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DEDICATION. 

But that the Gleaner knows true Ge- 
ncrofity is ever governed by true Delicacy, 
and that Perfons, really in Pofleflion ojf thofe 
Qualities, will, literally, 

•* Do good by Stealth, and hlujh to find it F^mc." 

Nay, that they would be aftually pained by 
any public Recital of the private Conduft, 
which it would even be honourable to hu- 
man Nature to record ; he fliould, with 
Pleafure and Pride, enrich his Work with 
an Account of Adions, that would juf- 
tify him in changing the humble Title of his 
Book, into fomething expreflivc of that 
copious Harveji^ which Talents, Virtues, 

and Misfortunes have been continually reap- 
ing from the Bounty of an Individual, whofe 

a 3 Power«^ 
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VI DEDICATION* 

Powers, though large, are far Icfs ample 
than his Inclinations to do good. 

He, therefore, fimply obferves, that, 

AS A TESTIMONY OF SINCERE RESPECT, 
FOR GENERAL CHARACTER ; 

AND AS A TRIBUTE OF GRATITUDE, 
FOR {PARTICULAR KINDNESS; 

THESE GLEANINGS, 

NOW COLLECTED FOR PUBLICATION, 



AUS INSCRIBED TO 



RICHARD HARWELL, Esq^ M. P. 



la.- A- "^^ 

^^ INTRODUCTION. 



It is neceiTary to premiie, that the 
unforefeen delays, which have attended this 
publication, have given time for great and 
material alterations, in that part, an in-^ 
confiderable one indeed, which relates t6 
the fyftem of the French Republic. Sof- 
tening, gradually, from wildnefs, ferocity, 
and tyranny, from the laft excefles of more 
than favage rancour and aflaffination, into 
the milder forms of refiftance to authorities, 
which they are ftill determined to queftion, 
the obferver, who before regarded that people 
with feelings oi utter abhorrence and of com- 
plete indignation, as an horde of robbers and 
of murderers, trampling down every law of 
Nature, and Nature's God; muft view them, 
in their nm^ altered ftate, with different eyes, 
and with different fentiments. It was impof- ^ 

a 4 fible 
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lible for an honeft man to fee what was ading 
on the bloody theatre of the French nation^ 
while fuch an example of human degeneracy 
as Roberfpierre filled the fcene^ and condudted 
the drama, without execrating every meafure 
adopted by that Scourge of Mankind^ and all 
his accomplices. But when, according to 
the ftridtefl: law, not fimply of poetical or 

human, but of divine juAice, thofe 

* 

• '* Bloody inftruments which he taoght 
'* Have retarn'd to plagoe the inveator^ 
*< And evenwhanded Juftice has commended 
*« The ingredients of hb poifon'd chalice to bu awn li/si'* 

And, when in the fall of that Hero of Enor* 
mify, wherein all his petty inftruments were 
involved— when, by the bounty of Provi- 
dence (hewn in the falvation of his *^ taking 
off,*' the human race was, in a manner, again 

* The reader is intreated to pardon the liberty here taken 
with the facred words of Shakfpeare^ in order to render them 
more applicable* 

redeemed 
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redeemed itom the utter dcftruftion his infa- 
tiatc appetite iot the blood of man had com- 
plotted ; in fliort, when the death of this ty-' 
rant proved the refurre<flion of humanity, the 
degree of cenfure muft diminifti in propor- 
tion to the diminution of offences. 

I fhould be forry to fuppofc there cxifted 
a man in Great-Britain, however warmly 
his aifedions might glow, and his heart beat 
in her caule, who thought that the detefted 
fyftem of thofe tyrants above-mentioned has 
not been meliorated by thofe who fucceeded* 
The fucceflbrs were, indeed, the meliorators; 
and, though there yet remains much to be 
done, ere a man, who duly poifes civil and 
political good and evil, (hall dare to afTert all 
that was wrong is done away, it would be as 
palpable an abfurdity to confound their for- 
mer with their prefent conduft, as to com- 
pare utter darknefs with the manifeft rays of 
returning light. 

3 White 



9 INTRODUCTION. 

While the French people were the moft 
flagitious amongft exifting mortals^ tlw 
Gleaner reprobated them as fuch ; and he 
wiihes that reprobation may &rvc the double 
purpofe of record and example* Now that 
their fyftem i$ reformed^ in many of itt 
word abufes^ he is as earneft to congratu- 
late, as he had been to condemn. And he 
dares^ aver, that every coniiderate man in 
England — nay more, every confiderate man, 
who, in loyalty or terror, had fbllicitcd the 
protedlion of any other country, feels, that 
the diilindtion here made is warranted. 

He cannot, in any one feature, foften the 
portrait drawn of the horrors which, to the 
point of time he held the pencil, deformed 

r 

a devoted land. Neither can he, with feel* 
ings that would fatisfy his own heart, omit 
the , opportunity of foftening many of the 
fhades, and of exprefling a wi/h, interefting 
to every fibre of that heart, and he trufts of a 

million 
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million mort, that the pidure not only of 
the bleeding land alluded to^ but of every 
other> over which the fword of defolation 
is yet drawn, may foon exhibit, in the befl 

light that PEACE WHICH I& MORE GLORI^ 
QUS THAN. VICTOJRY. 

The greater part, however, of thefc 
Gleanings, being written on lefs local, and, 
pf courfe, more comfortable, becaufe mora 
humane. fiibje(3is— -the beauties of nature an4 
of art — will lofe nothing of their intereft, by 
being thiia " mixed with bafer matter ;" for 
fuch war muft ever be cqnfid^red, whelixci- 
ll^02pd witl^ conqueft, or Iwmbled by defeat* 
The utilftyiy^ indeed, of jftich obfervatiop^i 
W.afe deigned to 

«* Guide the traveller on his ivqy^* 

and affift him, in the article of expence, 
fej, &c. mujftjof cdurff, h^ pra£H^(dfy ivii-^ 
pCHd^d>till; 

*♦ firim-vifag'd War has fmooth'd his wrinkled front.** 

6 For, 
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I 

For> while every path abroad is clogged with 
blood, it is to be prefumed that few, even 
of thofe who are difpofed to quarrel with their 
country, will, uncalled by duty, forfake 
that happy land^ in whofe boibm, amidfi . 
all their difcontent, they ftill find a securk 

AND PEACEFUL HOME. 

On a return to that peaceful borne, after 

looking for fo long a time on its turbulent 
contraft in other lands, the Gleaner hefitates 

not to confefs, that he felt all the ardour of 

a Briton, and, amidft the laudable enthu« 

fiafm of that character, woo'd once more 

the Mufe of * Sympathy, to pay her honeit 

tribute to the country, which, in comparifon 

of others, he found, literally, what that 

Mufe had called it, 

<« Th* afylam of the fnfitring earth." 

With the facred cffufions then, that, on this 
conviaion, flowed from his grateful heart, he 

(hall 

f Sympathy^ a pocmv 
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Ihall open his Gleaning s-*— in the couric 
of which he flatters himfelf, no narrow 
prejudices of any kind will be found, Oa, 
the contrary, prejudices will be flxongly 
combated, whether the growth of his own^ 
or any other country. 
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ODE 



TO THS 



BENEVOLENCE OF ENGLAND^ 



ADDRESSED 
TO 

JLIENS AND NATIVES. 



THESE VERGES, 



^ISCRtFTXVk OF THK CBARACTkR Of 



THE 3RITISH NATION, 



ARE, 



NOT HtTMBtY, B^T PROUDir, 



fR<)M A iCONVlCTIO?J OF THEIR TRyXjff, 



INSCRIBED 



TO 



4 LIENS AND NATIVES 



CF ALJL PAJtTIESf 
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•ODE 



TO TSS 



BENEVOLENCE OP ENGLAND. 



OTRANGfiR! wduld'ft thou Albion khow i 
Afk the hmily of woe^ 
Afk the tribes who fwarming rounds 
'In her arms have fuccour found : 
Or, if one of that fad band^ 

7bou haft fought her facred land, 

• -^ 

* A few copies of this Ode, wete printed immcdirtdy on tbe 
author's arrival from (he Continents 

b a To 




To thy b^art thou may'ft refer 

For Britannia's Characfter! 

If that heart hath pow'r to feel. 

This glorious truth it will reveal : 
Be thou the humbleft child e'en Care will own, 
Or the illuftrious ruin of a throne, 
*Twas not thy rank or ftation — 'twas thy grief. 
Spread her protedting arms to offer thee relief, 



ih 



Yet, ftranger ! had'ft thou brought her mines 
of wealth. 

Or come beneath the/mile of Heaven, 
In all the gay feftivity of health. 

Thou had'ft but iought what flae has given/ 
Nor had thy purchas'd welcome been fincere. 
But never can'ft thou doubt her homage to 
thy rear. 



Behold 
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Behold th* imm^afurable train of c^arc, 
Exil'd, like thee, to our Britannia tfomc! 

She, their fure fefiige in the lafl: defpair. 
The child of Sorrow's uniVerfal bom^. 

r 

Her Peafants with her Princis vie 
Who (hall fofteft balms fuj 

' ' ' 

^he/e their Palaces beftow 

r 

And fcepter'd Grief forgets its Atoe, 
Tho/e uplift the lowly latch. 
And beckon Sorrow to their thatch. 
Friend to the Wretched ! Albion's equal eye 
Warms, like the Sun, all hunian inifcry. 
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But, favout'd ^Stranger 4 " wddld'ft thdu'know 
yet morQ v. A.: ; ,,; ^,. ' 

H^r temper — fee her in thegracc of Pp Wjcr : 

^3 Oh! 



Oh ! if, by fome reverfc of fudden fate, 
Conqueft again fhould on her Banners wait. 

And her i^ow exulting Foe 
: Yield to all-fubduing woe, . 
And in the hour of need her aid e3cplorc> 

From vidl'ry fallen to diftrefs^^ 
The Lion rage of Albion would be o*er. 

Prompt to pardon and to blefs. 

Her mighty hearty would by the warmth of 
lovej^ 

Melt to the foftnefs of the mated dove. 
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Ye fragments of each plundered coaft ! 

Check the Mufe, if here fhe boaft. 
No, ye fad Ba^d ! who niidft your ruins fmile ; 
Y? oWHj fdt yP ha^e felt^ the Oeniiis of ouf Ifle z 

Albion fuccours all who figh^ 

Sat h is *^ E^A 1 1 TY . ; 

I ^ Sure, 
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Sure, Pity's angel at her birth, 
Brcath'd bounty in her foul to temper Power, 
And bade her be, in deep Misfortune's hour," 

^b^ <ifylutn qf the fuffering Earth. 



vir. 

Say ye, who with her fpirit proudly glow. 

Her native fons— fay, have ye in her laws. 
Ye whohavedar'dto hope for Heaven below. 
Found as her earthly inarkfome venial flaws ? 
Nobly reform them — but, with filial hand. 
Devote yourfelves to fave a generous Land. 
Who, in an hour like this, but would his force 

impart— 
His arm, his blood — to guard a parent's heart? 
Say ye, who now defended by her Laws, 
Ye Strangers in her gate, would^ not rife, 

b 4 As 
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As her adopted Sons, to aid her Caufe, 
And, dying, triumph in the facrifice? 

Ves ! yc have fecn the wretch, howe'cr 

opprefs'd. 

To hejr ftick'ring boforn fly. 
As if ;t y^txt their tender mother's brcafti 
And there as in a Cradle lye. 
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Ahd ftidil thofe whom fhe has brtd, 
f^trrs*d in her arms, and at her bofom fcd# 

Shall her own Sons, whom firft flie taught 
to know . 

I'ht awful I^igbts e*en of that Alien's wof^ 

Arid all the facrcd truths which lye . 

In the rich code of Hofpitality ; 

Shall fh^yf^rfbrgctful of the precepts giv^n. 

Call doim*. the \* THANKLESS child/s" driead 

• .' £urfc from Hcav'ni 

Ah! 




Ah! no! To fave her from z tBre^iij(i 
wound. 

What hofls have pcrifh'd On th'ei reeking 

ground ! 

- *. 

Npi; fhallth* embattled Thoufands that rfn^airt^ 
Inadive view this crifis of their fate : 
Her Patriots, with a n^anly pridc^^ 
All little quarrels thrown afide, 

■ 

• • ■ »■■ • 

All petty ftrife for place or power^^ 

The contefis of an idle hour, 

» • ' . 

Shall, with one foul, unanimoufly grcfat, 
jSy^wifdom and heroic deeds, embalm thcit? 



Breth'ren flain ! 



« ■ t 



IX. 



Nor ye, her Patriots, doubt Britasj^ia*$ ^ 
care : 

Nor think flie will. With fatal raflinefs, da r2 

Ifo wafte the treafure of her Children's 
blood : 

Al^s I already has the crin^on flood, 

4 I-ikc 
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like Life's rich ftreams drawn from their 
parent fource, 

Profiifely drained the all.fupplying hearty 

The mafs impoverifhcd in its wholefome courfc^ 

And checked the aftion of each nobler part t 



This awful truth fliQ feels in cv^ry vein. 

And feels it with an anxious mother^s pain ; 

And though to guard inviolate her Land, ^ 

Her Lawsi her Life, fhe claims the filial hand, 

Ev'n while Ihe views her loyal Sons in arms. 

She trembles with a parent's fond alarms : 

With pride fhe fees bright Freedom grace her 
Throne, 

Koet grudges other States the Ueilings of her 
own! 

She wars alone with ruthleis ilrife 

That dooms the Orphan and the Wife 

To dungeons, chains, or death, 

Becaufe the Sire who gave them breath. 

Or 
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Or the lov'd Lord in treffibHng terror flew, 

Profcription and his fate in view ! 

And what their crimes ? Too oft the chitnce 
of birth, 

Sublimer genius, or fuperior worth ! 

Foe to the cruel means — but to the end 

Britannia and her Britons arc a friend. 

Oh! ne'er would Albion quench the facrcd 
flame. 

Divinely bright! that gilt beripzxh to fame, - 

Ah no! when the dread third of blood is o'er. 

And ruthlefs rage fliall fl:ain the caufe no more. 

With honefl: joy our Albion fhall embrace 

Her Gallic foes, and own them of a kindred 
race ! 



XL 

But when fair Honour's voice — 'twill be a voice 
from Heav'n — ' 

Shallcry, Hold! hold ! thtpow^r to/pare isgiv'n, 

6 Thy 
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Thy Land^ thy Law, thy Liberty feeure. 

The ofFcr'd Olive now will Peace enfure : 

OI ftiouW fhe fb^n, with fell difnatur'd rage, 

Wafteonerich drop of generous England's 
blood, 

iThe Mufe that freely gives this votive p^gc. 

Will pour indignant Cenfure's bro^deft 
* flood ; 

Ev'n though, like Roml's firm Sire, to be 
fincere, 

|ufticc fhoUld llrike her vidlim with a tear! 



fHt 
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THE gleaner's RfiTURNT. 

Conneded with thefe fentiments is a.vleW^ 
a,t fld?;w^t During the courfe of the war, twice^r 
did the Gleaner revifit the benevolent land hew. 

r 

praife4. The date of his firft return wUl 
be afcertained, 'when he obferves, that tlw 
cannon of. Dumourier almoft fhook tbr. 
battlements of the pleafant and kindly :re-^/ 
ipembered little frontier town, (the * Briellc^)^ 
of whiqh a npt fcanty Gleaning will be. 
found in its place, Dpubtful, however, of 
events, he did not wifh to abide the phajice 
of being taken by the French, whonx 
his country had irritated ; he remained, 

therefore, on the apparently unfafe fide of 
the water's edge, till fclf- prefer vatlon, bade 

blm fet fail for the other ; for, even as he fat 
in the cabin of the Packet-boat, in which* 
he embarked, the fire and fmoke from the 
befiegers and the befieged at Williamftadt, 
fecmed to purfue the track of the veflel, and 
made her tremble pn th? waves, z£ if fliakea 
by ^/ea quake. 

t In HoUaxid, 
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She reached, however, the coaft of 
Albion, without any ad verfc r^c^n/^f, and' 

the Gleaner felt himfelf again, litera/fy, on 
terra firma. This happened in ah advanced 
part of the fpring ; he looked at the gardeni. 
of fome cottages, running down almoft to 
the rim of the. Ocean at Harwich, and 
could not but exemplify their peaceful and 
profperous ftate, by applying (pardon him) a 
verfe of his own. Ah happy iflanders, 

♦ ^ There's not a King dares rob ye of a Rofc I" 

A few hours before, he had witneffed, even at 
Helveotiluice, the internal, the domeilic, foe 
of Holland, unnaturally, and almoft, openly^ 
afiifling the machinations of the foe A'ithout« 
The difafFeded patriots of the difunited Pro* 
vinces, had fpiked feveral of the cannon, 
mutilated the corn-mills, and cad obflruc* 
tipns in the way of the water- works, to aug- 
ment the difficulty^ /hould it become necef- 
fary to open the Dutch fluices. The 

Gleaner 

* Hamanity* 
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Gleaner had the mortiiicatioti to behold the 
Englifh troops, who werefent to affift 
the caufe of thefc very peojple, received 
with an air of chagrin by fome, and of 
poorly-diflcmblcd fatisfaftion by others ; and 
although Breda had been taken on the one 
fide, and Williamftadt attacked on the 
other, infomuch that the Republic was 
almoft rent in twain, there was fcarce a 
foldier or citizen, who did not wiih the 
tranfports that brought over the brave 
auxiliaries, with a Prince of the Englifh 
Realm at the head, at the bottom of the 
fea. He even overheard a Dutch burgher 
exclaim, while the veflels . filled with his 
noble countrymen, were dropping their 
anchors, ** tAe dei^il Jink every one of yet 
*Tou have no bujinefs here /" 

At the time of gaining the harbour, 
the weather had been fo ftormy, and the 

iea 

• That is a. pretty general opioion, the Gleaner finds^ as 
home as well as abroad^ 



I ^ 
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fca ran fo higb,. there could not be a J&fo 
landing made for the troops, who remained^ 
therefore, on board the fhips near three days. 
Had you fecn, reader, how the redoubted pa-^ 

m 

/rft^j" of the Dutch enjoyed this temporary dif- 

trels of the brave fellows, who, unufed to the 

fea, fufFcred more^ you would have prcfumed 

that, inftead of the troops coming to {heir 

protection, they were attempting to land 

only to make them prifoncrs ; nay, I am per^ 

fetftly fatisiied, that a general wreck of near 

two thoufand of the i\neft men in the 

world, would have been a greater joy to 

numbers of the perfons, at that time aflem- 
bled, than what did> for the moment, really 

refult from their affiftance* — the Salvation 

of the Republic^ 

From 

♦ The Dutch Patriots, even then, called it their JJa'vety. 
Their cbuntJry being now ih captivity, jhey are become /rra 
men. How long it may be, before they figh a^ain for thcif 
former Jla'oery^ it is impoffible to determine. So true is it 
that 

" Our very wlfhc^ g^ivc uf not our wifli/' 

The Dutch arc certainly an induftrious, but \ moft grumbling 
bive. 
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From a variety of malicious adionSf and 
expreffions, the Gleaner is free to fay, that 
could they have bdifoned (he water, or 
dared tTiey to liave envenomed (he food, 
they would have'been glad to do either. 

After an abfence of fo many years, his 
r(;Curo,. at fo iingular a moment, when the 
etoigi^nt jenemies of Jhs couptry, fped fty 
it^ pity and j^rotc^tion, (and fued not vainly,) 
va$ attended ..with ^hqfe fentim^n^, vphioh 
on his fecond retut;n to bis 4iat|ve land, pxor 
dui;ed the Ode. He had been .witncfs to 
■Aefav^g^s ,pf *iany fair co.untcifis, to the 
dcftw^on of imny beautiful towns, m^- 
'jsftic ^caftlos* lostggificei^t qhuicqhes, an4 
Jijtte lerxor, dcliplatLons, and ,deathfi, of nam> 
.hers ^ the rhuman racej and, Although^ 
the^cet^, .which, at that period of the war» 
rj^d ip»is:d J3nder;his eyes, .wiere foft ai;^ 
■mtrcifuft (in comi»rifon of .thpfe he ;ha^ 
■Jma viewed, and of which, alfo, defcrip- 

voL I. c tions 
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tions will in due order appear : the contrail 
was powerful enough for him, or for any 
man fb circumdanced, to have bleft . the 
Britifli ihore, honoured the Britiih King^ 
and venerated the Britifh government, had 
he ?Joi been born under their aufpices^ had 
he even been thtir Joe/ 

For the reverfe of this pidurc then, he 
looked at borne. In the midft of the 
moft vigorous preparations for war, he 
felt himfelf in the bofom of peace. The 
failors were finging, and as it were, fitting 

out .for vidory, on the rigging, regulating 

the top, or guarding the bottom of then: 

• 

veflcls . The foldiers were merry in garri/bn , or 
fmilingon their poft. The huzza oiGodJave 

the King, re-echoed to the waves ! French po- 
litics were fcoiited, and good old Englifli max^ 
ims were recited with hercdftary veneration* 
•If even at tb'dt hour, treafon prophaned the 

realm, it was confcious of no leis fliame 

than 
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than ^wcaknefs> and like other unclean and 
ravenous beafts, it fljunned the day. If ever 
the voice of loyalty was general, it then rer 
founded thro' comparatively the happieftland. 
The contraft empowered the Gleaner to feel 
it in all its fbrce« In pafUng a little high*- 
road village he faw a train of children of 
both fexes, not forced into the fervice of the 
Convention, at that time a new Council 
of Bloody not carrying in their feeble* hands 
the mangled heads or limbs, of the brojther 
or fifter infants, on whom they had elaborated 
a murder ; but a little battalion of boys and 
girls of Britifli growth, who, catching the 
fpirit of the tjmes, and of the country, 
formed themfelves into volunteer bodies, 
and employed their fcanty allowance of play 
hours in a kind of military nurfery. Their 
pocket - money went to purchafe drums, 
whittles, wooden fwords, fpears, guns, and 

other inftruments of mimic war, A pair 

c 2 of 
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of colours feemed to haVe been botf§^ ik 
the price of a flowered Siabbath-day "OSpi 
and Sunday waiffcoat^ and a fmart itislr&Sl 

looking lad, bf about ten years of age, WBk 

» 

the commanding officer, 

Guefs, reader, the nature of the Gleaner's 
fenfations. Conlider the countries he 

■ 

had left, and that to which he returned^ 
and when you are better acquainted with 
his ufual habits, you will not wonder h» 
forgot, that he had farther to go, and 
in the warmth of the welcome oblivion^ 
which, though it loft him a place in the 
coach, was no deduftion to his pleafure, his 
followed the little troop round the town lik# 
a new recruit. When it came to a ftop, the 
youth 'who commanded, made "a fpeecli 
which w as a morfel of moil exemplary 
loyalty indeed; for it bleffed the king, and 
then blefled God, for blcfling the king, at 

the end of every fcntcnce. Though they 

were 



9*tffi * ^9 ^9}P ff Qffl $be cqpE^psHiy around, 

jiift }» apfegi: loiJkary exigeopes. The 

^j4| ,9o^poral prcfeR|c4 his cap; to ^yjiiclj 

^1 : Sfeft bir4§ pf air §i>p«re^ . tQ have 
rJ£^. ]oyaIIy contributed a ffath<r« The 
pieaqQrs mitp waf not >vithheld. |jideed^ 
he was heated enough to have aAu^Uy en- 
liftfdr had they invited hifxi toV join the 
cQrp$M He |eft them wit^ peludance^ afcer 
iki^y diibandexl forthe nighty which he pafs'd 
at a little public houfe in the village. Here 
he cnet with an hpneft« kind heapted^ flipflop 
pf a landlady, a love%k, pale-^ed maiden) 
Mrho faidyibf hated poHtics, and a landlord, 
who: fcid Si was a profound politician. He 
l^ad amuibment, afthe moment, in Glearim 
^g them, but as their counterparts are to, 
be feeu in almoft every public houfe, 

r « ■ - 1 • 

^ Where news much older than their ale, goes round." 

He fhall wifh them to be as well as they are 

c 3 harmlefs^ 
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harmlefsv ^^nd pafs on • He had intended Hto 
rcvifit Loridbn. Some unexpefted cverits 
determined' ^im to another route^ and i^-* 

folving ib Bcmain in the track of fotieign 
intelligence, he repaired to a place, whither 
two motives guided him: Firft, it§ hei)sg/a 
ihiall fpot, hear a great paflage- to wn i and, 
fecondly, in a part of England, he had. never 
vifited. Having time to fpare, and a di^o^ 
fition to Glean 9 you fliall. judge of hi^^ia-* 
tlsfadioos. He will endeavour to make you 
think you are a Ipedator of a day's Gleaning 
in his native land* He began to compare all 
he had viewed in other places, with the fweetly 
varied, fpots before him, not fo much with 
refped to their beauty as their fecijre tian-^ 
quillity. With regard to the furrounding 
rcfidents, he was amongft ftrangers, but' they 
were human beings, and his countrymen i 
or they were happy domeftic creatures, un- 
der the protection of an eafy government. 
He knew no one : yet by a certain magic 

that 
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that jSforks in; tbc heart of every philan- 
tUro]!>ift> and withoat, jneriting th^tchafac- 
ter; htefeafs, i)o mw* can be a patriot, he 
fctaajid to be interefted about every body : and 
all the objedjrs which- his eyes could reach, 
hi$ heart feemed to embrace. It appeared, 
on this" Angular occafion, as if he had met 
with a large part of his own family, whom 
he had never before' encountered : and com- 
irig from foreign lands, . where anarchy and 
ruin had taken up their dwelling, his heart 
bounded to behold, all thoi& who were at 

length brought fo clofe to him, in the fuUeft 

••J , -.».•■ 

enjoyment of their lives and properties. In 
other countries, he had often fcen the hired 
fervants,the peafant, and farmers, imperioufly 
ordered to leave their own, or their matter's 

"■■'!..' ^ 

affairs, and. labour in the pleafu re grounds, 
or palace of fome petty prince, whofe whole 
principality, lometimes does not meafure to 
the acres of a good Englifh domain. But in 
England, the feed, which the hufbandman 

04 had 
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hid {own, he was prepirivig to tttpi nor te 4c 
in the wifti, ot tht pallet, of a Aonarch tey 
plunder him of a moment. His toil is hkf 
^^zi;ff, fo afe the fruits of it. And while he 
is getting in the copious harveft^ the eirpec- 
tations and efibrts of the /ear art, in maiiy 
other parts of the globe, ieized on by Iswleft- 
hands, or clotted by gorfe to prevent it. The 
carol of the iiino^difinded Jnhject , touched att 
die chords of the Gleaner's heart; the faiPdt 
that ilew over his head, ifeemed le(s indcpcMd- 
ettt, and to have lefs of " perfcA freedom/* 
A patty of haymakers, were at the moment^ 
following the laft well-heaped load, or fpoft- 
ihg On its top, their rakes wreathed with tri- 

• # 

uiHphaht garlands, while a fcaft, in the open 
air, and \vithihvicw of the finiihcd hayftacks, 
awaited them. Ev^ry Ty liable in the deli- 
cious defcription* of the Britifh Maro^ Was 
niuftrated. 

How 

< 

♦ *« Now fwarms the village o'er the jovial mead," &c. 



t 

How diflfec^nt k the jo»ial jfcQPQry. ip, ^h^ 
poet's dcfcription, from the inhuman. yejl 

o£Ca Ira, ii> the accurfed times of Rober- 
Ipicrre, for then was his "horrible power in 
force! oppofite# *vefi af thsfoni of rur^Vin- 

4H)«nce/an4 the 4ilffonant fflar, of gujlj jyj^ 

Wpiwe oycrrMnning the fieWs ! It was apj^ 
i*nt, sw , intcrj^ing fi^t$ it w^Ric^ the 
jboibm q£ t^ Gleaner to its inmoft f«?sflf^.^ 

lie w«s in iwmow with cver^ .thifl|j the 
<H»i^t4oofwag huts, the ^in|)le dpwas* the 

£hefi|iith«tie4 ¥ip<>n theiQ?, tj^e jMt 9J}d jjq^cr 
fBl-sfoesjiuginqlofiM^B^, |the fttetcKdS of vfutg^ 
vatxr, arid gar(ie8-|^9mid^ , the paptiiiratiBg 
ioterfpcnfei -rittw, rffte «iv^ ^^nfiojan, ,<^ 
good ,oW h4lls of to^3Atftfey/lth« *<(|ry <?Jli^ic^Li9f 

d«;En^ifh!baiifdboWft)*fUaoilAbe.d«9i^ifeiiP 
er«)Qfcer|f; ,^ jCpptwiPiWoryrlah^w* wifh 

the imassvf * jcottmArytoap ,«oii ffciend^ jpj^ 

charm. was, indeed, heightened by a vilit 
it>'&t6 teKg7?flt"cofttag«-i -the •appcaittrice of 

• - . - 

"^e ftaraylwains «hd^l)fc<>iningdainifdfeV-w4»<) 

inhabited 



inhabited them— fo utterly diffcrtht, in air, 

drefs, complexion > fhapes and languagc^^ 
*■ ' ' . 

from the peafantry he had quitted. 

Such is the journal of a flowery day's fert- 
iatioris, in returning to the land, whoie 
fcenery, places, and perfons, by a fort of 
indefinable attachment, not only appears to 
belong to us, but of which one feems to be a 
fart. Perhaps they were not the lefs agreeable 
to the Gleaner for the pains that afliided his 
feelings in other countries. How he wandered 
over, gazed on, and lingered in the fcene ! 
He had fled from a repining and oppreflled 
people, oppreflfed beyond any power of re- 
lief, and took fandtuary with the peaceful 
and contented. All feemed natal. The trees 
that fiiaded, the fun that warmed, the earth 
that received him, and the air he breathed ! 

And are there thofe who would reduce 
all this \vAo a wildernefs? Ye Britons, be 

not 



not deluded^ ihto mifcrf P Eren that, which 
may be a goiod^ caufc t6 one nation maybe 
a bad one to another. 






** Think, O think, 

. , ". ".1 ■' I ' •■'■"■■< 
** How good Ae Gocl of Harveft is to youl 

«' Who pouk iibiihdance o^iir youif (losing fieldsl 
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Had the mod clamorous, the moft dif- 
contented, half the opportunities of the 
Gleaner, they would, even with all its errors^ 
think England the happieflt country, and 
themfelves the happieft people now on the 
face of the globe. As to faults^ he can only 
repeat the wifli he has earneftly breathed in 

- » • 

the Ode, that they may be 

" NOBLY reformed.** • 

• Thedeaher could have wiflied, however, 
to have found the benevolence of the country, 
celebrated in the Ode, more uniform ; and 
thaf, vvhile it v/as holding out the hand of 

hofpitality 
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^VCQ frpffL tk^jf boqfiq^ that it h»d te^kd 
toinflidt tyranny and flaycry PP ^ yc( more 
numerous body of unfortunates. He grieved 
to obferve^ eyeq pn |)i$ iecond feturf)> an 
* evil wbip))» Umg bdure his fettiag out, was 
deemed incoqfiflent with the mild^ hi^mape^ 
and, generally fpeaking, whpkfopie prin^ 
ciples of the Briti(h Government, and whiph 
he had heard difcufTed on the Continent 
with every mark of wonder and reprobatioij. 
It is almoft needlefs to fpecjf^, t|iat he al- 
ludes to the immitigable perfecu/ion of more 
than half of the inhabitar^ts of thp glob^ 

ft 

merely becaufe they differ from their per/e-^ 
cut on in compleKwrn. 

A^^ /et y^ fZB}f. f ^riclxcf -ftW^g^ the 

(n her faci;ed caufe at ey^jry porp. It is fqgig? 
jvh^^t j^un^liating, hp^v^vcr, that .tbe yciy 
men .v\e ^e fighting on the ground of im- 
puted 

* The Slave Trade, 
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I 

% 

ib long teb^im the m^ in '&% t^t#A 

1^ /0H <<giM ^^i^ (f(!$rdei<^ «[« haVfr' 

be denied tM ^he Prtiridi >^oJ9e W^t ^ 
mfkift rffdfe in>'|iviag/!rejtt>f*aedt«^ td ^ffiit 
unhappy race of beings, who, thbtigh thqy 
have unqueftionably all the rights of men, 
are treaifea as Wfts ^Oif '&fe ff^as^wttlibut 

afiyiig^h ^irBh nay, as -edhaeto-ftei' t¥l- 
fttthafe, *^ h^, %^flie tjimfci^tre*i iff 
Ctfitt^, ■ fbifeitea -Hbt 4)fll)r Irt&e^ t^hts, 'ftiilt 
6^ Kniai?e(!l'daiiii =ih^ itif^hes toj^Af// 
dr' e<rth ^^fji^gs" Frtihi t:6«rtn(idn chanfity . *riie 
dteflifer -tef tamly 'has 'bdih -^bi^^Iie ^fiirft, 
-« Villrlaliiifear tm'ffie =l«ifcW 
to reirfdteitfe^'fudi ^i?fe'Sf *«fe -^^ench -faife-- 
fiif«stt8 jdftiee, Mb l6fe !<)f^^phll«il!^#(^» 
:ttSf<ilft rejedt ; but he was one of thevfird to 

I honour 



fypottrihetu for thv. ptrt of , their condicft^ 
fh^tpkia of .Equality iiet-e was.grfiat, glo^ 
dous^.and expnpipiaryj..and . even if it waa 
b^t intended as a Atbkc of policy, it pughf^ 
like. Abraham's faith, to bciiopHted to them 
as.righteoufoefs. Strenuoufly hii$ the Gleaoec 
ioiiiledy and will inlift for ever, becauib qq 
the gJTOund of eternal truth, that,^ 

f« THg RIGHTS OF MAN BY NATURE STILL 
ARE DUE 

•«Tr6 MEN OF EVERY CLIME. AND EVERY HUE*.** 

It is difficult to conceive, indeed, how the 
Ions of avarice can bring their feeble argu- 
ments to carry any weight, when, in the 
oppofite fcale, are to be placed all the mo« 
tives of common honefty, and every prin- 
ciple of juftice, and of reafon. And yet, on 
coming home, the author of the Poem above- 
quoted, heard the fame unwarrantable, un- 
feeling, and fordid arguments for continuing 
this iniquitous tyranny, that had been pol- 
7 luting 

* Humanity, book iL 
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ludng Ac /«MV humanity of. tie a^untry, To 
many years. Nay, the trujiy worthy * mp^ip^ 
of the Bill for doing away this enormity, has, 
it Teems, been barrajfed outviith the perpetvxaj 

. « 

checks his benevolent plan received. It 
has been put off from time, to time, till, 
moft probably, it will totally die away? 
And all this in. defpiteof vdie piofl liber^ 

\ 

fupport from, men of all parties, led on by 
Pitt, Fox, Sheridan, &p. 

No wonder then, that the Lyre has failed 
to efFcdt what the beft and brighteft Powers 
of the Britifh Parliament feem to have re- 
linquiihed in defpair. As a laft effort, ho we- 
aver, the. . Gleaner will place .his mite once 
again in the nvcy of bein^ Teen by fome cf 
the advocates of this unBleJfed^ uncbrijiian 
trade 'j, and fhould but one pnrchafer, or lalcf- 
man of his Ipccies, be move^ to pity and re- 
drefs the wrongs of one enflaved fellow-crea- 
ture, he will triumph in having put an end 

to 

♦ Mr. Wilbcrforce. 




dlfiirf^«te *feVb}ife' etf YiitWrti 'ana ttiiriciwice, 

^pp«fin!fti«ht:-BitMr, -deafly/ has bieen that 
idSfeppointmleHtj tb^^e Who ^inl?fefl&e^« 
¥rfrt^i*ct tFAlttibh^akhfajjcdaie^wotfla 
iHift^n^CietaeleSiidt^ ]ln:edM»/4^k^ flie loves, 
and which is the bftfis c^^N^^happme^s, %ie> 
Ififeid theinxrrcfw rtiixdc tof /afc^ oaitL^kmd; Ibu t^ 

«pQfbd by xomptffion aoid juftsae von eveigr 
4wmf to<siftaaken itfae^ublic imind^ ib &r as 
:m (him /Ues, (to oa i&iire^of ''ti4idit it^)Wc$ t0 

iait^d'Of r^Ml^&ingiihe orguitteiits ^hidh 
Item iieen ^olS^jeA ^on this topic rJiy ;the 
-Gidaner, in- aibpaoate^foito^:^ Be^'iimpreffi 
Jjwig called fOFythaibaFgilinentsifaaUrbeLpre* 
fentted at the-^Bd'of ;thele Y&kttles : (fo.fhall 
4he (heaves be crowned with a wreathe of 

HUMANITY. 

The 
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The in troduftoiy parts to our fheaves hav - 
ing hitherto been employed in home-felt 

fubj^ds, there will be a fort of propriety in 
rlofing therewith. On which idea, our pre- 
liminary matter fhall conclude with a Glean- 
ing of the Englifh Stage, which feems, like 
many other things, to have undergone a 
revolutionary ihock; and, like fome pthers, 
wc will not n&w fay all^ to be by no means 
the better for itt 
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BY SEEING HIS ADMIRABI4E PERFORMANd 

OF 
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MODERN THEATRES. 

To J. KEMBLE, Es^. 

Oaqfiuied bj feting lis admirable Ftifmutact tf 

» * 

PENRUDDOCK. 



Long abfent, Britain^ from my natal iflc^ 

Once mpre I fought and hail'd thee with a fmile ; 

And tho^ I found thee 'midft the ilorms of fate. 

So fwcct thy pity to th'unfortunate. 

The fympathifing Mufe thy zeal admir'd. 

And paid the tribute * filial love inlpir'd ; 

For, tho' a wanderer, can the Mufe e'er roam 

Whcri thou, O land rever'd, art not her pa- 
rent home ? , 

Yet, as I knew thy griefs^ I thought to fee, 

Ev'n in thy fports fome marks of gravity : 

d 3 Since 

• AUading to the Ode to the Benevolence of England, of 
wWch the Author printed a few Copies for friends. 
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SitiCt all the ihorei 1 left were bath'd irt hhod, 

And tby own children* s veins fupplied the floods 

•Twas ftrange, methoughtj in contraft to the 
time. 

To view thy Stage one mighty Pantomime ! 

And thjr chafte Drama, long a nation's pride*— 

The Mufes fpurn'd— ^take Momus for a guide* 

*Twas ftrange, in every fcene, hi» power to 
trace, • ■-■-" ■--• • - ' '■'"'• 

And note Wt^ atohltey i^/W cm «v'ry face; 

Say, is it thus my coumry hides- her care?^^ 

Tries flie, by arts like thcfc/ to cheat dcfpaiir ? 

Thus, when^ dreaded her impending doom^ / • 

Prophetic jp^^fi^^wf// marked tjic fill of Roa^e. '. 

Well fung thefage tf«l>iinae,whofeprefcient;ey^; 

Forefaw the hour when Seetiic Truth Ihoukifly 

Before the changes of a finking age, -''"-- 

And gaudy folly fhould ofurp the Stage ; 

On flying cars when •* Sdrcereris flioukJ ride,- 

^' Where Royal Lear had rav'd, and Hamlet 

died/' 

7hat 

f Dr.' Samuel Johnfon* 
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^at hmf is comet confirmed id Fiilfbs* fway^ 
And many a fhining bubble marks his way ; 
iLnftcaad of heroes drawn from Rome and Greec^ 
A fcdi*e of Harlequins crowd every piece; 
Inltead of awfiil Phoebus and the Niiie^ 
A Grecian Droil^ ot Roman Columbine^ 
Hie Tragic Mufe^ although by Sipdons grac'd. 
In the New Booths is fo obfcurely plac'd. 
That ^mongft the motley crew ihe hdldn a ^ank ^ 
Betwixt the Macedonian Mountebank, 
Satraps all hair, and Amazons all wig^ 
And dumb Darius^ dying to a jig: 
Hift'ry .herfelf, whofe adamantine page, 
AwfuL gave back the image of the age> 
Now with her childifh fports profanes her dead. 
And .plays the Romp, a fool's cap on her headj 
bances the hay, while Oflian-Pantaloon 
Leads on Fingal to ad fome vile buffoon* 

« 

For thee, poor Comedy ! the art's forgot. 

Which once the fportive fccne from Nature • 
caught, 

d 4 Thy 
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Thjr ft4t)k*s^ of wit are now the haul, the flsfcp^ 
And thy Gboji rifes from a- mummer's trap b- 

Then niu'^d^i^'d Humour rhaunts the Stagb ealth 

•ni^tM- . ... ^. .. . 

Then gl^ri? the wounds of fcnfc to aching fight. 

To make an author or an ador great. 
How ' brief, 1m)w newiilow^mple the receipt! ' 
Give to your^ hero all the huljy aii*; - 

« 

c 

Cfeadt^Eicfc on tricky and let him boldly yzc;^^r'; 
A dozen ,d^tfins in cv'ryiaift, at lead ; - , . - . 
Oaths, quiihtly vollied,are a glorious feail; 
But, above ^\\, rtvMmhttto furprizfi : ^ : 
For chiefty there the art o£ writing, lies ; i ' 
With more thian hoGuii pbcus, ev*ry fcene^ . 
Uke jugglers -ball, fhould hold a cheat within^ 
Something fo odd, abfufd, yet done fo neat. 
Nature difowns, yet laughs. at the conceit: 
Nor fail, for that gives fpirit to your fable. 
To let your hero overfet the table, 
Tofs down Che tea-board, fmafh, or force a door. 
Rare jokes, that fet the playhoufe in a roar ! 



I ' 
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K fluffing fcene too might enhance the treat; 

Fine jeft^ to fee a modern aAor eat! 

And if he drinks as faft» with jokes between, 

*Ti« the perfedion of the modern fcene ! 

In life, to gorge and fwill fome cenfure draws. 

But on the flage are certain of applaufe. 

Note, too, your Hero fliould work hand and 
foot. 

And tear up ancient order by the root : 

Inverting good old plans, once deem*d fo wife. 

Laugh ail to fcorn, if you would win the prize; 

For he's now thought the moft diverting crea- 
ture. 

Who writes, and adls, bleft times ! moft out of 
Nature. 

And is this fitting, while a bard * yet lives. 

To whom her richeft ftores wrong'd Nature 
gives ; 

Whofe magic powers thefe trickfters could defeat. 

And inftant drive them from the realms of wit ; 

Who 

* Mr. Sheridan, 
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Who With the flighteft w^viiig of hi^ Wand^ 
Could re-enthrone tht Drama's rightful band f 

* ■ * * • • 

Q/Mrbuld he prove again that Drama's friend^ 
Soon would the reign of Merry Andrews end* 
But ftiii the Patriot veils the Poet 4 ctett-ms^ 
And Love affifls to Real him from our arms* 

Then blefs'd the Mufe^ ♦ whoft magic has 

• • - 
imprefs'd 

Once more the moral on the public breaft ; 

And bleft the ador, f whbfe tranfcendentart^, 

; ■ ■ t f 

In bftby times, like thefe, has readh'd the heaitj 
Rcach*d it by manly, not ignoble ways. 
Arid, bid revive the power of ancient days ! 
Kemble, all hail ! thy wonder-working (kilU 
tVitbout one ribald jejl, has made us feel ; 
\VakM in th^ foul a generous fcnfe of woes, 
Ev'n in an age of Sights and PuppeUSbews t 

Hence, may redawhing Nature open wide 
One Revolution, worthy Britain's pride> 

The 

* Cdmberlan<L 
^ f KemblCi 
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The Stage Reform — methinks I fee commence^ 
Once more, the reign of Reafon and of Senfej 
Feeling and Falhion, union rare, fhall join> 
By Farren's power, to fofcen and refine; 
And Elegance, with every filler grace. 
Their beams (hall play from her enchanting fade; 
While Jordan, Ikill'd alike, by wond'rous art. 
To move with natural joy, or grief, the heart. 
Once more fhall bid fimplicity appear, 
Chaflife our mirth, and dare to raife our tear : 
We hail, *tis true, the fun*s enlivening powers^ 
But court no lefs the aid of tender fhowcrs. 



In 
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IN regard to the Gleanings themfelves^ now 
to pafs from the clofet of an indulgent circle 
of private friends, to the public, I have, by 
the nature and licence of the epiftolary form 
of writing, been led to fay fo much in the 
firft perfon, that, in fo feducing a part of 

Q)eech, I will not truft myfelf to enlarge 
in this general IntroduAion ; but conclude, 
with quoting a pafTage in the account which 

has been given in one of the monthly pub« 
lications, of a ** Journey,'* nearly in the 

track of the Gleaner, by the author of ** the 
Myfteries of Udolpho," and feveral other 
very beautiful compofitions. 



" It is not always eaiy to obtain information, 
that has not been communicated by fome 
former pen, but it will always happen that 

the 



the fame obje<fts fhall be viewed in different 

lights, by different perfons, and ' that the 

reader will be infenfibly delighted with the 

appearance at leaft, if not the reality of no- 
velty." 



However completely this j qdicibus obfer- 
vat ion may apply to the labours of Mrs, 
♦JRadcliffe, the propriety of extending its 
application to the Gleaner, it is neither for 
him* nor even /or the friends, who have ap- 
preciated his (heaves, to decide. They are 
going into a more wide and aweful field, but 
. if the Gleaner had QQt been taught by thp 

wifQ 

^ The Gleaner cannot mention the merits of this charminjg^ 
writer* without paying a paffing tribute, of nolefsjudice* in 
their difierent ftiles* to the exquifite pen of Mrs. Bennet, the 
truly elegant Mufe of Laura Maria* and many other ladies* 
and* indeed* of felicitating his country on the richnefs* varietyj, 
f nd what* in the laft age* was by no ipeass a common excd« 
lence* ihtdelicacj of its living female authors. 

7 
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wife and good^ and did not himfelf think 
ihem^ in fonje meafure^ worthy of the 

world's acquaintance^, he would nQt bav9 
^Ot them to the prefst 
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L E T T E R I. 

TO THE HpNOURABLE MRS. B. 

South Wales. 

Vv HEN I mentioned to a learned and 
elegant friend my defign to pafs fome years on 
the Continent, he cordially took my hand, and 
thus addreffed me : 

** You are going to travel : travelling, like 
'^ lo[ve, makes authors;. authors make books: 
*' men, women, and children, publifh at home> 
•* what they have feen or heard abroad ; — ^Ergo, 

were not you already an author, it would be 

expeded of you to write a book.'* 



•r 
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Td travel then, and to publifh; are become 
things of courfe, faid I ? "As much foj re- 
-joined my ^friend, as caufe and efFeft." It 
would be difficult, however, I prefume, to prove 
thait though they may be equally in order, t;hey 
are equal in value; for, to multiply copies of 
copies of copies^ is, furely, adding tf the bulk of 

VOL. I. B ^^ 



2 GLEANINGS^ G?r. 

an evil that ^' has incrcafed, is ftill increafing, 
*• and ought to be diniiniftied t" I admit your 
obfervacioFT^ proceeded I, that every body pub- 
liihes travels, but am in doubt about the ufe of 
the inference^ for, if p60f4e- who leave their 
own country predetermined to make a book out 
of what they meet with,.wba5 they fee, or feem 
to fee, in others, it either is an argument againll 
the farther overftock of the literary market, or 
ft proof pofitive that the innumerable travelling 
Agokmakef^s^ viho, have ^ heat the beaten road" 
t^cfe thoufaind years, have told us ^lothing we 
4id: npl; kiioMi: better before ; and, hereupon, a 
pretty curious queftion arifes : How fiir thofe 
who have undertaken to conduft our perfons 
and pu.r&s through countric$> remote or near, 
have proved themfdves true or &Ife guides? 
}fOW £sLT readers who have taken abroad with^ 
t;hem fuch publications, as the Vadc Mecam^ of 
theic refpedive tours, have found themfelves 
hiore or lefs perplexed and mifled^ than if they 
had been left to their own ignorance, and to 
tho expetienccL which, however dearly, periiapa, 
mpJTC truly, corredts it?, 

" You think thpn, refomed my friend, diav 
^ an anfwer to thefe interrogaoons would^ d6^ 
^* termine the propriety of giving, or rejfufing^ 
** to give, anotjticr book of ttavQls to thofe ^ 



GL£AN IN<?S, ^C^ 3 

'^itiidy puMiflied: Tou imtgine that a new 
^ editicM ^cvcry tctt years of the firft and only 
'^ original woA, n^uking the frefh modes by 
*' way of addenda, would precliKk, atid render 
'^* ufekfs^ ' all the labours of imitative tra« 

m 

I - • ■ » 

I tdd bkn, thk motM he, periiaps^ going 
too far^but that were the repliesto be made by 
Chijfe admirable critka tSie eye 'and die ^ocket^ 
we fhould ^^ fee feelif^lf^ that our knowledge 
by ha means incrdifes in pk^portion to d«e nmnl 
ber of Our books on the fame fubjeft, '^ It 
'* nnift be acknowledged, interposM he, tSiat 
^* the regions, not of fe(9:, <mly, but, of fairy 
** land, have been tftw-r««w/Vibfrat^^W^rj; Every 
*• thing, therefore, of 'either trfe, or ornament, 
•* -might be fuppoftd, at this time of day, to 

** liye in defcriptionandlook green in fong,'* 

^* but, the truth is, that much is always left X!b 
*' be found by him who is diligent to feek, and 
^^ that, of the innumerable traveUsrs who 
^^ have gone ^tfame roads there are few who 
^^ have not added fmetbin^ to our Ax^k of in- 
«* formation, or amufement : and, moreowr, 
^ that every perfon of talents is^in rdolityy or^i^ 
** w/, either in the matter wmaimtr of eicerdiig 
^^ thera } no two people, even of «qual afailitiei^ 

B 2 *• {employing 
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4 GLEANINGS^ &r« 

" (employing them op the fame occ^fion) fce« 
^ ing or feeling the very fame objedts, or x)ccur- 
." rences, in the fame way; .fo that thefeinuft 
** be, I fay, a degree of novelty in every, work 
** not fervilely purloined from .what the plagiary 
*' had neither candour to avow, nor ingenuity 
to improve. But, even granting that the 
greater crop of g^nefal^Qbfcrvationj^ has been 
gathered by others if^ho have made their in- 
*' telleAual harvefl: -^lijipad, and brought ic 
bQipp^ pro iono-puhlito^ltX me remind you, 
by the, help of an atlufion borrowed. from 
hulbandry, that the vigilance of the farmer 
has never, yet bcjen able to clear the ground 
of its prp4uce; fo as to leave nothing where- 
with to reward the induftrious^/f^w^r: Some 
ears of .the valuable grain efcape the jealous 
rake even of avarice itfcif, and wh?rc the 

t I '^ ft • . * « 

fields are fpacious, there muft always be fome* 
thing worth (looping for, even where the la- 
f* bourcrs arc many.'* 

Fleafed and encouraged by this mode.of rca- 

foningi Iccxclaimed, Be it fo then: another 

-^Baok of Travels Jhall be written^ and, to fhew hijr 

.gratitude for the prefent converfation, the work 

. Ihall owe its title to an idea that is this moment 

fuggeftcd by the agricultural images you have 

fo agreeably played wiUi, I will call my book 

that 
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that Is- to be, GLEANiNbs; -&fr. gathering up 
whatever maylbeieft to humble induftrjr, or 
excutarfive curiofity,iih the^pathof my. winder-. 
ing»,^nbw -and -then deviating into the /fields 
of fancy,' mixing thus my wheat with . fuch 
fi&wirS' as grow in its neighbourhood, whether 
in hedgerows or gardens, whether, tbe^ pro*- 
'dudlibhsibf art or natures - *.*-Good! ^criodr; my 
** friend, nibbing his. hands together, .and .at. 
•^ length you fhall bind- yoiur collefted glean- 
ings into fheavbs-—tha;t. is, 1 volumes — and 
prifent them, neat as imported from the 
** foreign markets, to your friends and enemies. 
^ To both of whom,' added he fmilingly, and 
" with a brifker friftion of his hands, they will 
fupply food of a different kind, the one ban- 
quctting on whatever you fet before them with 
hearty good- will, the other fatiating on the 
** beft ybu can offer, with as hearty malice,. 
*' Befides, continued he, you will thus fumilh a 
feaft to yourfelf, and be entertained while 
you entertain. / will have itfo — Farewell : Be 
fure you write a book, and do not return to me 
till you can come volume in hand. •' . 
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He departed, without ftiffering me to fay 
jnore, aflertingthat the beftproof of my regard 
for hin> would be given in my adoption of his 

(OUQClls, 
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The councils were wholefome^and I fiiall foU 
law them s Before my leaving London it wa^f 
iettled^ at another CQnvcr&tixMi^ with the &me 
i^end^ that my Gleanings were tp be difpenfed 
hj parcels to himt that he was to put them into 
the granary~-that is his library— -till their bull^ 
increafed fufficiendy to be of public ufe» and 
noc a month was to paf& without a fmall Jbei^ 
being fent to him. Alas 1 it was decreed chat 
ere the jiffi month was expired this aniiable 
counfellor and frif nd ihould go 

^ Tp that boorac from whence m travdUr letoms.*'! 
** Stin drop» from Bfeibaewitherifiig joy awty/* 

(faith our celebrated Johnfon. ) The impreilioii 
made upon me by his deaths would^ perhaps^ 
have induced me to give up an idea» which 
could not be purfued without a fentiment of re- 
gret for the lofs of him who infpired it^ had I 
not refleded that there exiiled ftill another^ 
whofe mind, no lefs than my own, required 
amufement ; and, at length, to conclude, that 
the bed mode of tellifying my efleem and ve-. 
iieration f9r the deceafed would be to fulfil bis 
wilhes; even while I fulfilled yours, my dear 
furviving comfort, at the fame time. 

To thcfe ends, I now addrefs to you, from the 

moft beautiful part of the Britifh Empire ( — ^for 

fuch 
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fuch I think we may fairly call the principality 
of the ancient Britons— ^j the iirft offerings of 
my Gleanings. An humble employment^ per-^ 
haps !— -to colle£t car by ear^ as it were^ the re^ 
fiije of what others have cither overlooked or w- 
gUEtedz but if^ out of this lowly occupation^ you 
»nd I» my excellent friend, in the firfl: inftance^ 
and my readers, in the fecond, when the com 
is gathered into iheaves, and bound up, ihould 
be able to niake that bread which ftrengtheneth 
the heart, or profs from the fcanty vintage that 
wine of life, which exhilarates, and gives a 
cheerful countenance in the drooping moment : 
fF^if it affords the tranfient fweets of a foreign 
jhore, when the flowers at home are withered 
or defpoiled, I ihali not have Hooped in vain. 

Adieu, my friend ! Our convention is fettled, 
and you (hall foon hear from me again, 
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TO TH-H? SAME. /;. .; . 

• ' ■ '^^ "South" Wai-. 

As it behoves a Gkdnet to be dififfent^ 
deliberate, and not hurrjr over fiis' ground life 
thofe who 'comfe- to a 'jfuSl'crop, and'^ndrti 
abundance WSfces^carelefs! I hiVe^refoFvcdrriot 
only for your fekfe, but Aiy own; • to ftay always 
fomc dajrs, frc'qti<?ntly forhtf wccksjl^iid ncft fel- 
dom fome moritte'ih eVery town, city; or villaj^e, 
from whence I ftiall write. •• A' rult whit h in- 
verts the general one. Inffead* 6f adding to 
the iong lift ofpdft'bafle trcebelVen; I am deter- 
mined to perform my joumi«-at^ a foot-pace 
rather than a full gallop, convinced, from a 
deal of experience, that, although *' he wljo 
^' runs may read,** he who rides ^ as it were ex^ 
pre/s^ through ^ country, cannot write any 
thing worth the attention even of a running 
reader — At Icaft, it becomes a queftion worth 
finfwering, whether the deliberate mode is not 
more likely to difcover anddefcribe what merits 
communication, th^n th? hclter-lkelter fafhion 
of writing on the fpur, whip, and wheel, our 
accounts of people and places ? I am of opinion 
\t is ; and I have the fupport of good old peo-. 
' -••••• ^^ 



.ple^ ^nd gp'od old proverba in Latin zndEtkg^ 
lifti. ^f Feftivt hnte^r.Uj^ the onp-r^V ii? 
Vftumilfs who. goes f aft! I echoed the other. .To 
believe, therefore, . that , He . whosM moves JhP^, 
moves furey^ viii:^ rea{briahler.c(b!nclufi6n^ . • Jn?- 
deed, I hare wonderedj thatrfo teiy.fevr df j»f 
emigratingxoLmtiymen hav^c^ heeni of : this way 
ci thinkingvi. \ On thp lcbiicrairf;:!they: rhurrjr 
through the deftihecj courfc;as^if they wereran- 
luhg a race againft: timbi; aitd Iwcre to.perfonh 
fuch.a given portion ofit^ iri thin, the hour by z, 
:ftop watch,-;/' .^^ ^ i • \ '/,■.',.. \ ! .-. • ..;/'•; 

..jil •" ■ •.'■•... . . 

-,;I-The moft plcafantlyy4»r^«/: ?t leaft, of al( 
,|nQdern travellers j, in his inimitable "journey/* 
has . given vs,. in-; his own iportivci manner, a 
catalogue of travellers^ with the epithets proper 
to, and charaderiftic of^ each, fuch as the fei[iti- 
roental, political;^ idle, diligent, et catera \ hut 
hC: has not, to my recolleftion, faid anything 
^bout the deliberate^ or more corredlly fpeak- 
jng, the rejidentiary traveller, who fets out on a 
plan of fojourning in the parts of the world he 
defcribes, and mixes in the focieties of each 
long enough, to pbferve accurately manners, 
cuftom^, and cyents. The jiafinitely diverfified 
modes of tl^ef?, mwft b^ overlooked, feen very 
partially, or not feen at all, by the modern 
J^(i;ciiries wfeo go at full fpeed to the grand 

point 



point of t^tit deftinatioit^^fdiM of the capitala 
^^2hd fcarce give time for the horfes to be 
changed at the intermediate (tages : or^ if they 
are under the net^ty xa ftay ;i night at any of 
f hefe, the moil inquilitiye of them ftroU thro' 
the ftreeti^ orfaunter round the iramparts^ while 
the Jupfer is preparing i the reft throw them^ 
felves on chaini 9nd fophas till arous'd by the 
ntnm of their companions^ who generally come 
tnck difiatisfied with their ramble^ and, if they 
write %t M, fit down betwixt^ flecping an4 
wa]^ing> and iiffert, in the meagre journal of. the 
day, a drowfy^ yet fplenetic, account of what 
fhey niet within their walk ; depending on th^ 
fexton as the Hiftorian of the buildings, and ai| 
fcmie chance paflenger ^ the intelligencer of the 
inhabitants, environs, policei ^c* fi^c. At dtfy 
break the next morning they sure off, fcarce aU 
lowing time for fwallowing^ a comfortlefs difli 
of coffcci fquabWing with their hoft for extor- 
tion, curfing the country they are under the int- 
mcdiate prot$p6tion of, and difgracing th^ man- 
ncrsof their own. This done, they continue 
their expedition as upon life and death, and often, 
— ^las, how much too often ! finifh their foUy^^ 
their fortune, ind their tour, at the fame tiinti 
for it is not till after their return to their native 
country, that thcfe dajhing travellers difcirrer, 
tfcat theif tttoft precious things---time, motifey, 
I and 



fxA jbdent$--^have been wafted to receive only 
contempt^ fatij^e^ and yexjition in irturn— 4i 
iad barter* 

f • • • » 

But not to circumfcribc the inutility of r$pU 
travellixig to thefe cyphers of fociety, who in aU 
countries lire in^gqificant^ the remark^ I' fe^V 
and the cenfure, involves^ in fome degree, per^ 
fon$ of a di&rent defcriptipn ; in a3 far a$ 
the cuftqnuMT mpthod of writing pofi^ on the 
policy^ and pradice of nations, muft be injuri- 
ous to the moft refpedtable abilities^ which can-^ 
not intuitively know occurrences^ chara&ers^ 
and ufages, that arife out of time, place, and dr^ 
cumfianca andcannqt (except to a lucky tnu 
yeller indeed^ and to him very occafionally) 
liappen^ while af rangements are making for the 
accommodation of man and horfe between 
llage and ftage; and when all one can expedt to 
fee are the moft flight and ordinary objefts that 
float, like weeds and oflal on the ftream, on the 
furface of the places through which we pals. 
Neither is the human mind, whatever be its 
powers, well difpofed to paint fcenes and inci- 
dents when the body is worn down by the day's 
travel, and the fpirits jaded hy the fatigue of 
motion : yet, if we look at the dating of our 
modem travels, the avowed objedb of which are 
cuftoms and manners, we fliall find that moft of 

the 
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thiB obfejcv^tions are.the prpduftions of the tm^ 
picMt^^'jtM^n J^midft jtheLduft and Hurry, of go, 
ing from the fpot defcribed to another, wJikh is* 
in due time, to be difpatched in the fame way. 
Is: .it therefore td^ • be -woHdercd at, if- we fre^ 
qoently ' fttidr the 'Ccmiiftbn icffefts ^6f .an over 
Iwfty-ju^ment— miftatc^ fadls, and falfe' in- 
fcrcpccsv; 'i' - 1 



J * ' V 

• - • I 



r^|)..th€;f9 convidioiis 'h^ve flrengihcne^ me 
Sn tJjC reiolution of hc\n2 q^re/identiary traveiler, 
roq,kii}g;a reft ip everj^cQuptry. which I (J^f^a 
to.^Ar^ ;.,This^ yo^.will fty, my. dear friend, i» 
in cha,ra(3:eA but Lfcruple not to •aircrt,-.oftan 
cxperiqnc.^ which I hope tp.m^^e.you partaker 
of, that tcwy-maHer? of tljije firi\ diftin^tioi^Md 
Te;fpqdability, have left, pi^iny. things- yn^otipcd 
Jiighly worthy their and the. public observation, 
and which, could not haye efcapcd, . hacj thev 
fufFered their patience to keep pace with thcif 
penetration. 

■ 

The illuftration of this I truft you will- ga- 
ther as we. go along. 

Therfirewry of Nainrf, \vi a funi^mer drefs, 
is a yojijflie open to qvery ^ye, and a copipusi 
page may; be read at a glance: The moft 
nimble traveller might luxuriate as he runs by 
thcm,aad hiSiJjindfc^pe, though Jbut the .etch-, 

1 ing 
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ing of an'mftaint of time, muft, if he h'aS^'Ifkill 
to ^* catth the objefts as they rife/* afid^icli- 
nefs of genius to tint thenij be' v^irigus " aiiid 
delightful. Here, the border of Br^ck- 
hocklhire, which begins, juft w'iiere wWt. is 
now called England o'wns its boundary, I 
"was enchanted with the firjl view, but difco- 
Vcfcd at a fecond, third, fourth, onwiard to a 
fortieth, in various excurfions to and fro, durrh^ 
a fix months' refidencc, a thoufand and ten 
ihoufand particular charms tvnicb a firll ge- 
neral fur vey could never afforcfi I devoted an 
tqual proportion of time to the nprthern as to 
the fouthern divifion, of this paradifaical prin- 
cipality, going to the extreme vergj^ both ways, 
and traverfing backwards and forwards tb look 
at their beauties in different Teafons of the 
year; and it isirhe refuit of thefe repeated vifi ts, 
which, at the prefent mbment, I give you : I^ivc 
it you, in the grateful warmth of my heart, for 
pleafure received, not without an earneft hope, 
at the fame time, that you, and others who have 
tafte and aflreAions to reliih the blooms of na- 
ture', arid patriotifm enough to admire them not 
the -worfe for appertaining to their natal ijland, 
may be tempted to enjoy the fame fcenery. 

That Wales . hath a cla,im to pre-eminence 

on the fcore of romantic beauty, can only, be 

3 doubted 
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doubted by thofe.who never have traverfcd it, 
or who^ traverfing, ratber run a race than make i. 
regular tour. It iscertain^ that feveral detached 
ipotSj in feveral different Englifti counties, ex- 
hibit to the eye of the traveller as much of lim« 
plicity, here and there, as much of the fublime, 
and frequently more of cultivation; but then 
thofe are to be considered as pickt and chofen 
places, and are, therefore, particular: whereas, 
the natural graces of Wales, the ipontaneous 
fragrance of the wild herbs and flowers, the un- 
rellrained redundance of the foliagcij and the 
unlaboured fertility of the fouthern foil, are 
general. They often expand from one (hire 
to another with fucceflions both of the beauti- 
ful and fublime, fometimes to the flretch of 
thirty or forty miles, in the progrefs of which 
the fancy and the heart, the underftanding, and 
all the higher emotions of the foul aire, by turns^ 
regaled and delighted. Hence it is impofEble 
for a traveller of a jud tafte not to catch 
pleafure and inftrudion from that endlefs va« 
riety of land and water, hill and valley, dizzy 
afcent, and apparently &thomlefs precipice^ 
which, in Merioneth and Gurnarvonfhire, would 
ftrike his eye at almoft every hour's journey^ 
ing. The traveller of imagination would feel 
an unwonted glow of head and heart, perhaps^ 
in a warmer degree, and of a more fafcinating^ 

kind,. 



kindj than the traveller of merely a juft tafte^ 
Hie poetic and pidtorial traveller^ endued with 
the enthufiafm proper to thofe charadcrs, would 
have a more animated pleafure from a furve/ 
of fuch fort of beauties^ than a perfon who has 
been in the habit of deriving his fatisfadtions 
rather from the refined labours of art, than 
the eafy operations of nature: but all de* 
grees of underilanding and feelings nay 
the foul itfelf would be gratified in a tour 
through Wales, allowing time todojufticeto 
nature and themfelves : and, indeed, none but 
the moft worthlefs or diflipated of human kind 
could obferve, within the limit of a morning's 
ride or walk, fuch an aflemblage of natural 
Wonders, viewed at any period of the year, 
without tailing a pleafure of that moral kind, 
which, in looking above or below, muft pro- 
nounce the objefts of divine origin. I have 
flood gazing on fome — Snowden and Plin- 
limmon, the valel of ■ and of Cluyn, 

for inftance, till they feemed of themfelves to 
fay— Traveller! well may eft thou gaze: we 
merit your pious admiration — ^for we are of 
God. 

But my enthufiafm is running my letter 
into too much length. Invoking, therefore, 
the blefling of that God on you, I bid you for 
the prefent^-*-adieu. 
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LE T t:e R III. ■ ■ \ 

TO THE SAME, 

■ 4 ■ 

-4^ . South Walet* 

. . ^" A . . . . J ;■ 

/1l Young painter of geniiis in afummcf 
tour, from Abergavenny to Milford Haven, 
South, and from Aberconway to Holyliead, in- 
cluding the Ifle of Anglefey, North, taking ' 
into his route the intermediate landfcapcs and 
fea-pieces right and left, and making thofe 
paufes which are heceflary to exadl obfervation, 
and thofe deviatiohs from the beaten to the 
unfrequented trad:, where, indeed, the chaftet 
beauties of nature are to be found, as if th^y 
modeftijj^ withdrew from the gaze of every 
cfbttimori paflcnger, could not fail returning 
Home richly' ftored with materials for the win- 
ter exercife of his finiftiing pencil. Or more 
properly advifqd, and duly ambitious of be- 
ing jufl to nature as his original, and to 
himfelfas her imitator, were he to employ 
the winter only in giving to his firft fketches a'^ 
more correft form, then to make the fame . 
tour the fucceeding fummcr to meliorate arid, 
improve, to catch new graces which new ver- 
dure may podibly have given them, to bellow 
that mellowing, which the moft vigorous mind ^ 
and brighteft fancy derives from! precifion,- 
without, which, indeed, ts^x'j compofitiori of*' 

human 



human. art can hope but tranfitory fame; Were 
he then to occupy his fccond winter to the laft 
poUfhes, then fend them to Soqnerfet Houfe> 
I , will venture to fay he would exhibit, to his 
country, one of the moft beautiful, one of the 
moft valuable colledlions that had, till then, 
been feen in the moft feled of her cabinets ; 
iaccoippanied by this peculiar honour and 
novelty-— namely, that it was taken from an 
ifHT^ginal properly her own : a truth which 
nineteen out of twenty that had never feen that 
original would .be. far from fufpefting: nay, I 
am furthermore convinced that even the beft 
judges/ the moft celebrated artifts, under the 
like predicament, would diftribute the differ- 
ait landfcapes to as many different countries — 
appropriating the fcenery of one to Savoy, a 
fecpnd to Laufanne, a third to the beautiful 
Pays de Vaud, and fo on : for all that charac- 
. terifethefe lovely countries, aflemble in the prin- 
cipality of Wales* The Cambrian excurfion I 
have here recommended to the young and 
ingenious artifts of my country in particular, 
would, were they to travel pencil in hand, 
unite the merits of the patriot to the talents* 
of the painter, and be produftive of objefts 
lip lefs worthy the lovers of their art, than 
the lovers of their country. It is hence, that 
I would incite thofe who are bleft with abilities, 
- yoL^ I. C and 
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and who incline to devote diem to the nm(t 
of painting, to a journey oi deliberation through 
Wales, before they go farther from home, con- 
vinced, that if theftudy and imitation of nature, 
only, were, as it obvioufly is, the perfcdion of 
their art, a great deal of that time and money, 
which is expended in getting to the tifuat 
feminaries, and fcenery, might be faved ; for I 
rep>eat, that this little appendage to the crown 
of England, contains, within itfelf, the richcft 
ftores for the pencil, which can be contented 
with nature or with nature's God, 

Does the painter look for the broad and 
beautiful expanfe ofthefea, with all its attend- 
ant rockii, terminating towers, romaikic (bell« 
Work, and furrbunding ftiores? They await 
him on the coaft of Wales at innumerable 
openings. They falute him at the new and 
old paflage, even as he firft fets his foot on the 
Cambrian foil f He meets them again gathering 
beauties as he goes, in various parts of Caer- 
marthehfhire : they fmile on him as he vifics 
the nrHsuldering caftle, and romantic fcenery 
of the fweet village Laugharne, in that county.. 
— At Kidwelly and Llanelthy, they agam re- 
gale. Swanfea offers them to him in all the 
pride of charms, that have drawn the admira-^ 
tion of the faihionable world. They accum- 

pany. 



pany^ refrefh, anddeligiht him, even toMil&rd*. 
Hai^n^ where they iofe tbemfelves in un^ 
bouaded dcean« Nor are the marine objeds ic& 
beautiful in the iiorthern diflridtsu At Tawyn^ 
Abereftwith, Caernarvon, Harleigh^ Pcnmorva, 
fiangor, Anglefey, Barmouth^ &c, they in- 
creafe in every grace of the grand and 
inlnate. 

Doeji the youthful ehthufiaft pant a&er the 
fuSlime beauties peculiar to the land? Here 
lire th^y in the mod profufe abundance* The 
mountains are here^ whofe immenfe height 
iHuflxates and juftifies that boid imagery of 
the Foet, whole defcriptions would appear the 
HHfOtk of fancy, and of fancy run riot, to all thofe 
ivho have never yet look'd at the afpiring fub- 
lihiities of nature as they prefent themfelves 
in M erionethfbirej and other northern parts of 
lhi3 ifland. The truth and the defcription of 
it, are thus exadlly given in the poetry pf 
Goldfmithj 

- '** As fbriie tall cliff, that iHts its awfal form, 
■>' Swells fi^m tkcYlde, aad.midway ka^xs the ftonh.; 
*' Tho' rodnd its bre^ the tolling cbods are fpxtad, 
'* Eternal funihine fettlo on its hoadi'' 

. 'The clouds, indeed, fecm fomctimes to ifTue 
•ftom the feet, tmd fometimes from the bowels of 
thefetnoimtains, in pafling the (learning *fidcs of 
^ ' ' c 2 which 
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which the traveller is, on the brighteft day, in- 
volved in the thickeft mift, while the fumntit 
of the mountain, above, and of the valley, be- 
low are gilded by funbeams^ which the vapours 
have not fullied. 

Or, languifhes 6\xr child of genius for the 
mountain Cataraft, whofe white foam is^ pre- 
cipitated, by the torrent, down its romantic, 
but rugged, fides, till it reaches thediftant vale, 
where it rolls over the dark rocks, made yet 
darker by the thick oaks that overhang thtm; 
the deepeft green mofs growing on the parts of 
rock not wafhed by the turbulent, but laved only 
by the gentle waves that occafionally overflow 
them ? Would he wilh to hear a beauty that he 
could not ' paint, the defcription of which he 
muft refign to the poet, viz. The ftunning 
found of the fame Cataraft, foftening by de- 
grees into the ftill, fmall, and fweet, voice of 
the rill, which fteals gradually out of hearing, 
along the woody dingle, where it dies away^ 
If his genius leads to thefe, they are to be met 
with in Wales. I have clambered up the 
mountains, where they were paflable to hurhan 
afcent ; I have followed the found of the tor- 
rents, from the firft deafening, impetuofity, to the 
lail of its meanders through the valley; and 
have been paid for my excurlioa by innumer- 
able 
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able beauties, which nature hides, as it were, 
in her hooks and corners, and denies the fight 
or fccnt of to everyone who does not deem 
them' worth fearchirig for. It is almoft a par- 
tiality unwarranted to point at any place in 
particukr, where thefe charms, for the true 
lovers of nature, may be difcovered, they are fo 
generally diftributed throughout the princi- 
pality; but if T am juftified in giving the 
preference to any fpots, I Ihould mehtioii 
Merionethfhire, and the country about Ponti- 
pool as moft replete with thefe beauties— 
thefe and a thoufand more. 

It is impoffiblc for me, indeed, to give ade- 
quate fketches of the countlefs charms a tra- 
veller <)f genius will difcover in this- route. 
The moft vivid defcriptions of Gilpin, joined 
to thefblidnarratives of Pennant jfhould rather 
animate, than difcourage, to the journey. The 
living eye of fuch a traveller fhould not be 
contented with any thing fhort of the living 
volume; in every page and paflage of which, 
nature'wiir here prefent him with fomething to 
admire and imitatc-^fomething," which^ though 
admifed land defcribed b&fore, will fupply new 
dcfcription, new imitation. In truth, the 
pFoptr *objeds of genius can here never be 
cxhaufted, nor genius itfelf fatigued with re- 

c 3 prefcnting 
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prefcnting them. So redundant are the fporu 
of nature in this happy ibily that with a flight . 
change of your point of view ft/A the fame fpot 
of ground will afford ^ fet of landfcape^ : Taken 
£rom the top of the mountain you may fketch 
the valley apart, and it. is fufficiently enriched 
to fill your canvafs^ and call your imitative 
powers into the warmed exertion ; taken from 
the valley you have another feparate picture 
— the firft interefting, foft^ and delicate ; the 
fecond noble^. animated, and fublime : join 
their feveral beauties by taking them in a 
middle diredlion between bothj^and, reverencing 
nature and yourfcif, you will prove the truth 
of my before repeated affertion, that it is un- 
T\tGcffkry to quit your native empire^ to gain 
the wreathe of immortality as a painter. * 

Excufe me, I beg of you, for thus enlarging 
on thcfe beauties, with a view to bringing them 
tipon canvafs, but befides that, I know yon 
both love and cultivate the art in private ; many 
of our mutual friends, amongft which is the 
enchanting De Lputherj^erg, and the brother 
of the ingenious Bivftti^ worthy the relation- 
fhip, are public ornaments of it. , I am per- 
fuaded that if the former of thefe artifts^ were 
to viiit the. fcenes I have here alluded to, his 
moft glowing and juftly x:/elebrated landfcapes 

I from 
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from Switzerland, which we have fo often ad- 
mired in his defcriptions, as well as on his 
canvafs, would /have companions of Welfli 
extradion highljr'deferving that honour. And 
I wifh in your next coilverfation you would 
fuggefi: thefib hiiits. 

But it is time to commit my long letter 
upon paintings — ^which you may, perhaps,. caU 
an epiille to painters— i-to the poft. F^^weil 
then for the prefent 
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L E T T E R . IV. 

TO THE SAME. 



North Wales. 



Vv HAT I have already faid, and what 
I ftill wifh to communicate, in regard to this 
finely romantic country, is, as I before noted, 
rather the refult of the remarks I made fdmc 
months ago, than what occ^i^s at the prefent 
time. My health, as you remember, compell- 
ing my immediate abfence from London, and 
my affairs, neverthelcfs, requiring fome ar- 
rangement before I could quit the Englifh ter- 
ritories, for any length of time likely to do 
cflcntial good to my conftitution, or to the 
circumftances that tended to impair it, I ac- 
cepted, in the mean while, of an occafion that 
offered, to make a circuitous tour of Wales. 
You may be fure that the fentimental pidlures 
of Gilpin, and the hiftorical accounts of Pen- 
nant were in my portmanteau. 

Both of the above named authors being deli- 
berate, and even rcfidentiary travellers, nothing 
was left behind but a few general obfcrvations, 
fuch, as I have offered you in the two preceding 
letters^ and fome local particulars of which I 

h^ve 
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have ftill to beg your acceptance: but, after 
fo copious an harveft, as has been prefented by 
fuch labourers, the Gleanings muft ne^ds be 
fcanty, though, I hope, well - worth ftobpihg 
for. 

The fccnery of Mahuntlerfi ; is in the- : trite 
ftile of awful grandeur, ftupenduous r ock« 
fifing above one another in barren fublimity, s^nd 
forming a natural rampart round the town* in 
the neighbourhood of which^ you ride through 
one of the moft lovely vales cv^n your imagina- 
tion can conceive; the more, delightful for 
coming unexpedtedly ; as, on your firft leaving 
the town, you are prepared only for rocks; 
inftead of which, you enter a lane, about half a 

■ 

jiiile from the village, which ihuts you from the 
farther view of both rocks and village; ;aud 
.conduces you along a green receft, which con- 
tinues for many miles, every ftep, almoft, of 
which introduces a frefti beauty. Wood, water, 
hijl and vale, can fcarce take a form ; the found 
of ftreams, the carol of birds, the diverfity of 
foliage, can hardly be fancied, by the moft en-^ 
thufiaftic lover of nature, which blends not in 
this Ihort excurfion. Every thing blooms 
around you ; the mountains vegetate to the top; 
all the tints and fliAdcs of verdure are in your 
yiew; neat white cottages, and pretty farm- 

houfes. 
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houfes, with here and there a modern villa^ or 
ancient roanfion^ introduce themfelves to your 
eye^as you move on, at fuch acceptable diftanccs, 
and in fuch happf finiations, that even a mat- 
ter of fk& traveller^ muft forget all common-. 
place circumflinces, ^nd wi(h to be refidentiary. 
What then muft be the effeft of fuch fcenery 
mv the children of fancy ? The poetical traveller 
ibr inftance ? For my own part, I was fo rapt 
and entranced J that, giving my felf up uprefenr-. 
cdly to the enchantments that furrounded me^ 
$ felt a fort of attachment to every objed^ that 
contributed its beauty to the fcfne, and waa 
abfolutely in friendfhip^ in alliance, with the 
woods^ as if I had vegetated with them. A 
fober citizen, who had feen me at this time^ 
would have pronounced me mad ; but while he 
pitied me, I ihould have compaflionared him ; 
fince. in this kmd of delirium, arifing from an 
heart and imagination delighted, and, as it were^ 
carried beyond themfelves, by the charms of 
nature, there is a pleafure, which, what i$ pro. 
perly underftood by the words, fober citizen 
never knew. I have often told you^ — with felf- 
gratification^and grateful thanks to the bounteoui^ 
beftowcr,— of this |iiy exceffive fenfibility of 
vegetable beauty : It began from the firfl hour 
that I could diflingviifh betwixt fterility and 
bloom. A gafden, a wood, a rilt, an immentf^ 

mountain^ 



inountain, an almoft untrodden path in a 
valb/j the interniii)able ocean^ the contra<3:ed 
fiream^ and all that nature inherits, were my 
4eligbt, when my love of them was rather 
inftinft than obfervation. The paflion ^Vgrev 
" with my growth, and ftrengthened with nnqr 
" ftrcngth." — It ft re wed rofes over the years 
pf my youth, and made rne often forget the 
numberlefs thorns which environed them.— 
The years of manhood that have ftrengthened 
my reafon, have in no degree abated mjr 
fincere— I had almcft written — my tender 
delight in thefe charms of the creation.— 
And why fhould I not feel a tender affec- 
tion towards them: Do they not lead from 
things temporal to things eternal? from 
earth to heaven? from creation to the Crea^ 
tor? Is not, therefore, the adoration I pay 
to tliem a virtue ? A part of religious worfhip? 
At the time I was tiwoioi^tdr^-emparadifed let 
me call it rather, in this blifsful folitude, I felt 
that it was a tiitie more detached from the drofs 
of the world, and more pure, than probably 
the beft fociety could have made it. Will the 
man of cold fenfe pronounce all this vifionary? 
No. It is fubftantial — to me at leaft it has been 
the (burce, and, I hope, will continue to be, 
of the higheft fentimcnts and contemplation. 

May 
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May I live only 4 while I am fenfibly alive to 
the beauties of nature ! For, in the hour this 
afFedlion quits me, the facred fenfe of the great 
Author of thefe beauties, which my exquifitc 
fenfibility of them kindles in my foul — which 
even the lowlieft fhrub, or fimj^tft blade of 
gra&, now infpires, could no more afcend to 
the power from whom I received this fcnfibi- 
/ lity, than the autumnal leaf, that has withered 
on- the ground, can again mount and flouriih 
on the tree from which it has fallen. 

The pleafure, therefore, of which I have been 
fpeaking, is amongft the few that belong to the 
poetical mind, in balance of the numberlefs 
evils which are faid to be infeparable from the 
votaries of the mufe. 

But you have been mufe-led too long, and 
I have to beg your pardon for a digreflion, whith 
offers you rather a defcription of my own fen- 
fations than of the place which excited them. 
Let us return then to the fweet (hades, out of 
which my felfifh fancy flew away with you. I 
really abhor egotifm, but in letters that mix 
the hiftory of ones feelings, with that of our 
wanderings, it is the qioft difficult thing in 
the world not to be an egotift. All th'at<:anbc 
fairly expelled, indeed, in travelling cpifllcSj, 



is, to make^ as it were, our abfent correfpondent 
enjoy what we have enjoyed, profit by his piea- 
fures, by jn^fcing them our own, if ever we take 
the fame routes and efcapethe inconveniences, 
which he wai'ns us to avoid. In this charader 
of. a friendly diredion-poft I may be ufeful : 
Take courage, . therefore, and accompany . inc 
once more into the woods of Mahuntleth, and 
let me inftrudyou, by the way, that this is a little 
market town, in northern Cambria, in the road 
to Abereflwith, a town in fome reputation, as a 
bathing place you know. If you, who, I know, 
pay an annual vifit to t)ieXea nymphs, fhould 
diredl your watery courfe hitherward, I charge 
you in the name of nature, to make a day's 
paufe at Mahuntleth, where you will find good 
accommodation,and dedicate it to wood nymphs, 
in the filvan fcenes I have been defcribing : re- 
membering, only, to take the horfe road to 
Dolgelthy ; another place ^abounding in vege- 
table beauty. The diftance from Mahuntleth 
to the laft named town, this bridle way, is 
icarcely feven miles, not to be complained of 
with a deed you have faith in, and even if the 
horfe had forfeited your confidence fifty times, 
while your eyes efcaped you would forgive him 
for ihewing you fo many delicious fcenes: 
what is better, he would annihilate the fenfe 

• of 
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of danger, by making you foi^t both his 
errors, and thofc of every body elfe. Do you 
not perceive that my fancy is again kindling ? 
An hazardous time to reenter the woods^ Is 
it not to be feared, 1 fcall lofe myfelf in them ? 
Suppofe then I allow myfclf time to cool be- 
fore I venture again into this wiidtmefs of 
fweets ? It may be as well perhaps for us both. 
Adieu then* 
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LETTER V: 

to THE SAME. 

North WdcM 

jtVFTER about two hours ridings in this 
charming country, you come to a fpot fo cx-^ 
quifitely delightful, that it feems impoltible foi* 
a poet, or a lover, whether his miftrefs is na-> 
ture, or a pretty woman, or indeed for any tnu 
veller, who has enough of romance to keep in 
motion thofe pafHons, which, like wholefome 
breezes, fliould alwajrs ventilate to prevent the 
mafs from ftagnating.-^It is in fhortj impoflible 
fe;r any but the fordid worldling, not to paufe 
in this place, dnd wiih to pafs the evening of 
his days in its vicinity : 

' ** Dacere felicita jacsnda oUivia ntx" 

It 



ft is ia pKri-ef i!ie ralti^ defended bf ah hn^ 
inenfe fcrtea of inany coloiired rocka behind^ 
cfut of wfiichlfpf ings^ here and there^ a few hiaifdy 
ihnAfe ^lid floWexn $ ftu|)endom crags^ nvfiidi 
the hufiPicapes luive thrown from a ridge <xf 
mountains^ wliiofe mtxtilated heads are ftill in 
the douds : Some of thefe crags have been 
lapped midway, where, though they jnenace 
a farther defcent, when aflailed by the next 
•ftorm, they have flood the ficge of the elements, 
immoved, for ages i Qrfier vaft and mrfhapen 
ihafles have found their way to the bottom, 
4kvA lie at the fide of the road— -to the left of 
which is a broad flream of water, here foaming 
into natural cafcadcs, and there diiplaying a 
balbn fo untroubled and limpid, that yoii lan- 
goiih to bathe in it| which you mi^t very fe- 
trurely do, for it is, in many places, fo fhaded, 
and, if you followtlic labyrinths, will guideyou to 
retreats, where, lofing the foot path, you reach 
a recefs where die Graces might bathe without 
alarm. Had Thomfon's Muiidora chofen this 
fpot (he might havt 

•♦ StnppM her beauteotis limbs 
•^ To tafte *Ae lucid cbotefi of the *X)d.*' 

without tlie leaft hazard of being furprizpd by 
a I)amon — unlefs his refiderice, in the neigh- 
bourlvood, gave Irira knbwledfge of the fecrct 

haunt—* 
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haunt — pr. as in Damon- s Cale» .he was remsnrk-^ 
aWy fortunate. For Damons th^rejat^, even 
here; I can affurc you, and ; Mufidoras . too, 
ampngft the peafantry in particular^. 'the fwains 
being as bale, happy a -fet pf nound.. fsiqed, rofy 
cheeked youths, and' the damfels as - well 
featured a race of white toothed^ black-eyed, 
red lipped laflcs, as in any part of .the world. 

■ ••■»•• . ' • ■ . 1 "■ 

I fhould not omii; to tell you, that the natural 
.cafcades, and tranfp^rent baths, before defcrib*- 
cd, are fo tinted by, the refradions of the light 
a^d fhade, and xbe.v,,variegated rocks, fpars^ 
Ihelis, &c. at the bottom, that the water itfelf, 
as^^ well as the flooring, if you. will give me 
leave fp to call it, :exhibit all the colours of 
the rainbow, in nf> lefs inimitable dies. This 
is a natural beauty> I never faw imitated by the 
painters ; perhaps, the imitation of it is inv^ 
practicable : indeed, I do not remember ever 
tp have feen it, in nature, equally perfedt as in 
this valley. Nor is it lefs worthy note, that 
the foliage of the fine woody mountains :th^t 
rife above thefc water-works of nature, in 
nobly fublime contraft of the no lefs natural 
rock- work, on the oppofite fide, is not lefs di- 
verfified than the ftream. The vegetation is 
of every hue" /of whigh green is capable; 

and 
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ind an adequate idea of its eife6b muft be as 
difficult for the pen as the penciL Let it b^ 
added, that your eye, bcfide the already men- 
tioned beauties, takes in the celebrated Caer- 
Idris, one of the loftieft of the Welch moun- 
tains, the fummit of which, like its famous 
rivals Saowdcn and Plinlimmon, is covered 
with eternal fhowt; while numbcrlefs flocks of 
flicep, whofc fleeces, bleached by the wind 
blowing frcfli from the heavens, are fcarcely lefs 
white than that fnow— ^feed, frolickr, and repofe, 
on its ample £des: The eye aches to view tbfc 
top of this mountain giant, and the brain 
turns diexy as it furvcyB,bfy a fudden tranfition^ 
the depth of the valley bejow, Habit^ how- 
ever, familiaTifcs both, thcfe natural wonders ; 
and yer^ they &em for ever new. 

My imagination was at work, to build juft 
fuch a comfortable refidence on this fpot, as 
might hold all the£e whom I loved, and wlio. 
had tafte to (bare with me its beauties: amongft 
thefc, you, my dear friend, were not forgotten. 
The.abgrye ingenious artift had already confc- 
crated an apartment to you, fuch as muH needs 
have given you content. I had allotted ano^ 
ther, adjoining to yours, to bur charming 
friend, Mrs. L. S, whofe fpirit fo accords with. 
you4«; and permit me the flattery of thinking 
vat. I. D with 
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Avith my own. This pleafaht caftic m the arif 
went brifkly, though infenfibly, forwards, as I 
rode on, and the edifice was begun and finifhed, 
in the moft commodious manner poflible, with 
aU appurtenances thereto belonging, fuch as 
good fare, good furniture, good wine, and 
good friends^ in about a quarter of an hour : 
The herds and flocks that grazed on Caer-Idris, 
I had appropriated ; fome fine oxen at feed in 
the paftures below, were, with the paftures 
themfelves, mine alfo: in fliort, I had fitted up 
my place 4^ for the reception of company, and 
began to exult in the work oi my own fancy, 
when, calling my eyes, to th« left, from that 
fixed ground-loving reverie in which they 
had been involved during thefe operations, I 
difcovered exadlly fuch a manfion ready made 
to my hands. Confider the flate, the heat of 
mind, in which I made this difcovery, and 
w^ondcr not if, in the firft moment, I fancied I 
faw only my own edifice. — It ftarted to mf 
view precifely, when I bad given it the laft 
aerial finifhes; it was embofomed intrees^j^ft 
as I would have it: in a word, it was, to atl 
intents and purpofcs, fuch as I had been creel- 
ing, adorning, &c. I need not tell you, who 
know my foliloquizing way, that I was fauntcr-* 
ing^ onward all this while, — ^^ Sometime* faft 
f' and fometimes flow/* as the poet fays* — 

Trufy, 
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Truly, It was a very odd fenfation I felt, ori 
being obliged, at laft, to cionfefs, that it was 
adlually a houfe of more folid materials thaa 
imagination commonly works with. How 
fhall I defcribe this to you ? I was pleafed to 
fee fo pretty a villa, in fo happy a fitiiatiori, as 
well as to find that others had tafte as well as 
myfolf; but I was a little mortified — forgive 
tne — to perceive any one had, as it were, built 
upon my ground, and fuperceded me. Yc 
rigid people of the world, I pray your pardon. 
Which of you has not credled his airy cafllc? 
been delighted while it was in progrcfs, 
' triumphed in its completion, and itiourned it5 

fall? 

My chagrin, however, was but of a moment. 
I had been fufficiently amufed with the fhadow^ 
and was foon in friendfhip with the fubfiance. 
I had foon reafon to be fo. The proprietor of 
this manlion, with a child in each hand, was 
Handing at his gate. He had one of th* nr;oft: 
inviting countenances I ever faw: i: en- 
couraged a ftranger to begin converfarion, tltA 
to alk any queftions, with an affurance c: the.r 
being gracioufly anfwered. On zr,j ^.z?^. sr str- 
ing, he came down to the road fid*, ar.-J, *- ::- 
an urbanity th^t would have gnsctrd ^ '-.-". 

entered with mc into difcourfc. On h-i-ar t.-t .- 

^9^ -/' .'.L 
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eulogy-on the beauty of the place, and receir- 
ing my felicitations bn the enviable fituatioa 
of his villa, he begged I would confider my-^ 
felf as the mafter of it,, as long as might be 
agreeable or convenient to me^ afluring me of 
the moft unfeigned welcome if I pould put up 
with cottagers' fare. To ftrengthen his invita- 
tion, he obfcrved that the furrounding ob- 
jects could not, poffibly, be duly feen at one- 
view ; — that the colouring of the water, its re- 
pofe, its rapidity, the contraft of the barren 
and fertile mountains, and of the rocks, had 
different beauties at different times of the day^ 
and that after a night's refrefhment, I fhould 
find them far more intcrefting; adding that 
there were many others, which lay out of the 
common tradt, in the like Hyle of foftncfs and 
fublimity, and to which he would be himfelf 
my condudior in the morning, on the condi-^ 
tion of my being his gueft that night. This- 
was offered with fo frank an air, with fo much 
unqueftioned difintereftednefs, that I iritreat of 
Vou and your party, if you ever take this tour> 
to make your bed bows and curtfeys to this 
hofpitable cottager. His villa is about the 
midway between Mahunrieth, and Dolgelthy; 
but it is impoilible it :^ould efcape your no^ 
tice; for without thefc memento's^ I am fuisc 

here 
2 
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here would your foot be fixed, and here your 
heart would warm. 

Nor is this hofpitaiity rare in this country. 
It anciently, you know, formed its charac- 
tcriftic. Modem manners have not altogether 
rerined it awiy. I witnefled its exiftence, 
during my tour, in a great many inftances. In 
taking the exercifes of the field for example, 
every farm, every cottage, is yours, as places 
of repofe and rcfrefhmcnt, and the bounty ex- 
tends to your dumb companions as well as to 
jjrourfelf — milk, butter, chcefe, and barakerk, 
oat-bread, a clean cloth, a platter of hung- 
beef, a jugg of beer, and a cann of cyder, are 
placed before you, as matters of courfe, with- 
out afking for, and ypur being a ftranger is a 
fufficient recommendation : nay, you would be 
thought cruel to fuffer from fatigue, hunger, 
or bad weather, while fuch Ihelter and enter- 
tainment was in your reach. As this is 
afDongft the fafts which a refidentiary traveller 
only could know, and asitis really a truth, that 
runs through the country, efpecially the 
northern parts; I feel myfelf the more bound 
to inention it. Nor is it confined to the low 
and middle ranks only. People of family arc 
cyery AvJicre under a prefcriptive necrllltv ot 

keeping up certain forms, but with r^I'|^^»'t i** 

3 WaK j^ 
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Wales, a very flight acquaintance with you^ 
woulcj fecure a moft cordial reception in th^ 
houfe§ of the gentry and nobility : and many 
of thefe live in the folid fafhions, and keep up 
the good old cufloms of ancient days — ftill re- 
taining their hawker, their harper^^ their do* 
meftic b^rd, &c. 

A venerable man*, member for the vpry 
county ^yhich fupplies the fcencs I have been 
d^fcribing, may be quoted asan inftance. His 
ftate of health has, for fomc time, " chcck'd 
" the genial current of his foul ;** but his houfe 
has been long the temple of good humour, 
hofpitality, and cheerfulnefs, in a flile that 
might put to the blulh, the proud refef ves, and 
felfifh pomps of upfta^t greatnefs, and mufli- 
room pretenfions to ftate and diflindtions. 

Such, in yery general expreflions, arc the 
farmers, peafants, and gentry, of the country, 
which gives a title to the Heir Apparent, of 
one of the moll valuable crowns, and to one 
of the moft accomplifhed Princes in the 

m 

Chriftian world. , It were devoutly to b^ 
wifhcd, that, with equal truth, I could pay an 

equal 

* Mr. Vaughan, member for Mcrionethlhirc, who, fincQ 
^ letter was written, is dead. '^ 
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equal tribute to the pcafantry, farmers, and 
gentry, in England ; but I fear the unbought, 
difinterefted urbanity of thefe to ftrangers, 
iiirbethcr of their own country or of any other, 
mud be looked upon rather as exceptions than 
general rules. When I refled: upon the fub^ 
ftantiai charities, and benevolence of the peo* 
pie of England, on all great occalion^,! triumph 
in being, myfelf, an Engliftiman^ but I fliall 
/, ccafe to regret, my friend, that in the Iponta- 
lieous courtefies, t,he little impromptu's of 
civility, that grow out of the wants and wifhes 
pf the moment, and are to be gratified by dif- 
penfing with all fgr-mal referves, tedious in- 
trodu6:ions, aqd l^fpicious balancings, the 
Welch^ the Scptch, the Irifh, the French, and 
ipany other people arc their fuperiors. 



Whence can this take its rile ? Is it pride, 

diftruft, an apprehenfion of being deluded? 

Is it an infular kind of r.efervation ? A fhutting 

up of the heart till it is woo'd and won ? Or is 

it a mixture .of all thefe? Whatever be the 

oaufe, the eifedl is to be deplored : for much 

pieafure is loft to him who has too much 

etiquette, fear, or dignity, to ftoop to imme- 

dia.te occurrences : the opportunity of doing ia 

kirxdnefs is loft in a moment, and if our 

4f>Ofs are to be opened only tQ receive a friend, 

D ^ and 
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and a ftranger muft bring credentials of his be* 
ing entitled to the en paffant benevolence, by 
. being known to fomc of our friends or ncigh- 
/• fflA. hours, t to ihg unknown to ourfelves, a thoufand ; 
urbanities, which might have been fhewn muft 
be omitted. A temper betwixt the extremes 
of French officioufnefs, and Englifh phlegm, 
would formagood middle charafter. From many 
obfervations, doringmy late jntercourfeamongft 

all ranks in this country, I am difpofed to 
think that Welch courtefy is the happy me- 
dium, fo far as goes to the reception of, and 
good offices (hewn to ftrangers. The fire of 
the French, at firft light, is too hot to laft ; the 
frofl: of the Englifti takes too much time in 
thawing, and, though their bounty is but the 
more folid and effectual, when the ice of their 
conftitutional — ^perhaps only atmofpherical — • 
refcrve is diffolveB, like certain fruits of 
the earth, after the fnow that long covered 
them is melted, the occafion is paft away, 
and the objeA that ftood in need of our 
temporary exertions, may have gone even be*^ 
yond the reach of our beft fervices, while 
the fires of benevolence are kindling. Not 
but I know many happy exceptions; amongi^ 
which I fhould not fcruple, were I called 
ppon, by w^y of challenge, to produce a na-. 

tivc 
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tive of the gloomy iflahd, as foreigners fome-* 
times call it, who to peculiar tendernefs of the 
affedlions, for particular and private friends^ 
unites a large, and indeed univirfal philan« 
thropy, the effedl of which extends courtefy, 
gentlenefs, and generous adions to people of 
all nations, difpenfing kind words and good 
deeds, wherever they are implored, I fhould 
name yourfelf — and not without exultation, 
that I have the honour to be your friend.-^ 
Adieu. 

P. S. I Ihall leave the northern and return 
to the fouthern part of Wales to-morrow, with 
intent to take a little fea-bathing, before I en- 
tirely quit the country. I will give yoij 
the reft of my Gleanings from the court of 
Neptune. 



■«■■ 
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LETTER VI. 

J 

TO THE SAME. 

Barmouth, North Wales. 

1 HAVE, as the date will ihcw you, 
altered my route; to which I have been in- 
duced by a wifh to pay my parting tribute to 
the place from which 1 now addrefs you. The 
road from Mahuntleth to Dolgelthy, I truft, 
my laft has made you acquainted with : that 
from Dolgelthy to Barmouth, a fpace only of 
ten miles, can, likie thp other, be done fuU 
juftice to only by your own eyes, for its beauties 
are fo manifold and extraordinary, that they 
literally ** beggar defcription.'* Suppofe your- 
lelf mounted on your horfe, or fcated in your 
carriage on a clear genial day, as able from 
health, as difpofed from tafte and temper, to 
enjoy the beauties that offer themfelves to your 
view. Under thefc happy circumftances thefe 
ten miles would be the Ihortcft, and the moft 
pleafant you have paff in your whole life. New 
paftures of the moft exuberant fertility, new ' 
woods riling in the majefty of foliage^ the 
road itfelf curving in numberlefs unexpeded 
^iredions, at one moment Ihut into a verdant 
recefs, fo coijtraded th^t there feems neither 

parriagp 
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carriage or bridle >¥ay out of it ; at another 
the azure cxpanfe of the main ocean filling 
your eye-^on one fide of you, rocks glittering 
in all the colours pf that beauty, which confti^ 
tutes the fublime, and of an height that dimi- 
nilhes the wild herds that browfe, or look down 
upon you from the fummits, where the largeft 
animal appears inlignificantly minute — on the 
other hand plains, villas, cottages, venerable 
halls, or copfes, with whatever tends to form 
that milder grace, that belongs to the beautiful. 
'. — Such are fome of the objects you will meet 
with in your excurfion to Barmouth : on your 
arrival at which place, fo far from your 
profpedls terminating with your journey, they 
ppen upon you frefh attradlions, which are as 
Angular as unexpeded. 

This little feaport, confifts of one irregular 
ftreet only, one fide of which is built upon the 
folid, rocky mountain, that is of fo fi:upendous 
^n height, that the firft view of it, upon the 
traveller's entrance into the village, or taken 
from the fea-fide, makes him not only tremble 
for himfelf, but for the aerial inhabitants; 
out of that mounts^in rock are their habitations 
formed, and though the confiftence is rather 
weak than fi:rong, as, after much drought or 
xain, it will crumble lender your fept as you 

tread 
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tread on it, the houfes arc in excellent repair, 
and feem, like thofc that rcfide in them, to fet 
winds and waves at defiance. The villagers 
are, probably, more hardy than their native 
mountains— rinuch more fo, I fhould judge, 
than their crumbling 'rocks, if their weather 
beaten complexions, and hard hands, which, 
in my familiar, charadter- exploring way, I 
have fometimcs Ihaken — may be confidered as 
famples. You feem to be carefling a man of 
iron, and that iron appears to be covered with 
a leather, that has undergone the procefs, and 
taken the .tan, of the material, with which our 
Englifh waggon whips are commonly made. 
The chief food of the peafantry is fifh, which 
is had in the greateft abundance ; and it may be 
reckoned amongft the pleafant cbjefts of the 
place, to fee the natives in their little filhing 
boats, on a fine morning, when the fea is calm. 
If you look at them from the rocky fide of the 
irillage, the boats feem like buoys, and the 
people that guide them are fcarccly percepti- 
ble. The village itfclf, viewed on the con- 
trary, from the ocean, is the moft pidurefque 
you can imagine. On account of the excel- 
lence of the beach, it is an admirable watering 
place, and a good bath may be had almo^ 
every day. In tempeftuous weather, the 
affcmblagc of objefts, are, taken together, thd 

moft 



moft fublimc of any in the principality. The 
dark Ihading, and ftupendous height of thefc 
rock'Sj which overhang the ocean, the mountain 
billows, that, afcending midway, dafh againft 
them, as if difappointed in their ambition to reach 
• thefummit. — The veffels that feem crouding 
into the harbour, and almoft taking fheiter in 
the houfes upon the beach. The buildings on 
the rocks, meanwhile, feeming to demand no 
protedlion, but to mock the ftorm — the in- 
numerable quantity of fea-birds that enjoy it — 
all thefe go towards the fcenery — and if 
thunder and lightning are added to it, which 
ve very frequent accompaniments, the rever- 
beration of the found amongft the rocks, the 
terrific charms of the flafties on the objefts, 
both on fea and fhore, with the intermingled 
xx)ar of the waves, finilh the climax, if I may 
fo call it, of the true fublime. You may, per- 
hitps^ alky if this fcenery is not in every 
jfnountainous country, near the fea, pretty 
much the fame ? I anfwer, certainly in a de^ 
gree : but it is thtfuperlative degree of awful 
grandeur, you find in this place, and all I have 
hitherto feen of the magnificence of nature, iu 
the time of her trouble, has been compara- 
tively feeble, to her exhibitions in and about 
Barmouth. 
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But it isf time, that I bring botli you and 
myfelf, fafc down from thcfe Alps of Cambria, 
where you may, perhaps, think I have ftaid, 
with you, too long, particularly when the black 
mountains were wrapt in ftorm, and the nature 
of the furrounding objcdls made me in danger 
of becoming poetical, which, is a rock worfe 
to the fober minded reader, than any I have 
mentioned ; yet on which, too many traveller* 
fplit. Neverthelefs, I have only cropp'd a few 
of the flowers, which others failed to gather. 
In traverfing a fpacious garden, even with 
avowed intent of forming a bouquet, it is im« 
poffible,amidft a profuiion of fweets, beftowcd 
in " the prodigality of nature," not to l^ave 
or overlook many flowerets, and particular 
fpots of exquilite beauty and fragrance. T<J 
pluck and to examine thefe, and occafionaflly 
to borrow from others, what may be honourable 
to them in the repetition, as authors, and agree* 
able to you, as a reader, is the " head and front"' 
of my office as a Gleaner. 

From the labours of the late Mr. Grofle, yoir^ 
and every reader of tafte, are fo well acquainted 
with the abbeys, caftles, and other f cliques of that 
time, and of the time of more deftrudlive men, 
in the fhapes of Kings, Protedtors, &c. who, 
like death, « put all things under their feet/* 

that 
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that I fliall not attempt to re-condud you to 
thefe remains of power, prieft-craft, and fu- 
perftition : Indeed, were I inclined to fearch 
diligently, it is doubtful, whether I ihould be 
able to pick up a fingle ruin ; that accurate 
antiquarian having left nothing for my glean- 
ing. Neither Ihall I fay any thing of Snowden, 
— nor aflc you to accompany me to the coun- 
try, where 

** Huge ninlimmoh rears his cloud topp'd head,*' 

both of which have been introduced to you in*" 
the beft manner, by Mafon and Gray, the latter 
of whom poflefled a genius loftier, and more 
fublime, than the mountains he defcribed. 

A few objeds, however, nearer the ground^ 
remain for me ; and if you will condefcend to 
accept fuch humble offerings, after the giddy 
heights, and fearful precipices, from which I 
have juft let you down, they are at your fervice. 
A quiet walk in the valley, after clambering 
hills, and buffeting with ftorms, may relieve 
you. 

Suppofe, therefore, by way of (hewing you 
a fpecimen of the hardy manner in which the 
poor natural inhabitants of thefe craggy abodes 
live, you ftep with me into a hut belonging 
to one of the Barmouth peafants. In point of 

fituation 
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lituation it might vie with any hermitage, cof, 
or palace, that prieft, peafant, or prince ever 
fixed on for refidence. A noble beach of the 
fineft fand fpreada itfelf at the bottom ; the 
ocean yet nobler extendi in front, with aik 
the fcenery that movea on the face of the wa- 
ters : the cliifs of Cardiganlhire bopmU the 
profpedl to the right, to the left are fcen thofc 
of Caernarvonftiire. Clofe at its foot a rilJ^ 
which is for ever heard but n^ver feen, the 
fhrub wood and weeds of a little half-cultivated 
piece of garden ground bidding defiance to 
the mofl narrow infpedion ; and clofe at ita 
back is part of that immenfe and continuous 
rock on which one half of the village is eredl- 
ed : but as thofe are on the fummit, this is at 
the bottom. The fides, and far the greater 
part of this hovel (for it, is little better) arc fo 
thick with ivy, that, at a fxnall diftance, nothing 
but that romantic evergreen is to be difcovcred. 
A novel writer, or a lover, or a mifanthrope, 
could imagine nothing half fo congenial to 
their penfive difpofitions : it belongs to nei- 
ther of thefe perfonages. Enter it, and furvey 
the inhabitants. Perhaps there never was con- 
tained, in fo fmall a fpace, fuch a variety of 
occupations going on at the fame time : nor, 
probably, fuch a number of living beings 
croudcd into one cottage, confxfting not only 

of 



of one floor, but Orie very coritrafted room. 
That room wis built barn fafhioh ; had nibre 

■ light from the large gaps in the roof, which was 
of thatch, than from the wihdow. Its walls 
!<*Mr of avowed mud, for not fo much as a com- 
mon white wafh, ever attempted to conceal 
their real compofitioh. THe family confided 
of fourteen perfons, of which, three were too 
young to relieve their poverty, though juft old 
enough to fmile at, and difregard it — ^the 
reft were, as I faid, bufily employed. The 
father of the family was making nets, the mo- 
ther of it was Ihaving one of the innkeepers 
of the place— of her more anon — the eldeft fon 
was weaving ribbons — the eldeft daughter 
weaving cloth — the fecond foa was mending a 
petticoat, that for variety of patch-worjk, 
might triumph over Otway's Hag — the fc- 
cOnd daughter was attempting to repair, what 
I guefs, might have been intended for her 
father's breeches, in his younger days, and was 
now to be converted into a pair for his heir 
apparent— the third daughter (he had but 
three fons) was combing the head of the fourth, 
who was, with no lefs induftry, knitting a pair 
of flockings — the fixth girl was making bread — 
the feventh was making broth, that is, a col- 

" le&ion of potatoes, carrots, and other vege- 

tables^--*and the eighth, and laft, was rocking 

VOL. I. E the 
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the cradle of the youngcft child with her foot, 
and dandling another in her arms — while the 
fifth was making firfl experiments at the 
fpinning wheel. 

The tatters, which were thrown over thefe 
poor artizans, were even more bare and ragged 
than the furniture, which confifted of only 
three miferable beds, of which one only had 
curtains, and thofe of yellow ftufF, in fo ruin- 
ous a (late, that (as the Copper Captain fays of 
the rats) — the moths, and other vermin, " had 
inftindlivcly quitted it/' — ^Therc was a fourth 
bed, of a little dirty looking ftraw, in a corner 
of the room, with a covering of old lacks. 
Never, did I fee fo much indigence, andfo much 
induilry united ; for though the latter was un- . 
remitted, the low price of labour, and the 
number to be fupplied from it, and the tender 
years of mod of the labourers, made the fource 
inadequate to the demand upon it ; but neither 
the induftry, nor the indigence, had banifhed 
the virtues, or the felicities : They were, in- 
deed, within this lowly refidence, in a more 
flouriftiing ftate, than is generally to be found 
in prouder dwellings. All the varieties, which 
charadlerife happinefs, in different minds, and 
ages, were prefented before me. The father, 
while he conftrudled his net, taught the alpha- 
bet 
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bet to one of his fmaller children, who was 
armed with an hornbook. — The matron ftrong- 
ly recommended the laft piece of cloth of her. 
eldeft girl*s making, to the innkeeper, whole 
chin (he was reaping ; thus contriving to carry 
on two bargains at the fame time; and it is 
not cafy to defcribe to you, the fatisfaftion 
with which the good man of the houfe kifled 
the dirty face of the child, on her getting 
through her letters without mifcalling, or for- 
getting, more than fixteen [out of the twenty- 
four; or how the good woman chuckled, when 
her encomia of the linen, conquered the re- 
lufbmce of mine hoft, who not only promifed 
to become a purchafer of the cloth, then under 
hand, but to fpeak favourably of her daughter's 
handy- works, to the gentry at his houfe. The 
jok6, howevei*, which was, meanwhile, carry- 
ing on between thefecond fon and daughter, 
about the inverjion of their ufual occupations, 
which was a thing agreed on, out of pure fport, 
jRippIied a mirth, yet more ardent. • The con- 
vention was, " Sifter, if you will repair my 
breeches, I will mend your petticoat. — One 
good turn deferves another. *• Accordingly, 
both went to work, during which, a thoufand 
rtjftic repartees, and fallies of uncultivated wit, 
ivhich made up in harmleflbefs, what they 
wanted in brilliancy, paffed in rebound ; — but 

E 2 the 



52 G LEANINGS^ tic. 

the jet of the joke, lay in a ftruggle, that hs^p^ 
pened between them, in the progrcfs of theif 
b,ufinefs ; the brother declaring, his fifter was ? 
bungler; whereupon, there arofe a pleafanc 
coqtentioji, which was of ferious cpnfequence 
to the breeches ; for they were torn in twaip^ 
and, furthermore, fo rent as to be unfit for 
either father or fon: this, though no trifling 
lofs to a family under fuch drcudiftances^ 
made the jeft fo much the better, tha^t the fa- 
ther forgave the misfortune, for the fa^e of thcf 
pl^afant manner, ^yith which it was brought 
about, afTuri^g me, that there was n^orcwit in 
that girl, who had torn the breeches, an4. iporc 
flynefs in the young dog, that was lau^hii^ ^ 
it, than I could believe. The mother (hook 
her head> frying, they were always at foinc^ 
mifchief, and would be the ruin of the,£iniUy» 
hut patted the girl on the cheek, and <;Iiypp^. 
the boy on the back^ while ihe pafled tl^ cq^ 
fure on them. Thus does the tend^rn^la . o^ 
na;ture adminifter equivalents, for the pqvcrty^ 
of her meancft offspring. The reft of the fi^-f 
mily were no lefs fuccefsful, in mixing amufe- 
ment with bufinefs: The little ftocking-knitter^ 
was telling to the bread maker, a ftory of the 
lights being feen^ and the groans heard,' when 
there was no perfon to carry the one, or to 
make the other. — A fupcrftition, by the bye, 

that 
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ihat is intcrefting to children of a larger growth^ 
than thofe who were then liftening to it ; of 
which in its place. The little cradle-rocker, 
li^as finging a lullaby to the fuckling, which 
was hugging ah half ftarved kittcii in its arms. 
Find me a family, at once fo happy and numer- 

r 

ous, my friend. When the innkeeper was 
gone, I fat down in the ihaving chair, and, 
from that day, have liever ceafed to wifh, there 
was at leaft, one female barber in every town I 
paiTed through. This, however, with another 
at Mahuntleth, were the only ones, I ever met 
with, in my life, and both of them beat the mei) 
aft a b^afd, all to nothing. 

I truft, that you, who, I know, are delighted 

witTi the. fight of *' happy human faces," 

Vfhi)ct\tr they can be feen, will not be dif- 

^leafed at my having taken you into this 

ihtimble abode. It may ferve to fhew you, as a 

.^>teim^n, the chearful and incelTant labours of 

thfc indiiftrious poor; for, there are very many 

of this ddfcription in Wales ; and they are the 

rtiorc nieritorious, as, though there is infinite 

poverty, there is fcarcely any appearance of it, 

in the whole principality ; it being a general, 

almoft an univerfal, principle of the rich, to 

rake care of the poor — a principle, which like 

every other good, is often abufed, For the 

E 3 number 
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number of common beggars, throughout every 
part of Wales, is aftoniftiing: they come in 
tattered tribes to your doors, from which they 
never go away, if they have no worfc faults than 
idlenefs and indigence, without being relieved. 
It would even be thought impious to refufe 
them. Profiting hereby, there are whole fa- 
milies, who fubfift folely on the charity of their 
better fupplied neighbours. The begging 
brotherhood of Saint Francis, arc not more 
vagrant, nor more fuccefsful in their mendi- 
catory pilgrimages : and it is not uncommon 
for the parents, who happen to have feme 
compundion,onthefcore of alking alms, while 
they are able to procure the means of life by 
their labour, to fend out their children to (hift • 
as they can, while they themfelves arc at work : 
preferring this cafual, and difgraceful, mode of 
fubfiftence for their children, to the honcft in- 
duftry, by which they procure their own main- 
tenance. There is» however, as you may fup- 
pofe, a material difference, even in the poverty 
of the induftrious, and that of the idle s the 
former, as in the example of the barber of Bar* 
mouth, covering the ihoulders of his family^ 
with remnants^ which, although 

•* Coarfcly patched with different coloar'd rags, 
" Green, red, blue, white, yellow." 

certainly 
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ccrtainlyfpeak " variety of indujiry;*' while the 
latter, though they are neither afliamed to beg^ 
nor fteai, and of courfe get their cloaths, with 
much lefs trouble, fufFer them to get into 
tatters, merely becaufe they are too lazy to 
mend them, before they are irreparable. My 
friend, the barber, indeed, valued himfelf on 
his true Britifh blood, very ferioufly aiferting, 
that notwithflanding his prefent condition,* he 
was the firfl of his family, that had ever 
gained his bread, by th^ fweat of the brow, and 
that his father facrificed the eftate, which 
ought to have defcended to his pofterity, to an 
aft of generofity to the unfortunate Prince, 
meaning the Pretender, who^ h^ added, point- 
ing to an almofl: worn out print of him, that 
hung on the wall, wajs more obliged to his 
&thcr, and better deferved it, than he dared tell 
me. Not^ continued he, but I am a true 
friend, and loyal fubjeft, to his Majefty King 
George ; but that poor Prince — again pointing 
to the print — was a difappointed out^aft man, 
wandering up and down this country, and I 
am proud that my father opened his door to 
him, though he let out, at the fame time, what 
pluckt up the hopes of his family by the roots. 
Hereby, hangs a forrowful tale, mafter, faid 
he, fighing, but it is of no ufe to trouble you 
with it: and as for me, it is but doing fome- 

E 4 thing. 
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thing, inftead of nothing, for my living, which 
1^ all' the difference you know. Sir, betwixt a 
poor nuin and a gentleman; fo work away, my 
bds and laflTes, work away old Dame Partlet— ^ 
for, at the fong fays, — 

<< The world b a wdl-furniih'd table— 
'* Wheiegueflsaxepromifcuouiljr iet."— 

fung the mother of the family, continuing 
the tune,— 

*' We all fare as well as we are able." . 

carolled the eldefl daughter, who had really a 
fihc voice. 

** And fcramble for what we can get." 

chorus, boys and girls, chorus. — Here the reft 
of the labourers took up the burthen, and the 
'* long loud laugh*' fuccceded, which not' 
only " fpoke the vacant,** but the happy foul, 
f joined in it, with all my heart, and refolvcd 
to recommend as many cuftomers, as I could, 
to the independent cottagers. And, I hereby 
beg they may be had in remembrance, when- 
ever either you, or your friends emigrate tb 
this part of the world, and (hould want either 
nets; (having, in the eafieft manner; home- 
(pun ribbons; home-knit dockings; petti- 
coats repaired ; or breeches dcfth>yed. Adieu. 



LITTER 
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J. E T T E R VII. 

TO THE SAMS. 

South Waief. 

I 

I HAV]^ now rcfumcd my fbuthera 
route, and write to you from Abcreftwith, ia 
my way to which I met with another little cot- 
tage enterprife that is fo defcriptiye of that 
happinefs, in the mod lowly ftations of life, of 
which people in the affluent or even the middle 
ranks of this variegated, world have jig manner 
of idea, that I cannot but imagine a relation 
pf it will be welcome to you, whom I know u^ 
delight in viewing all fides of the human pic- 
ture, particularly fuqh, a& reprefent any part of 
the happinefs of hum^n beings. , 

You V€ yet to learn that I performed, and 
am. fiill performing, this Canobrian expedition 
upon the back of my old faithful fleed, now in 
the. twenty-fourth year of his age : a creature 
the bed calculated of all others for the purpofes 
of a deliberate and refidentiary traveller, hav- 
ing every difpofition in the world to allow his 
mafter time for obfervation and refledion. 
His charader is very truly given in the words 
of the good old axiom — " flow and fure." His 
own hiftory is fufficiently interefting and event- 
ful to find a place in a heart like your's ; and, 
I in 
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in abridgement, I will here give it you. The 
whole life of this poor flave, till within the 
two laft years, has been a continued trial of 
ftrengch, labour, and patience. He was broken 
to the bit by a Yorkfhire jockey, to be rode, 
the moment he was fit for fervice, by an Oxo- 
nian fcholar, who, whatever might have been 
his learning in the abftnifer faiences, was little 
converfant in the rudiments of humanity, 
though they are level with the loweft under- 
flanding, and founded on the tender code of 
that great Lawgiver, who has told us " a juft 
" man is merciful to his beaft." During the 
very firft vacation, this fprightly youth (b com- 
pletely outrode* the ftrength of his deed, that 
he fold him, on the fame day that he regained 
his college, at the recommencement of the 
term, for two guineas, to one of thofe perfons 
who keep livery ftables, and at the fame time 
have horfes to let. It was not eafily poflible 
for a poor wretch, fo badly fituated before, to 
change fo much for the worfe : and of all the 
fates that attend a hackney horfe, that which 
belongs to the drudge of a public univerfity is 
the mod fevere : it is even harder than that of 
the fervitors of the college. He remained in 
this fervitude, however, fixteen years, during 
which he was a thoufand times not only pricft- 
ridden, but pariih ridden, and yet was rarely 

known 
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known to ilumble^ and never to falL hi it not 
qucftionable whether half the parifhioners, or 
even the pricfts (with reverence be it fppkcn) 
could fay as much for their own travels in the 
rugged journey of life? His matter, rather from 
policy than compafTion, thought it moft for his 
future intereft to allow his four-footed fervant a 
ftiort refpite, and he was accordingly favoured 
with a month's run in what is called a fait marfh; 
but» before his furlow was expired^ he was 
borrowed by fome fmugglers, who then infefted 
the coaft, and who made him the receiver of 
contraband commodities, as well as aider and 
abetter in pra(flices, which, like many other 
underhand a£tions, are bed carried on in the 
night time. I fay borrowed^ becaufe after a 
winter's hard work in the company of thefe 
land-pirates, the horfe was thrown up by his 
temporary employers in the very marfh out of 
which he had been prefled into their fervice, 
and a leathern label, on which was marked 
this facetious intelligence, fattened to his fet-i 
lock — Owner ^ I have been fmuggled. By thefe 
means he unexpedtedly came again into hi& 
quondam matter's poffeffion, out of which, 
however, he departed, the fummer after in the 
fociety of an old fellow commoner, who, after 
many years clofe confinement in the cloitters, 
was difpofed to relinquifh them in favour of a 

piece 
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piece of charch prcfcrmcfnt in Norfolk, which 
happened to be in the gift of a ladf about his 
own ibinding in life, and who in the days of 
lirer ytAith avowed fo Urong a partiality for thi$ 
gentleman, that her fkther; difapproving htt 
alliahce with a perfon who had cfAly the hopes 
of 8 curacy before his eyes, thought fit to clog 
fter inheritance, over which he had complete 
Slothority, with a formidable condition of for-, 
ftiting the whole eflates, ihould (he many a 
fen of the church : fhutting out, hereby, the 
who^c body of divinity to exclude the aforeiaid 
individual member. Faithful, however, to the 
merits of the man who had won h^ heart, flie 
was glad to find that the parent^' tyranny 
which had tied her hand, had left free her for- 
lunc; fhe, therefore, took the firft opportunity 
tW'prefettt* the obje<a of her early choice- with 
(Site MUf- jJiece Of fcrvfce in her power-^a' pre- 
ittttsiCion^ro rhie living of which {he was become 
tlhe-patronefs, thinking this a* brtter evidence 
oT hfji- ftill ^3tifting partiality, than if Ihe had 
ft¥^ fortune at defiance, and'lkbrificed not only 
her own advantages but hfer lover's, to gratify- 
iilig a paffion which would have impoveriftiec| 
both* An example of tendernefs, this, well 
Worthy the imitation of more romantic minds. 
It was to bikinduded to this' living our learned 
c-lcrk now jouriicyed oit the ancient fteed 

whofc 
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whofe memoirs I am now writing, and as he 
did not intend to revifit the banks of Ifis, and 
had often been fecurely carried to a neighbour- 
ing chapel, where he officiated, on the back of 
this identical horfe, he purchafcd him to the 
intent that he fhould get into a good living 
alfo. But the turbulent part of this poor 
brute's adventures was not yet performed. His 
patron died without himfelf deriving what 
might have been expedled from his benefice; 
and foon after the deceafe of the matter, the 
fervant fell into the hands of a man in the 

fame parifh, who, to a variety of other endea-^ 
vours to fubfifl: a large and needy family, added 
that of letting out occafionally a horfe. Our 
hero, ftill unbroken in either knees or confti- 
tution, was deemed fit for his purpofe, and 
being thought of little value, was obtained 
at an eafy price. His new matter removed 
foon after to Lowettoft, which you know is a 
confiderable fca-bathing town, in the county 
of Suffolk, where the toils impofed by his 
Oxfprd tyrant were more than accumulated ; 
for, befidcs dragging a cart all the morning 
with loads of bread (a baker being amongft 
the bufineffes of his matter,) he was, on ac- 
count of his gentle difpofition, the horfe fixed 
upon to take a couple of gouty invalids in the 
bathing machine, after the more vigorous divers 
Vol. I. E 7 and 
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and dippers had finifticd their ablutions. Iif 
the afternoon he was harneffed to the London 
pofl--coach, which daily paft from, Loweftoft tp 
Yarmouth. The next morning by day-break 
he came wijth thje return of thefaid cpach, ancj 
was then ready for the diurnal rot^tiop ajt home^ 
unlefs a more profitable offer happened to takip 
him another way. Four years of his life were 
pafTed in this miferable rounf) of labours, an4 
it was at this period of his hillofy he ^i>d I, be* 
$:ame acquainted. I was then on a vifit to one 
of the * beft fcholars and men in the world; 
and being in wanf of a little horfc cxercife| 
piy friend mentioned to me. this poor but ho- 
lieft flave, recounting to me, at the fame time, 
what I have now dilated of his ftory : adding^ 
that he did not exadlly know in what condition 
he might be, at that tinip, but that he could 
anfwer for what was left of him to be good j 
which is much ipore than can fairly be faid of 
a third of thofe who are nearly worn out ii> 
fhe bufinefs of the worl(). 

My affedlions were engaged, and I was pre- 
determined to make a prefent to them of this 
horfe, for a light of which I immediately fent 
my fcryant ; but when he was led to the door 
pf my friend's houfe,and though my refolution 

f The venerable tranflator of Sc^hodcs, Efchylaj, and 
Euripides. 
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lo mark him for my own grew firmer as I 
gated upon his pity-moving carcafe^ I totally 
gave up all ideas of his utility. The owner 
himlelf^ confi^fTed he was almoft done up^ at 
which thought a long figh enfued, and a con^ 
feffion that he had been the chief fupport of 
the family, obferving, while he patted his neck, 
that the poor fellow might be faid not only 
to carry his children's bread to be fold, but 
to. make it. — But it's all over with you now, my 
old boy— continued the baker — you may get 
me thro;jgh the autumn, mayhap, and then— 
What then, faid I ? He mull hobble away 
jto the kennel — To the kennel ? Even fo, maf- 
tcr— What muft be, muft be : 1 can't afford to 
let him die by inches ; and if I could, I don't 
fee the humanity of that : better give him to 
the dogs while they can make a meal of him, 
and pay me a fmall matter for their enter- 
tainment. — He will, however, carry your ho- 
nour this month to come creditably. 

Predetermined as I faid to fpare the remains 
of this poor wretch, I bought him on the fpot, 
convinced that it would be difficult to find any 
other perfon who would receive him on any 
terms. His appearance was fuch as would 
have juftificd Rofinante in refufing his lac- 
quaintance on the etiquette of comparative 
poverty. The aflbciation would have difgraced 

that 
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that celebrated fpedrc ; nor did Quixote himfdf 
eixhibit fo woeful a countenance. If cvcr^ 
therefore, I could boaft of an adUon purely dif- 
intereftcd, and which had unalloyed com^f- 
ffon for its baiis, it was the giving five tiiiies 
more than he was worth; that is to fay, five 
guineas, for this old horfe ; intending only, ^ 
the time, that he fhould pafs the refidue of hi* 
days in peaceful indolence, broke in upon by 
the infirmities of life, and die a natural death. 
To this end I obtained him the run of a friehd^s 
park, where I confidered him ^i a fcfpedablfr 
veteran retired on a penfion. In this v^rdaHc 
hofpital he remained, unf6ught,uiifeen, a whol6 
year ; at the end of which, being invited to 
pafs the Chriflmas with the noble and ge- 
nerous owners of the park aforefaid, I paid 
tsi vifit alfo to my penfioner, Who had gfown 
fo much beyond himfelf 6n thdr unmea:- 
fured bounty, that he feemed to be reno- 
vated. Do not wonder that I fcarce knew hini 
in his improvements, for he appeared not to 
know himfelf. The poor fellow's very cha- 
rader was inverted j the alteration reached 
from head to heel : he neighed, fnorted, kickr 
ed, and frolicked, about the pafture, on my 
'hr^ attempt to ftop him, with the a,irs of a 
filly-foal.* I reminded him that he ought to 
deport more humbly, confidering the melan- 
choly 



chcd/ ficufttion^ from M^hlch he was but re- 
xeMfy dcfliveFcd ; yet fa for from paying any 
akteniioii^ he turned from my morality with 
4n<tthtrf fnort of difdain> tofled tip his faucy 
bead^ arid threw up his heels^ M^hbily forget^ 
th^^ like other ingrates^ his former condition. 
Like them tck> he appeared to confider e)ie 
vorld now madeL^fot* hhn ; and^ therefore^ be^ 
twixt jeft and earnefti I ' wfis refol ved pDcc 
more to ihew him he Wa^ made for the wdrUL 

The very ne« day I caufcd him to be taken 
from his green recefs^ and performed the tour 
of the environs on his back. More airily^ 
more pleafantly, I could not have been carried^ 
BOTj towards the end of the ride, Aiore foberly« 
The fpiric which he ihewed in the pfiftures 
was but as the levities of a hearty and happy 
old age in the plenitude of uncurbed leifure ; 
like the gaiety of a veterfin, who, finding kim^ 
ielf in health, might take ic ijato his head to 
finifh in a country dance ; but thefe are (allies 
ibr a mcrnient. Ah i my friend, how many 
poor ftarving wretcfafis» worn doWn by their 
cruel taflc-mafters, goaded liice this horfe by 
the *^ whips and ipurs of the time,'* and driveii 
out of one hard fervice to another, mighty like 
him, be lelcued, in the extremity, at iinall ex^ 
pence, and by the hand i>f bounty be f»o:- 

VOL. I. F tcdled 
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tcfted from farther rigours ! even till they were 
renewed for a ferviceable^ inllead of a difeafedt 
old age ! How many half-famifhed^ hard-rrid<^ 
den creatures of the human race, I fay, mighty 
in like manner, b^ repleniihed. Rejedi: not 
this long ftory — thi|S epifode — this heroi-comi- 
cpic if you pleafe4-but I cannot allow you to 
call it a digreflion^ Yoii will admit it to be 
in point when you arc given to underftand^ 
that on this very horfe, thus reftored by a little 
indulgence, I haye nieafured a thoufand miles, 
and find my afTociate in fufficient heart to 
meafure a thbuffind more. On the four-and- 
twentieth year of his age we fallied forth ; . and 
if the mafteir had in courfe of his travels made 
as few trips, as few falfe ftcps, as the fcrvant, 
he might be a match for the fafeft goer on the 
road of life. 

Should this corrcfpondence reach the pro- 
feflional critics, think you that I ihould *'fcapc 
calumny** /for taking up £o much of their time 
about an old horfe ? And why ihould I not pay 
an old, faithful, companion, to whom I owe 
much health, much happinefs, this grateful e&. 
fufion. If the Rofinante of Cervantes had 
morq wit, the cat of Montaigne more wifdom^ 
and the afs of . Yorick more fentiment, none of 
them could be better qualified, as Ibefore told 

you. 



ybv, ' f<^ a deliberate 'traveller. He was in 
(bojrt r . nay he. is; beiog at this > very- minute at 
feed befpre me — thc:-hprfe:in the world for a 
Gleufier* A month's clofe connexion ^nd con- 
verfc>"With each other; before I fetout^on this 
toufj in littte; experimental excu^iions^ gave 
him fuch anjiniight into niy habitSj, that we 
perfedly undcrftood one another by the time 
we fct out op our northern expedition. He 
follows me when/I wilh to be a foot, waits for 
me, at a gate or hedge, (without tying} when 
I. imagine there is -any thing Glean-worthy, out 
<xf . the main road ; and when, ai| is my cuftom,- 
ifit down to make minutes of my objfervations, 
or luxuriate on the fcenery around me, al- 
though he hasnevepdifcovered any remarkable 
relifli for thefe fort of banquets, he contents 
himfelf with picking a dinner from the grafs 
on the road fide, or, if this ngriment is want- 
ing, he takes a comfortable nap as he (lands, 
and leaves me to my refleftions : after which, 
though often roufcd fuddenly, he wakes in 
the fweeteft temper in the world,, and i'& pei:- 
haps the pnly companiop a traveller of my 
(Jjjfppfition could go a long journey. with, ^nd 
not be extremely complained of :,I have fome- 
times fet but at e^rly dawn with the ihtentign 
of travelling, even- in my fauntering way, ^ 
leaft twenty miles, but the beauty of t)xz day, 

F 2 'the 
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the ibtin^ceftf tht Afa^^fti^ ittdi a fintoitf vf 
hiind to toj6f th^ijh; Ittf l^tti dififcultj pcfi* 
tnitced me t6 i^ich ttt« fivd: villsiges t6wn; ot 
cdrtage^^fof I ftojt isil^ Wherei dnd afn M^hMifc 
^Tcry wher^. V^kti^ ii Cl^ lifAIi 6t woMiA 
trho would find fcht^ {bi»{»imibfe ? Wheitt il 
^eh the beiiff'Hviid WMitditi^t think tt n Httli: 
tix>ub{efon^e ? I h^Vei^ however, ft w m^ fmr 
6ld fellow tittn look » rf hr haid lefs piitieftcfe 
Or philofophy than myfHf. And Adl not Ibcih 
* hbrfe^ fof once ih • my fife, be inadfe Uic 
rhief fiibjed of a Ittttf > How thitif sm^fk 
topics have filled folios ? Foi^iVc Aiifti - nqr 
friend. I Would not tmild a piface 9yt lAm 
yrttc I air rich as 'Caligula, but I wt^iifd^ undeV* 
^tmr aul^ices, dedfcate to htftv this part 6f kny 
•prclent epiftle, alTuring you, if in my coii^ 
'pottdcnce, ftm find any fpiiit, novcltyi 4p6ri^ 
or inforniadon,* its you flatter nte you do, ffifc 
meek pli^bBKy bf thts^ged thing had hiii ffoiit 
m piroducihg it. As to the critics, ihouHf f 
•^cottie under their littt for the trcfpafs, 1 Ifeah 
onfy beg them, ai^thcy value their own holdiy. 
"hidrki, knd We topmifethem, to bosdt hoW 
"^Wgll Ihcfy carry; iand how much fafbr afld'bfet- 
"'teV they 0Q^ through this "dirty world than dleir 
rtefghbdurs, t6 bkar, this once, with the^ hfltoi^ 
6f mine. 'But I ^roiiiiied you another cottage 



;rdveritUrc^ which this hiftory has thus long 
poftponed. You fhall have it now. 

In efFeft, it was a refledion on the grotefque 
iituation^ to which both man and horfe were 
reduced^ that brought upon you this curious 
mbrfel of equeftrian biography. I fet off from 
a lone houfe, on a fandy heath, very properly 
called the barren ifland, about a mile on the 
Abcreftdwith fide of Aberavoii, where I had 
pafled a ftormy night, rendered yet more 
troubldus by there being every hour brought 
totheFerry-Houfe, the dead bodies of fiftier- 
incn, who had perifhed iii a tempeft, Ivhich a 
few nights before had wrecked a number of 
veffels on the coafl: of Wales* It was the fea- 
fon of the herring fifliery, in progrefs of which 
there are many misfortunes df this fort, and 
df other kinds ; for a bad feafon, or which is 
tantamount, bad luck, will ruin a whole family, 
fometimes a whole village, the fole dependence 
of which are the herrings, the flaple cdmrhodity 
of the inhabitants. At the time of my quitting 
tht barren ifland the clouds made the faireft 
proniifcs, and a beautiful rainbow ftretchcd its 
arch acrofs the heavens to confirm them, but I 
hadnbt gone a league, before all thefe fair" 
promifes were broken, and I was drenched to 
VOL* r. F 3 the 
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the Ikin, notwijthftanding my horfe did the 
beft in his power, for both oiir fake$^ to pre- 
vent it, 
f 

Wc tbok fhelter at a moft mifer^ble looking 

hut, at the fide of the .heath, and accepte<t 

the protedion it offered, with as entire good 

-will, as if it had been an eaftern palace. My 

horfe was obliged to crawl into a kind of out* 

houfe, where a fwinc driver and his pigs had 

the inftant before taken refuge, and, while 1 wa* 

jeconciling my fteed to this ibciety, a Jew 

pedlar and his pack, and another traveller 

with his dog, crouded in. Neceffity, aa 

Shakfpeare fays, brings one acquainted with 

ftrange company : not that thefe are the word» 

of that immortal Bard, and of courfe my 

memory has injured even the fentiment : but 

you, who have literally his works by bearf, caiv 

do him juffice. 

A being, fcarcely human in appearaocr,* 
invited me to enter the hut. I entcr'd.-:^ 
Its inhabitants— How . fliall I defcribe themi^ 
Fancy foniethingi which aflenibles tjie ex- 
tremes of filth, peniiry, health and felicity^— 
perfonify thefe amongft men, women,, and 
children— give to each of them forms and 
features, which confer a fort of grace . and 

beauty,. 
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beauty, on the houfehold of the barbcf of Bar- 
mputh by comparifon. iPat all this filth, pe- 
nury, health, and felicity into motion; and 
having* formed your groupe, imagine that ybU 
fec.it. unlhod, unftockinged, uncapped, ^and 
nearly unpetticoated and unbreeched. Young 
and -old were * bufied • in counting the fined 
and fteiheft herrings I ever faw, that inftant 
brought in from the fi(hing-boat. . The father 
of the family, to whom the boat belonged, de- 
flsred'he had "never had fo profperous a voy- 
^sgtti.'Qnd, though he was almofl blown away, 
he would hazard twice as. much danger for 
fuch another drag : lopk what a fize they are 
-of, and how they Ihine, my boys and girls— ^ 
i'faitb, they fecm'd pUguily afraid of thehurs. 
ricane^ and came in.ihoals to the nets as if 
they took fhelter in- them — ^^little thinking, poor 
fools, that this was a jump from the.water to 
the fire ; and now I talk of that, here put half 
a dozen of them into the pan, for 1 am deuced 
hungry, and mayhap this gentleman may be 
fo too ; and if fp be that he is, he (hall be a^ 
welcome to a freih herring and a brown bKcuit 
as myfelf. — What f^y you, my heart of. oak, 
continued he, clapping me as familiarly on the 
ihoulder as if I had been his meifmate, and 
indeed treating peaa hofpitably as if I bad 
been fo^ and wc had both eicaped from a 

r4 wreck 
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vr^k Cd Vk itafaSn. Fbrceiving iidy dripping 
fkiiatiM^ be 6id^ '* Come flupmate^ doiT your 
jtcket, put on this rug» i^mfc to an bnchor in 
thtt ccmer» 'WiUirti your SbxTcnng timbers with 
tdsrop of this dc^ crc»ttite;» whith Mali make 4 
fSead %fli Spekk iike an uratofM^ifaiefD-^andthtr 
iWig*— ddm't be afraid oF iti*<K>nc Yndrb^— and 
^ttxw yon MWl do while your rigging ahd can«* 
xtSt 4it drying. 

All tbia tsnnit^ mitie b6ft of tha Jiowl flobd 
jfibit fea^chbb'tiuppattljOnimy fMiifcding hHH 
trf wbiob) faccmd tnit fiuiKng1y> Ah 4 ytyn are* 
at! frefli^ water ^ilor^ I peri:eitri?> fiind WMid tftk* 
^a dfeal of ftalbnihg^ before yon ^ene gtod £ir 
4eny tbiag$ buc for me, all witi^ and W^uibeit 
tire alitoe to old Jack> while I ca^ get godd tSih 
Ybmad, aivi gMd fleft^t home; fo fry a(«^«i2f' 
Moilif^ for the wet hat tnkte me as hungry « a 
]ftial'k^ Und^tlKMigb I have dtank likea whale, I 
!ftiall>ftow%k like ii ito)ir^-4nd I hbpe, you will 
tib the fMDib^ Meff-mate. I6y this titne» itiint 
iK>fters fc(t biefore us ^oui" di(h of herriligs, 
Jwhk4i^ wich etaDiMSl ^^ak^s, f^oiatoes, and tet^ 
.tbnnil4t,ifatnilh^ ^one df the heartieft dfunei^ 
lif^l-iitt^ altet M^hitb^ difc iaiior made rtit 
^J^takef^a can ttf iiip^fuhg a fong, at)Oitt 
^^ i^zii^iH, \ktiA hardiMps of the !fea:^fkritig 
dile^ iind '^ttliidt flftt tafee teetice^ that lie ^as 

the 



the hapt^y ikthei: of, a calkin &U of <:)iiklre% 
that I might fee another was upon the ftocksi 
and that if it iileafed God, to fend him. ^ 
dozen Cngh pkeiQs of good fortune eveiy yeaiV 
for a dozen. ieafoos» he Ihould be as abfk;^ .as 
i^e was wiUing^ ta procure a fnug birth fot 
every one j - and meantime^ mafter, we^ wiU 
have another fip of grog» to drink fucce& ta 
the herring filhery. :,..-- 

Our r^^e was intemqpted by the iuddea 
cxdamations from without doors* of— *^She'5 
loft, ihe's loft — ^flie can't weather it^-rJbc 
muft go to the bottom — there is not water 
enough for her to come in, and the wind 
^* blows like the devil in her teeth-Hbe^s 
•* inking— the next fea will finilh her.'* AU 
the cottagers ran to the beach, which wag 
within a few paces. I followed inftin&ivisly* 
The hurricane was s^in renewed, the ibas 
nn mountain high, and a fmall coafting veflbl 
was ftruggling with them. I^ a few minutes 
the ftrand was covered with fpe6tators, but not 
idle ones. The whole of the villagers hurried 
to give alHftance. Amongft the croud, I dis- 
covered both the pig driver, and the pedla^ 
whofe fttuation, I had begun to relate to my 
kind hearted hoft : but the moft afllduous, of 
the whole multitude, was a young woman^ who 

while 
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*h*te : the tears fan • Jdwn hei^ ' ch«6k€?i %¥as 
<nhidll the fiirft t<E> J«ap into a fmall ^boat; which 
fed- beeft •anchored brftH<f'bc^eh,=ii^ iff which, 
<h« nwftcr of our cottage and '^dW*^ bthcrs, rc- 
ifelvta-to truft thtnifelves^^ttt'^lfer'if&efi aflift- 
tiice "as-^as 'in their poVvif. • 3rHi*'%irtd did 
iwrtf atisfte -of its fury; • but fhifred^ a ^w portrts 
ttori^^m-lhcrrcj' this, perhsf()ii-iri a velTeh of 
greater burthen, might have bcert fatal; but 
was, in feme fort, favourable to the little bark 
^'ififlJrcfe. She had, by- tackiflg, gained a fta- 
'troV parallel to' a part of the harbBur,'wh'dre 
'flre^rtight run alhore, which ffic^dWV'at length, 
wftliibat much 'damage: and 4ht6iiiy thing 
*iWw to be apprcheridcd, wai'*tHeM6ft'*-61f?lie 
trot; that had gone our to her rii'dcoar:" "^*Thc 
TCopIe on board the vcfle!, wcre'life'oft'Sn- 
Itantfy on land,' andone^of 'Ihem^'biSTTg^' fhc^Vfi 
thitoat, and told, at the famo trtrl^,' that"' *fife 
urcntout to'thc relief of thtf* ere v^iwa&amortj^ 
the mbft adive to throw out a ropfes and try to 
TCfum the favour intended hi in in kind. The 
^iame circumftance, however, which brought 
in the veffel, presently befriended the boat, 
'wha venturing to fet her fail, was, after a few 
ijefperate rolls, impelled over tlie billows, and 
driven, as it were, headlong on (hore : but not 
before the fatlor, who had been handing out 
'tht rope, perceived the female in the boat, 
:>;. . OT\ 
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on which He threw himfeff to the- ground/ in 
tht eagemeft'of ratchirtg her In his arms.* You 
already- feet they if ere l6vcrs': they were more. 
'The bands 'i6f'tnatrim^*fitt^ anitAl-th^ih^he 
\irec'k'bcrorei- "The Very^^iHRing boat; whith 
was lioV'driVeh on fhore. Was the ihutusirpro* 
pertr oMiieyt^b fathers, ^i^-lhlid -aMeed t5 
-give" up &ch* Kis^ Ihijfe^* " to ' their-i Ion and 
daugHlbrV^as^ the weddlngpSrtion: two*bf ••the 
men in the little fkiflf were the fathers f the 
profits'of tHe' herring feafohj were to be the 
childrefAs fbrnihe. How thin are the bounds 
that fepafate the extremes of happincfs, from 
the cxceftes- of mifery . The former^ howcveii 
were rio^ realized : the veflTel brought in a 
good freight; the fathers were favedi ' and V\t 
chitdreh Wire happy. Thiey' all refided, and 
were, indeed, natives of the village, but mine 
hoft, whofe houfe was neaireft to the pl^^ of 
landing, and had a h^2irt fufficiently expanded 
to fill a palace with people that flood in need 
of hofpitality,- infilled, that as foon as the 
Little Sally dnd Jack, which, it feems, was the 
name of the flfliing-boat, could be left for half 
an hour, they fhould pafs it with him : this 
being agreed to, all hands went to work upon 
the Little Sally and Jack, and if I had not 
been afpprehenfive that my ignorance in what 
was to be done, would* rather have confiifed 

3 than 
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than aOXfti^, my^eopr^.iflwilftnpf lnye,-))e<o 

IflGt jpifeh»ef d9ne g^l^ f^^lvc.^e^bie^ cfc 
l»£M.tbf <5WpWVJ(<» .#'.^lie4Ht^^^ ray 

8fi»fWd D|iJ9fs |»oc^jr i^is; timfj :|jiqr wpul^ 
J^m^er lA a J^ffun^tsk -togetlicc tlu^^^ 
y«ars.. A.£re^ fuppjy of Mi, <wa« unmcdiatel^ 
eir^erqd iato tbe jpaa, jpy. JaodJocdj . foearu^ « 
temble oath that :09 -tbu occafiqn, /for therib 
was,4i Afift irien^ihip hctween. him ^|id thp 
ptrt^c^ prdtrved)^ ij^e old fayijog; iboul^d bp 
yqifffif d, as tt) thcif iwifpmk^ tibrice : accord.- 

4RClKi;/^r their J(b$;oad oce9A> it ^^9 ^dctcrT 
pMped xbat the bo^ which, fosne years before^ 
Jiad commenioratc,d . an ^cipf^. ffotn a ihipu 
^re^ in his owj)JG:>rt]unes» fjoovid now Jbe 

filled to the brioQw to .celebrate the jTucceb of 

»• '-'h-i-*.-* «■ 

the Little Sally and Jack* I was prelpKl tp 
ifaB^.and, take u^ fci^rje:^ oj^ pain, of .heioj^ 
<]|3ieaicd too pro^d Xo jbjc hjippy^ jam^i!^ -poor 
pftdfjlcp -and ^^^phCcrxjj^ ihVtx mj^,^?^ ill 

this xime was in a Ift^te^ whipfi reproached 

' *' •-■.. .». ... ' 

ine: /ar iaru^ fo j&ij^^^ ftarted 4jp» 

deplfring; »that thojjij^ hp cQuid^ not ride, hp 
ion^i^d a iodc M«.to a. man* a«df that if mine 

• r - ■ ...... 

■WQjoid put up wkh Jtroeis of br^ji# inftead 

of 

c 



of hayi of ^hie)]^ he had none^ and a draught 
9f ale» :iMVc44 of watep^ he (hould be as wel- 
come as- hi$' j9wn foul* . I took him at his 
word^ and i|aid to wita^fs amd join in the 
Cefttyaies; t^t there was juft. enough of the 
evening left .to' reach Abereftdwith. I wduld 
have offered a fmall token of ackno wled^cnl^ 
for what I had received, but that I faw a tre-^ 
inendous frowfl^gathering on the brow of my 
hoft^ and an oath quivering on his lip, which 
frightened me froni my defign, and raade me 
only take his jiand, with an airufance, that I 
iirauld never pafs his houfe without ftof^ing^ to 
fee if all was well on board, and how the her« 
ring fifhery fucceeded. This fo pl^ed hitn^ 
that he made the bowl go around to niv health, 
and wifhing anc^her. ^le ef wind would blow 
me into his hovel, as often as I fhould come 
along fide ef it ; then led out my horfe, held 
my . flirrup while I mounted, and hUzza'd 
me in three hearty cheers^ till I was out of 
fight. 

My dear friend, how fallacious, how con- 
tradled, are our judgments . on that part of 
human nature, which we have not had oppcr-* 
tunities of feeing, and which, therefore, we too 
often fuppofe does not exiff. We lay much ©f 
what are called; the coUrtcfies, civilities, an j 

InMinifting 
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intcrefting humanities^ to the accdunt of edii*» 
cation : we conceive, that to enlai^ the humail 
hearty we ftiould refine it : in fhdrti we art ex-* 
trcmely *apt to circumfcribc elevated adion, to 
dilated life ; or at beft; to confidei^ the noHcr 
eiKifibns, when they proceed froni low boriji 
aV^d uncultured men, as exceptions to a ge- 
neral fordidnefs, and vulgar way of feeling^ds 
well as thinking. You will not fufpetft me of 
an overfondnefs, for what is terrhed low com-* 
pany: the error of my life, perhaps, is to 
have paft too much of it in the fociety of what 
fs called high company ; for what,- commonly 
ipeaking, does it fhcw us, but the fmooth (hiU 
lings, th»t Sterne has fo finely dcfcribcd, as 
rubbing^ut all ' charaftcr and impreflion, iii 
the aft of polifhing ? I love, however, to mix 
with, and as it were,"^blend myfelf, in all ranki 
and orders of men — to fee, convprfe with, and 
weave myfelf into their moft faniiliar habi- 
tudes i dnd as I never yet could bring any 
other perfon exadly into the fame way of 
thinking, L have purfued this inclination for 
the moft part alone^^ till, by long ufage, folitary 
travelling, though I tru ft you will allow me to 
be of a focial difpofition, is become agrce- 
^able to me. Arid fuffer me to fay, that I 
Jhink I have derived from this w^ry Angularity, 
a 'more thorough ihfight into nature, the hearts 

and 



iuiA ms^ners of- human diind^ than if I hid 

gbAc the grahd tour> ift-^hat is denbminatirfi 

the ieji company l^ By nftciM' bif liiy bumfblef^ 

but lefs eircumbefed, mode of tra wiling; I tin 

as fr^e to obferve Wha(t is paffing, as the birdp 

that fly over- my head: like tbem^ I ftop. M 

amufe myfelf >vitl> a fong^- regale myfdf with 

gleaning what I feel to be folid food^ biff 

^which grew' vp in places^ where another tra- 

-.veller woiitd'/not go to look for it:, like them. 

I ^njdy the blazing hearth, and partake, the 

crumts of the peafant, or paufe to obfervc 

upon the magnificence^ ind Juxuries of the 

prince.' I pafs in rapid tranfitions, from one 

to the other. In a circuitous way, revilit the 

places I have left, renew n^y acquaintance wiiji 

particular perfons and places, glean the cl^aracr 

ters, and Hearts, of the poor and the rich, brcalf 

In upon them unawares, open the path, by^x^ 

- iomier^iotices, which gives folks time, to put 

on the malk of the world, and receive me ixK 

difguife. — I love to take them by furprizc, and 

fo difcovcr my welcome. It delights me, to 

'lift the Utch of a cottage, (fuch, for inftancc, 

as I have been defcribing) towards night-fall, 

and to fee the hearts of the inhabitants fly out 

fuddcnly to greet me. And to treat my 

friends in higher life, in like manner — to fteal 

into their familiar, family rooms, unexpcciledly, 

and 



(tnc} almoft ui^fectii m hours thcjp are meft 
likely to be gathered together. When a year's 
abfenceis expefted, it delights me to cut it (horti 
ibmetimes to cut it in half— fometimes, even in 
quarter9.*— Can there be any thing naore pleafank 
to the traveller^ who has« luckily-* 

^ The world before Um where to choolfea** 

than to fee the countenances of a whole fa« 
xnilyj of whsttevei* condition; and of whatc^ver 
country; for what points or boundaries of 
earth or water can fee limits to a temper that 
cultivates the kind» the good^ and the ingeni- 
ous, wherever it meets them? — to fee, I iay, 
the countenances of fuch lighten up at your 
Hidden appearance, and each perfon contri- 
buting to your welcome— one offering •* the 
ready chair/* another refrcflimcnt, &c. &c* 
and thus, as I faid, feeling yourfelf at home 
ivith the worthy, and hofpitable, in all countries. 
I proteft to you that I bear a good«will, bor« 
dering on friend (hip, for even the trees, or 
liedge-rows, that have formerly afforded me 
jQiade in fummer, or ihelter, fuch as they had 
to beftow, in winter, and I do not pafs them 
t>ye, in my returns, without a fmiie, and ibme<* 
times a nod of acknowledgment. 

Am I exhibiting traits of an hun[u>uri(1:. m 
alt this ? Be it fo : if they fcrve to keep roe, 

6 in 
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fri fpite 6f mdny vexations from tlic world, in 
humour with // ; if they ©ipen my eyes to the 
bdautie^ of nature, and liiy heart to the author 
of them : if, in the cultivation of new friend- 

■ 

fhipsr, they help me ro forget, or forgive, at 
leafl-, old enmities ; if, in a word, they enable 
me to draw both from folitude and fociety 
thofc fatisfadions which, though unfelt or un- 
known to others, are extreniely appreciated 
by me, would you wifh me to forego them, i|i 
. complaifance to thofc who think they RVtrigbl 
w travellers, and. I a mere idler by the way, 
becaufe we perform our jcJurney — the fame 
fliort journey, alas! with refpecft to human life — 
in a different manner, and with different de- 
grees of expedition, as well as by different 
roads ? No. You have too much philofophyj 
too much toleration, tod much affedlion, about 
you, not to let every man amufe himfel^ in 
his travels through life, in his own way; and 
with refpeft to myfelf, you would be in friend- 
fliip with the moft inanimate objcds — with a 
clown that opened the door of his hut to mc 
(but for an hour) amidft the Appenincs, to 
lighten the toils of afcending them, or with the 
fimplefl fhrubs that faved me, but a minute, 
from' the ^* pitilcfs ftorni" in the deferts of 
Arabia. 

VOL. I. ^ G In 
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In return^ every thing that contributes to 
your eafe, comfort, or happiuefa^ is interefting 
to your friend ; and were you to tell me, thai 
a poor fparrow thH fat on your hottfe-.top gave 
you pleafure. tp have him amongft your domef^ 
tics, I mult mourn the fate which fhpul<i 
bring that fparrow to the ground. 

How have I been feduced into thefe delinea« 
tions of myfelf? I know not. But, I remember^ 
that they grew out of an apology I was mak«^ 
ing for floppii:^ fo frequently on the road, 
going backwards and forwards fo irrcgu-* 
iarly, and vindicating the hqmble compgniom 
amongft whom I cvcxy now and then throw 
myfelfr 

In the caurfe of our correfpondence you 
have had reafpn, I trull, to approve of the 
|)a;ufes I have made in the molt lowly dweU 
lings. At the laft retting place, for example^ 
did I not bring you acquainted with a fet of 
as humane, open-hearted, fincere, induftriousn 
and innocent creatures, as ever ftruggledy with 
the winds and waves, for a fubfiftencc ? Ex- 
ppfed to the moil furious elements, do you not 
feel that the gentled and the bed are mixed 
up in their compofitions, even while their lives 
arc palTed in the rudeft occupations? Do you 

not 
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not fee that die hardeft hands, and the fofteft 
hearts belong, frequently, to the fame perfons? 
Is not hoipitality, good £udi, good neighbour^ 
hood, and every fbcial virtue, that would em« 
blazon a court, fhut into that clay-built hut, I 
have fb lately left? Air you not in alliance 
with the whole party? Does not your heart 
warn:^ to every individual member of it, thougjh 
you will probably pever know -them, but by 
my repojTt ? Does not your attaching fentiment 
extend, in a manqer, to the very vefTel tb^t 
brought the happy pair again together, and tu 
the adventurous ftifr, that braved th? temp^ 
for her relief? 

f 

Had I not been a deliherate^ if yen will have 
it fo, a Jauntering traveller, and of the tem^ 
perament I have pourtrayed, you would have 
paft your whole life, perhaps, without know^ 
ing there was fuch a groupe in exiftence, hid> 
as they are, from high minded obfervers. 

There is a beautiful fcntiment, fomewherc 
in Shenftone's profe volume, which purports, 
that he never cafts his eye aver a fpacious 

• 

map, but he fancies in fuch and fuch countries 

are numberlefs amiable perfons he would like 

to know, and concludes, with a figh ©^ regret, 

^ 2 that 
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that it is impoffibic he ever Ihould. Thtf 
traveller of my caft, certainly, ftands a better 
chance of hitting upon fome of thefe, thart 
he that is in and out of the country, as fad as 
horfes, or wheels, can carry him, and, of courfe, 
though he pafTes by as many amiable people, 
as even a generous heart could expeA to find^ 
knows as little about them, as thofe wheels, ot 
horfes. Whatever, therefore, you were before, 
I fet you down from this moment, as a cotivert 
to refidentiary travelling: and, moreover, 
"whenever you^ext examine your map, to trace 
the. wanderings of your correfpondent, you 
will be pleafed to know, what you certainly 
did not know before, that upon the fide of a 
fcarreii heath, at the edge of a roaring fea,: be- 
tween Abcravon and Aberedftwith, there ftands 
z folitary hut, which would open to diftrefs^ 
•a^ readily as to profperity, and afford its im- 
paiitial bounty, to whofoever is in want of it. 
Ah, that truth would warrant our faying fo 
much in praife of half the houfes, that have 
•the mqft room to fpare, and the beft accom- 
moda-tiqn tobeftow, in the great city of Lon* 
dctfi, . Or any other great city ! but, as Cooper 
.fays,„very^jrv.cetly, though, perhaps,, a little 
;quaintly, — . 

tf '6o^-mad« the country, and m^ made the town/* 

After 



After all, there are good people every where, 
if we take the trouble to look for them ; and 
to exped them without trouble, or refearch, 
in a world like this, is prepofterous. As cities 
have their virtuous charaders, cottages have 
%heir villains, and wherever cenfure is general^ 

it is in -life, as in literature, perhaps, — 

f I . • • • • 

** Ten cenfure wrong for one who a£ls amifs." 

At lead, the pracflife of condemning in the 
lump» -and ercdting our panegyric on cottages^ 
4in the ruins of old threadbare fatire on courts, 
is my abhorrence. In either ftation, one of 
your principles would be ajuft obje<ft of the 
love I bear you. Is tliis a letter, or a volume? 
Left in looking back, you ihould ajk what // 
is about? I will abruptly end it, by bidding 
you Adieu. 
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LETTER VlII. 

■ ■ I ■ 

TO THE SAM2* 

Abexcdilwltlu 

1 RUE« jny friend* I plead guilty to 
your accufation of lilence ; it has been a w.hol<^ 
month fince I lail addrelTed you ; but I under* 
flood by yours, which came to hand foon after 
mine was difpatched^ that you were in your 
bed 6f iickhefs, and that heavy grief, for the 
lofs of one of the earlieft adopted, and mbft 
dearly Iftved, df your friends 6ccafloned it. * 1 
have thfc moft rooted diflike to interrupt,^ or to 
be interrupted, iii the awful duties alid ihclin* 
ings of diftrefs on thefe ofccalions. If is ufual^, 
I know, to \frrite a very long epiftle of coftdd- 
lence, and confolation on fuch cafes : but didt 
not the intention fandify the practice, I (hould 
pronounce it impertinent, if not impious. It 
is obtruding upon our forrow in its fabbath. 
One whom we have long valued, long converfed 
with^ will be fccn by us in this world no more; 
the d^y that bereaves us, and the days of 
mourning that fucceed it, fhould be kept holy. 
It fhould be hallowed with our tears. Sucl^ 
tears ofteji 5^ do us good," or, at word, they 
do us lefs harm, than an uiiiffeafonable attempt 
to Avipe tl^cm a\vay. And fuch efforts, are al- 

wayij 



wafs more or lefs ineffedual : the eI6(^uence of 
Cicero^ cloaching the morality of Setieca, would 
neither reach our hearts, nor convince our un-* 
derftandingSy under the recent impreiHons of 
grief, for the death of a long tried, and long 
loved friend. The ordinary applications are 
packs of proverhii and firings of maxims^ 
Yfhich tell US' what we know to be true, and 
impmlluaili. Haid I infiilted you with any of 
thefe, I ihould have difhonoured both the. liv^ 
ing and the dead. I am not to leam, that you 
have " the virtue to be moved/' and, that her 
you mourn, had a double claim on your ten- 
der r^et — her own admirable qualities, and 
her veneration for yours. 

As there is a point, however, beyond which 
forrow fhould not pafs, ib is there one that 
Ihouid bound the falutary iilence of a friend. 
That point is, methinks, arrived to you, and 
to myfclf Your favour, by the poll of yefter- 
day, convinces me — 

*' Difcretion hath fb far foaght with Nature, 
** That you with lui/eft forrow think on her r 
" Together with remembrance of yourfclf/' 

Your obfervation, that there was a refemblancc 
betwixt me and the deceafed, in the conftrudion 
ofourminds,or, atleaft,in the formation of our 
tafte, is extremely flattering; particularly, m 

04 *^ 
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an hour like this^ when you have been; as if 
were, embalming thequalitieS} that moil pleafed 
you in the latter, with your tears. I remem* 
ber, you was formerly of this opinion. The 
difference of oi|r ages made nothing againft 
the fimilitude of pur fpirits. The ftvf days I 
palfed in the company of this fecond ,Dc 
TEnclos, at your houfe, in the winter of \ - ■■■ 
were amongfl: the few that hurried away from 
life, without feeling one moment too long. 
Shall we ever forget the crtthufiafm of fympa^ 
thy, that; by aft involuntary, impulfe threw, us 
into each other-s embraces, on our difcovery, 
,that; we both held long converfations with our- 
felves, and as regularly went on with queftion 
and anfwer, as if we had been in the heat of 
debate, in a room full of company? You re- 
member, likewife, I tfuft, our fatisfadtion on 
finding, tb^t we had been both fet down, for 
people out of their wits, by the — » 

** Sly, flow things, with circnrtfpcftivc eyes." 

and that we fhould both defcend to the grave. 
With the reputation of haying been diftradled: 
that is to fay, having had the power of extrj^dl- 
ing fweets, from thofc flowery trifles, which 
others, who are as pleafed with tfifles," not a 
whit better thjcmfelves, reckon amongft the 
weeds of life. 

Her 



journey to the tomb of her grand - 
fnothfc4«, from whbfe bounty Ihe had received 
Imany valuable things,-'ahd from whbfe pious 
condu<St in life, the rich -legacy of a virtuous 
example, is never to quit either yoiir mremorji, 
^r mine,' my dear friend. The diftance^te- 
twixt the if>ot whert fhe Ke^felf liv'd;"irid=^tha't 
where " her venerable anfcelter was biinedi the 
idifitctilties ifii encountered *i)n^ the W¥yi-. and 
the pleafarc of accomplilhing her • pUtp6f#, 
.were all: circumftances'tb'^iwfereft her (excellent 
heart:' but, how was tbw "pleafure augmented* 
by the little adventures fhe met -with m the 
village;- where the bones of this amiable refa- 
.rive were, depofited. Her own eloquent man- 
ner of relating is neceffary, to give the portrait 
of bqth the caufe and. efFeic^:^ 6n that ^ccafion. 
The face and figure, over which, Beaqty-s griiat 
idcftroyer. Time, could gain but .a partial and 
imperfedt vidtory, fhould be before you, to feel 
the fulnefs of her happinefs, on her hearing 
from the whole neighbourhood, who had her in 
remembrance, a long detail of the worthieft, 
kindeft adlions. She made the tour of the vil- 
lage, and in almoft every houfe, faw or heard 
of fomething, to make her proud that flic 
fprung — 

** From unattaint^ bloody 

" AndclaiiQ'd a birthright to be good/- 

What 



What; indtcd^ mull have bean the tnmfppR of 
i jmin4 like her*s, on gathering ffonx oac poor 
family, that to the deceafedj they owed thair 
preferyation from a prifen ; from another, the 
portion o£ a daughters from a third. ^ timely 
refcue from the jaws of poverty. ax|d fo on in 
benevolent fuccefiionB ? Thi$ village^ ^tooi was 
the abode of her. early, ifcy** How vifid were 
the pi&ures (he drfcw.of.her revifitatioh. to the 
fcenei. whidh had made upon a fnfceptible 
heart, the firft impi!e(Iioin$. laAd which half a 
century *a abfence. had jnot power to' impair. 
Like a bver. faithful to his firft adb(^ion&. ihe 
told uSi you knOWi' how (he faluted many of 
the green lailes. allies, and old inhabitants as 
friends, for whom, though long parted, ibc re* 
tained a kind remembrance: (he paid partis 
cular refped; to tht yews that (haded her rela- 
tion's gfave. and had d long interview with 
fome elms, now grown into (lately trees, which 
were of ^er own planting: ihe called them her 
children^ and told them» (he rejoiced to fee 
them do well in the worlds and profper. 

But that, which had more magic for me on 
this occafton. was, I confcfsy the very points. 
which your very fober, fenfical people, who 
are vain of their rationality, would be the 
Icalt fatisfied with — the romantic means (he 

ufed 



1 * 

liM td bring.tfaSs jouipo^ of.her heftftfcolbeah 
]^fatbiIlg could' favour itr^ihtott-f^^ven a'^Titer 
of romances coiild nof^r it^iiD the: oliaraiSxT 
mnd diffAifitioh of the Tefidsnt.xlcYgyman of 
the viliage^i^.^lio; ininfwerto htt ktiir S( 
mkqmtys ^ptdin^ ihe pofi^ilky of a few da/ft 
«»Sti4kimtA]«^dfi!^ iifttl dafi:i^il$ihg the mdcive^ 
fent hw :»} prtffliog, and, indeed, irr;fiftiblt 
invitation ' to his own houfe, afluring her at 
fbeiattfe'tktie, that hiirifelf, and every part of 
ids hmiiy, entered fo cordially into the virtue 
ous fpirit-of her intended adventure, that they 
i9fxt defirpus to give it every encouragement 
'Midafllftaiii^ref, begging her^ withal, to femember, 
that the moment (he entered the Parfoitagr of 
y ■ ■ ' , Ihe was at home, becaufe, ^^h^r^vet 
there i^^mpathf, there i^ Hainr^ dj^effhn,. and, 
of courfe, (though perfonal ftrangers before,) 
fll£y fliei^t ^tn the terms of Aear relations, whom 
E wifer and better Diredtor, than Chance, has at 
)Aft bronglu: together. 

• Her. firft grand {>oint b*ing thus carried, 
arid fo much in her own way, the reft was of 
no difficult attainment, for though, Mr. L. S. 
her hufband, is a man of the world, and well 
knows how to traffic with it, the fpirit of 
trade had not fo far abforbed the fpirit of con* 
jugal love, as to obftrud any innocent difpofi- 

tional 
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tional impulfcwiiU> wife wiflied to follow* 
The Quixotifm beforemientioiied, indeed^ ap« 
pearedco him cari^ingthe jdke too far^ and it 
Msas no cafy: matter; xo make him .believe the 
&ir Qjiixote ferious. > His rcafoni^ upon.Jt 
was* fo ch^raderifti^ of the man of! hufinefiu 
]t/haci{;forined t;h:e fifi^ft contraft to! the idea»» 
and cxpe£ta(io>a$» of the wpman of genius. 

• * • 

, ■ .■-■•* 

What ! my dear, take a journey of an huiw 
drcd milcs^ to vifit the grave .of , yput grands 
mother ! — Write a long : rig-me-irolc .epiftle^ 
(which, I dare fay,. is very fine; and. all that,) 
to a man you never faw! Why, what fort of 
unfwer can you expeft? : Depend on it, the 
gentleman will fet you down as 4 mad-wo^ 
man, and fp write yoju no anfwerat alj. 



r 
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And when the anfwer did Come, a]! I can 
fay is, added Mrr.L> S. he is s^s mad as you.- 
Go by all means, continued he, h$2(rtily. laughs 
ing in a good humoured manner; pray go, 
wife, for 'tis pify two hpufes (hould part you. 
Have your frolic out, I beg ; only if, Whcil 
you get together, you Ihpuld make one another 
worfe, and fhould wifh for apartments nearer 
Moorfields, drop me a line, and J will do the 
needful. 

Our 



I 

Our heroine, .you kndw, was^ tqo much in 
earned to be laughed ^ eitherof her feelings^ 
Or her ohjed:; and fet out, at ^' peep of dawn/' 
cm her expedition. The worthy - family morcf 
than juftified their promifes ; and the conge^ 
nial-ljgirics, w:hich were thus made koown to 
ttch> enjoyed a higher'" feaft of reafon,*^. or 
at leaft " flow of foul/' than they had^.eveff 
before experienced. On her return, Mr. L.S. 
deceived her with' the fame 'good-nature 'he 
had fuffered her to depart, and contented him- 
felf with pleafantly obferving, that as fhe had 
overftayed her intended time of coming back 
many days, he hoped fhe was as happy as fhe 
had expefted to be ;on which, my dear, cried 
he, embracing her^ — I have only to fay, that 
your fine fenti mental people of genius, about 
tove, friendfhip, fympathy, congeniality of 
jbuls, and all that, are the mod forward,- 
thoughtlcfi, and impudent folks in the world ; 
for I could no more go to a flranger's houfe, 
and feel myfelf at home in it, without having 
any manner of bufinefs with the family, than 
I could fly in the air.^—! hope, however, you 
have had the grace to invite them here by 
way of p€r contra, for we are devililhly in ar^ 
rears to the gentleman at prefent; and as, I 
trul^, I am a tolerably honefl man, though, 
thank God, nO' genius, I Ihall be glad to afUfl 

vou 
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you in paying the debta you h^ve contnuStd 
iftrith all my tiearL £dt now tell me fairly^ as 
^is all over-padded fae-r^iid you find it anfwer ? 
Waa yoit not plaguy fick of each dthef^ iof 
yourfel ves, and of your old Granisyy into the 
baigain, bdtore you had been Jluare ,three^ dky^i 
only you were afhstmed to owa It fot fe^ of 
being laughed at. 

Sick, tired ! reiterated Mrs. L. Si irhgr I 
Ivas in Paradife ! and we could have pafled buff 
whole lives together, without knowing a weary 
moment ! Tired ! there was not a djty eye in 
the whole family when I got into the carriagf 
to come back ; and for my part 1 thought I 
fiiould have broke my heart. 

I thank you for the compliment, howe^wv 
ivith all my heart — replied the hufbanA**^ 
taking off his hat, and making her a bow.-««^ 
In Paradife was you : well, that is amazing t 
for I know I fhould have been the moft miler^ 
able fellow in the world — neverthelefs invite 
the ftrange gentleman, and his ftrange family, 
here, that we may fettle accounts and ftrike 
the balance — I have no more to fay upon it. 

How wonderful, my- dear friend, is it. to 

confider the variety of human minds I Wc are 

6 told^ 



told> there are more different; fo^ts thw of 
Ou)ft*----Oughj: w£^ not rather to fey the fprt« 
ore as nun^^rouy as thei:c are fanda on th^ 
ihor^ ? In evqry finglc family there arc, ufually, 
a$ 9»ny dilTcrent taftes ^nd tempers as there 
9fe perfon&i and if in fomc ther^ happens to 
Vc ^family likcMffs in filings., as in features, 
thQtigh the. r^fenabl^nce may be linking ia 
iome thingSj there is almoft always a marked 
difference \i^ others i; and with r^fpeft to paina 
^d picaii}rcsy t)ve mean^ of avoiding the one, 
s^nd of ^omoting the other, are as diverlified 
gs the objeds whiqh produce them : nay, the 
food prepoffeifipn we have for our own amufe^ 
ments and purfuits, give$ us fo ftrong a prejy^ 
judice againft thofe of other people, of other 
4Upoiitk>i^ and habits, that we too often want 
candour and toleration enough to fuffer our 
neighbours tq be happy in their own way. Per- 
1^ of A vigprpus fancy and a warm heart 
accufe thofe who are lefs ardent of being in-* 
fcnfible ; while thefe, on the other hand, c^n^ 
fur^ their cen/nrfrs^ as cxcentric and vifionary, 
on both fides, with as little reafon as we fliould 
condemn the greyhound for wanting the fa^ 
gacity of the pointer, or rf the pointer for 
being lefs fwift than the greyhound ; eagh be- 
ing gifted by nature with the talent and qua- 
lity bed accommodated to its eafc and felicity* , 

An 
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An ingenious friend of mine, who, by tltcf 
bye, takes many curious ways of making up 
his own happinefs, is ufed to fay, whenever he 
meets with or hears of any thing that does not 
accord with his plans of a£ting or thinking, 
^ there muft be people of all forts.** Now as 
th^rc is, certainly, room enough in the world 
for all forts of people^ it feems rather felfifH 
that we fhoiild jolile agalnft leach other in the 
journey we are all taking, and *^ fall out by 
the way,** becaufe fome are able or willing ^ to 
go fafter than others ; becaufe one takes de- 
light in the objedls which another pafles un« 
noticed. All that can fairly be faid on that 
is, ihould any one be difpofed to find fault, 
thefc are my objeds, friend, though they arc 
not your^s: I was born to relifli them, you 
were not; when we come to your's, I promife 
you, you Ihall flop to enjoy them as long ai 
you pleafe ; and though poflibly I fhali: find 
as little fatisfadion in them as you do in mine, 
confidered in tbemfelves^ yet the thought of 
their giving you pleafure Ihall make me en- 
dure them : meantime I truft you will bear 
with mine. 

Can any thing be more equitable ? Can any 
thing be more eafy ? yet half the bickerings 
of -.the human race, in civil affairs, proceeds 

from 



frdm i Tcorn of this fair dealing betwixt tnaii 
ahd man, each iilfifting not only in taking 
the road he himfelf likes bcft, but that others 
of tempers and bufinefs, utterly different, and 
whofe^c^bjefts, perhaps, lie in a quite contrary 
route, iipuft take it tbO; and, if he refufes^ 
be fet d6wn as an obftinate mortal that is re* 
Iblvcd' to go his own way» 

I do really think this is a Vety uilfeafonable 
mode of proceeding, efpecially, as I before 
faid, there are objedts fufEcient for us all, and, 
certainly, I may with as much propriety quar- 
rel with a perfon for having a different com- 
plexion, as a different tafte, ' and jull as ration- 
ally expedl h^ fhould, to humour my caprice, 
take my ikin, and throw away his own, as to 
caft off thofe feelings, which naturally belong 
to him, and put on minet yet the beft and 
kindelt-hearted people often difpute the point* 
Were the worthlefs only engaged in and hurt 
by the ftrife, and were the matter in debate 
only a choice of vicious purfuits, one might be 
content to let them battle it out ; but I have 
fcen, indeed every body fees, many inftances 
where perfons of good minds, and undcrftand- 
i^gs, yet differing in the mode of exercifing 
them, have fo little refpeft for what pleafcs 
others, and fo great a veneration for what 

VOL. r. n pleafcs 
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plcafcs thcmfclvcs, that unlcfs they are all 
pleafed with the fame things they. efFedhia^Iy 
take care that there (hall be no pleafure at alL 
Ah ! my friend^ how many elopements, fepa-* 
rate maintenances, di vifions in friendfhip, dif- 
orders in the church, and difturbances in the 
ftate. has this felf-willed tenacioufnefs occa- 
fioncd ? Unqueftionably, ** the aim and end of 
" our being" is happinefs; but it is to be 
found, afTociated too with equal innbcenct» in 
ten tboufand times^ ten thoufand paths^ 

•• Each happy ih his own." 

*' The karn'd is happy nature to explore, 
. ** The fool is happy that he knows no moic, 

*« The rich is happy in the plenty giv*n, 

*•- The poor contents him with the care of heav'a; 

** See the blind beggar dance, the cripple fing, 

** The fot a hero, lunatic a king ; 

** One profpe^ loft, another dill we gain, 

** And hot a vanity is given in vain^ 

Whate'er the knowledge, pailion, fame, or pelf. 
Not one will change his neighbour with liimfelf,^ 

All this is the very perfedion of poetry, and 
it has a confid^rable degree of truth ; but 
though each is thijs *' happy in his own,** there 
is not one of the charadrers here defcribed. 
who is not, at times, out of humour evcn.v?ith. 
himfelf, becaufe his neighbour is, or wifties 
to be, as happy as he, but begs, leave to borrow 
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I J. 



it frdhi another fource. Surely this is not aik-* 
iiig too much^ andyet it is^^•^fafdly granted." 

Pofliblyj my highly ewdoWfed and, highly-re- 
fip^ded ftiendi I may, all this time, have been 
forcing you out of the path of youir^pntcrti* 
plationf- into mift^ i-But I had^a'lWtW motive 
For' it thkh nii« JttCrliad^^^iff^gWS^^'in^^^ 
truft, my defign is iW" Ibmfc' <W»ftrc^ afrifwirfetl; 
Oar dcfires and averfions, ftkc kiiiiW^^iift for 
the mbft part thi lime. I exult in tTie refem- 
blahce ; and wherever wfe arfe 6f 6f)pofite ideas^ 
I am fo fatisfied you have thjilSeTf reafons for 
your oppofition, -that I imrtediateljr' ftt afibu't 
examining my own ideas, and have* liccn' more 
than once the better for the fcrutmy. ' In life^ 
and at deaths I will thank you ! Faftwelf. 

P. S. I have a mbrtth's Gleanihgs to pfefent 
you with, and (hali lay the whole fheaf at your 
feet in my next. It would be doing a violence 
to my fcelingsf^ Were I to mix any matter with 
this letter, not in keeping with the objeft to 
which it i^ facredt You can account for this. 
Adieu. 
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LETTER IX. 

TO THB SAME* 

Abereftdwitls* 

IHJStbwn is rtcithct good nor bad. 
The ftrccts arc beyond comparifon the dirtieft 
I ever faw, a proof of which is their being at 
this moment indided by the. inhabitants. No 
wonder, therefore, if ft rangers complain* In*- 
deed, they muft be rugged and unpleafant at 
all times, for the country here is flat, ftoney, 
inA rugged. Tlie environs are neither barren 
nor fertile, and the only walks, or in truth 
walkahU places, are thofe at the end of the 
town, round the ruined caftle, another, round 
the church-yard, and another, very (hort one, 
by the fide of the harbour. The beach is im- 
pailable, and the bathing places difficult and 
unchearful. In fine, it is in almoft all rcfpc^s 
the rcverfe of Barmouth, except that it has 
the advantage in the number of houfes, and of 
courfein the company. I jhouldnothaye thought 
any thing here worth mentioning, had it 
not been to give you a few hints by way of 
direftory, not to let the greater popula- 
rity of this place draw you from the other 
{Barmouth) where your bath will be more 

comfortab'-* 



comfortable^ and your offfimens^ from the fur-^^ 
munding ohjedb^outxif all comparHbn whaU* 
ever.' ."'•':.,? .^ . 



■4 ' 



JFor want jof other alliutmems, I chofc this/ 
place, tqtlirow together the gbfervations that-; 
^ere fcattered-aJtv>u):^np^-<lote*bookj| rcfpe^x]^ 
certain cuftoms, u(|ige«> and a variety of othcx* 
things, it.rniiy be p|t)per for a traveller to be- 
apprized pfj parti(:ulafly th? ^rticl^s of r;^/r«>< 

* m ^ 

•• • . • 

• -- • • .' ■'-.■.- . . 

:. la the firfl place it is a fettled ulage^ and. 
cuflom, throughout the prindpality» for tht 
trading part of the people to over«re|ph yoi^ - 
in your little marketings, or bargains, with 
them ; that is to fay, they wxH mlk all ftrangen, 
of genteel appcravance, about ^ riiird motf 
than they would aik a native or countirymaa ; 
but even allowing this, you will have almoft 
all the necefiaries, and xnoft of the luxuries of 
life, at leafl, by a third cheaper than (with 
very few exceptions) the (heapeft parts of 
England : at firft you i^ay put up with a- 
little extortion, which: will difjuniib;: as yoUr 
becomeneiidentiary^ All places, as.thfy get 
into reputation formally beauty er conve9ienc(^ 
and are^! tb^r^fore, tbe^xeforts of ,peopl^ .^bat^^ 
^nce they caqi affj^rd ta tjay^l, a^ e /uppoiisd^ V>, 
- . : H 3 be 
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be weaHiyj grow dea;*^ a£. fir ft imperceptibly ^^ 
tfUy^A :ai:icw/:7cars9 that, commodity;,. ^which 
you could procure for Sixpence, is not to be ob^. 
tained for a ihilling, and fo on in proportion. 
This i«tc?firiarkabtyvwiflled in Wales; ground, 
houft^r^t; ami the fteceflariw of life, are {o 
much J*tfcd in pficej' fiHc<J- ttiy firft tour of 
this -country' about twelve years ago, that were* 
not the foft UAiyerfally admitted, I ihould be 
affaid ytfti would fufpcft me of profiting -by 
the licence expeBed to be taken by travcilerSj^ 
were I to mention the comparative difference 
b^t#i3tt.:€bat^tuile, and:the preicnt, in. both 
Noi-th^nd'.SattqhrWaie&i -> 

Nev^faa^eik^ a gpo^ ioebonomift might, in 
the.famiiy itay^ «ven at: the pre fen t day, maktr 
one hubdictd 4>ouad&. telL ia this country to 
three > hundred in.any othet belonging, prp* 
^erly, ta^ England :. I hpre fpcak, however, of: 
cbmpkr^^^? prices im^thefnialler towns, aitd 
vilkigfes-^'itf rh« cities, ithe:'cilimatemuft bft 
a^iit t^ M^0M In fave)ur :af' Wale^. In Caer« 
rSafthefi i*d Caemarvoni for example,, the 
o¥M.a prifttipal'toWb to -the foqthward, the 
cythirndrthward, you- get fiih, fowl, butcher'si 
ni«t^;MSggi, -baton, 4klid fir-iftg, (certainly thei 
grkhd articles in domiffic- eltabliihment) oi| 

» a tfe V'ag CJj^fct' the -fblfowf ttg^ i*le6 1 ' 
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' Salmon, frcfh and fihe^ from the ' ' * \r. V.'* 

"market, per pound - "-'- - o 2 

A fine turbot, ditto - - - • - - o 2I 

Fine cod, each*-- - - - - -• o i 

Eggs, eight, nine, ten, for - - - o i 
Couple of diicks, or fowlsr, fit 

for kiUing -------i o^ 

(Very often) ----- o 10' 

Chickens half grown, each for - -.0 .3 

"A fat goofe; or turkey, each ^- * - i o 

Bacoii, per pound' - -*- - - 6 *j. 

Beef, mutton, &c. &c. - - - o 3' 

* Ci^ls, or rather culm, per bufhel - o 2; 

, . - . ...» V - '- * 

In little viHages' higher up the country, both 
ways, the cheapnefs, for want of a market, ii 
ftill more extraordifiary ; if we except the re- 
mote places of England, near the fea-coa^» 
and certain part^'of Cornwall and Yprklhirc, 
this ftatement, which you may depend on it, 
is the corredt refult of refidentiary remark^ 
will convince you that this principality is not 
more abundantly fupplied with the orixam^q^l 
than the ufeful : and that, as* thofe who, ^layp 

• 

tafte, fortune, and talents could not be more 
gratified in vifiting it on the fcore of romantic 
beauty, they, who found it expedient to re- 
trench, to narrow their eftablifhment, and y^t 
to diminilh none of the comforts to which they 

u 4 have 



Jiave been accuftomtd, could not,, any whcrcji 
find a more peaceful, plentiful, and healthy re- 
treat ; With this additional $grement^ that al- 
moft ^U places are fo furrounded by good 
neighbours, and there is really a difpofitional, 
as well as hereditary hofpitality^ amongft the 
native gentry, that a new fettler never need to 
be in want of agrecs^bl^ fociety. 

I infift upon tjhisj, the rather, as it is not iflore 
the chimera of perfons of genius, going into 
foreign countries for fine fccnery, than it ia for 
p^opl^ of finall or broken fortunes^ to gather 
the wrecks of their property, and carry them 
fhoad. Oil the falfe fuperflition that they nuy 
there fopner repair their ruins, and, as it wcre^ 

rebuild themfelves and families^ than in any 

»..--■ 

parts of the 3ritiih dominion. I muft own 
that, although I have travelled too much, not to 
Jiavc rubbed off all the little, or great,, national 
prejudices, that cling to my honcft friend 
yohn Bull^ and although, I have had abundant 
xeafon to prove, that Providence has been far 
jno^e equal in its indulgences to all the inhabi- 
tants of the ^lobe, than ftay-at-hopie people 
can ever be made to believe, I am Englifhman 
enough to adopt that fentiment of a brother 
wanderer^ which advifes us not to fpcnd more 
money out of 6mr own country, than W neccA. 

far/. 
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fkty. Methinkn, indeed, it is but fair to give 
our own country the preference,, where advan- 
tages are, at leaft, equal. If, foe example, a fa-i 
mily finds an arrangement in London, or an/ 
of the provinciskl towns, no longer fupportabk^ 
and can accomplilh all the objedls of a change 
of place, as well at the end of two hundred^ as 
two thoufand miles, I humbly conceive, that 
the ihorteft cut to the land of osconomy is the 
befl ; in which, the good old maxim of chooHng 
the leaft of two evils, is confirmed by common 
fenfe. Should any of your friends, therefore, 
henceforward, find fuch retirements worth 
looking after, they may be found in almofl any 
part of the principality, north or fouth, two 
hundred miles from the Britifh capital, and if 
the other hundred is added, the expence of 
making it, would, in the end, be well repaid by 
the beauty of the country, and the reafonable-* 
nefs of provifions. Houfe rent is, likewife, a 
very important article. A friend of mine oc-* 
cupied an exceeding Urge, >vell furniihed 
houfe, fufEcient for his numerous family, and 
h%d more than enough of garden and orchard 
ground, to fupply it with vegetables and fruits, 
and paftwrage for a couple of horfes and a 
cow, at the yearly rent of 251. a year, free 
of taxes. I faw many others on a fmaller 
fcale 9t 15L and 20 h unfurniihed houfes, with 

land 
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hcrA enough t<% payJia ionfider^^ part of thi^ 
rent, ^and. refer,vcfi-.^for. your own ufc, may be 
hadimthc^mofti'.jbckliciful'fituations at a /pro-^* 
pcurxion^te.rateul Yoa iwiU pleafe: to note^ that 
tbis- is not moanti a& ^ .chara&er. i of parti^fc 
piacca> but as .gendral uxforna&tiQnivMrithtrefpcifi: 
tathci-Krhc^ oouritiryL. . . r'l !:. iiv. : . 
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; The exceptions . to the rule are ■• made not Co 
much by the people of Walc&».«s thofe of £ng-* 
land and Ireland r the. imprudcnccjof whom. I 
(b^U enlarge mdii itsplac)?^ M ^efc!nt> I (hall 
«ntent myfofefirby obfcrving; . that, when thejr 
h^tyc Ipft tbcib cftStes, k-^wouid be well for 
ribeffij^'if thcycduld .cpntriiK.to lofe the folljj 
by which theiT in&hrcncy was jkroduced.. But^^ 
iinfortunatclyi that^prodigal -fpirici which at- 
tended them in :d(¥hrentj ::ac<roMpames.them in 
fiehder carumflauncc^i and wherever they g4^ 
foi:iteftjgei thiiyjcarry thcJr expensive ideas^ and 
habits, along ^Hchlheni, abru«Uy*ibflpofing,thc3r 
ism. reconcile their^fdrmer'*iot'ii>ns with their 
prefertt fyfterti of oe5(!dliOmy,-asP'if, like a per-^ 
fon ina fever, tht^ imagined-a cure could b€ 
p0rformed by fftcrely changing their pofturc^ 
A great deal more^ is neceffary in a family re^ 
forin, than quitting the haunt of its former fol^ 
lies. .or misfortunes. They come into a neW 
country^ jdnd it ircafohable, take the fir.ft op- 
portunity 



l^ortuaicyto play off their pride agaii^ their 
poverty, fheiv the people they. mix. with, that 
they ftill wifh to be looked on as perfonage^ of 
diftindion ; boftft of what fortunes they hav<^ 
already fquaftdered, jind what they can ftill 
afford td4aviih ; put the- natives firft upon ex-» 
tortidn, furhifhing theln with the bint to cheat^^ 
and then, but too late, quarrel with^hem for 
/ii/>f^ *itr- •' Thus, deep play^ late ho^ris, and 
every excefi of London- and Dublin, -are, at 
the time- 1 am no^fr writing,- together with 
clubs, and -other town-bVed luxuries,- in' the 
i&/|^i& /o« ^ /(?/(y in many places; where the in- 
habifemt'S ' grow rieh" and rpguifti by fupplying 
them. I e-jftreitifcly diflike perfonality, or could 
give you iid^incohliderable catalogue of mftic 
ganifnghoiifcs. White's, Brookes's, &c. in the 
veVy heart of -fcSmbrra. -'-- In as much, there- 
fore, as- they have degenerated from the fim- 
plicity of ancient mannerftj and from x\it ho- 
nefty of ^cieiit maxims, into the refinements of 
the workii-on which we {o much pique our- 
felveS, the fault is- originally ouf own, and we 
muft take the confequences* Luxury is a wide 
fpreadirig evil, my friend, and foon pafTes from 
one country to another, making profelytes as 
it goes. AflTure yourfelf it has travelled into! 
this country, and has \vi votaries in the moiin^ 
(ains. They contain mofe .(han one fermer^ 
' •• ^'ho. 
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who: m imitation. of:ii|i Englifh brothers of 
thc.pl3Ugh».kcep&,ilci pair of geldings, for the 
chace^ and a iide-nAuldle pad for the lady of 
the dairy> who. feathers her cap with, the fined, 
of the farmers wives and daughters^ whom we 
have fcen at: the rural aflcmblies -« — .. iand -. « -y ^ 
z£ting the charaders of duchefTe&j^for that night 
only. Although; feme twenty years back, when 
the town had wM qu^.e journeyed fo far into the 
IV^rth counuy WcicH-u^^rd, at lead thf fe new* 
inade gentry were contented to trudge, on. fopt 
$en or a dozen miles, after the dytie^ of the 
morning were oyer; to a ruftic ^hop, ^.% thQ 
fummons of a bjiind harper, and the dames and 
damfcU thought themfelves well off if tbejr 
(Tould get into one of the carts, or mount by- 
pairs on the back of one of the cart-horfes^ 
to give thf^ Corydons .of the hiUs (he me^u 
ing. . Tlht corruption ftops not at amufement \ 
it. cxfeinds to bufincft^ the fkft muft be fup^ 
]>lied by the laft^ but, as this (lannot be done 
in the. way of ordinary, it muft be effeded byr 
extraordinary me^ns. Supernumerary horfes^ 
drefies^ &:c. are not to be maintaiqed at the 
pid market profits: thefe, though equivalent 
to the necefiaries, are inadequate to the luxu-. 
ries of life ; and luxuries once indulged, foon 
become necelTarics ; for where is the male 

fwi^in that baving, ^s, ip 'V.tr^^fiowA pver the 

mountains 
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rreep over them; cm ** Dbbfiln, or the fbundcnSif 
marc?*' or tKc female, who will, ftfr the Take 
of oecoiiomy, difimount her ftath*r^ and ex-* 
chan^eagaiathc glaring folly bf licr fheWy'at 
tire, for her wheel of cottage induftry," '■*' 

*• and robes of country brown ?** 

It is out of the nature of pleafingly pernicioui 
cffe<a& to expeA it: ^fy«, the pricfe of theif 
commodit^s mult be raifed : , and it is but rea^ 
fonable, that as we occaiioned the folly, wc 
fhould contribute to its fupport. 

As we advance, however, into the interior 
parts of the country, and the fiirthcr from the 
route of modiih travellers, always the better — » 
as we get more into thofe unfrequented placeis^ 
from whence " the fober ^vilhes'* of the inhabit 
tants have " not learned to ftray," and where 
none but literary and gleaning travellers delight 
to explore, we find this hardy and happy race of 
people rejoicing, like their country, in the 
fimpleft charms of nature ; and Mr. Gray, who 
made a philofophical tour of Wales, you know, 
muft have had numberlefs living reafons, in 
the courfe of it, to exclaim — 



*' Since ignorance is blifs, 
" 'Ti» folly to be wife!'* 



and 



tad ,to fee th6 fetntinoient broi^ht to die tefi; truik 
indeed warrants oixt carrying- the femiment 
much i&rther; for in this ca£e the wifdom of 
the world is worfe' than fdbliihnefs : it is 
knavery, ajid we itiay rather cry out \rith'Ad« 
difon-^ • 



<< If knowledge of the world muft zhake m^ vicious^ 
«* May peafants ever live In ignorance !'* 

I have fcen groupcs of poor people in the fc-- 
queftered fpots of both North and South Wales, 
fporting amongft the precipices, or in the gleris^ 
V^ith a " content fo abfolute/* as to look on any 
objeds lefs in a ftatedf nature than themfelves as 
ilnwelcbme : at the fight of an unexpedlcd man 
of thfe world, they will run from him into a 
rocky cavity, like a* rabbit into its hole, or 
pluilge into the thickeft ftiadc of the valley, as 
if they were efcaping from a beaft of prey* 
Were they to know what a fnaky train of paf« 
fions are probably folded up in the bofbm of 
that well-drefled worldling, which never crept 
into their brcafts, they would often have reafon 
to belieye he was the mod dangerous monftef 
they could encounter, and double their dili^ 
gence to avoid him.' 

And here> amongft the ufagcs and cuftoms^ 
I. muft not omit to inform you^ that what you 
have, perhaps, often heard without believing— 

relpedting 



«fpe(aiag-the:*iA^ tjf :«wrji&qn* amohgft'itfce 
W^ich pearfancs^.i^.l^ru^;: :TIm:io^)(ser ord^ ibf 
people^ doaflttt^Uy i;fir^:f>|i'i:hcii:i4ovefaf£iir»' 
in bed» aod.wbat \|r«i<ld; ,€Xinri9&ely..ai&QDifli: 
more po^iihisd Ipvcfs. thty wr cari^iedr on ho*- 
nourablyi it bfjpg, at lejkfl^^ w ufual, for the 
pafiora's of thcfJ5K>wntgiw'; ti^^ga* from : the bed 
of courtihip XO •th(^ t^d o€ .mat ciai^e; as unpoU 
iuted and maidenly as the iChloes of falfhion? 
and yet» you are not to co^ude this proceiedi 
from their being jefs fufccptible <jf the Mle 
pajfion than their better* : [j^rj. that the cold air^ 
\phich they breathe has •* /roze the genial cur- 
rent of th^ir fouls." By no means'; if they 
cannot boaft the voluptuous languors of an 
Italian Iky, they glow with the bracing fpirit 
of a more invigorating atmofphere. I really 
took fome pains to invefligate this curious 
cuftom, and after being aflurcd by many, of itg 
veracity, had an opportunity of attefting its -ex- 
jftence with my own eyes. The fervant maid 
of the family I vifited in Caernarvonfliire, hap- 
pened to be the objed of a young peafant, who 
walked eleven long miles every funday morn- 
ing, to favour his fuit, and regularly returned 
the fame night through all weathers, to be 
ready for monday's employment in the fields, 
being fimply a day labourer. He ufually ar- 
rived in time for morning fcrvice, which he 
, ;. . / conftantly 
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conftantly attended^ after which he efccrteii 
his Dulcinea home to the houfe of her mafterj 
by whofe permiilion they as conftantly pad the 
Aicceeding hour in bed» according to the 
cuftom of the courttiy. Thefe tender fabba- 
tical preliminaries (Continued Without any in- 
terruption near two years, when the treaty of 
alliance was folemnized ; and fo far from any 
breach of articles happening in the intermediate 
time, it is mod likely that it was confidered by 
both parties as a matter of courfcj without 
exciting any other idea. On fpcakihg to my 
friend on the fubjcft, he obferved that, though 
it certainly appeared a dangerous modeoftnak-k 
ing love, he had fcen fo few living abufes of 
k, during fix and thirty years refidence in 
that county, where it, neverthelcfs, had 
always, more or lefs, prevailed, he muft con- 
clude it was as innocent as any other.—- 
One proof of its being thought fo by the par- 
ties, is the perfeft eafe and freedom with which 
it is done, no aukwardnefs or confufion appear- 
ing on either fide ; the moft Well-behaved and 
decent young women giving into it without a 
blufti,. and they are by no means deficient in 
modefty. What is pure in idea is always fo 
in condud, fince bad adions are the common 
confequence of ill thoughts ; and though the 
better fort of people treat this ceremony as a 

barbarifm^r 
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ba^bd^ifrri, it is vcrjr mach to Be^doubtcd whe- 
tSMt'indte faux pas hate been committed by th6 
€2if|bfkM btititt in this/;"^^ aa^/s to the bed 
diambers of theii^ mifhtfles^ than by mcitt 
fafllionable St^ephons a(nd their riymphs^ neir 

** Dimpled brook and fountain brim/* 

in groves and fhady bowers. The power of 
habit is« perhaps, flronger than the power of 
paflionj^ or even than of the charips whieh inlpLse 
it; and it is fuffi(;icnt» almoft^ to fiiy a thinjg 
is the cufiom of a comity to clear it, froi^ an/ re* 
prpach that would attach to an innovatiod^ 
Were it the pra&ice of st few dnty, and to be 
gratified by ^ ftealthy thei^ woukl^ from the 
ftrange conftrudion of huma£n nature^ be more 
caufe of fufpicion ;, but being ancient, general^ 
and carried on without difficulty, it is, plrobably 
as little dangerous as a tete-a-tete in a drawing* 
room, or in any other full-drefe place, where 
young people meet to fay foft things to each 
other. A moon-light walk in Papa's garden, 
where Mifs ((eaU Mt to meet her lover againfi 
the conffnt cf ker pafents^ and, of courfe, ex- 
tremely agreeable to the young people, has teii 
times the perii. 

Amongftthe cuftoms that had peculiar at- 
tradlions for me, waf the sender veneration 
paid, externally at leaft, to the dead; the 

VOL. I. I church 
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chu rch-y ards^ing kept with an attenti ve deceit* 
PYi we, in vain, look for in many other countrie^v 
There is fomething extremely iimple aiKl plca«> 
u^ in tht. idea, as well as in the pra6liqe» of 
ftfjeoying flowers and evergreens.over the graves 
of departed friends and relatioas. Every Sa- 
turday, fomc dftlie furvivdrs, perform the efta- 
WiThcd duty at the family grave. This cori- 
fifts in clearing' it of all weedis, repairing the 
moiild, dreffing'thc verdure, mfendiri^ tHe littic 
fences of white tiles or. (hells that fuiroUhd'it, 
and Jn Ihort, putting it in drder agaihft the 
i&bbath ; then the whole parifh' are to be eye 
witneflfis^. gf ::thc- pioUs eares of each btbir: 
1 -have fcen ' gravies fo • diligentlr cultured, that 
it has.every week been planted with the choiceft 
Jflowcr? of thefeafon; otherkhavc bteti orna- 
tnented with tbie more permanent fhVubs, attd 
the little hillocks, fadred to infants have, litfe- 
:rally, hefto wed ott them - ' ^' 

:: : /i" :A11 tht incenfe X)i tte breaththg'Sprlng.*' ' ! 

. * S^vJferal good purpofes arc anf\\'ered hereby, 
1. V»ili recount fome of them to you in the 
-words of : a -Pembrokefliii^ widow, whonl I 
Jacely fa,w dflcjpxating. the graves of her huf- 
band and a child, their firft born, who died in 
the fame year. The following is a faithful copy 
t)f oiir conVirlaSiori; * ■ - ^ 

• Youf e/nploynrfent rfuift be very intcrefting to 

/ . It 



It isoiir way in thefc parts. Sir. Some think 
it a th3ublcf\I have no picafure now that 
equals it, yet I am fure to ^ave W(^' efyes sill the 

time it is doing. 

. . -. • . . . •• t . • 

: The relations theri, at whole graves you are 
^rforming this fadly pleafing duty, muft needs 
have been very near and dear to you; 

They could not be more fb^ , This . was t^e 
heft hufband,- and the moft honeft 'man in 
Wales, and the rofes and violets^ which I have 
juft been fetting at the head and feet of this 
grave, are not fweeter or prettier, than the poor 
little girl who lies under them. But they are 
in a better place, and I ought to be happy, and 
fo I am. 

Here fhe wept very bitterly* 

I fee yonder, an old man entering the 
church-yard, with a large bundle of young 
plants, which he caii fcarce cari'y. 

That man is in his ninety third year> and has 
buried all his family : the laft was a grandfon, to 
whofe grave he is now going, and which he 
will make like a garden befor^ he leaves it. 
Almoft all that end of the chrurch yard titc bis 
dead^ and he is very neat and nice about the 
graves of all, but the gfandfon's the moft. 
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Tf hen he was the favourite of the taLmilyt as 
the 1;^ .f n4 ypuageH^ pevba^s^he was the poor 
c|d in^n'^6 .Benjarnij^ 



« . < ^ * •' > 



On the contrary, he lov'd him the leaft, and 
j^oxnc .think» that an ^nl^cky ^blow given by^ the 
old ..man was the c^\4k Of tlie young. ;flne>% 
deaths butit cannot .be, prpvedyfo, he efc^^es, 
but by his care about the poor young fellow's 
gravtr^' out^ townfblk imagine his confcience 
.finites 'hiib^ ihougb, for thkt inatttf, we all 
drefsi idiiri dead herey whether wc love or 
hate them; it is qvtke ft f<iandal to let a Sa** 
turday ;pafs; .without making every grave as 
' Qkaa as ourfel ve& for l4ie Sabbath. 

. . :; //<.;\' ■ ■'• 1 '"^ • ■• • . 

It is a very commendable cuftom, and I wilh 
with all my: heart, it w^e adopted ki England, 
Avhere,. too generally fpcaking, the ceppli* 
"taries'^of the dc^d are Ihockingly violated^ 
norfes/ 'cows, Iheep, are often fuffered to 
feed upon the grave ; nay, the parfon himfelf 
;freqi^ent|y turns his* pad to fatten on his de- 
,ce^fe4^pa^ilhioners. ; This you will fay^ is be- 
jng: pifjeft-Jriddcin with a vengeance : ftill worfe, 
.tihe. H9£^ of ^aiyr thcparifli. are allowed to rootle 

up thf ear^ti and feon^ J - . ., '.I 

• ^ .... . . . I . . 

61|JGre4 be God^ the. bones of nty dear de^r 
babe and hiilband, do not lie in England i 

. . : And 



An4.a$.to ;clcanline&i » <)thcT^Prt^*£lJ^^ 
artfcfe £o properly' ^n 'bhj<i& dfy^): ^^^ 
. Yirybrard V atttrndftA txvAvith • mj -Tte ^^afe* 

• • r 

and netflcs; are pernutic«d to choaK^^upr^lntif 
tte ;g^anreb/in a church.fttfd.'Ahd'e^^ 'oitHts^ 
J^cies.of hcgligenRnr:iiadr:fiith'^&'€hiY>WH <tl^\eri» 
as if« Jhftead of bring the^d^c6M Hcejff ^cJe iiSif 
theifot-e&thersiof- the village dr tbwtf'td^hich 
it l^ekmgi; it were t)ie'coihmbn 'ftW^r-of tht 
parifh^ Some fc*r indeed are kepr 'a^ little 
nH>rp ofdef ly, b'ecatife:khc}r Ire/ cither publie 
walks^ and have therefore^' degree of fitihion^ 
or the Wihop of tht dibcefe is' tefidentiary 
there ^ but even theft exceptions are for the 
mpftp^rt confined. 1 to !the pa th^waysi and the 
green .^venues that ihade them^ ^the.reft of 
the fpot being left in a condition both fhame- 
le& and indecent. In the northern '^tdrid: of 
— H4-f(hire, two church-yards were-indided a* 
nuifknces b)r the pariih/and a tHird; mb^ 
nearer the feat of nia^ftracy fupr^i^ "Was ili 
fo abominable a ftate^ that the cletigj^man aiid 
overfeens^ after many fruitlefs complaiilt^ dit 
the part^of the inhabitants^ were cited to ain*- 
fwer aceufations in the Spiritual Court, • 

Good heaven! we want no overfeers, bi- 
fhops^ or ipiritual courts, to make us kc^p our 
dead (which furely, Sir, are a part of ourfclvcs, 

I 3 whether 
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whether 2|b0V(e the eaurth^ orundcrit) as. firee 

from fuch 4$ we can. If the grave we clean 

holds a good iiel^tiQn we (he^ our gratitude in 

our diligence : if 4 bad.one» our conftant mt^ 

tfuitipn ip,a iqark> . that .whatever . trefpafles ho 

9r fhe» iQay have committed againft US| lM%.^ 

£>rgiyen. . Jf a nettle or fi weed was to be «feeii 

to*morrQ\f: in this: church-yard/ the Hying 

party to whom it.beh)X}gs» would be hooted 

after diving fervice, by the whole congregation/. 

I would part with my iall farthing, rather than 

fee thefe.two little. Jirapsgo^ to ruin : liay, tx- 

cept a few. feet of earth I cultivate for u(k, I 

decorate my garden with floweris and' ihrubs 

only for my dead, and look upon it to be u 

much theirs, ^s if they were both alive. 



'ir 
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Thi;gpQd:W€)m^a here fioifhed her difcooKfe, 
during the grcJ^te^ part of which, Ihe was up- 
on hfstr knees, plucking up every thing which 
w^$ iipfeemly^ freihnipg the mould, &U:ning 
the loofe tUework, and forming with a mixture, 
of maternal and conj ugal tendernefs, the rofe-* 
flips and yiplct roots, into forms cxprcflivc of 
hcrafFcftipo* . ... . . 

I cannot tell you how much I w^s n[ipv^d. 
Nor is it neceflary. You have an heaft,.thj^t 
has a beating facred to fuch incident^. 

This 



» 

This ciiftom is, I believe, peculiar in Eii- 
ropean countries, to Wales/ and the Swifs 
Catholic Cantons •' but in the latter, to ah iron 
crofs'is fufpended a bowl, containing holy wa^ 
ter, with which the relatives fpr inkle the graVe§ 
of rttihe dcceafcd as* oftdn as they corne to 
xhurch. ' 



• I * 
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Shakfpeare fays^ and with .his ^^accuftom^ 
ed fweetnefs — 

. «•" With foireft flowers, while furamcr lafts, 
V I'll fwectcn thy iad grave; thou (hilt not lack 
*f The flow'r that's like thy face, pale primrofe, »' 

** Nor the azure harebell like thy veins ; no, nor 
*• The leaf of Eglantine, which, not to flander, 
' «« Outfcentod not thy breath/' 
. . . • - 

I truft, jny friend, you 'wiU Ipng continue 
your good wi.lhes to. the Pembrokcfhire widow; 
It is in this part of Wales that the women 
drefs their heads, in a peculiar manner r the'^ 
wear a cumbrous gown of dark blue cloth, even 
in the midfl of funimers inftead of a cap, a 
large handkerchief U wrapt over- their heads, 
and tied under the chin : in other places, the 
women as well as the men, wear large hats 
with broadbrims, often flapping "over thciy 
flioulders. ... * . - 

Thefe Gleanings, however^ in '.the churchr 
yard, are a little out of place, for when I was 

14 on 



on the fubjffj^ of WfAchcquri4bigi§^ J <s>\j^h% to 
have igimcidUtcly goijc 4» W^kh w^d^^^s | 
this being, you know, thcnatyfalordFri »ii}f;6 
you ^rc of Che opinion of pot a fow, iv.ho a&n 
that jnarri^ and death ^fe pr^y much (he 
^^n? thing, iu>d tha( the ffSfnier is^ only buy^. 
ing the living inftpad of the dead. Many ^ 
my fair countrywomen^ I fear, think tbc lat^eir 
would be a refource to them. 

The ceremonies of the Cambrian pe4&nt$, in 
the unpolijfhed part^ of the country, are n^ lefs 
lingular than thpfe at their wooin|[. The 
friends and relations of both parties, npt only 
teftifythe ufual demonftratipps of joy duiring 
the day-time, but keep if up the whole night, 
die men vifitors putting to bed the "briSe- 
' groom, and the f<emales the bride, after whiclj 
the whok company remain \n the chamibc^j 
drinking jocund healths to the new ma|;ricd 
couple, and their poftcrity, finging fo|igS| 
idan^ing, and giving into every other feftiyityj 

fometioics for two or three days together. ' 

' .1 

Prepoftcrous enough you will fay ! but as this, 
generally fpeaking, happens to a man and wq- ^ 
man but once in a life, and gives now and then 
an holidayj^ that is^ a few hours or day^ iai^ur 
to a race of harmlefs, hard-toiling cjrcatiMf««* 

it 



it may be difpenfed with. Their relaxations 
are few, and one oyn JdBaiiyr There is, un- 
doubtedly^ lefs refinement, perhaps, lefs de- 
licacy in theirs, btat are tHey l&ot as innocent, 
as reafonable as ours : 

* ^'^ X^ftic Toftcr but as fctifelcfs'qnite** 






,fgfyoVy whaitfc always^*: 
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I ^efd 40t a& fim to allow fyr the ft^ange, but 
tonoHi^nding \ifAge$ of thefe humble children 
of AatQr<?« Prid^ iooks down upon them, biit 
i$ fiol^ pride, aH^e truly an objedl of pity? 
Bi^t for thefe clods of moving earth, as * th^ 
ftreai-r^j^^tjy called, feeling themfelves^ eon*' 
t^pX in itl^ir. "^ happy, lowly/* fituations, 
yfhsit voQld bieeotne. of that helplefs p^rt of 
th^ ipeci^Si who neither ^* toil nor fpin?" 
How frequency does it happen, that an honed: 
hind, who feems fcarcely diftinguifhable from 
the foil which he worM into bread, is of more 
vfe in the great community of mankind, and of 
courfe, a better member of it, than a whole 
jencfation of thofc conceited beings, who fpura 
his cottage^ and fquander the noble inheritance 
of their anceftors, amidft the vices of refine- 
ment! Hqw preferable th^ virtues of rufti-p 
city ! 

6 UTTER 
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' r * 

I Aflcrted that the lower order of people 
in this country are fuperftitious. They were fo 
at all times. Anciently its coni^ion tinifhired 
the more enlightened. One of the old hifto* 
rians very gravely recounts numbcrlcfs pre- 
ter-natural inftanccs of cafiiaitiesy i^hich he 
conftrucd into divine judgments. Amongftr 
<?fhcrs, he tells; us, that in the reign of Ivor^ 
thicj- third prince of AYalcs, there happcfhed a 

• • • ■ 

remarkable earthquake in the - Ifle of Man, 
which Pduch difturbed and annoyed the ihha*' 
blunts, and ip the year following that xt rained 
hlqod both in. Britain and Ireland ; infomuch 
that the butter and milk refembled the colour 
of blood. What fanguinary torrents/my friend, 

muft have fallen to have thus changed the na« 
twreof thegrafs,and literally to make "the green, 
one red !" He adds, thefe accidents of nature 
might probably, prefage fomc tumults and dif- 
turbances in the kingdom. The fame author, I 
remember, aflerts that as a prognoftic of the 
death of Elbodius, archbifhop of North Wales, 
there happened a vf^ry fcvere cclipfe of the fun, 

and 
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and the ycaf fbllowing there was an cclipjTc of 
the moon, and upon Chriftnias dUy ! and thcfe 
he confiders 'asf portents that bodfed no good 
to the Welch affairs, * By way of makTrig^,6ut 
the predidion of the efFe(i of thcfe fatalities. 
We are foleipnly informed they were followed 
by' a' very grievoius and general miirrain,.of 
cattle, which'irhpoverilhe^d the whole countiyt 
and the* year preceding, A. D 808, was mark-^ 
edbythc Weft Saxons laying the city of St. 
David's in aihes. Tlius it is, my friend, that 
foothefayers of every agp firft frame their pro- 
phecies, and then inveteratefy fulfil them ; for 
the very next good or evil event that takes place, 
is brought in^ evidence of what was foretold, 

and hdwcver^bfurd in the nature of things, or 

• 

contradiftory to the point in queftion, at the 
titae is tortured and twifted, to anfwer thb 
purpofe of illuftrating. Hence the moft im- 
probable, phyfically fpeaking, the moft im- 
poflible and heterogeneous circumftances, arc 
forced into contaft, and efFedts are traced to 
caufes with which they have no fojt of con^ 
nedion, 

The prefent defcendants of Cadwallader are 
true to the faith of their forefathers on this ar- 
ticle. I faw it operating during my reljdence 
amongft them in a thoufand ways, but in none 

inorc 
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more than in the inflance which follows* In 
a little vilUgCi betwixt Caermarthen and Ha,* 
verfordweAj beautifully waflied by the ocean, 
I walked by the fide of the fea^ where a mixed 
multitude were gathered on the beach* I ei>- 
quired the occafion, and vi^as told» that the 
peculiar roaring of the waves to the weliward 
indicated that fome fatal accident would fooa 
befal certain poor creatures out at fca ; fpjr that;» 
in the memory of the oldcfl; man living, the 
billows were never known to mzkc that hidc^ 
pu3 . Ooi& from that . quarter, lyithout beiQg 
fucceeded by either the wreck fof a veflelj or 
the dellrudion of fome of the. crew, or. ^th| 
that this being the firil day of the roaring, thu 
difafter would probably happen, in the courft 
of two days more^ ibr^e being the ufual teroi 
of thefe grumbling notices ; and therefore they 
were now come down to the beach, as well 

« . * ■ ' . 

to fee whether any veiTel had hoiited fignals of 
diftrcfs, or, if too late for ailiflance, to r^eive 
dead, ihould any of the bodies be thrown on 
ihore. The time at which this l>appened was 
that of the herring feafon, when, profiting by 
the previous calm weather, a great many 
fifhing-boats were out i and it i^ .by no power 
that I have over language, nor indeed in Un-» 
guage itfelf, to giveyou a juft id? a of the eon* 
fternajion of many- perfons of both fexes ngw 

gathered 



gariicred together. lAoil: of them being wives, 
children; matters, or reUtions of thoftf whole 
jdcftiny was this deniouhced by the troubled 
fpirit of tifiewiters.' iThtf flfliing-boats, how- 
ever, fn thfe courle bf the next day and even- 
kig, all arrived fafe, witH* their crew, and with 
Angularly good cargoes: fome other vcflels, 
which had flood farther out to fea on ^oaftihg 
voyages, took Ihelter ih the fame harbour, till 
the ftbrm Ihould ceafe, or rather till the feir 
weather fhould be more confirmed, fbr it had 
conllderably cleared and calmed befbre they 
pointed their canvafs to the Ihorc. AH they 
wanted was a flight repairing, which could not 
be conveniently given at fea. The little flfli- 
ing-fmacks performed feveral lucky excurfions 
after this, the other barks proceeded on their 
rc(pe6live voyages, and, though in the mean 
time, there was' not heard any more prophe- 
tical growlingHj the people wert not in the 
leaft ftaggeredin their belief of fome calamity 
having happened, roundly afferting that the 
voice of the ocean was always oracular j that 
its mouth was opened by God ; and that it 
could not therefore utter the thing" that was 
riot. Another evidence was, that more thaft 
one inftance was within the recoUedian of 
every rhati, woman, and child, in the parifli. 
About a month after, happening to pafs throu^ 

this 
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this village in my way back from Milfor^ 
Haven, I underftood, from the landlord of the 
inn \vhere I flopped, that, notwithftanding 
my incredulity about the roaring;s> the fea did 
not roar without reafon^ for the bodies of two 
failors were floated into the harbour the yery 
day after 1 went away. This you are to know 
was above three weeks after the tempeft ; but 
on my venturing to doubt the connexion be-* 
twixt the efleft and the caufe, on account of 
the diflance of time, mine hoft grew ferioufly 
angry, and aflced me whether I was a believer 
or an heathen ? I did not thinlc proper to re- 
ply to this angry qucftion,. convinced .that a 
xmn^ predetermined either to believe, or difl^e* 
litevc, — ^whether in politics, religion, or any 
other matter, hardens his heart againft every 
thing that does not feed his faith, and is pre- 
pared againft all arguments, human or di- 
vine.; and, like a cat pent up in a corner, 
is only more fpiteful and refblute, as it ap^ 
pears difficult to. break away. Juft as the 
Ofller.was leading my horfc to the door, a 
couple of failors came to the inn, and, in ,pre- 
fence of my landlord, informed mc, that they 
Vere brother and uncle to the afprefaid dea4 
mariners, who had deferted after iputiny, were 
brought back once, and pardoned : then threw 
themfelves overboard, thinking to fwim afliore, 

and 



And would Irayi!!*i)cfcWhahgcctir had not 
ftcen drowneiii as 'twas oh' bo^rd'a king^t 
thip. Thtft yHiifetf'the poprfca >vas midc'to 
fympathifii*>*ith thcffe'offcHdc'rs ; lihlefi you can 
borrow a little of my landlord's .faitb. and bc« 
lie^c that it drowncd'thqfh in a jndgmcnt/ apd 
then fent fortli^it^ 'roarings^ to (hew its licnie 
of fiich wicfc^liefs, .as a warning to others. 
iTxerc; ex(fl^m^d mine hpft, with much cxul- 
tttfon, is not' the' thing plalii enough now ? 
^fhi the fti* in the right or hot ? But JTome 
•folks will nev^r believe till a judgment falls 
oil thetnfelves ! Perceiving' a tcmpeft gather- 
ing in the countenance of this;,frieiid bf.thfc 
roaring fea, \ thought it the wifcft way to, leave 
htmin full poffetfion of a faith which had 
certainly the ifterlt^pf bieihg impregnable to all 
attacks from within or witliout. 
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A fecond lliperi)[itiony univerfally prevalent 
in South Wiles, is of a nature no lefs extraor- 
binary. Ycni^^ill fcarce meet with a peafant^ 
<Jr even a manufaOtirer, who does not pretend 
to have heard the groan, or figh, of a voice rufh 
like a fudden wind from out of the earth; and 
fometimes, entcfrihg into a very long and io^ 
lemn harangue oti the topic, either of this 
world or the next. 'Sometirnes it aiTumes the 
tone of a friend, fometimes of a foe j fomew 

times 
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times it is the weIUknown,ibund;of a, peffen 
living ; but more ufually one that has beea i» 
the grave long enough, one ihouki ha^e 
thought^ to have done with converfatioiu 

A thii^ objedc of Cambnan credulity is that 
of a lighted candle fpringing up before you^ 
tvithout a moment's warning, and going the 
way of your intended walk or ride for a .mui{-^ 
ber of miles together, for it perfediy knovs 
the road you are to take ; and what is nc^ lf6 
lingular, the candle is carried byfome invifil^ 
agent, who was never known to ni^^ hi/ ^J^ 
pearance, though fome fay it movc3 by »' power 
of its own. With refped: to the moral agency 
.of thefe, it is generally allowed by the Jbn^ 
lieyers, that both the voice, and the light, .app 
fcnt on '' errands fiiU of love." The firft* ij 
thought to be literally a wanting voice, and the 
laft, with a little more difficulty^ thou^ .no* 
thing is, in the end, too arduous for fupecA|* 
tion, is made to be no lefs fubfervienttathf 
purpofes of a faith which even in it& exQ€|^<^ 
leans to virtue. . 

For this reafon I have feldom .attempted to 
argue down, or treat lightly^ thefe and other 
Jittle traditionary credulities, in conftant cin-cur 
lation amongft the uneducated part of man« 

kind; 



kindi (ince I am perfuaded, what" they >Vant 
•i A pbilofbphy, they' make Up by a much betfer 
thing; for there is almoft always a (enfc oT 
religion accompanying thefe village legends : 
a perfonwho feesij or feems to fe^ thefe fights, 
ot hear thefe fbundi, is tod fenfibly alftdted by 
his imaginations to mix immediately in wbi-fe 
"weakneflcs : the invifible voice will never ar- 
gue in favour of a^ guilty deed, nor the vi.- 
fionary Candk condiidt the man it attends to 
fcenes of debauchery. On the Cdrttrary, the 
former will fnore furtly fugged repentance to 
the erring fwain, and the other light hini on 
his way to at Icaft harmlefs thoughts and ac- 
tions. Could we, thetefore, fay to fu perdition, 
•' thus far (halt thou go, arid no farthel-/* the 
fim^leof life and of htart might 'enjoy thofe 
Jittlfe wanderings uncontrouled/ 

But Superllition.iike Power is ahitJhgft the 
^ncroachcrs we dare, not truft. Indulgence 
makes her bold and tififeafdnablc; till iA the end 
flic becomes the parent of the wdrff diforders to 
which the human foul is incident. You will 
hardly fuppofe that the moft foaming fedarics 
infcft the innermoft receflcs of this country; 
that mcthodifts of all denominations make the 
TOountains reverberate with their fulminations, 
louder than the anathemas of Rome, and that 

VOL. I. K there 
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there is fcarce a village^ or a dozen fcaetcireifll 
hamlets, which receive not twice or thrice, d 
ixreek the effufions of a ilrolling preacher. 



I 



Something more afFediqg than curiofity, has 
made me feveral times an auditor of thefe 
flaming difcourfes, which are held in bams, 
iiables, or the open fields. It feems incre*-^ 
dible that half the congregaftion fliould be 
contained in the villages ; but the faA is, that 
en the preaching days, the people come pour* 
ing in from all quarters, within the diftrift, 
and vales and mountains give up their i!nha-- 
bitants. I fhall not fpeak to you of the dioc- 
trine, which is pretty much the fame .every 
where ; and England is fufiicieiitly pver^run 
by thefe itinerants, to mal^e its^ jargon &miliar 
to everyone, except. that both the dodlrinc; 
and the way of delivering it, is more vehement 
and vociferous in Wales than I ever remembeir to 
have witnefled elfewbere. In fpcakir^ of the 
Lamb o^T God,. the preacher alTured his hearers^ 
jtljat if th^y wer<fincere believers, they would feef 
it move, and hpar it bleat within- their hearts i 
that, if lifted up by the Holy Spirit, they 
might fee it ; that if they folded up .their hands 
they might reach it, touch it, and embrace it^ 
as he did, under divine afliftance, at that mo- 
ment. 

• ■ • ■ 
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Previous to tiiis laft round in the ladder of 
fanaticifm being gained^ like the Delphic 
God " his voice enlarged, and his fonh was 
more than ruffled ;'' but> on mounting the 
climaat^ his bellowings could b^ equalled in 
horror only by ihis contortions. No buU^ 
driven into madiit& by the annoying dogs, and 
hiore diftm&ing mbn^ jR) floaniced or fo fhift<:d 
hisattimdes^or roared withfomt^ch mingled rage 
and agony : but if thephiienzy of the preacher 
could have bMn filrpafied, it would have yield- 
ed to that of the congregation; the tears^ 
fighs, and yellitlgs of -which, accompanied by 
the extravagahza-s of a^on, really threw at 
Jober diftance all that I evfer faw, all that I ever 
heard of human or of bealliat violence. 

I do not know whether this intemperate ceai 
obftrufts or promotes the induftry of thefc 
poor creatures ; whether they return to their 
feveral occupations with more or Icfs af-,. 
liduity, after thefe ebullitions ; but as the 
preachings begin about noon^ and continue 
ibme hours, it mud abforb a great deal of that 
time, which might be paft in more ufeful, 
though lefs violent labour ; for I dare venture 
to fay, the hardeft work they were ever put to 
for a day together, never fo wafted their ani- 
mal fpirits, ftrained their mufcles, or wearied 

«; 2 their 



limbs^ as two hours pad in this refigious^ 

Jixry. 

9 
■ * * 

But even this is better than the oppoiite ex^ 
trerpc of fitting larrpgantly loofe to all reli^ 
glpns ; or» wha^irrts worfe, fcofEng at the faith of 
others^ ^ind.aiTeding to hjlvenoUe oncfelC This 
is. amongft ihe errors intO' Mfhich the fons 
and daughters of flippticity rarely fall. It is 
referved for the €hil'dr<!n of refinement, to 
fpurn at all things holy, \vith them religion isy^i 
mighty cpnve.ni?nt, well-contrived bugbear, to 
k?ep the flayes of the world in order, juft as 
birds are feared by a maukinj but tha£ mere 
enlightened fouls caimot be expeded to give 
into the illufion : fo. that.. the rich/.the.prpfpe-* 
rous, and all thofe who have received the 
greatefl: bounties and indulgenci^s at the hands 
of Providence, are the only perfpns who think* 
themfclves exempt froia the duty or neceflity 
of acknowledging it. ^ 

My friend, I have lived in the world,, and 
travelled over it, long enough to be convinced^ 
that what fliperficial pretenders call philo- 
fbphy, has done more mifchief a thoufand* 
times a thouland than either ignorance or fu>^ 
perdition. Every conceited fpark tha?t has 
courage enough to avow himfelf an Athcift^ 

2 and 
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and juft wit enough to fport the old 'thread- 
bare argument^ iii. fupport of it, is now a 
philofopher ;^ that is, he can laugh at thejeft 
he breaks on religion, and repeat, ^ith vi- 
: , vacity* -the blafphemous boft-^mots that others 
' have made againft the author of it, not refledb- 
ing, that indecency in -wit, like immodefty in 
beauty, is a bafe proftitution of thofe . facred, 
gifts which are truly delightful only in the pro* 
portion that they are innocently exercifed. 



. J 



But this irreverence of things holy, is by 
no means the efFedt, either of true philofophy, 
or true courage : for both thefe are friends to 
piety; and there is as -much difference betwixt 
a common-place Atheift, and a Chriftian phi- 
lofopher, -as betwixt an hero and a coward. 
Pretenders to infidelity are, indeed; always cow- 
ards*:, they are afrw4;of- their pwn confciences, 
the"corppundtious.vifitings" of which they at- 
tempt, to cfcape by a loud laugh, as children 
and common, country people endeavour to dif. 
guife their f errors in paffing through a church- 
yard in the dark, by making a noife, or whiff- 
ling as they run. No, my friend, philofophy 
is what our poet of nature, the Virgiliari 
Thomfon,. has defcribed it : * 

'* EflMve foorce of e^vtdence and trntb, 
^* A luftre Qiedding o'er th' ennobled mind, 

K 3 *' Strongct 
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f ^ Stronger than fumraer noon, and fun at that 
Whofe mild vibrations fpoth the parted foolt 
She fprings alo/t with elevated pride 
Above thfi tangling mal^ of low deiircs, 

o And angel wing'd, 

^* The heights of icience and of wri^ gains !" 

Look at the modern afFedcr of philofophjr, 
that is of infidelity, in his hours of HckKcfsj 
pr in the moments of death ! Pld thc^e friends 
or relatives;^ who are \l\en behind the curtsiiii^ 
ever report fatisfadtory or confiftent i account^ 
pf' the philofophy of the expiring guilty ? The 
inftances are rare, even where the mod illuftri^ 
ous pbilojhpber'^atbeifts have died, without ci* 
ther formally difavowfn^, or by implicatioA 
believing their miferable fyftem ! As the excefs 
of wickedncfs is certainly the extrempof foHy, 
we mary fairly adopt the maxini of our truly 
Chriftian poet, — . 

<f Men m^ live fools^ bat fools they Cannot die.*' 

Will you not then come into, my apology for 
{t viUagP fuperflition under certain reftridlions ?n 
Sacred he the vifionary candle, and ?he fancied 
voice 1 They may lead perhaps to the para- 

dife of fimpjicity, but will not fcduce the e'afy 

» 

qf faith intft the p^^radifc of fools. 

May faith, philofophy, and the virtues, which 
^re theif offspring, be llMMr guide. FarewelL 

i.ETT£R 
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L E T T E R XL 

-TO THE SAMt.' 

Rejoice to h«ar, by your'Sy that 70HJ 
arc well amufed with the ftibjecajpf my laft, for 
ji have not yet done with it^ 1 hivc^ in re*, 
ferve^ another Wckh fuperftition^ by way of 
BomeSotuhe I, for >;, if I can give it to you' 
with any of the impreilions it made on me^ you 
will find it more.cintertainii!^ thaa any I hav:^ 
yet..recouatcd<« — ^ .: . 
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— Contrive to b^ ferious^ I bi^ of you, wfaile^ 
in jCbheraefsy I tacquaint you^: tfaap queen MaLb; 
4nd alji her £lfin train^ how<:ver b^nifhed qui 
of England, .h^^vf i^t all times had both houl^r 
and land in Wale«« There is* not a more gc-» 
nei^l received opinion throughout the princi« 
pality, than, that of the eziftence oi fairies^ 
Amongfl: the conmionalty it ii, indeed, univer- 
fal, and by no me^n^ unfrequei^y credited by 
the fecond ranks: my infat^able piriofity, la 
tracing this fad^ has enablqi me to ^toytt it 
in more than one iniHnc^ amongft the firil^ 
During my refidence in Glamorganihire, I was 
told of a clergyman, who had not only a be« 
ii^f in theie little creatures^ but who had 

K 4 v^ri«?x^ 
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written a book, containing a great many of 
their exploits. . - The gentleman,, who gave mc 
this information, was acquainted with the au- 
thor, to whom I was introduced, but was ap-. 
prized by my condudor, as we walked along,' 
that he-wais" gctierally thought to be *' a little 
tracked.'/ As I well know that all forts of 
pcioplc, . who follow up an/purfuit or paflion 
'<sut of the cQitution track of adion, or fenti- 
twent, with the enthufiafm ncccflary to excel 
in it, are accounted more or lefs out of thetr 
niindi, and as I have, myfelf, been long in the 
enjoyment of this reputation — for furely it i« 
a kind oi fame to fufFer in the opinion of the 
cold and-uftfe^Uflg for one's warmth of heart— 
K'laid litd'^ilHdrefs upon this part of my guide's 
information^ ' The fiibjedt which the author 
had ch'ofen, and the folemn manner in which 
he treated 'i&, ^*^t much more in my mind to 
impeach his. judgment than hi^ intellect; hot 
as every man .has his hobby-horfe, a fairy idlt^ 
isj'pcrhaps, asipleafant to carry one to fairy 
l^nd^ .asi.any other ; fo I made my bow to hini 
yr'itl|out prejudice'; for, juft as his friend, my 
companion^ had: jRnilhcd this very friendly ac- 
count of himj^we came within view of his 
parfoiiage,.:.air-.the door of which he was .re-. 
g^ling himfelf with a pipe. We entered into 
fftmjliar conycrfation almoft imm^fdjately that 
/ we 
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wc hadxhangcd the civilities o^f meeting, for 
h^ had been apprifed of our coming, and wai 
^o fiili charged ivith his favourite topic, that 
]he went off like a rocket. * The firft (hot 
being his, I had no opportunity to return it, 
till he had moft folemnly attefted every ftory 
of his book to be apollolical ; he related to me 
as much fupplementary matter, intended to 
enrich a fecond edition, as would have made 
an eighiecn«-penny pamphlet of itfelf. But our 
Parfbn rode his fairy pad fo furioufly, that it 
not only mn away with him, but with our din* 
ner i and though I have all poflible difpofition to 
indulge people in thefe fallies, hoping for, 
and iniifling upon, the like complaifance, when 
I am galloping aw^y on my own poney, I felt 
fuch an incorrigible defire on t^is occafion 
to weigh ** folid pudding. ^gddnSt the empty 
praife," of thefe little imaginary beings in £U 
fin Land, that Tleft the good pnefl to hii 
'' lenten entertainment/* and made the bcft of 
my wsLy back, to a' more eleemofinary banquet. 

Did I not tell you, quoth my introducer, a$ 
we went homsi, tb^t the poor roan was mad ? 
^PWjgh, I think, he was more compos to day 
than I have ever known him. Indeed ! replied 
I, if this is his lucid interval, what muft 
be b^s perfeft diftradiqn ? O^ this is nothing, 

?mfwered 



^a:£^trt6r his fifien^i I have known him run o* 
about, the fairies^ x\\\ he has foamed at the 
n^outh like a mM^og, and fworn that th^e 
w,(rt?e then a thoqfttnd m the .ixJom- with him^ 
^^ilibl^ only to hicnfelf, on account of his.gr^at 
r^ff^ed .for. thcrt, and J remcfnbcr once, on biir 
towflsfolk iaugjhi^ at him, iii bftc of theft 
4airy-fits» ( be fell into a paiiioh^ ahd fn'id, he 
Vfould make thefe little mifchiefs pinch arid 
hauQC them hy^ day and nighty for their taunt-: 
jngs.: and, as fure as you are ali^e^ continued 
my guide, upon two of the con[ipany fnapping 
their fingcrsi ajid iaying, they neither cared foTr 
J\iih, nor the fairies, he made theni both re- 
pent it: for that very night, and ^11 the next 
day, the poor men were fo toi^mcnted by ithcft 
little devil$, God forgive me, that they were 

obliged to make ifttcrcft with JParfon •t- ^ 

;hc gentleman wehavcjuft leftj^ to get thfcln 
oiF the premifcs, ' - 

Thenj you believe in their exiftei^e your-i 

felf? ' ■ 

Heaven forbid ' that I ftiould not. I hav^ 
been fufFerer enough by them> I know, to have 
my creed well fettled in- that refpe\9:. But to? 
tell you the truth, they always had a fpite 
^gainfl: me, and my whole family ; and, fdr a 
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pA^c, Mrhich would oot , have , puf a. j^y out pf 
tapper^ : , : . 

What dfd you do to vex: them ? 

Qiily bsrrttd^up.a wiridow^^ next td iht toovc\ 
where you ilept laft night. 



■ • » ♦ 



What objeSion h^ th^y to that ? . - "^' 

Whyji they ufed to tlirow! up the fafh ever/ 
nighty and fteal every thing they could lay' 
their hands- on. 

Are fliejr Tuch dMhoiieft brats! The little 
rogues !* Who could have thought it ? ' 

• The ^rcateft thieves iii the. worlds Sir, little 
as they are. 

Are you ferious ? po you really believe in 
them ? 

* ■ • ^ • 

Bclicvie! I wifli you.ivoiild^ to night, fleep 
itk the barred room, that's all. 

With all my heart; 

I would not advift you. You had better 
pot. I wilh I could throw it out of my houfc, 
l^ithout pulling the whole.building to pieces. 

VH venture, however. 

^o 



No ydu {han*t; r won't fikvc your life; 
nor your limbs to anfwer for ; bcfidcs, the 
little toads begin to be tir^d of hankering about, 
and if I keep it ciofed another year, I cxpcdk 
tbey.MriU find another Lhaunt. : .ftjr*riicy don't 
fancy any apartment bnt ^thah : \y: ".. 

If there is a (imilarity in the faiith of you, 
and your friend on this article^ why laugh at 
hicn,:or cbnfider him as out of his fenfes ? 

Let us call a better fubjedt. Sir, for, you fee, 
we have got fafe home, and if you are half as 
hungry as I am, you will think a good fpare-. 
rib of pork, which, I exped to find on the 
table, though betwixt hot and cold, k worth 

all fairy-land. 

■ -'■■■. .'.■••■. , 

Thus it is, my friend, we are accurate cri* 

ticks, in difcovering and expofing the weak-i- 

iieffes of athftrs, but are quitfe blind tb dur 

own, tboi' of the fanie fize and kind. How^ true 

it was from the beginning ! How true it . will 

be to the end ! that " we lee the mote in the 

eye of our brother, but diftover not the beam 

in our own." 

.'I • - 

Believing -that I had fallen, partially, amoftgft 
the votaries of the fairy legions, by meeting 

■ ■ ■ ■ « 

with two men, who, though of different man- 
ners 



hers and charadters, had nearly the fame degr« 
of credulity, the one a worftiipper from fear; 
the other from reverence, I refolved to fee far* 
ther into the fuh^ed, before I concluded the 
opinion, about thefe airy fprites to be general : 
for to tell you thi trMh^ I came with a mind 
little favourabte'^tiJ- admit the imprcffions, 
which Camden/ and other Cambrian biogra- 
phers had attempted to make upon k; (hall I 
confefs, that I not only conteited the fad itfcl^ 
as to the agency of thefe beings, as fincerel/ 
as I did thofe gentry of LSHput, about their 
own fuppbfed iize and dimenfions, but I 
thought the report of thefe hiftorians, likewi/e 
a fidtion allowed to travellers as an induU 
gence, 'in the way that we grant a poetical 
licence to the votaries of the mufes* Having, 
therefore, an equal degree of leifure and curi- 
ofityi- 1 was fixed to make farther enquiries ; 
accordingly, the day following, I accepted the 
offer of an agreeable, and intelligent compa- 
nion, who propofed an excurlion to the hills in 
the neighbourhood of Pontipool, which had 
been immemorially celebrated, for the ancient 
and modern haunts of this tiny people. In 
this little tour, the beauty of the day, and of 
the country, rich in whatever could gratify a 
traveller, 1 collcded abundant living evidence, 
that the helief in thefe fmall pcrfonages was 

folemn 
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folemn and general. Thofe^ faid my afibciate^ 
pointing to a chain of ftupendou^, and even AI-^ 
pine hills to the left, thofe, though, I believe it 
iioti are thought to be every night traVerfed by 
thoufands of fairies ; the centre part of the mid- 
dle mountain^ is called their table^ and on num- 
berlefs green circles, which grow greener under 
their ftootfteps, they are faid to reveL We en- 
teredi with freedom^ feveral little pi&urefque 
cottages, fcattered round thefe delicious hills 
and vales, and I perceived that on the fubjed of 
fairies, the creed of every peafant was the fame ; 
in every hut, I founds fuperftition had a feat : 
but I found that better, at leaft, more hofpi--: 
tabl^ guefts were alfo, the inmates : health, hap^ 
pinefs, fimplicity, induftry, innocence, and pa*^ 
ternal love. The heart-echoing kifs,', which a 
labourer gave to his twelfth .child^ the nurfe- 
ling, while fix others were gathering, round 
him, after a feparation only of a few hours, and 
while bread is all his utmoft toil could work- 
out of the mountains, was a fight that might 
have taught wifdom to a philofopher, envy 
to avarice, and humility to a monarch. It' 
reached my very heart- It will not be remote 
from yours ; but to move, to melt it, in the 
fame degree, you muft make a vifit to the hhf: 
mountains, and on fuch a day,- amidfi: foch 

;. r. . fcenery^ 



fcfencty, have^your ttiirtd pojfejed with JEuch 
pbjcds, upoii the fpot whcicthey ^t6w^ -^ < •'' 

: It is iiogular^ that there are parmcidar plactii 
taM ovejr^Ithia country »; where the. maligii in« 
Huenqe of^ihc fairy tribe»: thasniade: the pec^le 
look upon ehem as under a Tort of fpelh Thus^ 
if we put th^ colledivc accounts together,, owe 
ihali perceive^ that the fairy race arci^ rather 
bad than good neighbours r for, you will hardljr 
tnefd; with a iWelck'J^eafiintj who is not pro-. 
Vid^ with fotne infhinces to their difcrcdit; 
within his own knowledge* It is incredible td 
what! lengths tl^ malice of thefe fprites will 
go^-if we arc to believe the, affeverat ions of the 
fwains they live amongll : inftead of being in 
good^fdlowfhip as might be expcded of wcll- 
difpofed fairies, they take delight only in 
cheating and annoying them. There are fe- 
vera! houfes, particularly fome antique halls, 
^hich have fo ill fame for being haunted by the 
fairies, that the pooreft perfons in the country, 
would rather fleep unfheltered, and 

'* Bide the pelting of thcpitilefs ftorro," 

than have the finelt apartments therein.: I: am 
certain, they would not pafs a fijf^gk night in 
any of thefe />r^m^<?i places, for tjie fee-fimple 
of the cftates thereunto belonging. 

The 
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The outrages faid to be committed ziightly^^ 
hy the. fairy generaticms^ exceed the pranks^ 
of that order of yoiing fellows, or old fellows 
with young follies, known by the ipiriccd naibes 
of bucks and bloods;, and their thefts and 
depredations^ about. the country, furpaft thof^ 
of the gypfey tribes : with this tggravatioit 
too, that there is no conftable to take thenl 
up, nor any juftice able to make them keep 
the peace, or commit them to the houfe of 
correftion, or even bind them over to bectei* 
behavioun They are above all Iaw« and of 
courfe, beyond the reach of an ad of parlia- 
ment; which> is certainly, a great hardihip on 
the Welch peafants, who, though overrun with 
them, and put nightly into bodily fear, can 
neither fue for trefpafs, nor recover damages^ 
nor make them pay for an alTault I . « 

• 

Their malicious devifes, would fill as man/ 
folios, as Sir John Hill's Vegetable Syfteimj 
and their petty larcenies, are as numerous* 
And thefe are not confined to the neighbour- 
hood of Pontipool, but extend northward to 
the boundaries of the Principality. I heard 
of their naughty doings again, in Merioneth- 
fhire, Carnarvon, and Anglefey ; not Only th6 
firm belief in their exijflence, extending to 
thefe places, but as thorough a Q(invi6bion, 

that 



thtttW^'^^ with rv^ry few 6X)c^tionS| astir*** 
i|Ln( K pacfc ,bf rliifdc Pickks, as aiiy in thse^ 
>for{d; and a kijDtea M^ith a crabker jit its tail;: 
or a bird ^tfha ftring ;6 its leg^^is:mone;likelfr 
ta-|}eCtia;tbe)laild$ ofa pared of Schoolboys,: 
than a p<¥>r iwjEun^ or damfel ia the clutchtsof 
aoi9JFfAded fairy. .1; 

^^.^.^iffts jrnpc^ble in thefe enquiries^ jnocto- 
l)aTe pfc(;n in ixiiridi the many :beautifui -de«* 
IcrifAipns of Shakfpeare : and my old friends^' 
P4i^k»: ]PeafebflQ0b.m# and Robin G6odfellow^ 
'Vi^f^rlrequen^ly playing their .^ai^eries in.na^^ 
£iil^y; but littje did I fuppofe; when I have 
^e^ delighted with thefe perfonages/ that» 
th^fAiwa^ a part 4f the worldy appertaiiiir^ to 
xRjbf^vn cotmtfy, , where a^xoimtlefs number 
qfr reaUy ihr;^ wdi p^bple^ believed, as iirmi^ ia 
iflKi.<xiftence» and potency qf thefe creations of 
^^pj^rftition^ a&Jn that of thc;ir <Sod. ' 
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I have forborn the relation of a thoufand 
fad, and merry, fairy tales, rthie refulr of 
my refearches into this .curi0us fubjcd, becaufe 
one is as good as a thoufand; and ths^t one 
ypi^ ftialli have here, as a fpecimen of the reft. 

I In my way to England, I flept a night in the 

Yitlagc of F^ftinipg, and being the only tra- 

;vWi- I- L veller. 
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veller, then iq the houfe, had ite choice «f tW 

be3 chambers* I- fixed upon 'that which r 

thought the mod commodioud, aiid s^tcfr I had 

taken i my folitary repaft/ was preparing to re-» 

tircy-whcn my landlady made her appearance, 

and faid, that Ihe could not anfwer it to her' 

confcience, to let me go to reftj J^ithoUtttU^ 

ing me, that the apartment I had chofen, 

thbO^ the £>eft: in her houfe, had the misibr- 

tiine to be trdubled by the fairies^r that had I 

been an ordinary flranger, ihe ihoiild not \acfi 

mentioned it, but being recommended to her 

Ivpufe^ by one of her bed friends and cuftomefs, 

flic felt it her duty to apprife me of the cii*- 

cumftance; after which, I might do to I 

pbeafed. She concluded this aweful infeK 

Kgence; by informing me, fhe had foiindlj 

rated the chambermaid, for her careleflnefs, in 

fhe wing that apartment, the door of Whk^' 

was never opened, but when the :inn was 'fi)ll 

of company, and not another bed to be had. 

» 

'Whether it" proceeded from that queer pro- 
penfity in human rtature, to do what you' arc 
warned not td do, 6r from a Ipirit of refift^ 
ance, to thefe fimplicities of faith, I do not 
know. I can only tell you, that my landlady's 
caution, determined me not to profit by ir. I 
thanked her, however, for the hint, and -de* 
'-' fired 



^tA to be (hewn to the haunted chamber, dc^ 
daring to her, at the fahit time, thati had. been 
fo great an admif-df of fairies, ever iince I read 
one of our great poem's account of them, that I 
was pcrfedly fatisfied they would rather look 
on me,- as an old acquaintance, than a, ftr&nger, 
arid treat me as fuch 2 and fufthermore^ as it 
was exceflivc cold weather, if fifty, or an hun- 
dred of the little gentlefolks were difpofed to 
pafs the Jiight with me, they would be extremely 
welcome* to part of my bed, and I did not 
doubt butthat, fhould this be the cafe, I Ihould 
be able in the morning, to give a very good 

account of my bedfellows. 

* • .... 

For that matter. Sir, faid mine hoftcis, one 
of your great poct-n>en, and, who was a lord^ 
into the bargain, took a fahcy^ likewife^ to that 
very room, where he flept three nights, and 
paft his days where you arc now fitting, after 
clambering up and down the mountains for 
hours together. 

Well, and did he make any complaints of 
the common difturbers of that chamber? 

^ He was too mild and fweet-tempered a gen- 
tleman, to make complaints about any thing; 
but on my afking, if he faw or heard mor^ 

t 2 thaa 
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thart iw Viffccd, or found his windQ\«^ thfowrl 
open^: or any of his thiiigs tdfs'd about the 
room^ or any pattering of little feet, or, itt 
jDiort, any , fairy work going forward ? He 
ihook his head, and faid, it was almoft im^ 
ipoflible for a man, he faw plainly, to be in 
. the molt retired pam of the worlds but he 
would be annoyed with' bufy bodies, and im- 
pertinents that would be afking queftioils, and 
forcing thextifelves, uncHiedj into coKDpany.<p<-^ 
This was pretty plain, ^ I think, Siu - 

-* . ' ' • . 

1 think £b too, and will, therefore, go to 
bed, landlady, for you have mentioned a rea- 
fon, for my preference of that chamber, that 
oiit*.w^ghs ail the' fairiffs of Merionethfhire, 
>vere they every one, at this moment, leaking 
merry in my bed: the great poet you allude 
to was L0rd Lyttletp^^ X know he was at 
Fefliniog> and am gl^d to find that accident 
ha^ copdudled me to (be %me inn^ 4nd even 
into the fame apartment, I have read what he 
wrote here. 

Aycj h^ ^as always yfr/i^//V/^i poor deargen^ 
tleman, when he was within doors, and when 
he was without, he rah up and down hills and 
dales, in fuch a manner, though neither young 
nor flrdng, that folks, hereabouts, thought him 



a madman s hnt hWvalet dejbanii tolA us^ he 
was only a poet; and was making a book 
about us Welch people, and our country: 
tho* what he could find.here worth putting, in a 
printed book> I cannot think ; yet^ he was quite 
befide himfelf with joy, and often told .my^ 
hufband, that we ought to think ourfelves very 
happy, as we lived in Paradife : for that matter^ 
we do not live amifs, confidering a poor, lone 
place} we get fiih and game of all forts \t% 
plenty, and now and then, can ihew a joint of 
meat, with any body, as your honour Ihall fee^ 
if you ihould like to ftay with us as long as 
the Poet Lord. 

Finding that the good woman had no other 
idea of - Paradife than that we (hould there be 
fure of the bed provilions, and choiceft rarities 
for the palate, (which idea is, by the bye, to 
the full as refined, as that of numberlefs in* 
habitants in polite cities,) I again bade her 
good night, and withdrew to the haunted 
chamber* 

I declare to you, that the honeft people who 
are terrified about thefe little fellows, y'clept 
fairies, never more earneftly wifhed th^y might 
l)e free from their vifitations, than I did for 
their appearance j at the fame tin^e, that . \ de- 

L 3 fpaired 
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fpaircd dfbeing honoured by this fairy-favour- 
Ncverthelefs^ I was kept fome hours from the 
leaft defire to fleep ; the night was piercingly 
cold, but it was about the third quarter of the 
moon, whofe frofty clearaefs^ threw into the 
apartment, prccifcly fhat fort of elfin-light, 
which thefe little perfonages are (kid to love ; 
and, certainly, if thiey have any human fenfa-* 
tions ^bout them, or are at aU fenfible to the 
change of feafons, on tlieir tiny frames, which, 
by being fo often feen in propria perfona^ muft 
be occafionally corporeal, a fhug birth in a 
>varm bed-chamber, would be preferable to 
any thing they could meet with on the fnowy 
mounta ins, or in icy yallies. I had talked my* 
felf, and thought my felf neither into expedla- 
tion or hope ; yet whofoever follows up an en- 
quiry of any kind, with undiminilhing ardour 
of curiofity, will be lefs difpofed to flumber, 
than he whofe invcftigatiohs have attained their 
propofed end. 

As I lay in this wakeful ftate, I ran over 
all the pretty things that have been faid by 
our Poets oi^ the fairy fubjed. 

I repeated, aloud, feveral of the favourite 
paflra^es,' from the beautiful poems ofParnc^ 
in bis, '"^ Faiiy Talc," arid^in the *' Ode to In- 

a difference. •*> 



difference/* : -I. invoked tbc;fj}rites even by 
xbe Spirit of Shakfpeare, which, I cannot but 
Jbclicvc, has a potency far fuperioi; to .thfiir 
own ; in this mufing mood I remained till nh^ 
peep of dawn« , when it is admitted, that tbedb 

children of darkn^fs^ like all others of that 

» ^ ' ^ .11 ■--•.■••Ah 

pift and charafter,^^^/ off. J, therefpf e/cpm^- 
pofed myfelf to a fhort. flcepi. after which<|. I 
rofe witli an intention to profccute my journey. 

The very moment I got down Hairs, my 
laivllady took .notice that I looked very poorly^ 

*.••• 'lit': i-i' 

and no wonder^ faid fhe; I was fure your 
honour could not deep, for all your braggadofia : 
I heard you. Sir, talk to the fairies for half an 
hour together ; our rooms are .parted only by a 
Jthin boarded partition. I warrant, you had 
your room full of them; don't deny it. Sir, 
fa^caufe I heard you fpeak to them as plain, 
Stnd indeed, louder than I now hear myfelf; 
jiay, if it had not been for fe^r, I would have 
come and knocked at your door, for they can- 
not bear to be furjprifed at any 6f their tricks* 

It feems I had been taken in the fad of re- 
citing the vcrfes, which my landlady interpreted 
into addreffes to the fairies ; for; as to repeat- 
ing at fuch a time of night, and in fuch a 
cb'imber, for Infbwii divcrfibh, it could neither 

1.4 enter 



enter voluntarily, nor be clrivcn cocrcivdy^ in- 
Id her head, without admittin| at the fame 
itnoment the njoft thorough ionviAion of iriy 
infanity. Bdfid^s ' this, there is' foiiretlung fo 
Unwelcome in c^bating any iiotlbn a ptrTdtl 
has taken up and is pleafcd with, tWat I coni 
tented myfelf with leaving rflii iRiitter open td 
the good wqman's interpretation^ by ifaying, in 
the words of Beatrice : •* I cdhfefs nothing, 
and I deny nothing/' It was therefore tal^en 
for granted, that I had not only fceh, biit Sif-r 
. courfed with the fairies all liight; that I had 
intreated them t6 be civil;:^ thar f hid begged 
{>ardon for not before having ftfth* in them j 
kiid that, if tfey wbuld fparif'^^ine only thajt; 
once, I proipifid to build a temple' for them^ 
to kifs their *' tiny footfteps, and to worlhip 
them for ever." To this cfFed did mine hoftefs 
coiiftrue the different recitatibhs V; many of 
which, you, who are verfarit ' lii . ill th^t bUI:^ 
great bard, and the minor poet^V ^ave fuhg tff 
faid on the fuKjeft, will recoIleiSt to be appli- 
cable to the occafion, particularly the follow- 
ing paffages.: - 

«« Yc Elfin fpritie?, 
- ^ w Come, no^ir roandel and a fairy fong, 
'.i *' €onrafih^'fnex)owdIcep» tlienltt mcitft**'-: 

: This, my lan^j^j^.ff«4,..)^j^^^^^^^^ 
they never granted, for they always broke 

• • people's 
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^ople*s reft when they got into their bed^ 
chambers. 

After I had laid about an hoor, - without any 
"vifitant^ I invoked Queen Mab herfelf, and ih 
language which, had fhe been within heaHng, 
fhe muft have anfwered ih perfon, or bc^n 
looked on as a fairy of no tafte or genius ; 

«< Thoo art (I know) a fpirit of no common nte« 
*f Thou can'ft give fairies to attend me firait ; 
** Can'ft bid them fetch me jewels from the deep^ 

And fingy while I on prefled flowers do ileep. 

Hop in my walks, and gambol in my eyes ; 
'f Feed me with apricots and dewberries, 
*< With purple grapes^ green figs, and mulberries % 
** Steal for me honeybags from humble bees ; 
** For my night-tapers crop their waxen thighs, 
*f And light them at the fiery glow-worms eyes, 
^' And pluck tife wings froni painted butterflies, 
^ To fan the moDabcaau from my fleeping pytu*^ 

Yes, yes, quoth mine hoftefs, I heard you Peg- 
ging and praying them to fetch you fruit and 
honey, but the deuce a grape, or a morfel even 
of bees-wax, you get from them. You foon 
was of that opinion too, your honour, I fancy» 
for you gave them their true ctiarafter tboft 
after. I judlge ttie interpreted the malign pro- 
perties attributed to them by our great bard in 
the fubfequent lines, which, I remember, I re-* 
peated with a fort of malicious energy, as if, 

filled 
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filled iwith their fubjed:, I ftli ipyfelf piqued af:' 
their refufing to pay me a vifit. We know 
a thing is very little likely to happen, and yet 
we Work up our wifties to a warnxth fo faXry- 
like, as to be frequently difpleafed and difap- 
ppjnted, that it does not. Who^has not found 
this unreafonable jfally in himfelf ? 

What! Wirt none of yoa appear ye little 
tormentors, cried I, in my foliloquifing way ? 

*' This rouft he the fpitc, 
'* Or I miftake, of that (hrewd knavi(h fprlt^^ 
•• Can'd Robin Goodfellow, 
^* That frights tiie maidens of the Tillagcry, 
^* Skims miik^ and fometxmes bboars in the quem« 
•< And bootleg makes the breathleft hoaftrife chqrn* 
^ And fometimes makes the drink to bear no barme« 
<* Miflead night-wanderers^ laughing at their harm/' 

I have heard.of your pranks, my little rnaC* 
ters, continued I, and prefume^you are upon 
fpoie no^ir. ,Each mifchieyoufliy employed^ I 
ivvrant you: . 

^, '* Some to kill pankeo in the muik foCebods 

'* Or war with rear-ndce for their leathern wings^ , ^ 
' " To make them coati / 



• ' » ■ 



/in^ as for you^ Ma^er Puclji 

*' Up 9Qd down then« up 9Qd dowi^ 
«« Tou are fimr'd in field ana toVimj; 
" '^' : •• Over hill, over dale) ' ' 
• ' .' >^ TfairoogK bofli, tbroagbbriar, • 

, «:Ovcrpaik» ofcrfpalei • . 

Through 
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. «« THrongh flood, thjoottghfire^ 
•• You. do wander ^yqry vhfc|:c; ' 
•* Swifter than jhc.pioon'sfphcrc, ,• 
•' You do ferve the fairy queen, 
** To dew her orbs upoti the green." ' 

Nay, I have heard you boaft you, could 

^' Put a girdle round about the earth 
** In forty minutes. 

My landlady told me, they were capsjli^le of 
taking all fliapes, but flie gave into the conv- 
mon notion of their tripping off at day-break, 
Pn her alking my opinion of this very gravely, 
I with i\o lefs folemnity pretended to believe 
it in thp general, but that a vtry great poet 
in my country^ greater thi^n her friend, l^ord 
Lyttelton, and who had a mighty veneration 
for all thefe little perfonSj^ declared that, al- 
though many of them 

" Wilfully exile themfelYea froni Ughf* 
** ^or fear that day (hould look their (hames upon j 
«' Yet there are fpirits of another fort, 
*' Who with the morning light have oft made fport ; 
«• Who, like k forcfter, the groves may tread, 
J f Even till tb^ eaftem g^te, aU fiery red, 

'' Opening on Neptune, with far bleffing beams, 
* ** Turns into yellow gold his falt-green ftxeams.** 

Your fine pbetvnetv felflom fpeak fo as a poof 
body can underftand them, faid the good wor* 
ix^an* all I know is, our Wel(h fairies are fe^h 
QxAy at; night 4 bpt I am glad you believ^^ i^ 
them, or they would dp yon an ill tbm before 
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you get home. Now, though I -Ji4d as much 
belief in the wall ' and moonlhine of Pyramus 
and Thifbe, I pretended my faith was fixed : 
I w^ a convert. 

By way of prefent comfort and future fecu- 
rity> however, mine hoft^fs promifed me, on 
my cxprefling a defign to pafs another night 
tLfidertxi^r roof, to put me into the yellow room,, 
to' which, (he afllired me, the little tormentors 
had a particular objefiion. Determined to 
humourthejeft,TafFe(2cd to be highly fttisfiedi 

^ith this, aiid (he then told me the ftory of ^ 

* . ■ ■ ■ 

ft^i^bour who had loft a cheft of drawers, and 
ievefal other pieces of furniture, which were 
lbuhd,^ftcr many days, above a league off, upon 
oiic 6T the enormous driiidical floncs, as at the 
top of an high mountain; where, added (he, not 
an hundred men could drag it, and that, there- 
fore, Jt lAuft' he/pri^bfed away by fairies. Upon 

my flvcw^ngrtokens :of furprife, that tbcfe mi- 
ferable Lilliputians? ihould be ntiore powerful 
than an hundred it>en, my landlady informed 
me th^J It was all d&ne ,by 'magic '*and ths^t they 
had been known to move trees, and carry 
away-n^n and horfWtJlii^ of' th'el^ warm beds 
atid ftt them faft in the^VbidUl'eof a quagmire, 
o]r"'dr6p'them 'on V bkre Heath merely by 

tharftlliig F'^As'f'^Mift'd to Tee a'littlfc rlioVe of 

'. *^i«u »v. • - Ait i*'^" *.' ■'• « • - . * this 



this fairy Ittid than'ww tobc.dtfcovcrcdthroagbi 
the windows of my inh^ Lendcdrthc-tdno 
verfation^ by obferving to ray hoflfefe, that tiiliii 
was carrying the flight of hand to a Hvdridcr^ 
ful perfecftion indeed '; and it would- rl>e highljif 
worth while for MclfbV jTuias, Bn^flaV^ aiid. 
the odier preftd pafs geademen^ AVhot Irif^'-hy 
enchant ingi to come and make a ^ few improves 
ments in the slrt of magic, oir^*' delicatd dec«|)ct 
tions/* as they have been cai.ted, hy i^^ff^jf^ 

Jors in conjuration. ',, • ^if»*- 

, • • "•■•■» » • ■ ' . . I ^ ■ ■" 

. • ......•■ 

Such a fall of fnow had happem^d . in ' thft 
highC^ in'cU]dition to wint iwas on the gtikitid 
before, that^ though the fun did the belV.vi^'at 
it could for me at riiat. feafon of tHe^ye^f^ 
neither my .old horfcynorJiis mailer, ^^etViliir- 
pofed td proceed that day any farthe^i it%at^ 
together ; . fo I made a tour of th^ ii)Ountai!ls 
and valliesion foot; velidmently refufihgall tfft. 
fcrs o£ a\guidc, whom in a racmbfe xif -thir. 
kind I hsiV^c all my life conlidcred astan iitfap^ 
portable interruption:; Tor it is amongft my 
fupreme pleasures to find out the wonders, and 
beauties of liature with iny own.eyca, to' rea^ 
fon about them withntny iDfwn undttllahdingA 
and to extradt all the taiowledge tiity^»6^ afefe' 
to give meout of themfi^lvcc, before Piiflcidther 
people; who officioufly tell you every thing 
6 before 
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before you come to it, and then it is ten M 
one but their account of the fad, and the ftdf 
itftif, is at leaft as wide from each other, zi 
would have been my own unaflifted conjec- 
tures; befides' that it deprives me of the p/ea- 
Jurts of conjedhire, which are (toan iriquifitivc 
mind — that is to. a mind, that likes to ahfwer 
its own queftions)-^aiways fomething. More- 
over, I have found thcfe common-place hifto- 
rians of the village, o;- country, to: be not a 
whit more ufeful, though full as learned a^ 
thofe biographers in great cities, appointed to 
explain the wonders of St. Paul's in London, 
or St. Peter's at Rome; thier explanations, 
being. nearly as illuftrative of the obje^fts, as 
the elaborate commentators on the texts of 
Shakfpeare, or the Holy Bible. The volumes 
of Nature and Religion, my friend, rarely re- 
quire any of the(e darkling elucidations ; for 
both are fo fimple, and fo intelligible, that in 
general, he that runs may read and under** 
ftand them ; and, wherever there are difficulties 
in either, they are, ufually, made worfe iand 
more intricate, by bungling guides, who con- 
found, cpnfufion. For all thefe reafons, I 
perambulated the environs of Feftiniog alone, 
and thus added another inftance of my ob- 
ftinate {idHcrence to my own plans, which pro- 
- duced 
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heddi ••"=• '.'-'* • • ' ■ :■-'" ■■ •■ -■ • . ■' 'ft 
,Dj*ift as.Ia^.aSigoing outpf-.tbci dpor,fhe 

apfrompi^ny n^e^w^s thought VLQffpfiJ^boI^ 
<;wXd talk Englilh by ike fao^r jtogethcf. Haf^ 
it. been poffiblef-.fpr. my fprp)©?? fldfpliitiqft,^,9( 
being a XoUtacy, tQ have receivfl4; ft^y acccflipnf, 
<Jf ftrength, thia' ixiJelligencejwou.W have jh^j 
mare determined ipc; ,for. thjci ajpafliitiqn;^ flf^ 
fiience, amongft common ;peopJ^,:.prodMj:^ 
fuoh infuflferable jargon, thacjk ^.evqi iBflf^; 
naufeating, thaft the pompofity of pedantry .il^T^ 
fcli- Had the guide only /fpokjS? Wdch, xpjr 
boon gifted with abfolute •fileQ€^k:he mighf;. 
bave had his ufe, juft to keep me from two. or 
three pitfalls, into which I tumbled, head qvef, 
beels in courfe of my walk,;tbe faow bftviiig: 
treacheroufly covered their iuirfeces. Bqt J;a 
esfcape thefe little csafualties, at the. expeaceoC 
having one's ears aflailed, by a - good JchoUri^ 
while the ftupendous works of Nature, .we;(^ 
inrolled in volumes before me, by the E^vine^ 
Author; uiifuliied volumes that reached almolb 
to the ikies-^would have been blafphemy. Fotf 
never, fureiy, in any part of his creation did th^;, 
C^T^or difplav himfclf with more awful mag^ 
nificence, with more aftonilhing grandeur, than 

in 
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In the precin£t« o£ the little ytkUtgSrof te^^^ 
liidg, on the day that I madt my furvcy ofri):^ 

This, jrou ai'c klrcady kpprifed, is • the plabe^ 
the iStfrmrtCif drtfs of which, Lotd l>ttletoii fo 
agreeably defcribes. -He tells us, that at the time 
he-v5fitcd it, it was in the pcrfeAioii otbekioy^ 
FVotrithe height of this Merion^thfhire villagcv^ 
whifeli ii the mdft lovely orie iny eyes ever tie- 
held, you have, fays his Lordfhip, a view of 
tht iea ; ' the hills are green, ahd well ^fiiadect 
with Wckidit there is^a delightful rivulet, whidt 
wiffdft through the bottom^ on each fide ard 
nMfaHSwsi aftdab^jveare comfieldtf, on the de^. 
clfirities-'Of ¥he immenfe mountains; at each 
eiid'are mofifntains ftill higher, which feemf 
plkced there by nature, to guard this charming 
IWKat dgainil any invaders. With the wok 
thahone loves, with the friend of one's hearty 
md a good ftudy of books,^ <one may pafs an 
^es there, and think it a day.. If one has'^ 
jqdind to live long^ and renew his youth,: lefi 
him come and fettle at Feftiniog. Not lohg 
Ago, there died there, an honeft -Welch farm^ar^ 
who was^ an 105' years of age: by his firft wife 
h^ had thirty children, ten by his fecond,'3n4 
four by his third : his youngefl fon >k^as eigbtytr 
one years younger than his eldefl; and eight 

: ' huodsed 
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hundred peffonsrideicetfded from his body» at- 
tended his funeral. ' 

My fecond vifit to this happy vale in the 
fpriqgy julli6ed the above luxurious account* 
Icsl afpedl, when Covered with fnow, gave to the 
refpei^ive objedlsj a fublimity, which cannot be 
done juftice to, but by the memories of thofe/ 
wjiQ h^vA feen a country abounding with afpi«» 
^ing mountains^ and humble glens, and ever/ 
other grand irregularity of Nature,: junder the 
domination of froft and fnow. Thefe, in flat 
countries, prefent nothing but one uniform^ un^ 
intfrefting wafte : amidft the mountains, there 
is the cataradt, wiiich reiifts the powers of iqe ; 
thQ.variety of ground, that throws, even the ice 
itfelfj and the fnow^ into a thoufand fantaftic 
forms J , the, hardy peafants, that brave the wea^ 
therj. in a manner utterly unknown to fouthem 
regions; the adventurous animals, that, im-> 
pelled alike by the- element and their ap* 
petite, dig the fhrub on the points of the 
rocks, hunt for the perifhed herb, through 
mountains of fnow piled on the mountains of 
earth, and an infinity of objeds there only to 
be obferved, 

Full of this kind of imagery, I pad feveral 

hours of the coldeft day ; but therewithal, the 

VOL. I, M brightcft 



-brigKtcftof wintcn The -fiiow had driMletJ 
for about half an hour, but mdrc radiaht ft!))-. 
Ihine fuccecded ; yet the froft was fo much 
•ftronger than the thaw/ that the flakes encruftcd 
"on my hat and cloaths as they fell, and I wag 
^s complete in icicle, on my return to the inn, 
as any of the furrounding objeftis* 

- The furrounding objcfts, indeed, on my re- 
turn, were in perfeft contraft to thofe without 
^dbni. Thie whole peafantry of the village of 
Feftiniog, appeared to be got into the public 
hdufe, where the blazing hearth and VJiCaht 
Hilafityi fet froft and fnow at defiance. Thefc 
tiappy groups kre very frequent in North 
Wales, 'and particularly in thbfefeafonsV Wlieh 
the rigorous elements drive itoett ittWeUpbft 
their internal refources. This, however, *>Araisi 
an extraordinary occafion. The member. Tor 
Merioneth, in which coUftty ftands this fWee't 
village, had given a fat fheep, and a barrel of 
homebrewed to the pooi: of every parifh within 
his diftridt, to counteratfl: the inclemeiicy of 

• 

the frdft r and this animal was roafting wbote 
in the kitchen^ while the guefts were gathered 
together in blifsful expedtation, in a room ad- 
joining. All that could beat an alarm ta ap- 
petite, or give to appetke gratified its moft 
perfccft tranquillity, was af work : an harper 
I . played 
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qf 'j(he ancient., j^cucdi^ in. .|Ij& other, ftv^ijil 
Wclfk damli|If joif c4 i«n cho^it the A^ 

£>uoder of thej^^jthp CaQyr.JE^UStf «^ 
■^0$ drifted on the .window;},, Mid ^^ warin^i 
of li^tt tinac rejgi^e^ within, wbfi th« XQiaft«4 
ib^p txm^. i(s ;f|^pf»uvnce« im jajiprc thiji 
Ifacmgh CO baf^c;ci)i? ^Igpuir of > :£i«ccio]bi^ i)i 
•Siberia* ' 

\y.l^!^^m my 4i^(kion to .1^ 

ccrtfiin^ I.mii(e(l{iiithcr<; jovial do/oj^ with i^ 
jpy^icaft^ . Without ftaying to be ^Qf^l^it I ftjf 
Jtbaf I. yv:$f tt^lppfiie. . I was in ja^land o^ho^iJr 
,rality, ai»(i ^ | i)ot been Jfti, thf Jionipjuy 
y^tXi fit xht. mornvxi, too. replt^. with fcftivi^r 
10 be ^hurliih to a flranger. .C9yl4, one ei](t(*r 
thehpufe of a mifer^ while lu: l^fVI 'COjoyin|r 
hiinfclf on the bounty of a friend^ he coulfl 
fcarcply (hut his heart to one that wiflied to be 
happy alib^ Happineft i$ natpnall/ bei^yc^ 
lent : and as the poor in their hpur^ of Tclaxfi^ 
tion are^ perhaps^ the happieft jof the happy; 
fo are they^ when they have any thipg to giy^^ 
the moft bountiful of the generous. Many of 
thefe will — 1 have known them to do it — fharc 
their laft ihilling, thcur lad meal^ with' a good 

Ma will ; 
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*wH, ai fenhfent aif uii)ai]3t]r> aitdas c<hii!teou«» as 
^If ^thty' ^eVi ohly «iidtng^ with yda, thcfupcr. 




4har*Weaftfi,'' i&nbcencej ruftlcity, - arid good 

iliib^Aip/M''^^^^^ tbiii • cpirldl -acvifc, 

%C^ itSTSuilfd. . Sinteflib^sfofOidwaHad^r, 

to tliK^tiife preFent:PrMWr^ Walci;^^tKirt 

never was feen a more comfortable ' fet of 

human creatures^ on a more ftormy night, 

IfcirtfiigRVfiBi maily of tliterti'had to fcefe'thcir 

VaV'to tifelr lia^itiiikins, lif thfc different hat^, 

Iflitit^ woti'ic»ttti«l ia the ittoiihtahwi or'ih 

•^'vkfejr. '^feoifthis idea di<rn6tt)reiac iii upbn 

iShfejJi-e^feiit'inoihents, which were devoted tb 

tbyirtii^, in^^ew oblivfar'iBforbed the fu- 

Tciiftl ; Yoti' i^mcmber tKe ^nitcr evening ot 

Jihfe;E%iiiA 'jp«^^^ defiftibed by thomfon .: 

l!t was rfo^reiiized in Walfes; ^The charming 

^nfe ^cattij? t&*'Ay memory, as I fat at the 

•fe'ffiyal; Vritf t!fey agdn ttrctfVkt this inftant: 

1l!hdy/are at thfe'end of my pen* You would 

^Abt forgive me for driving them back: Here 

^theil Ictvthem flow on the paper. 

- : .: if. Mp£^ti|ine. Ac village roufes up the fire ; 
C *' WhJfcTCU|i3jcftdi, and as wcU bcliev'd, 
r. •* Heard (olcmn/goci the Coblin^Ofry round ; 






I 

'' The rural gamboU and the raftic mirth ; 

** The fimple joke« that takes the (hepherd's heart. 

^ Eafily pleas'd;^ the 16iigioa2 labgl^ fiabere ; 

«* Theki(s^ fnatch'd hafly'from the fide-long maid. 
On purpofe guardieftA^ jorpretefldfaig deep : 
The leap, the flap, the haal ; and, (hook to notes 

^ Of jaatm^mufic, jd^^/qfpQ9dCTt.daiwr ■ - .. - : T 

*' Thus jocund fleets with them the wintcr^ught.''. . , 

'Aft«l^"this ftanblers merry-tnakiligi ^ich 
wftS'Cef&iAly as^atloni}^ ^s if 1t-li|ld^ei! th^ 
arcftdfa «f pHmitive' times/ csici€^d»pstti!d't6 
hi^4i6nie; and were ^fenced wichiii;^ byii^binty 
and^'gdod cheer; agaiiift atl amiuiyftiYCe frt>ni 
without^ fo efFedually, -thar/ 1 .fdfpca,' ^ic wat 
lidtherin:the power of froft, fnow,: onfuper* 
fticion^ to chill :thcm,.. Such am, truly^ what 
my friend Goldfmith fa poetically called^ t 

^*^ The ^U fmall joy% that aik but little foomf.'' 

- ■ . -1 . . ■ ■ ' 

^ . • .. • ^ .» • . 

I do not know the tiptie, when I ^^fflkd an 
evening more to my f^tisfaAion ; nor 'when I 
crowned the nighty with a more quiet reft, ia 
defpite of fairies and fairy: tales. .--May your's, 
jnyfriendj this, and every other night,, be a$ 
undlfturbed, after as pleafant days. 
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fcTiptioh of t'eftiniog^ flUlI wielnot tliifiV him 
« little ^etfcmablj^? .ar^^in one or tvfo paC 
fages^ DOC quil^ cprrei^^.tp fcntiment? With 
the wonum ont lovc^ ^t^ ffi^d^of oiie's hearty 
and at gpqd (tudjr of fafookfii; thi^ ijs (urfly : rcarce 
a min in the world, Whofc m\nd is fitted; to 
Telift ch6nv but would cohvdit Arabia, Infbjtix 
Mtoa^Paradiftu. Thete. needs no fuch ihappy 
vidu as that of Feftihiogi t^'resMitr a pftSbn 
fo en^^ntd-mth hpait^iUc ref6urces/ ttiore 
than trofit^ntt I aq;ue| that even in a^fence 
of thefc, at lead, the laft article, many a year 

fit' • 

Wght^sVJthotita weary lAoment. No. I 
Vtttoufict the thought in the very* inftant that 
1 have made it. I fetl, that if the ftudy of 
bdd'ks might ire dyi>«h(W with, tht focial, 
ttofrfm joyJ, whifch thft.two 6th« foiirces 
affords may irbt bft givto fl|>. rtis LordlWp t^ 
in the right. The charm of feeing others 
happy, and being one of the party, made me 
for a little while forget, that the bcft part of 
thrir felicity proceeds /rom domeftic happi* 
ncfs. The men were furroundcd by their fa- 
milies. 
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RTiiies^ and fuch as were.not^ I:remembery hadv 
lefs jocund countenances, and Teemed *' maimv 
td of half their joys/' On finding that the 
(how continued to fall violently, had you feen 
bow* the mothers folded up their little onety 
and how the &ther^ forced their great co^ts ott 
the ihoulders of the mothers, and almofl ftrip-i 
ped themfelves, to fortify their wives and loves 
^inft the cold; ' in partiicular, had you ob- 
ftfVed, as I did, how a young fellow, after put:*' 
ting the handkerchief that tied his own ntckl 
dnthat of a laft whmn he loved-, carried Herili 
&ts arms, to the hierriment of ^he whol6 com- 
jniriy, and deiirifig every man to do as he did,' 
Wifile in a froHc; betwixt the tendcmiefs and 
^ert>f their hearts^ they fct off with the wi 
Jhen in the fame manner^ the mountains re-I 
wtberating with the " Ibhg l6iad laugh*, 
ftntcre,** you would have flood at the door, as- 
tongas 1 did, and been as little fcrifibie of thrf 



•a t 

f 



/r Ah, |»y frieiid^ th^re is nothing to be long 
pnpytA^ /in the abfence of thofe who axe dear 
to us ! I feel that I am renewing the happinefs 
of the fccnes^> I have been pleafed with in my 
jouimeyitogs, b]^ defcribing them in correfpond- 
ence to you. and other of my friends : nay, I 
felt while they were pafling before me, that I 

M 4 fhould 
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Ifaould ftgaintal^e delight in thein, ivhen I pre-^^ 
pured them for. the poft^.. and I often : have 
amufcd myfclf with thinking, as I rodc,1>y:a 
beautiful profpcft; met with agreeable- people, 
or gave way to the emanations -of a tender difpo- 
iition, how* (Irongly will I point, and recoau 
mpnd all thefe to the friends bf. my heart. 



• . r« 



» I ■ • I 



Pr *y thee/ tell m§> dojcs^jab^fince foftea tha 
memory of injuries, receiy^ci?, Po^s it take off 
the ^dg^ of that indigij^tion .one nmirz^y 
frels ^r tHofe who have uied,u$ iingratefylly ?, 

I have l^ft behind meu QQW f^/n^ hundriedi 
tnilesy more ipb|^n a fe^r perfool^iiitli^e rficency of 
whofe unkind thoughts an4; pn^ices towardft 
me ought to. prevent ipycpafing to think of 
them: I do not ceaic to thinks* but I. think 
of them every day with, lefsi. afpeiity..^ My 
fenfe of their mjuftice is the lame.: perhaps 
it is the more innprcflive the oftener it is re-f 
fleded upon : but there is fomething in niy, 
nature, either fo exceffively tender or weak, 
that, without affeAation, I afliirc you, if, in 
the particular condudt of an avowed enemy^ 
(one for inftance who has faid ' and ; done all 
that an enemy can or dare do. and fay) there 
is on my recdlledion a iingle trliit of gpod-- 
will or good-nature fhewn to pne, prior to the 

iJatc of hi« enmity, arid I h^ve a memory very 

faithful 
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faithful an<l t««ntive to "kim!Acft/^r-%flB» 

upon that tfait as a fort 6t refource ftofti'^ AS 

pain-oi tfainking on the <gi$fliMft tenor %f 'hi< 

behaviour. Nayy if I'h^Ye-ever pafftdf-iSijr 

happy dajps or hpurs tnthe fbciety'df fhoi^ 

who-have afterwards made mtf^fsifiany'CcHtid 

fbrtlefs or bitter ones, iriif ftOK^ eafy to *«pwflr 

bow I feel within me a propenfity to finft'*«¥lnt 

memory* of the latter, and take tefi%e^4i( %Ke 

former. .This I have reafon to believe rhtttb 

not a.rdifh of benevolence in 'it; btCauife^ ittf 

ideas of the 'iU-^treatmentir may have reccmd 

f re unaltered) x>f xourfe;. the '{)^rfo2ls ofi^dicll 

as have occaflpned^' it^ ^e* no lefs irkfbtnSi>lfa5: 

thought : but it is a greets relief to: me/flMfli 

that vtvy mifery of dwelling on. the dark ft^ 

of human nature, where there is but a ray of 

light to turn it on the other, "Fbrthis rcafbn, 

though it h a felfifh one, pefhiups, I ^ hourly 

inore convinced,' that J am' not -ftiade ' for lon^ 

refentments ; for to you^'ind to God, I declafei 

that, though I have ^ not - parted many ' y earf 

from fome who^ I have reafbn to think, ieiek t(x 

do me an ill tuni, for ho other cimfe thatT-cani 

recolIe<f^, but that they have-ii^iind mej-' too^ 

greatly ever to forgive tat % 'I caft'hot pay ; tbem 

in kind, by meditating ill-will, or evciv ill 

wifhes ; and. though, as I obierved ateyve, thei^ 

ii neither '* the milk of buijian kiiMntfs,'^flbr 

any 



^P5f ilthcr ft>ft?mng .quality in 9}! thi«, but id 
gf!^ rid of the unieafy,feiiiation$ that accompany 
fTfrtiiJ^ juft itvcflgc, or the coAtemplatiom 
i^^clp^ l(;9c^ tp and . prepare it, it is at Icaft fo 
ftc SI greater ffli^tty in temperature /lOian the 
bim.iw'hich difpofe« airman to brood over hi^r 
ttrangs, and He* in waitj as fomc riiinds have 
ftejwf>, a poutef:. of doing, for months, years; 
^Kl|*along life, riU opportunity givesr effcd to 
^{setffmilated vengeance. To obtain, at: th^ 
w4 oif only one year, the rooft complcat tcjl 
tengrover thofe moft injuriousj ^ I would noi^ 
CDKhange this, conftitutional gift of tcndemefs; 
£eif4om,. or whaterer 70U tHmk ik to denomi^ 
Mtfithis capacity^ of iprc&rriag pleafant to difJ 
^^eable rtflcdtiona; 



■i f •/•• . ■•,■ • ■• 

J <■• .... ' -^ 

,.J .would <|vfn a, mucb'^eater degree.l^I 
merit frpni th^.l^tjtjrnally unfedtng {refiisie& 
Yfit\\ ^Jlucfa I ffcmcmher my .abfeiM>^i^iK/r, dadk 
W itheir yirflueAf talent«;i.aricjtidnefa to mei 
preclude all f<|rt:9f:n)erit evdi torttiae fnbjcft; 
^nd\ makf ^ thaf, riC^embraiK^ ?f ^wple ja<ft of 
juiliqe^ But I zjn^y M-JezA fay, that my fleieimory 
9f.(he|3i if gijefen andii>imortai ai thsJaurei, and 
^J^WpH^r over abf<^iioe, adverfity, and eve» 
<|ver tiieimore jlblivlous power that often attendi» 
oi) xproiperity. . The deiiberacc traveller muft 

with 



\ 
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Yith tho&.that arfe of that defctiptioiiy if inliiy 

n>ute, he does not find fome» who have demands 

on his admiration fbr their genius^ jAtyiot 

their misfortunes, or friendlhip for theic good 

oflkes. Of all thefe I have had my (hare, ^but«> 

believe me^ lione have, or ever can have^^ power' 

to impair the fentimcnt with which I : tc&lti 

every kopreflion due to chofe (Kom whom I; 

am' feparated. My ** untravelled neart^* tunu' 

to them even when iilenee hag been conftnied 

into n^lcd, and I appear to have forgotten 

them. Each of them comes to my memoiy 

with a fondnefs which often makes my heart 

ache^ that human life, occupation, andevetatfl^/ 

permit not the power of giving as frequent 

eicpreffion to kind wiflies^ as they are felt and 

excited. In years of 'greater ieifure and fuHer 

healthy the delights of correfpondence more' 

than compenfated for the quantity of time em^ 

ployed in fui^aining it, I neither fecmedh 

nor deiired to have any other employment 

than to receive and reply to the letters of my 

friends. Every poft brought me the c<mti-." 

nued hiftoi^ of their jfoyt sind forrows/ and I 

gave mine in return with^dnri trdour that doubled 

the one, and took frMA the other at leafl: 

half it« ftings. But; lias t rfie wints of health, 

of time, or of happinefs, • 

** «lieck'd *!ic genul cumot of die tn" 

which 
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winch k aninftruinent of *' the foul.'* :: Deep, 
heavy^ '^nd inceflant too, are the taxes 'whicht 
cciJtain incidents of life levy uponus* Many 
d£:'thefe may make us facrifice the-fwcetcft- 
Qccupatiohs ef the heart on the altar of more 
fevere qxercifes : but never have, the moft vio^ 
lent ofitbefe extinguifhed one ipark of that 
ttnderiiefs I ^ bear to thofe from whomi I am 
divided; and every hour proves to me, that I 
kcqIU&l. the .virtues, the talents, jand endear* 
i^enta of old friends, as iaffediqnatel/ as. if 
thi^..\maturity of my. life was engaged, Ukc 
k^ earlier* youthir only in .the exchanges of per-* 
foiyal. ot lepiftoliu-y. profeffibns. Ah I could 
n^y^rfip^ers; keep any pace with, :of. bear any 
proportion to, my inclinations on this fubjeft, 
a (:0rrefpondencei: regular as that I keep 
up with your my friend, fhbuld attempt the 
amufement of every other whom I love. If, 
by my fiicnce, I ttm ftifFcring in the opinion 
of any ftn the idea of that filence being in- 
duced by . motives iefs cogent than that depri-* 
vation of. health, leifure, and fpirits, which 
make fMch frequent breaks in the lettered in- 
tcrcpurfej carry on with you^ my loved friend, 
and a jvcfy few others, could they look in-, 
to my foul at this moment, could they enter 
into its thoughts almoft every moment of 

every day, they would not limply acquit me of 

2 raifing 
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raifiiig new friendfhips'oh the ruins of tljc 
old, but cbnfefs, that I refledted on their ijid. 
rits as" warmly,, and on their failings ( wh^'n 1 
thought onjhem at all), as. candidly, as m the 
moft slpfly fealiins of attachment. 

^P ' •- * ••. .». ,', ,f...<., .....■ 






How have 1 rambled^ iifto thefe fel/ilh'dii. 
velopements? Muft I needs call them Dy'lo 
harit a ji^ixie ?■ Ijxabfence,r irigny dejipi^tQ-ap- 
prehenfions affail us.. The very phyfidari thaf 
recommended the excrcifes of my pen fct.yifry 
unfocial bounds. to them; for he knew, that 
the very poftuje of writing was, if long cp;R. 
tinuedli pernicious to that inveterate pain aryj 
malady in njy breaft, which has fo inceflantlv- 
vexed me. It flops the progrefs of my pub- 
lie engagements :' it continues to limit my 
private communications ; and thoueh my him^ 
and body are relieved when I can in any mea- 
fure furmount thefe bofoni-evirs, (and I, am 

; , ■' ' -'13// 

daily gleaning a little more ^ of health asl go 
alonff) 1 am never fo churlift'aS Vo^^keep an 
unbroken hour t6 myfelf, bir ihVaVia'bl^^ de- 
vote the beft part of it tb yo\i strid'to' ffihVii 
whom I appreciate ; and,' iii the teafons iKat t 
cannot do this, I at IcaftrtViit kirtdiy'bf joy.^'l^ 

i - ■ ■■ *-■ ^ 

Accept then thefe pages of felf-defeiic^ r ^f 
I know that the fpirit of «^cuTation liat ^gffiiie 
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ibrth againft me on the article of corrcfpon^ 
dence :.and if aiiy thing could induce me .to 
believe your welcome flatteries as to the merit 
of thefe letters, I fhould d^ri v^ the grcatcft 
joy from the hope, that, if I adopt tixe propofal 
you have made, of publiftiing them, I might 
acquire a fenfible gratification t}y uniting pub* 
Be with private favour. 

Forgive me, atiid return with me to Fefti- 
niog; or rather to mjr Lord Lyttelton*s de* 
feription of its attrafiions : amongft which he 
ieems to reckon longevity. I fear, however, 
this is a complaifance he was dijpofed to 
ihew the country. Thofe who have long lived 
in towns, aflTume the ideas and feelings of a 
poet, happy, though but for a few weeks ox 
days, to forget that they are men of the world. 
Country church-yards are amoi^ft the pb- 
jefts irtoft travellers vifit tranfiently j and when 
we .have tailed the rural breeze, luxuriated in 
Its profpedts, and been frelhen^d by a change 
of ^ air and objeAs, we natujally enough conl 
clud< that we have left the abodes of difeafe, 
laiigQur, and untipiely old age, and have, at 
length, ^ound the regions -of perpetual healthy 
df life, equally happy and long. From 
cxpericQcej never thelefs^ of the fallacy, of 

fiiippluiy fmr ^\ d«ys.of nisiti)r$!'. are mp^;iQ 

number 



number whe;) paftio ^p^ ft^ti'S^t JT v At t. Ae 
« hum of men," I hav^^^^^cpd/lljJwwr jpiq^ 
how often* that, in thjU.ca£b» 4s in muff dAcr^ 
tnith »n(j pociry are fojq;iuch.at 

I uiually bafs an hour amidft the mvi1ioa9 
of the dead/in every town or village at whick 
1 paufc; andl am, you knQ\^^ a j>auSn|g. tra^ 
* veller ; I always have teen fuch: but if^cayfj^ 
and tombftoncs are to be confidered zs jht 
Faithful rcgjfters of theirrelpedive pariflies^ afli(^ 
I believe, they are to be pretty mych dcptnd/fd 
upon'; ibr, all our little vanities, arc 1;I^ret ufc^*^ 
le£|, aiid even the buried jbe^iuty. - there CQOr 
fetTes her age — the village annals wall, Ibf^t^fU 
have little topoaft of the antiaofeof ?cpmr8, w 
the anodyne of wholefome labour, after undijt 
turbed repofe. ' 1 have more than q^cc had fUtup 
^liridfity, in. this country, and in <)thef s. fao^ at 
h6me and aVroad, to compare (h^ d^^ei-.of 11^ 
and death, as thiey sire ftakfed in the buriit 
grounds, and If I have, jfometimes. beea incliniea 
to think the toun try church-yard, on acalcil# 
latioh of equal inhabitant;^, t^ repoiitq^ pf 
fewer younjg^ and of inore advanced old ag|; 1 
have oh the" general averse found, that tht 
aiTertjonof A celebrated tout ill on«thi£ fiflj}^ 
is founded in facSi:. . It U,|rcneiall^XttppQi(^ 
fays he/that'Bfc is longi^ whe«c.thc»c. ajrc few«f 

opportumtid 



^^jjjpfeiiliftft^ blitacbtcaget gfowi 

%B 6'v¥F^?s oatfeh 'cakcs, like a'citiien at his 

• • • 

iturtlt^fltSft;' 'A 'J)cbr itian is; itideefl, leldoni 
incommoded by "rbi^nltiice. P6tretty prefervifS 
him from finking under (he burthen of hmi-* 
leH^-MfrhV ejfcap^s'^no'dther' injury ^^fr^ time. 
iiiiWfcceS of long life are often related, which 
thbfe wKb hear them, are more willing to crel 
•dfttlKih examine. To be told, that any man 
has attained an hundred years, (as in the cafe 
'Ebtd Lyttelton has related,) gives hope and 
cwnfort to' him, vfhd ftands trempling on the 
brink bf his dwif climaderic. Length of life is. 
Indeed, diftributed impartially to very differ- 
eHtrtlfo£iii^of life, in very diffe;rent climates ; and 
tH^'^Aidiihi^ams have no greater inftahces of age 
atta iTeafth^ than the low lands, nor can viU 
\^^4s'i and fmall town^, produce more examples, 
i9iSigt(At cities^ on a comparative average, 
^yetfihrthfer^/iilage-receptacle of the dead at 
fi]fiffio^''t^4 lnfant,^the youth, the mature 
nfthV'afta'tfitf veteran, lie mixing their alhes 
togttheV;*'^nd the inftance which his Lordftiip 
f&s ^tcbf dfed. Is' amoiigft the very ftwi wHo 
hae^?*fttattrialiy cfx^ceeded the human fpan. 



-- •••-•. J . . ^ - ' ..-^- • ■■♦. 



'-Bikt^nriiis'little fc'buhtrj^therenye thgfe, whom,' 
foP-ftn^iake oY hUnttati kind, a benjcyolent' tra- 
veler cbtiM mibW wilh he migiit contliiue fn 






th 



■ 

GLOAMINGS, fe?f*: fjy 

thtt world, till. that world itfelf fliould be no 
more. The fnbw^clad mountains of Cambria^ 
my friend, have not affrighted the fpirit of 
philanthrophy, from vifiting their inhabitants ; 
nor has the thick-ribb'd ice, that fometimed 
places an impafTable gulph, betwixt a man 
and his neighbour, 

" Frozen the genial eurtent.df their foUTs." 

The torrid zohe boiafts nbt more gldwing 
hearts, nor animated natures. It would be an 
hercfy committed againft the beauties of the 
creation, to leave Wales vritKout vifiting the 
ieveral delicious domains, that appertain to niy 
Lord Powis and his family ;"erpecially that 
part, which isf emparadi/ed by Lofd and Lady 
Clive. I make free with that word, as mofl! 
cxprellii^e of the fed: for the two noble per- 
fons, lafl: mentioned, have literally raifed a 
paradife around them^ but though you will 
lee wood, water, hill, and dale, manfioh- 
houfes and cottages, in the moft enviable 
abundance, all thefe are but fecondary to ano- 
ther kind of beauty, which is here to be feen 
in perfection. Were you, for example, to 
make a circuit of the towns arid villages ad- 
jacent to the feat of Lord and Lady Clive> 
and" enter every houfe where either induftry, 
indigence, licknefs, forrow, or misfortune, had 
entered before you, you would hear the voice, 
vot. r. ' N of 
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or f<te the teak* and fmile of gmtitudd ipoming 
forth the hear r-feh. piaifcs of: thi^ noble. pair* 
I know not Hvbea I have paft a xAoit deHghu 
fill hour, than thart which I fpent on thic: road 
from Oiikley Parft ta Weich Podl* My eyes 
Weft gratified with every-gi»a€«pf> nature amd 
art in vegetable beawty ; my Mr^'^rere r^Ied^ 
yet more voluptuoufly, with a number of vil- 
lage annals, that have made ixie think more 
highJy ef human nature eye|[ iince. 

I encountered qnc of I;i,ord Glive's nieigh-r 

bours, and here folloyr, v^r^Hm^ the anfwers 

> . . - . , 

he. gave to ipy enquiries. You are , juft ta 
premife^ that we .arc jogging on in a very 
neighbourly way>. through his loidihip's park^ 
on a fine day^ and in the fifielt-month of the 
year ,• and that having converfed fu0iciently on 
ihc only acquaintance-making topic^ which 
renders ftratiger«s companipnable^namely, the 
weather, we ftruck i«to other ilibj^is, drawn^ 
principally; Jiikc moft,.CQnYerfp[tions on the 
foad, from the. furi?ounding,.ob3C<§ts* 






. *^ Yes^ Sjir.^.jcried my airocia,ee, in axifwe^ 
to a remark I had Tnade ^on -the beauty of the 
park through "whi^h; y^c were, a^, I feid^^ tjik^ 
ing our way,.; **. k . is= full of g9^<il::grouftd,, rhas^ 
" fome; iihoiifiul4; f)0itnd«,;worth ^j'igpod iim^ 



-**4ict, a brave bead of deer, and gatnein abun- 
f** dancc^^Aili thofe tt) ibe fare are good thingar, 
** but the folks to whom they belong we bet- 
*< ter tlKKi all of rhfHi* i am not a -{Prejudiced 
" perfon, never warttUig ^favour of lord or 
" laily. I never ueceivcd one but from my 
*• ow;ft induftry, fince I .wa3 born ; I therefore 
** may fpcak*" 

• No doqbt you are aft independent msffi:^ 
*' As an independent man, then, I inform -yo»,- 
** that when either the lady or the lord, to 
" whom this domain belongs, leave this world, 
•* all the hearts within a fcore of miles round 

them, ought to break for it. As for my 
lady, it would comfort your foul, and make 
it better, if it wants mending — .begging your 
pardon-i-to.'fee fo fine, fo pretty, and fo good 
a creaturego her rounds of lovingr^kindnefs, 
** fomctimes pa foot, fometimes on Jiorieback, 
"and itopping at every hut find/Cotiage, at- 
** tended by all her children, by vmy of making 
«:thcai take tfficr her/' 

r 

♦ Aiid what, 15 the end of -thofe circuits ?* 
^* ;N^)iing on earth bjut tomake t^e jpoor rich, 
*^ th^ jfipk well^ .^d tbp -fad meiry. I have 
f'oftqi thought— God pjirdon .iicie-^when I 
*' hit^3i)ehcW lier U#Aiip,.ari4 fijfurw&v^.gf 
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•^ her young ones, open the door of a mifcf* 
*• able dwelling, which fomc of your great folks 
*• would not deign to<look at, that it was 
'''more like an angel from heaven, and fom'e 
little children, who, dying innocent, became 
cherubims, than human creatures. — Then 
they are as affable as if the poor thingis they 
make comfortable were their equals ; and, 
in (hort, inftead of fpending their time at 
a Idok'ing-glafs, as thoufands do, who have 
not half fuch handfome faces to look at, or 
^* their fubftance in tl^e follies of the age, they 
^* may fairly be faid to keep a kitchen, cellar, 
** and warehoufe, well-ftored with good thmgs, 
'• for thofc that want them." 

That is ft range indeed : for commonly fpeak- 
ing, to w^«/ the comforts which a fine houfe 
can fupply, is the only objeftion, my good 
friend, for with-holding them : for which rea- 
fon, I prefume, it is, that the very knockers, 
on. the butfide . of the doors of great men's 
houfes, arc held by the iron4ieac^ed lion, tiger, 
or fome other beaft of prey; and that even, 
if a poor vifitor is fo forely impellfed by hc- 
ceflity, as to brave this emblem of feverity 
'wfthout^ and having the hardinefs to khock, 
fhould thereby ' gain admittance within, he 
iias geheraUf to encounter another b^^aft of 
- - 4 - - 'prey,. 



pity, in office, whofc orders are, toTuffcr thofe 
only to gain entrance, ot at leafl to pafs, wha 
bring no wants but thofe of which .they can 
pay for the gratification: Nay, our town refine-, 
liiehts ate carried yet higher ; for, as if neither 
the iron or brazen-headed mfthfter before the 
door, nor. the Cerberus behind it, were fuffiti- 
cnt guards to repel the fighings of the for- 
ro'wfuL or the cries of the indigent, tlie very' 
hiftor^'tif-a man's grievances,- either of mmd, 
body, or eftate, are forbidden to obtrude them-r; 
felves on the nerves and feelings of the great 
pef-fbhages who inhabit thefe great houfes ; 
and; if a fetter is not fafhionably folded up,' fu* 
perfcribed in a ftyleof faftiionable iliegibility, 
and inDprcffcd with arms that certify the writer 
to" be a -petitioner for nothrng but what he 
can purchafe by fome commodity equivaleilt 
to "that he receives, whether of courtefy or 
comlnerce, the letter is thrown out of doors, 
or^referred to a reader of all papers fufpedled 
to be filled with the complaints of thofe poor 
devils who throw themfelves on the barren 
foil ofa' great man- s humanity. All fuch pa- 
pers, being foiind guilty of tontaining tales of 
diftrefs, and petitionary reprefentatiortls of ca* 
lamities of any kind, are condemned to lie 
on the iiifpeiSor's deflc, or be given up to tHfe 
dejrifioh of the doifiefticr, whofatteh^ih tft^* 
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ferv^mts*! Jadll : . but : on: pain 4^f le^g thtijn 
jdaces, thefe . piau{ier appeals^, and tn^nddcdnt 
manuforipd, are kept from the maftcr ani^ 
miftre&'of die manfion^ wfho cgtanot j)avQ:|hi^ii 
deHc2te fentiiMtities iho^]fe4 by tb^ iDificfi^fi, 
€ti tb^i^ *£$liow-*creatures» and ^iniaginp^f - tbat 
wben (hey f^b^cribe to the public hpfpitals, in 
^ifhofe t^ll^tfilp. books the n^mes of the con-r^ 
tribut^f^ are, porxipoufly and often t^tipu fly in* 
f^rtfl^j they have fulfilled jhe. whole duty of 

' • ' M ■ ■ 

" Tbf grc^t people i b^vei be^ fpeaking. of,, 
'* {cpntiiHied my cotnpamonJ[ ape not* pf that 
defprip^ipnr . I reniemb<pr a pailifge i|x one- 
of tbfliSpcfdl^tors^ ^e only books^^e^^pt, the/ 
^i^jl jin^ (Jommon Prayer, I ever rcad^ oy 
cytcr.^^l} rfis^df that juft fuits tben>; .and a# 
I gat.fjt b][ heart when I was firft ftruck 
^' witJlJtif fop:e, I will rcpeju: it to yQu"---Vlf. 
^ they. bai>!e iiot the poiqp of ^, numerous trains 
^ thcjf h^y<r fvery day they live^ the confcL- 
' oufnefs that the widow,; the fathqi^lcfs, tho. 

^ niouirner^ ai|d theiilraftgcr^bjef^ thepi. in theur. 
f £raycr/s :^ they giyp op ;hc complinneni^ whicl^ 
^pcpplp Qjf their Qwa condition could mzkn 
* to thei9^,£cM: tbe.pleafurcs of helping the af^; 
f fii Ae4> ^HPfiliX^ng the needy, and jbefrif^qding 

^^ Rfgi^Sl- .*.TJh«i. *«I>ing fti^ ?o, thf Rir 
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*• ftlrcs more than they want; they give a 
♦"vaft'refufc oF their fuperflui ties to purchafc 

* heaven, and hy Treeing others from the temp* 
«*dtidft of worHly l^ant, ca^y a yeeinuc ynth 

♦ Ihem t-hit?her;^iH^* F ^ould cihp!oy twice the 
*• time it would take u« in getting to Wckk 
*' Pqo1« wei« Irto^dl your of one-third of the 

good things thyfit I know to Hav^ been doM 
'f. ip)c this npb!lo faiBily. They apprentice out 
^^ the orphans^ g;ive portions- ta jouag womea 
^, ii;v Qpsirriage, grant anitiutie& to the: widows^ 
** put .their old i^r rants into^ fafxns on their 
y Qwa^eft^te, and^ 0iough toQ often impofe^ 
^fiofi^ ,4U'e ilill as bountiful as if they had neve^: 
^. picfr with %Qf ungratefui perfoa/' f 
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Xljiere ^i*^s ibmeth^ng in the manner of thia 
my fgilQW-tr^vciier, fo illuftratiye of the maU 
$er^ that both at once co-operating on my 
heart,. btpyght tears into my eyes ; which be- 
ing perceived» and the caufe miftaken, the ho- 
neft hiftorian of the place caught hoid of my 
horfe's bridle with one hand, and of my arni 
with the otl^r, exclaiming — ** Perhaps you 
** one way or other iland in need of the help 
*' of this noble couple, for there are decayed 
** gentlemen as w^U as decayed tradefmen ; and 
*• if it be fo, I Ihould be very forry that Lord 
^aod Lady C are both £rom honoie at thia 
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i' time on ^ vifit to X^ctrd P. r I Xay^ I ihx>uld 
** be very forry for this, ^had not I a-tolcr- 
^^ablc good hpujfe in the neigh hour hoo4 qtk 
^ijfQthtr fidtc Pool* , where yo\f may wait tho 
^^f^mily'$ return, whic^ if expeded on §atur-r 
Vday/V ■ — '^.- : ■ .• :. ;...: f :: ;. • ^■■' 

"•-The influence of a 'good great man's hb/'pi- 
tality is more cxtcnfive than- wie imagine, and 
it is in general a fuffici^nt motive of virtue, 
that it miikes other'cmulous ta:*«do likewifc.*' 
Had time aiid circutnftance permitted, I would 
have humoa'rcd this honeff 'man's mifconcep- 
tton, sand -gorit hbm€ with Win. As it hap- 
ptoed, rcoald only very trti'fy'aflurc him^'the 
tears he obferved on. my-tHitflc^ wer^ thofe-of 
plcafure ; and that, though I was now con- 
ft'rained to takek difftrcnt road^ if ever I aj^in 
met him in the journey of life, .that pleafarc 
would be incrcafed, and in the mean titnc I 
had a new fource of moft agreeable reflexions, 
for which I fhbiild bear an' heairty gdod-will to 
all the inhabitants ofOkely Pkrk, and its en- 
virons, while I had a being. 
•« -^ •• ■ 

^. Soon aftei; this,, he.tprned.up. a bye lane, 
Y^iich my companion faid wguld t^kc him: a 
IJiort cut acrofs the country to his houfe,* 
which, as.it did. not fuit me. to make a ftop at 
now, WQttld be equally . at m.y fervicc another 

time, ... 

la 



V In thediredt road, I had about three miles 
to Pool, from the place at which we parted^ 
and though the fcenery merits all that travel^ 
lers have faid of it, even to the luxuriant de* 
fcription, . wJiich Lord Lyttelton has given of 
Powis caftle, which is the i#re-ground obje&y. 
under your eye all the way, I looked at it 
then, almoft without feeing it, my mind*s tye^ 
being employed on what excels in loveljinefs 
all the caftles, and profpeds of the earth-^ 
a good heart engaging itfelf in ads of gen- 
tlenefs and mercy, for the fake of goodnefs. 
Arfingle deed defcribed by my travelling com- 
panion, in the daily benevolence of Okelyt Park,- 
is fufficient to pverfet the felfifh fyftcms of 
Rochfaucault, Mandeville, and all the here- 
of Satirifts on Human Nature, that ever for-' 
didly narrowed its fair proportions ; for after 
^11 they can fay. Pope is right, when he iniifts' 
that felf-love and focial, are the fame. Is not' 
the pleafqre you will receive, even from the 
fimple recital of fo much real virtue, purely" 
benevolent? Is not the gratification I feel in' 
writing it, a fpecies of benevolence alfo ? and 
if either of us, in the courfe of our day, (Hall 
have added but a mite to the eafe, accommb-' 
dation, or comfort, of any one mortal, of even 
any one animal, to which we have the power of 
doing good, will it not ftrew upon our pillows; 

thofc 



th<i(e iWcs which ihall fwectferi ouricpoft, and 
|>fov^ to ITS, that It- is not fbr our ' own ftkrf 
irA>w%that we have" ^ dont^that which wtf 
ought to h«ve* dbne.**' But, I need not preft 
lihis"' argument In <tefeni:cfT)f * thfe mbfclves of bei 
nfcvdlcftce on you,tey dear friend, whofe whold 
life is a refutition of every attack, that has 
^evjft- yet beea inadedn tht ptrncipk^ that' go-* 
ytfn% the foe iaf virtues. Long, very long; 
tnay k continue to you a fource of happinefs/ 






iHv B; When^vtif you vifit Wdcft-Pool, yotr 
i|dE be caHed *rpo!n by Nature herfel^- to rifit: 
Fowis: cai!le, .which is in its' vfcimty. The 
itobib owner being now frequently the inhabit 
tant, itnd having laid out in improvements^^ 
nghpJK^ th«n the three tHouiand pounds, which- 
ipjr tord Lytteltoi} confidered neceflary, to 
making it onr. of the mofl augufl: p!aces in the* 
jiiiligdacni \t commaitKls the admiration of every- 
traveller, and juitifies. the jpoetidal' language^ ^ 
<^hich it has received in the fbliowing eulogy^ 
J^ftands on t^wtfide of a very high hill; bc^ 
low lieg^ a vale ^ iwoniparablc beauty, with^ 
the. Severn winding, through it, and the town: 
of Welch-iPoaJj terminated with fijWirac oioun^ 
tains: the oppose iide is beautifully culti«r 

v»ted half wa^',^, aisidgcecn to the top, ex-. 

cept 



cept in one or two hills^ whofe funimits 019 
rpcky^^ and of grotdque ih^pes that give va^ 
riety, and fpirit to the profpcdl. Abone tho 
caftle, is a long ridge of hills finely ihadcd|, 
part of vhich is the park ; and flill higher is 
the terrace, up to which you ve led through 
very fine lawns^ from whence you h^ve 4. 
view that exceeds ail defi:ription. 

It will not give a b^d finifbing to tUf 
faithful, though glowing pidure, t6 under^ 
(land, that Lady Clive, and the Earl of Powis^ 
are of the fame family, and not more nearly 
allied in blood, than by their virtues.— 
As you furvey Powis caftle^ you will think 
of this, 9nd feel every beauty of the place 
lexp^od on your heart froiu the recollec^ioQ^ 



LETTER XIIL 



TO THS SAMS. 

I OUR affeAions are touched ; you tel! 
jne that you cannot pay due homage to the 
parks, and caftles I have defcribed, juft at pre* 
fent, but that you would take a pilgrimage to 
Pkely barefoot, ai)id t^9t you wpuld do fo were 
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Okely ih the dcfcrts of Arabia, to offer the in- 
cenfe of a throbbing heart, to the Lord and 
Lady of the domain. You even bid me give 
you^a poft^i refpite from defcription, ac^ding^ 
that your heart is brimiul, and. feels at blifs, 
Ivhich edges upon ipzin from its excefk* I have 
obeyed you. Four? pofts' have paft Iby^ during 
which you have beciivdeliveirediip;to;tbc un- 
difturbed enjoyment of your feelings. Your 
fetter -of yefterday breaks the truce 1 had 
mcule with your heairtibyiiequefting meiopro- 
ceed'r*-ftill in cohformity to your wiihes, I 
t^titl go on-i-butatyou fajy your rnind as. even 
yetn^or&opeh to th^ charms. of 'philaonthropy^ 
dahiaccoimcs of finerfcenery^ in whith are to" 
be fc^n ohiy the charms -df nature/ this is the 
momeut, as.it is the place^ to oifisrjou i little 
hiftory, which I have often intended to fix 
upon paper, and-wiuch deferves for its intrin- 
fie worth to be engraven, by the regiftering 
angel, on leaves of. adaririaat. But. in the very 
outfet, I have aded unflcilfully, for I have 
roufed your expectation^, and wound up your 
qi^iofity before haodi inftead of taking them 
by furprize, and thereby have rendered the- gra-. 
tjficatiQn more difficult. Your heart. iis pre- 
pared for its imprcffion; and to anticipate an 
eja^otion, is . tp we^ikcn' it ;. As an author,^! 

have 
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have done wrong: as a roan you will pardon 
me, I fclt the force of the fadls I was about 
to dilate, too fenfibly, to be upon my guard. 
My afFedions were too much warmed to think 
of taking your's captive, by any ftratagems of 
cold dexterity. To write my letter over again^ 
would injure the glow that is now animating 
my bofom, and would be an artifice, fomething 
like praftifing on your fenfibility. Accept 
the^ the ftory, juft as it rifes from my heart to 
my pen, and without confidering how nuich a 
more adroit arrangement of the incidents 
might have moved you, take it as an inflancc 
of my love for you, that I ftand not upon the 
ceremonies of compofition, but give you my 
correfpondence — ** warm from my heart, and 
faithful to its fires/* I have only further to pro- 
mife, that every fentence of the enfuing fcenes; 
records an unadorned, unaflifled truth, and that 
the only injyry they can fuffer^ will be from 
the defeds of the relation. r 

A merchant, of confiderable eminence in 
London, was reduced to the fituation of poor 
Baflanio, and from precifely the fame run of 
ill-luck in his fea adventures, 

•* The dangerous rocks, 

'■ ** Touching his gentle vcffid's fide 

. ** Had /cattcr'd all his fpices on the ftrcam, 

*' Enrob'i 



«< lEnroVA the roaring (^tdis ^th liis fStks, 
•* And not'one vefiel 'fcap'd the dreadful ttoUc^; 
" Of merchant marring racks.*' 

To thefe mifcarriages abtoad, were adde^ 
fimilar calamities at home. Several great 
hoirfcs bfoke in hw debt, and with the wrecks 
of his fortune, gathered together, he left thic 
metropolrs, and took refuge in the mountains 
trf Montgomerylhire. A little girl^ then onl7 
itinc years of age, his only furviving child^ 
was the folc companion of his retreat, and 
Jmilcd away his misfottuaes. The care of her 
tdrrcation was his moft certarn relief from the 
corroding refleftions of the paft, and^he cef- 
tamty of her poffefling at his deaths fufficient 
to prevent a good mind from the hofiiors of 
dependence^ foftcried his thou^Wts of thi ^a-* 
ture; the prefent was filled up wkh the de^ 
lights of feeing her ambition yet hmtibler than 
liet fortunes, and literally bounded by the ob- 
jed:s that furrounded her. To tend the flowers 
ihe had fet with her own hand, to nurfe the 
Jhrifbs {Re had planted, to fport "with and feed 
the Iamb fhe had dbmefticated, to fee it folloii^ _ 
)ier in her ramt)les, and to liften to the me- 
lodies of Nature, as they murmured in the 
waters, or echoed through the woods, were her 
chief amufements without, doors, and by- a 
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t;keu(kiid lovewUVght dutie;^' to make a father 
ibi^t that- he had ever been unhappy, or 
unfortunate, her deareft ftudy within. Of 
her perfonal attractions I fhall fay little: a 
(mgie hnc of- Thomfon's gives the trucft 
image of them, and of the unafifcdcd xnind, 
by which they were iHumined. 

*• Artfc&oF beauty (he was beauty's fcif/* 

' It is not eafy to be wretched in the conftant 
fbciety of perfedl innocence : the company of 
a beautiful child, wholly unpolluted by^ the 
world, affords one the idea of angelic aflbcia- 
tion. Its harmleflhefs appears to guarantee 
pne from harm : we reflecEt, nay we fee and" 
hear, almoft every moment, it is climbing our 
knees, playing at our fide, engaging our at- 
tentions, or repofing in our arms, the worda 
and ads of an unfpotted Being, and one care 
fcarce be perfuaded, any real ill can befal us^ 
while a companion fo like a guardian cherub is 
Bear. When the bab^ is our own — fay, yc 
parents, how the fenfation is then exalted!-— 
Which of you, having at your option the loft 
of the ampleft fortune, or of the feebleft 
infant," Would not cleave to the lift, and 
refign the former? or, if any of you balanced a 

moment^ would not one lifpiiig word, one" 
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Cafual look, turn the fcalc in favour of nsitiird/ 
and make you think it l crime to havtf 
hefitatcd? 

Such were the fentiments of the merchant, 
and under their chearing influence he lived 
many years, during which, a few mountain 
peafants, an old relidl of his better days, as a 
fervant, who had been nurfe to the young lady, 
and his daughter, were the only objedls with wh6m 
he converfed. So powerful is habit, that we 
aflimilate to perfons, places, and things, that on 
our firft introduction to them, we might ima- 
gine, neither philofophy, cuftom, or religion, 
could make fupportable. We are furprifed to 
find wc attach to them, even to endearment. 
In time, even our former habits, no lefs ftrong 
in us, arc but flightly remembered, and thofe 
purfuits, diverfions, and focieties, without 
which, it once appeared impoffible we Ihould 
ever pafs a day, are yielded for others, that it 
then would have been thought as impofliblc 
even to be endured. Our merchant would 
have deemed the company of a monarch an in- 
trufion, and the jargon of the Exchange, which 
had for fo many, years been mufic to his ears, 
could not now have been borne. I have, here, 
given you fome of his own expreflions." At 
length he fell fick. His daughter was then 

in 



in her* eighteenth year ; the drfordef was of k 
gradual kihd, that threatened to cohtinufe life/ 
after one has ceafed to love it, and to clofe in 
death. He lingered eleven Weeks, and, the 
old domeltie being now fuperannuated and zU 
mod blihd, his dilughtcir wis at once his nurle, 
his cook J his confoler; a Ad might truly be fald 
to make hh bid in his (icknefs. She wanted 
not the world to teach her the filial duties. 
Her own pure heart rupplied them all, and 
her Own gentle hands adminillered them. But 
now, for the firft time of her exiftence, flie ad- 
ded to her father's anguifh. It almoft kills me 
to lodk on you, my only love, cried he, with 
att emphafis of fOrrow, and burftfng into teats. 
I am iuJffe, f-eplied (he, fallihg on her knees 
at his bedfide, it has almoft killed me to hear 
you fay fo, and if it would make my dearelt 
father better, I would kill myfclf this mo- 
ment, and truft in God's niercy to forgive me. 
Ah, my child, yoii millake the caufc and mo- 
tive of my regrets, refumed the parent — the 
thoughts of leaving you without protccftion — 
there is the bitlcrnefs — I am not going to be 
left, faid fhe, rifing haftily, I have a prefage 
you will be well foon, and I am a great pro- 
phetefs, my beloved father. Be in good fpirits, 
for I apm fure, you will recover : 1 have fent to 
VOL* I. O Montgomery 
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Wlontgomcry- and Welch Pool^ and to-niorrow, 
I am to have t,he two beft dodlprs in Wales. . 

jfoiir goodnefs is always a comfort, my 
darling, replied the defponding merchant,: but 
two thoufand Welch do£tor|s could not fet me 
again on my legs.— If, indeed, I, was in a con- 
dition to procure — but that^s impoflible ! — 
. » • • • ... 

Procure what? Whom? Nothing is impof- 
fible, ' anfwered his daughter with the mod 
c^gcr hafte. 

• . ■ . ■ ■ ■• 

I have an idle and romantic faith, in the 

^ " • • • 

only man in the whole world, that knows my 
tonllitution, and he is as far beyond my reach, 
as if he were out of exiftence. . 

•J ' . ■ 

Cood heaven! you mean Dr. *****♦, ex- 
claimed th^ daughter. I have heard you often 
ipeakof'nis having twice before faved your 
precious life, for which 1 have had him in jmy. 
nightly prayers ever lince, and fhall go on blef- 
fing him to the hour of my death. O, that I were 
a man to fetch him! ! 

The fathel: prefled her tenderly in his feeble 
arms, in acknowledgment of her affecftion, but 
told her, that, from a multiplicity of other 
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claims, it wouM be as impoflible fo# the Dbftor 
to get down to Wialcs^ as fof himfelf to go out 
of his lick bed to London^ Do not, thcl'efore, 
let us think of it, my child> continued the 
father, fincc it is only the aggravation of a vain 
wi(h to know that it tnuft end in difappoint^ 
ment — I am refigned, 

Notwithftandihg this declaration, the mer^ 
chant receiving no manner of benefit from the 
Welch Doiftors, and being unable, indeed, to 
pay for their continued attendance^ without aa 
injury to that fcanty fund, out of which he had 
to draw all the ncceflaries of life, he often 
fighed J3ut in a voice of pining^ as it were, in^ 
voluntarily, the name of ♦♦♦♦*♦, The found 
of that voice> languiihing for that which might 
poflibly change its tone to gladnefs, penetrated 
the foul of his daughter, who needed not £o 
pathetic a memento of her fath(jr*s wilhes, to 
make her bitterly regret her inability to gratify 
them. The poor gentleman grew worfe, and 
expreiding a deiire for fomething, which he 
imagined might afford a momentary relief, his 
Amelia, fo was the young lady nained, took 
the firft opportunity of his . being compofed» 
to go into the neighbourhood, in fearch of a 
perfon to fetch it frotn Montgomery. A 
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^iittlc iroad-- fide public -.houfe/ about a iniit 
from her father's cc^tage» ^pptared the moft 
likely place to find ^jonfeflfctlgfr* Thither Ihc 
repairedi and arrived jtifb in time to take 
fhelter from a fudden ilorm that fell with 
great violence. At the moment of her en-* 
trance there were none but the old hoft and 
hoftefs in the alehoufe, but in a very few mi- 
nutes after^ it filled with labourers and paf« 
fengers^ who» like herfelf» fought proteftion 
from the hurricane : durinjg the fury, however^ 
of which, (he had too much compaflion to 
mention her wiihes, for fhe was amongft thofe 
Drhofe nature would not iufier her t6 ** turn an 
enemy's dog- out of dMr M fuch a feafim/' 
This rteceffary delay, ileVertheJefs, greatly in- 
creaf<id her uneafinefs, and (he kept watching 
ttie rain, and the hoped return of fine wea^ 
ther, at the window. Seeing no profped: of its 
clearing, ihe determined to do that herfelf, at 
all hazards, which ihe ceriild not aflc another to 
perform :-^namely, ^io be herfelf the mef- 
fchgcr ; to which end fhe defired to know, 
tvhethcr the road (he faw from the window^ 
was the heareft and moft diredt to Montgo- 
mery, or to aiiy other town, where there was 
an apothecary's (hop, and what might be tH^ 
diftancV to aiijr filCh place ? 

The 



The afeAuig voice in which thefe queftiong 
were 4!8rnsirtdcd, ix^ the prevailing appearance 
of the fpeal?:cr> gained her ah intfir^ in ^very 
hearer jsEvi/^^boldiU'i fwep^^^ «hom -knew^ 
s(il4 f^ci(nowle4ged her for t neighbour^ n^ing-^ 
ling their expreflions pf ^«od-will, . with num** 
berlefs Jwiiu} enquirjf^ ^kw her fiok father/ fi^r 
whofe .la^guifhi9g fitmtioo^ thejr uQanimoufly 
4e(^lwe4 /(heir pity ^«d regard, iAndvfholh 
de^h, if it ihsould pletif^j God co fnatcdi him 
away, they fliould 1^^ femeiic. 



This lajt obfervat^op bringing to mind the 

image of her father's, danger more clofc y, the 

trembling Amelia loft all thought jpf , herfelfj^ 

or of the weather, and thanking every body 

around her for their civility, while hejr lovely 

face was covered with her tears, flie had got 

the latch of the door in her hand, and was pre* 

paring to hurry out on her commifiioQ, accord-^ 

ing to the diredlions flie had received, .when a 

traveller who had not opened his lips, during 

the cbnverfation of the peafants, but fat drying 

himfelf at the fire, rofe up fuddicnly, and, beg-. 

ged permiffion to fpeak f o her. She went with 

furprize and tottering ilep^ into ah adjoining 

room where he ufed to her thefe very words. 

** One of your neighbours, young lady, has 
tQ\4, Q^, jeou have been for many years, the 

03 beft 



bcfi daughter in the wwld, to the bd^vfiflierj^ 
who ha^ been once the lichcftj though hovr 
the poor6ft» 'man ift • Wal«s, coofidcring you 
and he are to be fupported'^ak gentlcfoiksr. 'It 
is plain ,to feci there fe-a-j^eat deal of diftrcfs 
upon your noiihd^ andit^ls riStural to gucfi the 
<;%uf^-ofat ttiaybe reinoved. I aninoti-by 
arty rijkewM, a wealthy ttiani* but I have-hatf thy 
fliarc of jcvils , rufficiently; tiy malke nic *feel fiif 
the ujtfortiinate^ and I'liaye alwaysf^ thank 
God, a fomethingto:irpare'*for the mitigation 
of honcft diftrefs, in, whatever country it is 
preferred t6 my View, 'I beg you willprcfent 
this trifle^ (givihg her a bank bill) with com- 
plimipnts/ begging the favour of his niaking 
ufe of 'iti' ti|I }t may fuit his fircunftftanccs to 
returtx fti-^lhave no* manner , of occafioj^ for 
it, till'about this time pext ycar^ when I will 
call to aflc after his health, which^ I hope, will 
long ere ^ that be eftabliiiiedi and if it.fhoujd 
not at that tihriQ be convehieht to make rcfli- 
tutioh of the loan, we wiH put it off till the. 
year after,'' Why^n I wilt pay a fecopd vifit to 
you';' shf'f piirpofe paffing through this frpuntry 
into Irclana, where I have Concerns anr^uallj^, 
I im ti&vP gbing to Lbi^dop,*' 

The laft fcntencc feenwid :to anmhilatie- the 

reft. Th§ vpry nam« pi London hadi^ At* tkat 

I : inftant^ 
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tnftant^ - more. icHarisi^ fpr lAmelia^thah it ^troiild 
£v<f boaft: of^jeating; in the.hfiii4<)f itny Mifs 
ia her teeits, whj> jtwd^ Jier ixiamiA«^. pronaifc 
to pafs a winter amongft the fine fQ^ks^abd^B^ 
lights, with which it abounds. But it drew 
xhe attention TiOfl Amelia," from -fapericfr'Ao- 
ttvci. ,' It was the wlittence of her poor'fatiieria 
phylidan,^ OH' whoft heart" Ihfe iibw xiefolve^w 
Ymcke an:at:temiie;oby the medium ^I5f the ge^ 
neious ftrangcjr, TVfhoiiKbrigTitly judged, !w6uia 
fuffei :his bounty tor ta^k^ any dirieftion .&e 
might 'wifh, andto.whdm file flatted the mer- 
chant's' anxious, but ifaopelefs delires*. 1 / n 






• You itave juft the foul, my dear.' friend, itd 
fugged the extacy of Amelia's^ on iieaidhg that 
this much-wifhed for !phy0cian/wafi}ah intim»f c 
acquaintance of the traveller, and'^al^ the ifii 
tecefts of an old afFedion Ihall be.tHed w^ith 
the dodtor, exclaimed the flranger, as fopnitits 
I get to town, on condition that you will now 
go home to your father with this* purfe, and as 
an affurance, that although I am^an'^/ar^^tl 
will receive neither-prrncipali nor intereft,''tiU 
he is very able to pay both, o. • }.> 

• • . .' > ■ » » I 

He did not give the aftonifhed Amelia time 
to refufe, but feeing the weather inclined tb 
romitJts ri^uriji t^put half-at-crbwh into the 

04 hands 



hands of the peafants, to drink the foung 
lady^ and her fick father's health ; and order* 
ihg his horfe to the doot^-*-«nu>unted and pr^ 
cccdcd on his journey. • ' 

: Does not your bounding heart afibre you, 
faia feelings would have' defended hitn, from 
bcftowing a thought oil the peitings of chf 
pitilefs ftorm» bad they Continued to vage? 
And dofes it not alfo inform you» that this £ur 
pattern of filial piety was proof againft the 
war of elements : the funihine of benevoleaee 
had^ indeed^ fo animated her^ that its ittddcn 
and intenfe rays^ might have been too ftrong 
for her tender frame, had they not been mode* 
rated by a fliower of tears. She had &arcely 
yegaihed her cottage^ indeed^ when overcome 
by her fenfations, ihe fainted i:n the arms of 
her aged nurfe^ who had been mournii^ her 
delay. 

: Alas^ tny friend^ what fragile creatures we 
irt\ How much at the difpofal of contrary 
tvents I How totally the vaiTals of forrow^ ted 
of joy ! How little able to encounter the. ex- 
tremcs of either! But you will not eafily for- 
give exclamations that detain you from poor 
Amelia^ whom I left in difirefs tot indulge 
them. My heart is but too often the maflei 

of 



nf my peni and guidet it as it lifleth. Let votf 
haften to make atonement^ bjr informing you^ 
that our lovely .foffeier, iohhier Keovery, ha4 
the pleafure to find htr fiitfaer hajd dofed beft 
part of the niiMrningi latid' though he mifled 
her; from hk^ apartment^ tirhen lie awoke, he 
told the nurfe^, thait; be hoped ihe was taking 
a little necefikry:reft in hec own room» whire 
he ^deiired &» might remain wii^ifturbed. 



This gave heroppoFtiiitity .to nrmnage her 
good fortune/ of which (he refolved to be fo 
excellent an oaconom^^.ttiat the fupply ihe 
bad received ihould answer the wifeft and kap^ 
pieft purpofes : ihe recolidd^ that the 4iay 
before ihe met the benewiehit itranger^ ber 
fiither had receiyed by the^pofta Bank^billj to 
the amdant of the ^uart^ly diiriiioa of his anr 
Buity ; of coui^ a farther enforcement mas 
not immediately neceflkty ^ on which accounjp 
ihe had to regret, that the i]urry into which 
her fpirits were thrown^ had hindered her from 
perfifting in her rcfufai of the loan, to the 
acceptance of which, however, (he was feme- 
what reconciled, when ihe reflefted on the 
condition annexed to her borrowing it; and 
an idea, winch jufl then itarted to her imagi- 
nation, of the manner in which it might be 

appropriated. 
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propria ted» completely fatisfied her feelings, on 
xhe occafion.: She .confidcred thegentleman's 
ftiaiikr-bill asthe luckieftjfundJn the:world, to 
ferve as thephyfician's fee, in cafe the gene^' 
rous flranger fhould prevail on liim to come, 
and to that facred yfe her heart devoted it. 
•The fum wis jfifty pounds. A recompcncc 
twrhich her ignorance in the pride of medical 
advice in the golden cltives' of England led her 
to fuppofe would be alUfufficient for a jpurncy 
down to Wales. Alas ! were a regular chafgc 
t6 be made oiit hy Dodors W, R, G, F, L, or 
any other of the jiopular fons of Efculapius, 
^f London, for fiich a tour from the gnui(i 
iniurt.of cuftokn, the 50I. would fcarcely h^ 
tteught fby thofe sneifieurs a more than fuffi-« 
Cleric fum to pay tiavelling expences. In noany 
parts! of the continent, indeed, where a (hilling 
arakie^ inxoin that has lefs of filver in its coro^ 
poiition, than would be found in the analyfift 
of a filver penny, is received as a fettled gra-f 
tuity for running a German <i)ile, 50 1. would 
ciU a handfome figure in phytic, and go very 
far.. towards curing a whole city of an tpu 
demy fo far as prefqriptions could aflift in jt» 
recovery. 

. • ' ... 

. As, however, the vifit of Dr. t**»*» w^s «i 

point rather " devoutly to be wiflied,*' than 

expefted. 
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expefted, it being the middle of a very 
hard wirKcr, . Amelia thought it prudent to 
conceal the little adventure at the public houfc 
from her father, whofe malady, neverthelefs, 
rather increafed than abated, and his love of 
life being in effed his love for his daughter, 
he could not help oocafionally regrettirtg his 
impaffable diftanct from the only man, by 
iVhofe aid there might be a chance of reiifting 
his diftafe. There is, you know, aC forf of fur 
perdition which often runs through a family 
in favour ©f its family phyiician. Nor is it 
altogether without a fupport fronrireafon, fincc 
the perfon who has long been in the fecrets 
of our conftrtiition, and familiar with our ha- 
bits of living, muft, in all general cafes, be 
better able to apply -the proper remedies, than 
he who is called into our bedchambers, when 
there is a difeafc ia it,, and when he fees us 
for the firft time . under its influence : befides 
which an old phyfician is commonly an old 
friend, and unites the lenitives of affedion to 
the cathartics of fciencej no wonder, then, 
that we have faith in him, and faith, you know 
is a great dodor in itfelf, performing a thou-*- 
fand Cures, whiph the higheft profeflibnal ikill 
has not been able to accomplifli without it. 

You will readily believe, that the bountiful 

ftranger did not break promife to Amelia. He 
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kept it indeed fo religioufly holy, that in lefg 
than ten days from the date of his departure^ 
our juous daughter received a meflage, pur- 
porting: that a perfon at the public houfe 
begged to fpeak with her. You, my friend, 
whdfc fancy is ever warmed by your affeiftion- 
ate hearty will immediately conclude what wa$ 
concluded by Amelia, that it could be only 
rhe much-defired Dodlor, who had thus de- 
licately, to prevent the ill efFed: of furprizc 
on the lick merchant, announced his arrival. 
If to^ you are in the right. However incon- 
liftent with the fpirit of bufinefs fuch a long 
journey might be, it was perfedly in unifon 
with the fpirit of benevolence by which Dr. 
****** was moved, to determine upon it the 
infTant the cafe was dated to him, and to exe- 
cute what he had fo determined, with all the 
difpatch necelfary to an affair of life and death, 
and the life and death, moreover, of an old 
and unfortunate friend. My good little girl, faid 
he, on the entrance of Amelia, who gliding 
from her father's bedfide with Sylphid fteps, 
ran with duteous hafte to the village inn — My 

good little girl, I am come from . 

Heaven ! interrupted Amelia, falling on her 
knees, you are come from heaven to make 
my father welK — Under the aufpiccs of that 
heaven, I truft lam, refiimed the Dodor. Let 

7 us 



tte Ay thi^ kiftaht» ex^Iaitmd Anleita» in tbc 
animated aat^nt^ of naturt-^Iat w d6 ali thin^ 
in order, re{)lied the Do&cti in the langukgjti 
of friendly difcf^tioiH Olhirwilb we (hall 44 
ni(Mre harm thaiii good*— ^I prefume I am not 
expected ? Amelia bowed a negati v^« . Thm 
my fuddei^ apfpeai^ande would- tnsikt tky fithti 
wdifd^ child^ colttimi^ tii« 0o6tor. No; g(» 
back to» hi«, and \0 tell||l|( him an oTd friend 
of his from London^ ^0if who has particular 
bofinefs in that part of Wal^s which he inha-* 
bftSy means to pay him a viitc on th^ fcore of 
amcient amity, and will taka cottage fare from 
faim in his chambet. The ^larne of this did 
London friend wili then be ^ matter of ai^riiife- 
ing conjedure^ in the ittidft of which thou^ 
child, mayft fugged that thou fhouldft not 
wonder if it were me^ teiiing him a$ much df 
the adventure that I find happened at thui 
inn« between thee and the geAilemar^ who 
brought me thy meflkge» and with it the ftorjr 
of thy virtues and misforttuks^ ta fuppbrt and 
to relieve which would have bitou^^ me cetf 
times as far.: but we have no liioe (or ptoftf^ 
(ion) I am cpme here to pra(3:il€ ; (b fare thee 
'Weil, my good little ma^d. — AIL that I have 
premifed wilt be the worik; oniy ofi aa houf^ U 
the end of which I wiU be wi<ii thfc. 
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She kiffed his h^nd fervently, and without 
fpeaking a fingle word, [fprung up, and might 
rather be faid to fly than run to the cottage, 
though the paths thereto were loft in fnow. 
Hfsr father was fitting up in his bed, fupport- 
ed by pillows, which the aged adherent had 
made fhift to place in the abfence of his filial 
nurfe, who gently chid the old woman for tak- 
ing her proper bufinefs out of her hands ; but 
that, if her dear father had found a moment's 
cafe by this ufurpation of her natural rights, 
Ihe would then forgive the ufurpcr. She then 
entered on her errand, which (he managed fo 
well, as to m^ke the old friend's name, after 
much pleafant conjedure on both fides, the 
fubjcdt of a wager ; the father obferving, that 
if it fiiould prove to belong to the Dodlor^ 
Providence had fent him to reward the virtue 
of his daughter, who on her part maintained 
that it would be chiefly owing to the value 
which heaven, itfelf would fet on her parent's 
life* This amicable ftrife had put the invalid 
intb iinwoi^ted fpirits, and thereby, perha^ps, 
not only prepared the way for the cure of a 
fever 6n the^nerves, but laid the beft founda- 
tioh of it. The poor gentleman did not dare 
tor fay any ftrefi on the poflibility of a vifit 
from the phyfician, and yet a faint blufti of 

hope 
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hope denoted that he fhould think hutiifelff 
moft happy to lofehiswagen • i' : ji 



• / 



At this aufpiciow crlfis it was^ that our 
Dodlor made hif cntrS, f^ing» as he advanced^ 
to the bed-fide, •' My efteemed friend, I a<n' 
come to return my perfonal thanks to thee, for 
having me in thy thoughts' when thou wett, 
toofick to remember any but thofe who arc 
dear to thee, and of whom thou haft: a good 
opinion/ Give me thy hand, and, without, en- 
tering into long hiftories, let us fee, if in re.- 
turn for thy kindnefs, I can make thee well 
atgain. Yes, this pulfe I forefee, before I have 
done with it : 

ShaU temperately keep tiitte, and beat 
r Mpre healtfafd mafic. . . /. 

Thofe eyes have I fee, ftill, the fpirit of life iii 
them, and this heart fhali yet bound with re- 
novated enjoyments.*' 

The emotions of Amelia during thefe fa- 
vorable proghoftications no words can tell you. 
The nicrchaht was ftrongly affeded. The Doc- 
tor pefrcelved that his patient was recoverable 
both in the maladies of body and mind ; and 
as he was mo' lefs a philofopher and philan- 
thropift than a phyfician, he could with equal 
ikill prelcribe for each. He was one of the 

people 



pi^e callttl Qdiikert ; ahd to a fterfioftlcnoW'^^ 
ledge of the world, of, hit ptofeffion^ and of^ 
the human heart, united all the honeft plainnefs 
df the tharader* The merchsint*s^ difcftder 
^A^, at I havefaid^ a fever on ihe fpirits, of 
which the fynipfioms were^ as ufuaf, want of 
appetite, laflkude^ watchfulncfs, and dejedtion 
df mind : a pulfe flow and creeping, difficultf 
at refpiradon^ and a dread, yet hope, of death. 

I need not tell jt>u, that in this difeafe the 
cathartics of the mind, fuch as exhitemte, en*, 
liven, and amufe the patient, are the moA-^eU 
ftdual remedies, and fuch as were adminiftered 
with uncommon fucccfs on the prefent oc* 
cafion. In lefs than a fortnight, the iick man 
not only was in a condition t* leave his bed^ 
but his chamber, and play his part in the little 
cottage parlour, in a thoufand little . frolics 
that Amelia and the Dodor dcvifed to enter- 
tain him : in the courfc of the third week^ he 
Tefumed his accuftomed exercifes ; and under 
the cordial fu{]ports of \iis friend and his child^ 
he could afcend the mountains that lenvirontd 
bis habitation . In the middle of the fourth 
l^eek, his fpirits and Itrength were fo well rt^ 
ftorcd> that in returning home to dinner, after 
a walk of feme miles, he jocularly propofed to 
fun againft the Dodor and Amelia for tt 

6 wager ; 
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wager 4 which being agreed upon by the other 
parties, he fet off, and beat thenfi bodT. It 
was in the afternoon of this vi(3x>rious day, 
that the good Doftor inticnaled th'e heceffity of 
his return to town ; good-humouredly obferv- 
ihg, that, although by a lucky iifrfehgtoient» 
. he had left his lick and wounded* iti very good 
hands with a brother phyficiari in London, he 
could not trefpftfs' any longer^ without fear of 
being fet down by. the college as a dcferter, 
aiid he muft therefore repair to head quarters 
in the morning.- ;.:. ^ 

The reafonablenefs of this was adniitted : 
yet the merchant fighed, and Amelia wept. 
The Dodor knew it muft be done, and he faw 
that his prophecy, as to his friend's recovery, 
was ftilfilled' to his heart's content; biit there 
is a fympathy in generous regret, and his eyes 
Were not moreSry thah Amelia's. In defpite 
of exertions, the evening paft heavily , away : 
the morning did not rife without cafting clouds 
on every countenance. The hour, the almoft 
ihftant, that was to feparate the cottagers from 
their pfefervcr, approached. 

Friend, faid the Dodor to hia patient, as 
he heard the wheels of his carriage advancing, 
iince 1 faw thee laft in the great city, I have 
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profpered exceedingly. All thofe families, to 
whom thoa tookeft me by the band, were, 
more for thy fake than mine, on my lift. Sonve 
merit, howcverj or infinite good fortune, I muft 
needs; have had, fince, from an yearly ga^n of 
qnc hundred, I have increafed ^my income to 
feveral thoufands per annum; and yet, I do 
ript take fees fpr one in forty of my prefcripr 
;ions. — My houfe is too large for my.fami}y> 
Wilt thou come once again into the bufy 
ivorld, with this mountain blo0bm, and oc- 
cupy fome of the apartments ?-T-This as thou 
wilt- — At prefent I muft give thee a few words 
of parting advice, and muft rely on this dam- 
fel to fee that it is adopted. Thou art f9 
much thy former felf, friend, that I fear not 
a relapfe; but, to fortify and ftrengthen thee 
in my abfence, I have written, and made up, 
a. prefcription, which,, I am convinced, hits 
thy cafe exadly. Hearing fo.mething of tby 
maladies from the friend who conveyed to mc 
jhy Amelia*i9 meflage, and forming a judgment, 
fqberly, thereupon, I brought with mc fuch 
drugs as I thought could not be readily pro* 
cured in thy neighbourhood. They lie, how- 
ever, in a ITmail compafs, even in this little 
box, yet, being compounds of peculiar ftrength, 
they will Jaft you, I judge, for at leaft a year 
to come, probably morc^f they fliould not* 

thou 
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thou knowcft where to addrcfs the prefcrib^r 
for a frclh fupply. There, friend, take it, but 
do no^ open it till you feem to m(h for fome- 
thing of a cordial nature. It will then^ I hiiYC 
AG doubt, do thee good. 

He received their tearful embraceis, and dc5- 
parted^ You ait impatient to lift pp the lid 
of the box, \v hen i^ was opened by the mer- 
chant an^^is daughter, they difcovered two 
fkparate pieces of paper^ each containing a 
drafts 6n a different banker^ for ffw thou/and 
f^ndsr^thc qncg a prefent from the phyfician^ 
the other from the ft ranger who had givefi 
him an account of this little family. Wrapt 
round thefe drafts was a flip of paper> in the 
Doiftor's hand-writing, containing thefe words 

■ • • • . 

— «* Tributes, from the friends of filial piety 
and parental love/^ 

I muft not deny you the gratii6cat!oil ot 
knowing that the father recovered, and the 
child added to his blefHngs, and her own, niany 
years; in the fmiling courfe of which, the 
young lady'i virtues attracted the affections 
of a very Wealthy and worthy gentleman, whole 
power and inclinations not only enabled the 
merchant to make ref^itution of the generofity 
received from the phyl^cian i but to make alib 

i^ a the: 



-12 . GLEANINGS, i^C. 

the rcfidpc of that man's life, from whom "he 
:derived. the bcft and lovclicft of wives, as happy, 
rnvprofpcrity, as it had been rcfpcftablc, in 
*f>isfortUne. ■ ■ > .^ ■ -^ . .!. 

• * y *, . * • . * ,^ '. ». • •• 

There is an air of romance about this little 
-hiftof;^, better ftjitiPd^ttf the i^im:o1^'thc 
'days of chivalry (when'&y fally forth in^^fi^ 
t>f the unhappy and -of Ihb^pprefled; atnd to 
relieve th6m=; was a vitaPpart of iKt ediica- 
*tion-^naf,^ ^n^ twen of the religion^ of a 
'gentlcma^7 ^^^' to-tfhe ]^r6f<*lit timcfe-,^ wlikh, 
ihough perliapsf liot IHs dift4ii^ut(hed for lib^ 
T^I juftrons, ■ than any age wRatfoevef,' Icfs en^ 
courages'that' quixotifm in b^rievolenee, which 
Tnarked the charaftcr of former airas; v Oh 
your' heart I ilced not prefs my repeated af- 
flfranct?* of the fimple truth of the- abdve 
tranfaftions. You will cafily credit woWfe knd 
deeds^ of which you are yourfelffo capable : 
indeed, tb your feelings' there will be*' riothiing 
Turprizing'in all this, for you will folldvV the 
good old riile of judging others by ydurfelf. 
Nay; I am perfuaded, that the woridei- will 
ceafe, arid'^die away, in every heart ybu'tTiink 
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Tit to make partaker of thefe/^^7j, 'when gfvcn 
"to" uriderftand, that they'jproceeded' ffoifi a 
bbyfiqian who was' the rh^ahs of conVertfr^ 

% ' highw.'^^rfiiffl, ^^WJim'k^ottlr^^^^ 

faith, 
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taitb, i»to. a man , who . was afterwai;/d3 . chofea 

tQ guard the public faith, i)/ > holding i . plate 

of the higheft trujl in juie of* the public, trea-j 

furies of his country ; ,and that .the Doftor'a^ 

colkague in the bounty, (hewn tp pur merchant 

and his Amelia, was no. Jcfs a benefaCipr. tQ 

hunuin kind, than the late Mr^ Howard, whot 

... *''rf*' .■■''.''' •• 

happened, on the day that he was, driven foi; 

l^elter into the village inn, which, was then 

gjraqqd with the prefcnce of Amelia^ to be re- 

tijrning to England from ppe of hi^ ufyal tours 

of benevolenct, to* the different. prifons qf Ire-. 

land and Wales. , My friend, farewelL 



LET T E R XIVT. 

TO THE SAME. 

Singular indeed ! that you Ihould 
be pcrufing the aceoiint of the death of the 
philanthropift mentioned in my laft,- at the 
inomerit that you deceived my letted,- and that 
oh* the morning ' of the fairte day yoii-'fhpuld 
hAve -fallen iii company with I>;**t!^*^*, of 
whdfe t6tirof loviftg kindnefs I had prepared 
for you fo^ amjple a detail. • 



I..- 
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Things of this fort are occafionally fo well- 
fck]!^^ that there feems more in them than our 

p 3 philofophy 
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pfailofophy can find out. It is itnpoinbie-^ 
hear that the King of Terrors has taken out of 
|hc world one of the beft that ever entered it, 
for fuch Mn JoHftti Howard unqueftionably 
was, without quitting one's fubjcd):^ whatfo- 
ever it might;be a€ the time of receiving fuch 
Intelligence, and faftening upon that which 
4dds a ftefh proof to the certainty of that hour 
which is appointed for our own dilToIution. 
The lofs of the deareft objedUs one by ont, in 
they drop from us, makes, perhaps, the ap« 
proaches of that hour iefs formidable, ioa£. 
much as we thereby feel our ties to lifb dimi« 
niihed. The friendly intercourfe that fubfifted^ 
^twixt me aqd the good Howard, is amongft 
thofe pleafupes of reflexion, which, though 
at the prefent moment, dafhed by painful re- 
grets, will be cheriflied for ever. I picked up 
fjn^ny things refpeding him well wo|thy of 
tf^y gleaning hand in the cou^fe of pufi conver** 
fatlons : fpfne pf which I (hould fend you^^ 
Fere I npt certain that therp will be more th^ 
a plenty of biographer^ follow fall upon his 
funeral ; and more lives, like more |aft dying 
fgeeches* is an eyi) that is levied oi^ every 
great man's aihes. A fpw only of his particu-^ 
lar habits, as they occur at the moment, ihall 

wait upon you. 

Howtfd 



Howard had many fingularitics, but' veiy 
few afTedlations. It was fingular for mere 
mortal man to go about doing good for the 
fake of doing it : to devote his fortune, and 
his life, to explore the moft negledlcd, and 
the moll forlorn of the wretched, and to re* 
licve them ** according to their feveral necef- 
*' fities'*-T-to l^egin the work of benevolence, 
where other people's bounty commonly ends it— 
in a prifon. All this, I fay, was very fingular, 
but wholly pure of affedtation. Further, it 
was fingular, deferving that word, indeed, in-, 
afmuch as in human hiftory — it is without a 
parallel — ^to put himfelf to the greatefl: per- 
fonal inconveniences, and to encounter the 
greateft dangers, often of life itfelf, to accoml 
plifh the propofed ends of his philanthropy, 
fince it is notorious that he traverfed the earth, 
without any confideration of political difl:inc- 
tions, or the nature of climate, in fearch of 
his objedls, by which perfeverance and intrcr.. 
pidity of rcfolution, he overcame all impedi- 
ments that would have deterred many excellent 
perfons from attempting the like enterprizes; 
and made even thofe faint ' by the way, who, 
with like good hearts, but with lefs firm minds, 
would have found themfelves unequal to like 
undertakings : yet in Howard this was alto- 
gether unafFeded : and before any man fets 

P4 down 
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dowi^any part of it to a love of being particu- 
lar, or to a love of fame, arifing therefrpm, 
let him well and truly examine his own heart, 
his own difpofition, and fee that he is not 
hunting about for an excufe to his own wani 
of benevolence, or to his own vanities, in 
being bountiful, by lowering the principle of 
benevolence in- another. Let it not be imputed 
to John Howard, as a difhonour, that he bad 
enemies, who while they could not but applaud 
the blefled efteds of his virtue, laboui?ed to 
depreciate the caufe: the Saviour of the whole 
world, whom, perhaps, of human creatures he 
moft corredly imitated, had t4ie fatne, and to 
rcfemble his divine example, even in the 
wrongs that were heaped on bis iacfcd hcad^ is 
rather glory than fhame. 

He was Angular in many of the common 
habits of life : for inftancc, he preferred damp 
Iheets, linen, and cloaths, to dry ones,* and 
both riling and going to bed fwathed himfelf 
with coarfe towels dipped in the coldeft water 
he could get ; in that ftate he remained half 
an hour, and then threw them off, frefhened 
and invigpra?ted, as he faid, ^yond mcafure. * 
He never put on a great coat in the coldeft doun- 
tries; norhadbeena minute under orover thetime 
of an appointment, fo far as it depended on>him- 

■felf. 
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felfi for fix and twenty years. He never con^ 
tinued at a place, or with a perfpn, a finglc cl«y 
beyond the »period prefixed for going, in hi? 
* whole life ; and he had not for the laft fixteen 
years. of his cxiftence ate any fifh, flefh,.or 
fowl ; nor fat down to his fimple fare of tea, 
milk, and rulks, all that time. His journeys 
were continued from prifon to prifon, from 
one groupe of wretched beings to another; 
night and day, and where he could not go with 
a carriage he would ride, and where that wast 
hazardous he would walk. Such a thing ag ait 
obftrucftion was out of the queftion. 

There are thofe who, x:onfcious of want- 
ing in themfelyes what they envy in others, 
brand this vidlorious determination of fufFer* 
ing no let, or hindrance, to flop him from 
keeping on in the right way, as madnefs. Ah, 
my friend, how much better would it l?e for 
their neighbours, and for fociety, were they 
half as mad. Diftradtions they doubtlefs have, 
but it is to be feared, not half fo friendly to the 
interefts of human kind. But, indeed, all en- 
thufiafm of virtue is deemed romantic excen- 
tricity, by the cold hearted. 

With rcfpeft to Mr. Howard's perfonal fin- 
gularjties ^bove defcribcd, though they were, 

certainly. 
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ccftainly, hazardous experiments^ in the firll 
inftance« it was not ufelefs for a man^ who had 
pre*refolved to fet his face againft wind and 
weather, and after paffing all forts of unhealthy 
cUmes, to defcend into the real|R]$i5fdifeafe and 
death, to make thenir 

Some days after his firft return from an at« 
tempt to mitigate the fury of the plague in 
Gmftantinople, he favoured me with a mom^ 
Ing vifit in London ; the weather wag (b very 
terribk> that I had forgot his inveterate ext<9t<. 
nefs, and bad yielded up even the hope, fok 
his own fake, of expecting him. Twelve tt 
noon was the hour, aqd exaSly as the clock, in 
jny room, (Iruck it, he entered 5 the wet, foy it 
rained torrents, dripping from every part of his 
drefs, like water from a flicep juft landed from 
its waftiing. He would not even have attends 
^ to his fityation, having fat himfelf down with 
the utmoft compofure, and begun converfation, 
had I not made an offer of dry cloaths, &c, 

^* Yes, faid he, fmiling, I h^d my fears;, las 
•• I knocked at your door, that we fliould go 
over the old bufinefs of apprehenfions, about 
a little rain water, which though it does not 
run from off my back, as it docs from that 
♦* of a duck^ goofe, or any o;hcr aquatic bird^ 

"it 
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^ it does me as little Irvjuty ; and after a long 
^ drought is fcarccly lefa refrelhing? The coat 
^I have now on has been as often wettec} 
** throoghj as any duck's in the worlds and, in^ 
deed^ gets no other fort of cleaning. I dp 
alBire you» a good foaking fhower is the beft 
^^ bruih for broad cloath, in the univerfe. You^ 
^* Ukc the reft of my friends^ throw away your 
^^ pity upon my fuppofed hardfhtps with juft 
^f as much reafon^ as you commiferate the 
^ common beggars^ who^ being familiar with 
^' itorms and hurricanes, neceifity and naked- 
*' neis^ are a thoufand times, fo forcible U 
habits lefs to be compaflionated than the fons 
and daughters of Eafe and Luxury, who, ac- 
** cuftomed to all the enfeebling refinements 
•Vof feathers by night, and fires by day, arc 
^^ taught to feel like the puny creature ftig^ 
♦? matiftd by Pope, who ihivered at a breeze. 
" All this is the work of art, my good friend j 
*f nature is more independent of external^ cir- 
" cumftances. Nature is intrepid, hardy, and 
" adventurous ; but it is a pradice to fpoil her, 
^f with indulgencies, from the moment we come 
♦' into the world — z foft drcfs, and foft cradle, 
^* begin ouir fsducation in luxuries, and wf^ do 
If not grow more manly the more we are grati«> 
f^ Qed ; on the contrary^ pur feet muil bp wrapt 
ff in wqqI or filk, we mul^ tread upon carpets, 
I breathe, 
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V brcajthc^ as it were^ in fire, avoid a tcmpcfi:, 

*' which fweptens the air,j as we wpuld? A blaft 

■ • - •- * - 

** that putrifies it, ^nd guarding every cyrcv^ce 
from an unwholefpme breeze, when it h the 
moft elaftic an4 bracing, lie down upon a 
bed of fcatl^i^j. that reUx the. fyftera^. n>ore 

*' than a night's lodging upon Rint&mqi/' 
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You fmilc, added Mr. , How^^qrjaftfi? a 
paufe, but I am a Uving i^ftanfce.-€^f the 
" truths I infift on, ; A more Spuii)l:whipftffr'' 
" than myfelf, in the ^yii of my youth^^^'Afa^ 
*.* never feen. I couldiaot walk out an even-' 
" ing without wraj^icg up : if 1 -gst .Ti^t'^iti 
the feet a cold fuccecded; I xouid Aofc puf 
oamy ihirt with^t. its! being. aircd/i',iras, 
politely, enfeebled enou^ to havcd^i^atc^ 
" nervea, and was, occafiDnally, trbubtedi%ithr a* 
very genteel hedtic; To be feriofas, I milf 
[^ convinced what cmafculates the bbdy,. dcbi-" 
*>.litates the mind, and renders -both unfit for 
** thofc exertions, which are of fuch ufe to uisf 
" as focial beings* *, J, therefore,, entered upoft 
" a reform of my caraftitution, and have fuct. 
Geeded in fuch a degriee, that I hftve neithe¥ 
had a^cough, cold,* the*vapbi«,'iioran(y tjMtV 
<^ alarming difordep,- -fitire i 'ilifaAountdd th? 
J^ feafonJng. * Priop -^-to-'^tfeiidf; 1 bfedr to 'M S 
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^ mifcrable dependent on • \^ind and weather ; 
'* a little too hiuch of either- would poftponc, 
^ and frequently prevent— not only my amufe- 
ments, but my duties ; *and every one knows 
that a pleafure, or a duty, deferredJ^ is often 
■4eftriy#d. - ProcraftinatioiV JIfciVery juftly 
<t;alle*i«hc 'fhief of Time. 'And if, prelTed 
by niy rfflfedlions, or by the neceffity of affairs^ 
I did'vehtuWforthilidefpite of the elements, 
."^•the d^nftiltiShces were equally abfurd/ancf 
^ incorilmfodiekis, not- ftldbm affliftivfe/". ' f 
**,mufflea lip even to my noftrik; a crack iri 
"the glafsj^ of ' my chhife was fufficient to 
" diftrels ^mV" sk fudden-flobe of the wheels 'to 
*' the right' or It ft, fetrfie- a trembling, a Jolt 
*' Ieem*a''lifee -diflocatidn, and the fight of a 
** bank'6r prccipic^, near which my hdrft, or 
^'.ciirriagt, -w'te to paft. Would difordef me To 
•'^^niucli/^that'l would order tire ddVertb ftop, 

* ttatt r mSj^ht get out' and walk by tTTe**dif- 

* ficuff places J Mulled 'wines, fpirituous cor- 
** dials, ahd great fires; were to comfort me, 
^and kre^ but the cold, as it is called, at every 
" ftage, and if I felt the leaft damp in my feet, 

or other {iarts of my body, dry ftoclcihgs, 

lineh, &c. -^^ere to be inftantly put on, the* 

^ perils 6f the day were to be baffled by fome- 

^' thing taken hot goings to bed, and before. I 

^^-purfued^rrty joumey;^the next morning;- a 
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•• drtm Was M be fwallowcd do^n'to fdrtiff 
•• the ftofna<!h. In a word, I iived> moved, 
•• and had my being, fo much by rule, thatt the 
^ flighteft deviation was a difeafc/' , 

^* Every man, continued Mr. Ho.wardi muft, 
•• in thefe cafes, be his own pbyfickit. He 
muft prefcribe for, and pradifeon^ himfelf. 
I did this by a very iiipple, but as you will 
think, very fevcre regimen; namely,, by deny- 
ing myfelf almoft every thing in wjiich I 
had long indulged. But as it is always 
** much harder to get rid of a bad habit, than to 
.contract it, I entered on my reform gradu-^ 
ally ; that is ta fay, I began to diminiiH my 
ufual indulgcncies by degrees. I found that 
a heavy meal, or a hearty one, as it is 
*^ termed, and a chearful glafs, that is to Ay* 
one more than does you good, made me inca«« 
pable, or at bed, difinclined to. any ufeful 
*' exertions, for fome hours after dinners and 
^* if the diluting powers of tea, aflifled the 
^' work of a didurbed digeftion, fo far as t^ 
•* reftorc my faculties, a luxurious fupper 
"comes fo clofe upon it, that I was fit for 
" nothing but diilipation, till I went to a Iux« 
«« urious bed, where I finifhed the enervating^ 
«* practices, by fleeping eight, ten, and fome« 
^* times a dozen of hours on the ftfctchu-^You 

'•will 
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" will not wonder, that I rofc the next nwrn^ 
** ing with the folids relaxed, the nerves un- 
•* ftrung, the juices thickened, and the confti^ 
^^ tution weakened* To remedy all this, I ate 
** a little lefs at every meal, and reduced my 
^< drink in proportion. It is really wonderful 
5* to confider, how imperceptibly ,a finglc 
<* morfel of animal food, imd a tea--fpoonful 
of liquor dedu&ed froni the ufual quantity 
daily, will reftore the mental functions, with« 
out any injury to the corporeal: nay, with 
increafeof vigour to both*. I brought my- 
felf, in the firft. inftance, from dining upon 
many diihes, to dining on a few, and then 
^ to being &tiafied with one; in like manner^ 
** inftead of drinking a variety of wines, T 
^ made my election of a finglc fort, and adhered 
** to it alone." 
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♦• In the next place — but I fliall tire yoii/* 

I intreated him to go on till I either (hewed 
by words, or ^Aions, that I was weary. 

He proceeded thus: — ** My next bufinefs 
^ was to eat and drink fparingly of that 
adopted difh and bottle. My eafe, vivacity, 
and fpirits, augmented. My cloathing, &c« 
** underwent a iimilar reform, the cfFcdt of all 
" which is, and has been for many years, that 
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I am ncichcr affedied by feeing my carriage 
dragged up a mountain, or driven do^vn a 
valley. If an accident happen?, I am pre- 
pared for it, I rtican fa far as refpedrs unneccf^ 
fery terrori^. and L am proof againft all 
changes in the atntofpherc,^ Avet deaths, wet 
feet, night dir^damp bedis, damp houfes^ 
^* traniitions from he^t to cold, . and the long 
•*'train of hypochondriac afFe&ibns^'* 
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" Believe me^ wc« ire too apt. to invert the re- 
^ medies, whidh we ^ght to' prefcribc to our- 
^* felves — for inftance> we arfe for ever giving 
t* Jidt things, when^wc fbould adminifter cold* 
•,*:On my going down to my houfe lafl: week in 
•I Bedfordlliire,^- the overfeer of- rhy ^groundsr 

vritt me wkh ^i pail full of comfortable 

« 

things, as he called them, which he- wa^- 
carrying, to QJie of my qows, which, was 
*^ affliAcd forely withi "as he called' rt,'a racket ty 
•^.jzoinplajrtt iif hfer Jbowels. I .ordered him to 
" throw away hifr pall 5[^f.comfQrtfc apd take to 
^\ the poor beaft,^ ^ pail of cold water. Cold 
water; yoUf hbnour, exclaimed the man, 
with every mark of confternation ! Would 
'* ybu kill the poor dumb creature ?' Why, fhe 
'•^ii^in fuch defperntious pain, that I doii't thjnk 
*• a bticket of fheer brandy, would have any 

more effed upon her, than if I were to pour 
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•* it ^gainft a deajd wall^ No matter for that^ 
'* faid I, take her* a pail of water! ;$upppfe, 
**'hoheft friend, {fee Jiad all her Iif6 run Wild 
**.in a fpreft, and^ jfcll jrito the ficknefs under. 
•* which ihc now labours. <foft thoii think that 
^•nature would ever carry hci". the hot com* 
^* forts y.ou have ^ot jn that pail? Natnrej^ 
•* yoiir honour; tiit \v1fh fubtniMort, ftature 
^* muft, when either man or bead is fick, be 
** clapped on the back a. little; if not, nsgrure 
** will let theni die. Not Ihe, truly; if they. 
** are recoverable, {he will, oh the contrary. 
" make them welK Depend lipon it, fhe is tnfe 
** b'efl: pKylician in the world, though fhe has 
** not taten her degrees in the CoIIegeV ind fo 
** make hafte to throw away what h now iii* 
** your pJiil, and fill it as t direAed; for whe- 
•^ ther my cow die or live, 'lh« (hall have rio- 
** thing but grafs and cold water. T^hoiigh the 
** poor fellow dared ftot any Ibnget refllt, I 
^ could fee plairiljr that he put me dowii, as 
•* having lort not only my feofes, but my hu- 
** mahity. Howdv^r, the <iitfe did very Well, 
** and I am fatisfied, that if we were to truft 

'* more to nat-ure,,and fuffer ier to,fijpply her 

■ •■■■*. -.1 I. .'' 

** own rjjmedieSjK to cure hey own difea(53, the 
[* formidable catalogue of humpn ma|adie3 
*/ would. be jreduced to a. third, of f heir prcfent 
r.YP^vl,^^! .,1 T ./VCL* f* number^ 
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^ numbetf. Dr. Sydenham^ I . think, jeckons 
^ fixty difFerent kinds of fevers, foF-exampIe 5 
^^ of thefe I cannot fuppofc lefs than fifty are 
*' either brought about, or rendered, worfc 
•^ by mifapplication of improper remedTcs, or 
** by our own violation of the laws of nature* 
** And th$ fsant, I take it, may be (aid of other 
"diforders." 
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He now pulled out his watch, telling hie lie 
had fin engagement at half pafl one, that he 
had about three quarters of a mile to walli^ to it^ 
tha£ as he could do thx5^ in twenty mijiuxes^ ahc} 
as it then wanted feven minutes and almoft 
an half of one, he had escadly time enough 
ftiil to fpare, to ftate the obje<f): of his yifit'to 
me — '** Which is to thank you very fincerelys 
^' faid he, taking my hand, for the honour you 
^* have done me in your verfes : I read then^ 
^* merely as a compoiition in which the poetical 
^' licence had been ufed to the utmoft : poets^ 
** you know^ my dear Sir, always fuccejed beft 

••infiaion/' 

i - ... 

You will fee by this converfatioh, thirt' It 
was iatbout the tihib when thcEnglilh nation 
hid^ti^en emulous of commemorating their 
itCptib for this greit and good man, by efeft- 
iAg d Ratue« towards which, I had coittritnit^ 

my 
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tMiy iftfrci by devoting to the furid the pfofiM 
of my little Po^iii, called *• The Triumph of 
*' Bencvolertce J** and while I amtotiched very 
fenfibly \»dtft even the rcconedion of the 
public fevouf, iK^hixfh crbwhed this' little ^otk^ 
i very fincefely attribute a great deal of its 
fuccelsi to the popularity of a fubj eft in 
•which' every loter bf fiiimanity took fuch an 
interc(h 
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Iri. li?ply to Mr; Hdwafd, I a^ml him, 
thfet he '6ught td be, and" doubtlefs was, con- 
Icious, the liberty Allowed a pofet, was never 
iriofe unhecejfl&ryj or left madd ufe * of tha n otk 
the occufiori alluded to, and that if ah agree- 
able fidibn wis *ny teft of the p6eti'cal art^ I 
troUId pretend to none frdnr having vety 
^tofely/ as his heiait ebuld notrimt at that mo« 
itteiA'tell him^ adberred to truth: dnd that I 
afluiied myfelf he would admit that truth was 
the fame^ whether expreffed in profc or Verfe. 
1 added, it wai ihy caiticfl? hope, there was no 
ghiiind for^n idM that had gone forth of his 
crefijfing the offering of gWtitude, which his 
xouinty were preparing for him« 

• 

^^* Ihdeedi bw there is, anfwercd he, with the 
«• rtittft lively eameftnefs, I was never mdfc 
^ AriVM tfasm iiiidif reitifal of any arid cverjr 

<^a Aich 
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" fuch offering, afnd for the fimpleft reafon id 
*^ the world ; namely, my haying no manner of 
" claim to it. What I do, have done, or may 
/' hereafter do^ is, has been, and will always be, 
matter cvf inclination, the gratifying which 
always pays itfelf, and I have no more merit 
in employing my time, and money in the 
f. way I am known to do, thlin another man iii 
other occupations. Inllead of taking plea^i 
" fure in a pack of hounds, in focial entertain- 
*^ meiltsi ili-a fine (lud of horfes, and in m^ny 
-'' other* fimikrfatisf;|(5lions, I have made my 
eledbion 0/ different purfiiits; and beiQg 
fully^ pcrfofided a man's own gratificatiQi^ 
-^jare always, more or Icfs, involved in ot|j?f 
?^ people's, I feel no dfefire to change with iw^' 
^** man, and yet I can ftee no, i^ianner of preten-*- 
-** fion, wJh«remi. to eredl a ftatue; belidCvaU 
1" which, I have a moft inconquerable avcrfion^ 
t^ and ever had, to havc^ public exhiJbjitiiOiMs 
.** made of mtj, infomiich, that Iproteft tpypu* 
ithascoft ^c^a. great. deal of trouble, and 
fome mdmeyj 'to make-thi^ infignificant form' 
t*' and ugly;. face, efcape a pack of draftfmea, 
*' painters, &c^ that arc lying in wai^for me.'';:-3- 

• 

vi'Unlefs yott- had ^perfpit^Ujr^ kn^W^: Mr. 
oHoward, it is impoffiblft^Qiioftould Imw the 
\*nailefcjidc»: of tbe.' -pl^ttt .-nanocrnlftith 
-'» '1 I a which 
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which he fpokc on his bwil perfonal fubjedt. — 

" I hive deteded a fellow at work upon tl\is 
' " face of mine/ ugly as it is^ faid he, even as 

•« I have been walking in the ftreets of Lon-^. 

'^ don ; arid if a'hackney-cpach has been, 
within call, I have popped intp it^ drawn up. 
the blinds, and fat fnug, till I gpt to my 
own door, and then I have leaped out, and 

*'^ run into my oAvn houfe, as if I was apprc^ 
" heniivc a bailiff was at ,my heels. ^ N^y, I 
have often had my door itfelf infefted by a 
lurking artift, who was literally in u'ait to^ 
take me off. But one day, fince my return, 
^^ a trick I played one of thefe takers off di- 
*' verted me exceflively. You muft know I' 
' am •a great gaper at ^hc novelties that arc 
continually prefented at the print-fhops in 
this great city'; I wasi Handing at that of 
' Carrington Bowles^ in St, Paul's Church* 
** yard, the other day^ to look at fome political' 
caricatures very pleafantly executed, when^ 
happening to call my eye fide-long, I difco- 
" vered a fellow operating on my phiz with air 
•* his might. Perceiving himfelf caught in 
" the fad, he lowered his paper^and pretended 
to be, like myfelf and a number of others, 
Jooking only at the prints. I was juft then 
in the humour to pay off this deception by 
** another, fo fceniing, like him, to be wholly 

0^3 <* engroflcd 
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^* engrofled by a figure,, called Scotc}> Occo^, 
♦* nomy, well calculate^ to pjrovokc the rifiblc 
** mufclcs, I threw mine into fuch contortions^ 
" and gav^ fuch Hidden changes frooi one de- 
^* formity to anothcr^^ . that hs^d my painter 
etcKed any one of my features in its then po-r 
lition, the refemblancc bejwixt my a6^ua^ 
felfand the copy, woul^ hs^vebcpnjuft^ ftnlc-» 
*• ing, as— I could deiire it to be, "jfhe painter^ 
*^ however, at length pe^rceived. the ftratagem^ 
•^ and fip.ilingj.s^s if he gave tnc credit for it, 
^ put his pencil into hi^ |>Qc]Ff t and ^ent away, 
•* I own I cnjjoyed ^hc joke, and have fince 
^' pradifed it. ipo^ than^ 9^^\ with vp Icf^ 
^^ fucc^fs.** 

* . . ' ' ' 

I 

you \vill, doubtlcfs, fhrow theft fallic^ 
nmongft his fingularities, my friend, but tl^ey^ 
^re by no tneans to be ftigipatized as aiTed^^ 
|:ions. From a v^ry intent obfcrvatioo 6i\ 
Mr. Howard, I am pprfedly fatisfied, that a^ 
he had but few who 4flied like himfcif, tl;ie. 
proportion of thbf? wh(^/eU in the fame \yay thq 
ordinary refults of fuch anions were not greater. 
That he wjjs infenfibk ^o honcft praife canno^ 
be fuppqfed, without deprivii^ hipi of ^mo-. 
tions which the n\oft ingenixo'us modefty may 
indulge/ and which arc indeed amongft th^ 
]p[ioft n^twr^I plcafurc« pC t^c but 

to 
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to court the repntatm of benevolence^ b/ fuf* 
fering the lucre of it to mix with any of hi^ 
motivG;. or» (till worfe^ to make it., asalastop 
many .people do, a firft great cauft of bfiii^^ 
J}ountiful, argues an envy or a, d^prayit^ i^ 
thojTe who imput;e to Jiim fiich vanities. In a 
voird, if ever a human being ,couId^ be truly 
Xaidto ^ do.gopd^ ^d bluflj jtp dSftd itfamci^' 
ijt was rthc late li(f r^ joha Howard.. . 



• < 



t 



. I prefume you have heard^ that^ amongft luji 
.other ,iiDguUritic9ir , is to ^be >emimerated his 
generous ^are of.his Juperannujated horfes. He 
had a grange of pftiiur^ facred t^o the old age 
of thpie. who ha(jL.x;ap:ied him plefUaatly, or 
worked for him.hpneftly and induftrioufly. 
till they were nci .Ipnger fit fojr ferviqc. This 
is the oioment when horfesarc^in general, either 
fold at an under price to people who are con-.- 
ijtr^iied to allow no touch of pity to predomi- 
XMitm^ that charity which begins at home, 
or dfe* they are deftroyed, and given to the 
dogSn (heir xpa^ersalledging that it is an a A 
of humanity, Qur Philanthropift's humanity 
never leading hivn toJsill an, old fervant, he 
turns his ufelef^ hoffes into, the aforelaid 
paftures, where they fpmain happy penfioners 
on his bounity for the reft of their lives. 

%\ I was 
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] I was tt^Q^V'Se^ight^d dii MIkihg ovir'f^dli 
gtovindh'^iih the geAeroos tnaft^r of ^tftfcttr, 
tb fee twiinty or iHlrir;^ ofjfi^fe'ijuadrtiped pih^ 
*oiiers, 'enjoying t^erflfe^^ f^^^^fef^t frcct- 

yoA^'frottilkb^uV, aii'd in fullTuppfy of ktttfiart 
"blcTagfc rci^iilrcs; ■ E^irJroFtfie^ hitf'atom- 

fdrf able f$ed, where the' frihabftants *cdn refort 
to fti the hard Weather; tiiid aft furc bf" findihg 
the rigours of "thfe ' ftafon ' foftienieS bjr ii? -wcft- 
fumifhed crib of the bell hay, and a^ manger 
'VftHCF 6f'bVan;Sr'<?ofrt,'j^it)uH3;- 6i fbrhfrbfiier 

'^uHffiitfgfma.- 'chfeii^a wmi'i^yot mtn 

^adWitt8M^*V'tfie'di^y Wcfi-'l mSae-tfe 
-cifcuit M^ ikftdi'isSMrs^ditto? thg^'fiifcft of 
''Augurt VDciiHc W the-c^ffenfef ff wcf e're'iibVating 
• 'Ih iheiwi'^bthyfereiJtfflflgln'the' Ifiaiie .^-liirt^oh 
tti/apbrbddfi^ of kheir 1)Mefk<ftbr^^ 

^duated^ ^b^-i; fpim bY'pritude Mnfif'6f 

'imitatiorii' 'that could nSbVe "'•vnt'h' Wfe,' 6iltTc 
tbwards-'HifnjIijvitfed hiPktt^thtlons, andWifted 

'Very fcnfiBfeot their 'fitU«!6ri. - Sorivi/ ^^^bfe 
iimbfe aliriott 'refufed their'offices, put tWeW- 

■ felves to no "ihiall difficultreif to limp towards 
him, andeveh'thbfe, n^ho; Weing cdnffne^-tfo 
their hovels, hifght be fairKr faid to- be bed- 

ridden, tarried their languid *yes to him,- and 

• . ' • 

-appeared fenffible • t)f Ws pi ty, and caireffings. 

**Thefe 



' * «r Thcfc haivci been ali vtcijrfehHfoJ ereftturesr, 
^* Sii^j iaid hd;''and.'Wh64iiJv^'1trOhgclalmBLiipdii 
^: nie^'* that) pc^ fella wv - wkb^lyas' ^owfEaoxca 
^< ieg 'tjg dtimdt 'aipdn,^ wis* the conftioitcQnl''* 
^^ panuah'toft^lmy: pet egrinaaibns .ior «fix.and 
^' twe&cy ^foffs^^d vrasU& iptK&ud andprancShg, 
f * as life- i^ -mhr libmble aiid dscrepid ^^.^aiidcthfe 

^ iron grey - invalidi - i<frMch^ yoii fcti yonder, 
** dragging *b fl6 w ' liengf h' ' - along; * V« ' i A 
« th» diys ibf his y6uth ' fiidh^a' r6Ving; tiotfciii 
V felio Wy i thic = ho >g&te- W liedgc coiild ke^fi 
.*• him'J\^^itlilh-4>oiMdi;''>irtd'^k was a' diy's 
'5 worj^ jfdmefimes to iftttffi him;nayi-wh*nT\fe 
^ was caught> ; it required ''tnore addrefsi^nd 
■*: horiginanfliip .th^tn! :«xcr -I was Tnafternof^ 
r*^ to fnakdihifn oinderfhuidithat the phiiofophy 
^* of a parfon's pad, hiadiiDDSGicharcns' for nie 
•* than all the flights of Bucephalus, or even 
^^of Pcj^ifurhiiiifcW: Xootat hiiii now: The 
•* morality^ 'of 'the corttirattrisbbvious.^ -^ -' 
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In'thls mkiiner ne went on, enumerating the 
feverar dualities, and hiftbrical anecdotes irfF 
the feveral perifioners. * ^ The one Fall defcribcd, 
he told me,*** Was tit no -time a horfe for hifn, 
*' and would hot probably have been amongft 
" hispetifioiters^butthathe had been once rode 
^' by a relation of his, a young agreeable rake, 

: . ' , t * ',^::,yi ^ 1 ij ' ^^ who 



^ who^oed kim^loK Che vcixprnnts j^Mtimade 
*^ him ufdefs to ttt^ his ikitttihnc&> iod ;mjpe. 
^ tyofity.; all whtch^. He. aflbittod^. wescr the iisre 
-^ HDiiki^ both jri j raaii aiKi;boaft eof la generous 
^:%>izi^ iiigh h0arr»;liad noble: diipofitton; 
«^iBDw> ». my Httle frolicwloyiBg codm was 
'*.piffctfcl]r of druA thars&er Mm£Edf^ < and after 
*rit mud^ but HOC vicious, cMttx,^^ ^leen 
.^* yf«n^» confolidated ipto a very- good »a9^ I 
:f2j4U^f red the horfe ;ind his maiter tQ. reform 
V tbeiRfclves at ^^fyxt^ and wifb^rityi- »tt my 
•* ipul»,th« half thfti^forHMd rafce^sboutitonvn^ 
•^ had tu^xicd [out fp^ veU^ after. fi>vring their 
!^ vilji. oats, as did this young, gpritleman^ arid 
^^'h]s-)fiKTDunte fteed, ^ho, for dioi:eight laft 
ffjcMxi of his femritude, was iai<pa[ttetoa x>f 
-»> bricty to horfes and^xiders.'* ... 
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. I do Aot x;ec6IIe(S: any other fingufarittcs re^ 
jpeding this extraordjiuury man ;, . but;? i£. whaf 
1 have here fct down, gives you a ciiriofity for 
xppt^ \ hav<5ao dpubf but it .w^U he; amply 
grs^ifiedt as th»e^e4s;^p ghoft |;0::^rcte} u^, 
^ere mi|l be aahiftpf^ian jbr ajhvfpjd ^veiry uneo 
^e ^ incident in^h^ life ! Luckily beia one 
nf the fubjcftsy which fan never be exh^ufted^ 
^nd a^ I>r. Johnfon ^once £iid .,tf> i^e of bi^s 
Inend Qoldiknitb^-rrV he was oaewbq cs^ptnoi; 
ff be ^00 inuch praif^ or lam^nted/^ And 

»ever^ 



GLEANIH GS) {^C. 2 J 

never, perhaps, .was the fampus cxpfclfion 
of Hamkt more applicable, tJioijglv quoJtcd o» 
ten thoufandpwafions, thaatoHowardrrr . 

« He v^ a vpmi take him fof tf i« all, 
^f Wc Bujf pot look upoi^ J^iis Ulw; ajwa J 
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IT 19 a very high fatisfadtion to give.ypa 
pleafure, if incres^fes my obligations, tp ypu^ 
for it increafcs my happinefs. Your laft letter^ 
therefore. Wherein you exprefs fo vivid a fenf^ 
of the Howardine fcr^ps I^fcflt you, could nor 
but be mod welcome : neither can I refufe the 
flattering compliment you pay to my mufc> in. 
defiring % copy.of the tributary verfe§ flie paicl 
to our Grrcai Philanthropift, at the time tha^ 
^he Britiih cmpir(r^ which he fq much adorne4 
f^nd dignified, was preparing it$ memorial of 
T^ational exultation. You tell me, that you. 
liave applied to the hookfcllerSj^ and to thp 
publi£her of that little poem in vain^ Had \ 
known your wilhes, I could have pifevent?4 
jour having any trouble to gratify them on thi* 
f)cca$oii^ h|ivin|^ lon^ knpwQ the poem wa^ 
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^t6f prints ahct ks jpng Wn'applica to for 
ittidirrg it igain to^Vheprefs, blit tht'falc of 
the former ccfiti6n/;'hkvmg anfwened' 'the ^ndt 
of fbmethkig enFargrng the fand, which was 
intended to dcfrajr the tjcptntti' of *hc ftatiic^ 
and that dcfign being fufpended by Mr* 
Howard •& wi{h> that it might .not be carried 
into execution, I coniidered that the fubje<5l 
was too local %o warrant a re^publjcation, when 
that locality was taken away : amongfl a few 
partial^ friends, • therefore, I diftributed the 
copies that remained of thcprefent, which was 
iokdc me by the committee^ who publiffied th^ 
|ioemj^ r^nd referring only a fingle copy for my-*- 
ftlfl. I thought no more about it. . The deathj^* 
Kowevcr, of the meritorious man, whc^waii the 
fubjeftj the report that prevails of tjje commit- 
tee's completing a delTgn, which caii no longer 
afffedt the delicacy of IVfr. Hp^\:ard ; tVe pleaiurc ' 
I take in obeying yoyr corpmajidsrrand the de^ 
^fe I have to preferve my tribute to'^tTjis cxcef-' 
lent charadler, in my correfpondcnce.with you* 
wnitcd with the confidence which the'approba-' 
tion of the world on the original piibliftiing,.' . 
gives me, are all motives fo pcrfuaflve that^ 
XO combat with, or to refift them might appear^ 
aTn affedlation more unpardonable than the in- 
dufgencc of my vafHty * at a pibnrient, when if^ 
is conheftdd with* 'my dirty ' to^'the "cJeaa,* my 

friendfliip 



iViendfhip for the living,. and. my gratitude to 
the public. Jt i^ under fuch jfupports. andfuC 
frages^ I republifh in. this place^j . my dcs^a: 
friend, "T^ie. Triumph of -BENEVOLs^fcx/* 
txot^ however^ froai the referyed copy. I fpokc 
of, but from meipQry,that copy being araongl^ 
the manufcripts, niifling or loft, ftolen of 
ftraycd, with my^ tnjnksp; who, as, well a^ ray- 
felf, have been. upoij, their .travels, but^yafijj 
oi ContreUms^h^yf: not iK^n fxxy feilom iravcJr* 
lers. I hope^ however^ as, ai^ongft other vn2LU 
ters, they. coQtaijti the literary labours of ibnac 
years> not yet publifhed, including the. mate* 
rials for V Society," on wh|Qh: the public have 
a claim, I hope^J fay, >ve fliall meet ere it, be 
long, like old friends, and part no more^ — the 
rather as fome of the characters in thofe un- 
finiihed performances^ areieitift a ^ery forlora 
iituation, out of which no hand, but mine, can 
properly extriCatd them. " A tleVoinc is ia a 
a deep fwoon, and a hero at his laft gafp, in 
tragedy, but can neither die, or recover with- 
out my affiftance:- two -whole familied^^ are 
thrown into a labyrinth of perplexities, and 
have no chance of extrication, but from Jihft* 
author, who ' involved ti^em, but Avbq y^s 
" cruel only to be kind-" In .fbort, attnthcfe' 
good people, ate warrffering in their (everal 
difbrefTes, and look to me only for confolation: 

joia 



join with mtf, theitfort, t bdg of yoii, that thif 
may fpccdily be eonduAed from the crofi roads 
pf life—pardon the pun, for the fake of having 
the philofophy to fport with ihy misfortune — 
and^ by making nfe of the enclofed clue^ help 
tne to fet them in the right way. 

I am this moment interrupted in tny defign 
of tranfcribing the poem^ which^ however, 
ihall wait on you fhortly. In the tnean time, 
look into your own genefous heart for all 
thofe principles of afFedlion and fyrtipathy you 
bear me^ and be alTured^ while ydU furvey 
them, you are looking at the faithful counter^ 
parts of thofe which animate the breaft of 
your friends 
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TO THE SAME. 
tHE ITRIUMI^H OF B£N£V0L£ffCS4 

VV HAT lofty foonds through echoing Albion ring^ ! 

'What nptor'd notes, as if by angeb gir^h, 
WhirflhcilUng airs* asfrom ceMial ftHngft» 
; Fm^^ ifl.fiiU} tidcti the hanaony of hoiT'o ? 

■ *'-- •' vfMR 



From pubGc graritudc the ootoi attft^ * c.. : .: : 

To honour virKNWft Howmr4;White fo eartlhi . ; / ^ 

While Providence yef (pftfet hiol ft^Athc ikkif . 
Th' enduring i)<iBe (haV «roa«A|iiifr.'1»^Klu 

III. 

L09 Albion's ardent fens the deed ap{n)Ove s 
Wide o'er the realm to Ipread die j^eiierous ^aiae^ 
A fpirit like his own begins to move. 
And all the ?irtttcs kindle at his luuiie. 

This, this the moment, Britons, ye fiioidd dinfe* 

While the fair ad no modeft bhdh caa raife ; 
The good man*s abfence (hall por krveexcufi^ 

And give the godlike luxury of praiic. 

V. 

By heav'n commifionM, now o«r patricx 'flies 

Where Nature fcourges widi her wort ^feafei 
Where Turkey's pfagne-^kf^oicd viMm fies. 

And Spotted dead&s load eveiy tainted breeaee. 

• «■ 
With love unbounded, low that ksmn no fcsr. 

Wherever pain or ibrrow dweBs he goes 1 
Kindly as dew, and i)Ounteoos as die fphere^ 

His Ibcial heart no poor diftiiidtion knowt« 

VII. --^ 

Ah ! what is friend or foe. to him wbofe firal. 

Girding creation in dne wami embrace^ 
Extends the faviour arm from pole to poltt 

And ftels akin to alt tilt bumaa xaoe* 

1^ 
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VIIJL 

Ta all the human r allthQ4ihilai too/ 
Bird« bead, and iiffeft Mdir hJs gentle pow4;: - 

From the wor'n-fteeii fe^eii^ iBr'hi» view^ 
To the tame redble^wttrUiftg ki his boMeV# > 

«<: 

Well may the fpirit of the.iflearifc. 

With loud acoord its hHi good m«i to grace ; 
Well may tfie ftatue point^o yonder fkics. 

And call down cherubim to guard the place* 

X. 

Ye pomps of Egypt moulder fall away^ 
Ye Roman Tanities 3rotifafche^ hide; - 

Ye Gallic pageantries^ phrfiki^ gi)% 
Ye tombs, ye triuniphsy ■h^icr'itf^ yotrr pridt^ 



'» 






Not-^not to grandeur towers ocur de(lin*d buft. 
No mufe we bribe a f({if^4i4 !i^!9eatlv to twine 

Kound the frail: urn ef in&oiy.ii^duft i 
Kor bid our inccnfe decka^^lbuA'^lhoQe; 

•' ••xrt. 

i7or yet to pride the venal ftatuft i&i(e> 
Plrcfcrving afhes virtue.haiforjgot; : 

We bid no trumpet ipund a,))a^ ntan's prai^(V 
Nor memory reftore-wh^t. time (bpuld rot« 

iNor to the flave of goldj though -^gely grac'd> 
With all that wealth ot/oUy caujd beftow^ 

With all that vanity on duft could waffe,* 
Livine and dead alilce fair virtueVfoCtf 



- . • . # 



Nor 
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« 

Nor yet for thee, thou ^raotpfjcbQ plain « . : , . - 

lUuflrious fcourge and butcher of mankind j 
Whofe murthering hands whole hecatombs have ikisi» 

Thy glory gathering as it thins thy kind; 

• • « 

Not even to thee> O Frederick, the' thy namcy ; - 

Idol of Pruffia, now is breath'd in fighs, 
Tho'foremoft in the lift of fanguine fame, ( 

Exulting vi^*fy claims thee in the (kies. 

XVI. 

• J. • 

Ah, no ! the monument our lovr would rear, . 

Is to the man of peace, .who may defcend 
Ev'n at this moment into dungeons dreary 

The prifoner's guardian, and the mourner's friend. 

XVII. 

To noxious caverns, and aUiorrent daves, *: - 
Deep-fcooped vaults; and floW.-*c<Hifiiming cdb,< 

Where wretches pace alive around their graves. 
And hollow echoes ring their endlefs knells. • 

XVIII. 

To fcenes, where all th' antipathies aiTail, 
Which inftindl; reafon, nature, mpft would (hun. 

Haunts of the filth-fed toad and flimy fnail^ 
Behold die friend of man undaunted run. 

XIX. 

Ev'n now, perchance, he bears fome vi^m food. 

Or leads l^im to the beams of long-loft day ; 
Or, from the air where putrid vapours brood, 

Chaces the fpirit of the peft away. 

VOL. I. R Wh^re 
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Where deadly venom 'piAfr>M »i6^ flte j^te. 
The ncw.bom zepRifs iboii he bids to glw • 

Where the heart ficikcm, foon ftaB hcialtfi p*v«fl; 
Where the lake RkgiAic$, Bvfttg In^lfters flbir* 

For who, fienerofety^e; Ay power fhtHlwVmd, 

Thy guide, the GHkt of what !&tmid1l tftoii MjMUt i^ 

Iiet vice flill deal her defohtioo r6(rod> 
Virtue fliall rife the ruiti tp irepiiir* 

That may deftroy, Kat this wks bom tb firrie; 

And while the warrior lays ^tetSon I6tb» 
While one proud Czfar iK^ould tlieiiaTth cbXSiM, ^ 

One hiftnUe Howard, wbnld a heavHi bcAtik; 

Lo, as by touch divine^ %cli!)«o fcim flicfr 

Fever that fei»es <Mi the bondng heath. 
The icy power that kilk with (hi veriog figin^ 

And third vn^ienchabk that drinks iu deadi : 

And torpor^ wrapt in his tiethc^a fold> 
And fwolh Convuliioh, with his eye.balb ftcainM; 

And purple Tumour loathf^ttie to behold) 

And plague-llruck Ptiteufy, fbaming oncot^mft'S. 

All thefe, defcrtded by no Theban charm« 
No mail fave that which pnrrty fupplies; 

Our Chriftian hero meets without alarm. 
And at eacb ftep fome ^tstct biifchief dies* 
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Cleanings, t^c' 24]^ 

xxvi. 

Quit Pruflia, quit thy l^^redciick's crimfon Airiqe, 
With olive gatlawds join Our whicef-roVS banil. 

At Howard's ftattfe, ^cfUr'onllke to thine;, ' 
Full many a faimdl form Ihall dateoas i^ani^. 

XXVII. 

• ' . ■ • f • ■ ■ . ' ■ 

At thine, perchance, .ftall loftier li;0pliiC5 iijfe^ 

The regal banner^ and the. blazing car ; 
Sculptare more gpr^.i^s embkiQs .{biaU 4^vii^, ■ 

And adulation gaudier rites prepare* 

XXVIII. 

High o'er the tomb the (t.origd w^ Ih^^Iow, , 

The black'ning fiege, und .dcfqjiitcd tower ; 
The vidor-s carnagp.rc44.Qn rilhclow^ 

To mark the blood-tracks of ungovern'd power* 

XXIX. 

I^age, glory, havock— a^U tl>e foldier.traifi 
Their fpears inverted^ fhall in marble frown ; 

Unnumbered captives clank the brazen chdn. 
And death himfelf embrace a ftvourite's uni. 

XXX. 

Then as in martial pomp the youdis pafs by, 
Ev'n the cold tomb fhall kindle hoftile fire. 

To arms, to arms, eath. maddening chief ih^ ctf^ 
And Frederick's alhes future warsinfpire. 

XXXI. 

Yet ah ! not laurell*d youths, nor cIjfifFs alpnc. 

To Frederick's fanguinary (hriiM^kall go; 
For there the execrating fire (hall groan. 

And there, the orphan melt in filial woe. 



\ '^ 



There 
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xxxir. 

There (hall the virgin with affliftionwild, . 

At dead of nigfu explore the monarch's tomb ; 
The wailing matron claim her murthcr'd child, 

Whofe ghoft fhall rife to meet her in the gloom. 

XXXIII. 

There the pale (hade fhall join her deep defpair^ 
And fill with loud complaints the founding aide 

Fierce from the vault the pageant trophies tear 
Conqueft deplore, and fpum th' acC:urfed fpoil. 

XXXIV. 

Welcome, thrice welcome Pruifia, to the pride. 
The mould'ring honours of the grave afford ; 

Britain from thefe indignant turns afide 
Wooes private worth, and leaves the {cepter'd lord. 

XXXV. 

The mufe no vain idolater difdains. 

Proud of her trud, to proHitute her fires. 

Let minions wafte on power their meteor flrains. 
Till flatt'ry naufeates, and till echo tires. 

XXXVI. 

The fwcet memorial of one gentle deed. 
One pang prevented, or one wrong redrefs'd ; 

A generous morfel at the poor man's need, 
A forrow foften'd, or a figh ej^refi'd. 

XXXVII. 

One artlefs rhime, a record fmall and dear. 
That graves thefe virtues on the village ftone ; 

Where love retires to (hed th' unwitnefe'd tear, 
Surpaifes all that ever armies won. • 



..t. 



/ 



O panegyric. 
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XXXVifT. 

O panegyric, if drfJFrrfcric's name "^ 

One peaceful tiifcutc has to inem'ry given- 
Direft to that th* uplifted tramp of Ifamc, 

For that when tombs are dull (hall mount to faeav'n. 

XXXIX. 

And, ah ! behold whatvifions of the fldei 

Rob'd in the pure (erenity of lig^t. 
To confecrate our Howard's ftatae rife. 

And mark the holy fpot with fond defight* 

XL. 

Mercy, her lighted fbotfteps here fhall'bend. 

Fearing to cruih foine harmle^ infeifl near ; 
Humanity her foft'ring wing attend. 

With pity, ibftly finiling thro' her torn 

And charity (hall dbrais with Seraph air, " 

And pleading melanehdy pa«e aioond,* 
And warm Benevpleiice be ever there. 

And Chriftian meckaefs blefs the hdk#% Ixrand* 

' XLII, 

Here, too, fome mortal vifitanis— -the wlSi/' "^^ 

Parent, or chil7 il^ftbr^d, didr joys fhall ten ; 
Here (harp remorfe (hall^waS a' guilty life; * 

And hardnefs learn Kt human wfaes to feeK ' ' ' 

xLiii. 

With pious ofFcrings.'hither (hall rcpiflr . " 
What once was ti^ant, contagibiir^ ind'dl'fekife ; - 

Reftor'dtoaUthcliberty^ofair;- ''''-' ^ ' ' ' 
Here (haU thqr haiT the tisnovating briexi' ; -^ • "' •^^' 

a 3 And 
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And diffipation* as he pafles by^ - . . 

Abafh'd thut ncfi ha^ ravilji'd all h}* ftdue, 
Confcious, (hall drop ijjf penitential tear, • 

And fy\mx the folUei wbkb dcpy him more* 

And avarice too (hall hare iu(peod hi$ art^ , 
His bofom loofing from the (uUcn are; 

The flatus (hall fubdue U$ ni^rd hearty 
And the rock gu(b w UeCpjK to the poor* 

And enTy» deviooa|rom^ her wodted plany 

Taught by thf (Utli^f even a jtbe tai^iVi. . 
Shall tell her fnakes to ipare^ cne vir^oaf iiiai|» 
And own his goodmeiia e'or be seaiohi ihf^ giaveu 

Bat (hould fome bloofppp)lttlf4 hdm OMMti 

Flu(h'd with the cirimfim w«fte Ur famli lia|i ifta% 
Meek Howard's ftatoe o»(hatCvmDi flkaU.gtaMk% : . 

Till teara fiudl AMifto'tiiiddbcfcvliMibWQb ' 

And many a wondei^sg trnvcUp flj^ ijai)^ ^ . 

To hail the Ifm^it)^ W^ « Wo^M^f*!.! > . . 
Till jealoufyitfelfaidfTiftueVcfwfi^ur!' •;•• r- .^^ 
Prompting the^fprit cjf pQnaE^'W^^^^ .: ; 

Here too the willing nillfrilblAlp^lOtJfc^^.^i , 

To breathe tec tows 4n fnany a jgr^cefnl ^nc^ . 

From the bleft ftatue catch faU^ef fire^ . ,;;...; 

White infpiratjajlhPfrcp:C);ClAF4iH ,^,f: i;.::: 

:■:/■. : • 
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Thou, to whofe pr^fe thds konoiirt gather ronod^ 

Receive this irihste ftDm thy cbttoMy'ii h«ii4^ 
Thoa, who alikis hyr vice bj vjfttGitCTOwa'd* 
Accept the homiige of Ay native. tawL * ^ 

AncJ tljQ' t Jn? tfemTf of tkf.ie^ fl^U U0910, 
When fcolptore's proujc^ bgaft (hall be no mort» 

When urns, like what theygtiarded, meet their dooiBt 
And tiifte o*er Adttaumt eie^s his poller : 

LIU 

* . 

And tW thy nodeft goodnels fhons its right, 
Tho' bluflung it would flirink from jud applaufi^ 

Unfeen vnjM. Vkh lake ihow*rs that fall by night. 
And Am di^ cfta vUkii wttiU fai4e ikii caiUb ) 

Trae to the awfeT charge by joftice giv'n. 

Fame ftill wiU IbUow with liejr ctirion bigh» 
On raptace\finion bear the fooaiiiD beav*ii 

K/ar fuCer vicHie^k af i^ t^ ^e. 

And weB thtt woAdro ia virtpc tia» beAi fimg, « 

lu deatUeis U)ts by firitoii'i Idfty b«rd, 
HymJk'd by |t tjCf^f to (iiraph» foight b«ve ftrutig^ 

jFoi; Hayiey'tnufehiii ^y'n.h^fiNLr remnL 

But fteble^'th«f mortal taiaii ean^ralfe. 

Feeble the tm8i|i.^th«c pciJa fiKb'hanoar^d ikub^» 
Feebly a Hay^V lyit^ a liaiio^ praife^ 
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Yet take our p^ge« tho' mixt'alas with earthy 
Then hear the p^yer that whifpers in thy breift^ 

That voice from heavjn alone can fpeak thy worthy 
A recompenfingGod wiU giv^tbe reft! 

My friend, I have obeyed you . It is plealing 
to me at this moment to refled that I enjoyed 
the friendlhip of the valuable and extraordi- 
nary man, who gave, birth to thefe verfes : I 
thought fo while I had the benefit of his con- 
verfation, but I think of it now more feelingly, as 
a benefit I can partake of no more. How infinitely 
touching IS an idea of this fort of deprivation ! : 
How anxiouily does the foul fly about for fuccour 
on fuch occafions ! She takes refuge in athoufand 
circumllances little attended to while the good . 
we have loft was in our pofleflion. We take 
a retrofpedt of the difcourfes which have paft 
between us and the friends deceafed, the very 
places where we met ai:q'iij a manner confegra- 
ted, their perfoiis, mannersj, accents ^re before us : • 
We kindle ourfelvea into an^ enthufiafm of for- 
row, but feel that fuch' ** forrow is heavenly**-^ ' 
it literally lifts us" above thlfe earth • it truly and 
neceffarily fets our affedlions on things above: 
we are movedy we are aNyed. . And* after all, ; 
but for thefe Warning-Sr^thefe proofs of the 
" attenuated thread^,^«-'on which haiigs the life • 
and death o{v/]iiti$^pTcd6usy\7har'^itt^^^ 

I rogant 



Vogant wretches (hould we be? — How inde- 
pendent even of heaven itfelf! Alas, with all 
thefe checks iare we n6t fufficiently headflrong, 
prefumptuous and vain: and inllead of being 
as the folemn poet of the night finely calls us^ 
the penfioners of an hour, do we not feem 
proudly to think that time and fpace arc 
our vafTals, and that inllead of being in a few 
years, poflibly in a few moments, vanquilhed 
ourfelves, is not ■ the ofCft uplifted as if we 
could put all thihgs under our feet ? 



. LETTER XVII. 

, TO THE SAME. 

Ancient mariners are lefs Worn 
away by time, and the varying modes of life 
in Wales, than in moft other countries. There 
is a harper in almoft every village, and more 
than a bard to every mountain. The poetical 
enthufiafm has defcended from the eairlieft to 
the Jateft generation, with no lofs of its origi- 
nal ferwor, at leaft ; for the Xambrian poets 
Jiave monthly meetings and anriualvfcftivals, 
on which there is a ftrife in rhime^which 
makes the very rocks poetical. I received a 
card p.f uivitation ro on.< of thefe, and was 
much amufed with the novelty of the cere- 
mony. About a hundred and thirty t^ds 

affembled 



a(rsmblc4 tt a pubjic hpwfc, in the village of 
Pcnmofv^i, in Merianechdnir^. TrWidvc judgca 
wtpt npp^ud to decide f>f the fupcrioriiy of 

the ppcms^ iHe.iix beft: e^f wfaich wcfc to h^y^ 

prizci^ th* ottc nn arm^^chfiir, docoratcd witH 
the enfigns pf Apollo ; a fecond a chapkt pf 
l^urejs bcfpread wi(h gojd |^af« and if) oa; 
only five^nd-ttw^nty b/ards wcrff to rpcitp^ s|n(} 
each recitatjpii not to eJ^|c?cd twpmy mifwte^* 
This I foon found WW avcry proper reftricp 
tion, for had thepoefy beenequal to thf^^he* 
mencc of delivering it, had the fcnfe echoed 
to the found, Phoebus hinifclf might have 
been proud ef bis vpltjarijps. ^ It was, however, 
a very merry afTociation ; and though only 
half a dozen could obtain J^rizes, every man 
y^ent away about day-light,, well facisfted with 
pcbers and with himfelf ; for if each happy 
Caniiidate was pleafed with prefent fuccefs^ 
each vnlucky one was Vhiljpered to by hi^ 
fplf-flpve, tJ^at the next meeting woui4 atone 
for tha 4if*Pjppij^^n^^f • . Thu«, 

i* Nota vanity U girca in vaia." 

and iveare to be convinced of every thing but 
0W want' of merit in the art we cultivate. 
This good opinion of ourfelves is not only to 
be redconed amongft the painted clouds that 
beiufify our days, but incites us to induftry 
nM eiiMitatioa in th( icitnce or occupation we 

^ r- The 



.The bardrof :Qlid arc t(»o: fansouf, and jrou 
aire too writ read in their Aoty, as it has been' 
given in modern and anciciiciDerformanccs, ta 
ftauid innieediof much information. Old Oi« 
raxkfc (Craddbclc) of Lancafirvdn, whofe bodk 
wag originality written in Britifh^ and pui/ijit^ 
in Englifb; by Dodor Powel, m it is quaintly 
called, has fumiflied the beft/as well as tW 
eariieft account of them ; and it appears rhtf 
one of the ancient Princes of 'Wales, nailed' 
GrufFydth (Griffith) ap Conar\,'W.ho died aboM 
the year 1136, to the grief and tfifcontent of 
all his fubjedSj^ amongil other wholefome laws 
and ftatutes enafted in his time, reformed the 
dilbrders and abufes of the Wdch minftrels. 

• • • . 

Of the&minflYels there were three forts ; the 
fif ft composed itircifal ibngs and odes of various 
meaf ore, wh^rem, fays CraddcKrk, appeared not 
only thc'poet^ flcill, l>ut alio a vein, which the 
Latins call Furor Poeticus. Thcfc of the fiyH 
order likcwife kept the records of the gentle- 
meji's arms aiid pedigrees (a* very facred truft 
amoqgft :th|c{hi!(iki<iendants of .Gadwallader ia 
former ttmf&).;iMlvhich acdoiini: they were 
held in grc»t ivenenition both by their brother 
poe;s and by the people. The neat were fuch 
^ played upon icftruments of mufic, chiefly 

ti» harp and the cirowd« the lastei: of which 

Prince 
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Prince Griffith, who defcended from Ififti pa- 
rents, and. was born in. Ireland, brought over 
with him from that country ; and who, not. 
contented with giving his Welch fubjeds the 
inftrument, fent. over for fome of the bell per- 
formers jjpon it. j and, althougli the Welch con-- 
tend for the honour of the invention, it feems 
to belong principally tothofe'vfiry Hibernians. 
The laft fort of Welch minftrels and bards were 
to fing to ^n inftrument played by another. 
Each of thefe. by the fame ftatute, held their 
feveral rewards and encouragements allotted 
them : their life and behavioijtr^.was to Ijc: 
fpotlefs, otherwife their punishment was \try, 
fevere, every 6nci>. on proof of a. well-founded, 
complaint, having authority to corredl them, 
even to a deprivation of all they had. Thfey 
were alfo interdided entering any m^n's houfejf 
or to compofe any fong upon any. one, .withoi^t 
the fpecial le^ve and warrant of the pvty) 
concerned. 



. i I 

'i . 



Thefe regulations gavc,virtudtx> amufementi- 
by adding morality to muiid and poetry. It 
muft be confeffed, that, al though (the liarmony^^ 
as well focial, as vocal and in<ftrument2d, ftill 
remains in a certain degree, the ipoklity, fOi 
far as fobriety and temperance ijs al part; of 
ethics, is a little thfcj wbrfei&r jwear; Tbd orU 
L : gies 
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gics of Bacchus, : generally finifti thofe of 
ApoliO) at thc.feftivals of the modern Welch 
minftrelSf who, after the poet-cc trial* of the 
day, eat and drink- IHce fo many aldermen at a 
turtle feaft. Formerly bard and minftrel 
united in the fame perfon, at lead frequently:, 
at prefent, the harper and the poet are, for 
the moft part, didind:. The poet, like thtf 
harper, is ftill wclcpmc wherefoevcr he goes ; 
they both migrate in a pleafant wandering 
kind of life, from one place to another, mak--^^ 
ing fometimes a circuit of their neighbouring 
hills and vallies, and fometimes of the whole^ 
principality. They travel with the harp ar 
their backs, or their works in their pockets.' 
They enter a houfe without invitation, and 
are confidered as one of the family while they 
Hay, which is feldom lefs than a week at a 
time. If any little domeftic incident happens 
while they are inmates, it is celebrated on the* 
fpot : if the event be fortunate, the bard greets 
it by a gay and fpirited impromptu ; and the 
harper hails it with his moft lively ditty. If 
it 18 diftrefsful, they commemorate it by an. 
extemporaneous elegy, and attempt to foften it 
l?y foothing founds. The marriage of children,, 
the death or ficknefs of parents, a fair prof- 
peA of harvcft, an untimely froft, and, in 
fhort, almoft every change and chance of hu- 
man 



than life is ik^^ gt^lat^i ofikfW^ed.- TM» 

Mbd neighbdur}H39d ; it'pi^JInti^ tWeiAdiinViC 
*js1at>ourer; aa W(*11 a* fcir ^*iitpwyer#^^ fpdm 
wanderf fig tfferoid ■ tor ^bTi' Iclajfli^ns' ' At«f 

VfHage hiwda M4I tei?fbltf«!«iferf^<!ah' iia'*<4 ¥ 
dance and Ifef^g 4t tb^k «6w^ tkyttagW^'aJjA^ 
ferRW, and aW t?he fantfly ii r^^iitfdv idVigtfii 
rat»^d, and amttfed^ at a vtry^^lteaJl '<5iia'i(gt?,^ 
in^rdiy that-^ the '<)Ocandiwl ertt^rtaiiinwnt'tif 
th(6 bard aT»d havpdi^ : on a fcafe*bf<!dmjittf(*t{4ttJ 
iwptttce, hew much cheap<*ri ^asF well AW vfkbfi 
free from hazard) is this, than the odiHi«)r ^tttWiS 
balk, to which the high*dreiled farnoers^dauglii^ 
tersr repair moAthly in chaifes, vor on thei^ 
brmhers* huntjcrs^ m all the eoctrkV^gance '-bf 
the latcft fa{hi6*>s Tidiculoufly i rwi tiled ? In "if 
word, thofe mufico-jpoetical vagabonds are* 'a^ 
very happy and ufeful fet of people ; and it 
18 wonderfully -plearfant for a refidentiaty trk^ 
veller, particularly if he is alfo a perambu* 
lating one, to be fure not only of hofpitaUfe- 
reception, but tt» be gratified with mufic «nd 
fcmg into the bargain wherefoever he nvakes a 
patife; for it may very truly be faid in rtii$^ 
countjy, that *^ every ftrangw finds a read^- 
chair." With refpcd to tnyMf, 1 have W 
render my acknowledgments eveft to Tome ■>«? 
, ' ■ the 



tfte adtdiH^ard accidentia; of life Ibr csattyitigmt 
into fev^^k-al agi^^^eable ftaies and adventures : 
fer inftance, a ihoi^r> a fudden tui-n of ^ea«b 
ther (rotn ihtcnfe heat to cold« or t;/Vr ^fif^H^ a 
cbnfiderable diftaavce froto a tty^n -dr inn; 
i\m&, han^r, or the want of aAy thktg that 
offers but the fhadow of an apokgf {for mftk-> 
ing anotht«*s houfe tny own, ha< oft^n been 
matter o€ felicicatnm to all p&it^e$ r and I 
have foihetimes fought the ihelter of a few xm^ 
iiutes^ but found it inDpoffible to <]^ic k for 
days. The fearper always gives a zeft to every 
meal by a tune ; and in the evenin^^ the bird^ 
though ci(ten an unlettered votary of the mufc, 
ctffis^thebeftpoetryhehas to bef^OAv* The'bre-. 
vity and difpatch we recommendation in the 
worft of times^ for while a jug of ale or cyditr is 
drinkmg^ 'the bard \i^ijl maice a ftan2» 'Of gratis 
fade for it. White fupper k drefling* he k ready 
to ferve it «ip wioh a cop^ of verfes in pr^ajfe of 
Btilievolence* Ajid though it may happen^ that 
neither the mufic nor the poetry have chatpms 
for tJve faflidious critic 4 ti^y are not dellitufie 
of attra&ion for the philanthropic 

The "northern part of the principriifiy ia faid 
€6 heivt been the mod famous, at all (imes^ 
M it if at prefent, for the bards. A yer/c»* 
^iouis <x)iisentian» indeed, is reputed to Jiave 

t ukeo 
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taken placCi betwixt the North and : South 
poets, in 11 76. Lord Rhys (Rice) Prince of 
South Wales, fays the hiftory, made a- very 
great feaft at Chriftmas, in his caftle of Aber-^ 
trifi, which he caufed to be proclaimed through 
all Britain, Ireland, and the iflands adjacent,: 
fome coniiderable time before ; and according 
to his invitation, many hundreds of Englifli^ 
Normans, and others, were very honoiuubly 
received, and courteoufly entertained. Amongfl 
other tokens of their welcome, the prince 
caufed all the poets throughout all Wales to 
come to his caftle, and for a better diverfion 
to the company, he provided chairs to be fet 
in the hall, in which the bards being feated, 
they were to anfwer each other in rhime ; and 
thofe that overcame the reft in this pitched 
engagement of poetical repartee, were reward- 
ed with rich prefents. The North Wales 
bards obtained the vidtory, with the applaufe 
of the whole company ; and amongft the 
harpers alfo, between whom there was a fimilar 
ftrife, the prince's ownfervants were accounted 
the moft expert. 

You may be fure I did not fail to include^ 
amongft the objeds of my moft accurate at- 
tention, the moft attractive of all that Cambria 
in ancient times moft venerated, the Druids* 

In 



GLEANINGS, £2?r. • 257 . 

in tnf rcfearches on this ftuitfal fubjcft, 
though I was ycry highly gratified, I fotind 
nothing fufficicntly new to gleah. A tour 
through Anglefea, which I madi in the com^ 
paxiy of a very intelligent man, who, luckily 
for my purpofe^ was mounted on a horfc, that, 
like my own, had idtig iilice adopted the mode 
^f delibeiate travelling, prefented to me a 
full view of all the teliques of d^idical antiu 
quity ftill to be feen in the ifland. The placei 
of facrifice, where the blood of H^rnah vic- 
tims was devoted, by crafty to fuperf^ition^ the 
enormous pile of rocks, under wliich they 
ereded their fariguinary altars, the ndw craggy 
heaths once coverc^d with their temples, and 
the remains of thofe immehfe woods wherein . 
they performed their tremendous rites, were all 
vifited with an eagernefs of curiolity ivhich the 
fubje(fl is fo well fitted to irifpire. I really 
felt a facred kind of horror as I traverfed the 
ifle, celebrated for fo many ages as the theatre 
of religious rslpine; and although at every 
flep I was reminded of fome a& more cha* 
radteriftic of an afiaflin, or of a murderous ban- 
ditti, than of the minifters of a religion pure 
and peaceful, at every ftep I experienced that 
folemn fenfation which mixes itfelf with every 
objecffc of anticjuity, over which poetry has 
thrown a charm. The power of the mufc 
VOL. /• S i« 
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is manifefted,. perhaps, more- in this thait in 
anything elfe. In that fober ftate of the 
mind which fits us for feeing objeds in their 
natural lize and colour, whether we ar^ read- ' 
ing or reflefting, a fad is decided upon by 
reafon, and pronounced cither good or evil, 
according to its adhiai tendency. From this 
dccifion one would fuppofe there could be no 
appeal : prefently there comes a fair ufurper, 
called Imagination, who, by the flighted 
wavering of her wand, hurls reafon from the 
throne, vaults into it herfelf, and governs with 
a fovereignty, at once, fo abfolute and agree- ' 
able, • that we deliver up ourfelves to her en- 
chantment/and even aflift her in dragging the 
lawful monarch at the wheels of her chariot, 
in which we fuffcr ourfelves to be carried over 
fairy land, the happy flaves of her ufurped au- 
thority. 

Thus only can we account for the venera- 
tion we bear towards thofe whofe memory is 
ftained by deeds which reafon muft for ever 
condemn, I was not to learn that the Ifle of 
Anglefy was the chief haunt of thofe barba- 
rous beings, whofe defpotifm and cruelty fur- 
palTed the rage of the panther, famiihing for 
prey ; that a more bloody race of ruffians never 
infefted hjimanity than the Druids ; that they 

covered 



covered the moft "horrid enormities with the 
impenetrable mafk of religion ; and yet fo ef* 
(e(^ally had Mafon, and other poets^ allifted 
our love of antrquityi to make us go over tb 
the fide of imagination, that I honoured the 
very name of Mona^ and looked at the re- 
liques of the woods and caves, which had fo 
often refounded; Xvith the , myftcribus incan- 
tationsj with a not unpleafing horror. Thus 
fafcinatedj 

•* Ev'ty old poetic nioontaia 

«« Inrpiration bteath'd iirouhdj 
^' Ev'iy {had« and hallow'd foantaia 

** Miirmur'd deep a folemn found ;** 

and even in places, where, had the mind beetx 
unfeduced, I fhould have fhuddered at the 
bare remembrance of the enorhiities praftifed 
therein^ 

** ^Aght-ey^d fsiAcy; hov'rxng o'er, 

*< Scatter'd from her pidur'd um, 

** ThoQghtt ttut brtache, and words that burn." 

Such are the tHuihphs over the mufe^ We 
afe called reafonable beings, my friend : but 
how vaft is the empire of imagination^ and 
how fweet is our captivity ! What a pity that 
it fhould fo often be falfe and fatal ! To yoa 
tnay fancy ever be a friend, and in connedtion 
with reafon; or if they ever feparate, be it 
only like the parting of much-loved afibciates, 

% 2 who 
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who make Ihort cxcurfions to different places^ 
but return foon into the arms of each other! or 
■while fancy carries you into adventures^ may 
Mentor ever attend on Tclemachus ! 



LETTER XVIIL 



TO THfi SAME. 

1 the fupcrffition of the Welch 
mountains^ mpy be added that of their lakes 
and monumental ftones. The formei^ are ex^ 
tremcly numerous ; but a couhtifefs variety of 

.fables mingte in the hiftory of each. The 
Itones are of fuch prodigious mjagnitude, that 

Ithty arc not likely to be moved, but by that 
commotion which (hall fubdue the world itkU; 
they are of fuch incredible bulk, that it is 
aftonifhing by what united power they were at 
firft dragged to the cloud-capped hills on which 
the^y flandj and have ftood for many centuries. 

: A traveller who tells you the fingle jR:ones mea- 
fured from feven, eight, to ten, and Sixteen 

: feet high, is modeftty within the truth; and 

;it is alfo true, that fifty yoke of oxen could not 
poffibly move fomcofthemi much lef^ climb 

: with them up the fearful afcents, whereon they 
certainly were originally placed by human art 

an(i 
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and labour. No wonder, therfcfdre, that the 
traditionary account of the peafiintry is, that 
the devil himfelf fet them' up there. . And of 
the mountains themfelves, on the very fummit 
of which thefe enormous ftbnes are piled one 
upon another, it has been juft'ly obferved, their 
rcfeniblance is fo great to the Alps, that, except 
the language of the people, a traveller could 
hsirdly avoid thinking he is pafling from Gre* 
. noble to Sufa, or through the cpuntry of the 
Grifons ; but with this exception, that in abun- 
dance of places you have the moft beautiful val- 
Jies in the world, and fome of them of very 
great extent, far exceeding thofe fo famed 
amongftthe mountains of Piedmont and Savoy. 

The Welch are of a moft inquisitive temper. 
They ftare, and flock round a ftranger, as if he 
were the inhabitant of another world, jqft ar- 
rived amongft them. If he makes the flighteft 
advance to difcourfe, they ply him with quef- 
tions, and are never fatisfied with anfwers-, till 
they unlock every part of his hiftory. At firft 
I took this to be confined tp a few curious 
people; but I found, in the end, it was the 
cuftom of the country. You meet a Welchman 
on the road, or join him in the chat of a mi- 
nute at your inn—** Whence come you ? where 
go you ? what is your name ? where were you 

s 3 bron ? 
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born ? what is the objc£t of your joujrncy ? are 
you in bufincfs ? arc you put of it ? how lo^\g 
have you been from home? how long do you 
ilay abroa4 ? are you a fingic man ? have you 
a family ?" arc interrogatories that tread on the 
heels of the firft falutatiqn; and thefej if re- 
plied to, are followed by others, more clofc, 
and, if poflible, more impertinent. Nor have 
you any way of (baking the enquirers ofi; but 
hf an inveterate filcnce, and this they refcnt 
by fuch a torrent of frelh queries, that even 
filence is no ftcurity ; and you muft either bear 
to hear all they have to alk, or take refuge in 
retreat. Horace's troublefomc fellow was wt 
more importunate. But all this is without 
the fmalleft intention to offend ; on the con- 
trary, it is often with a defign to be fociable ; 
but chiefly, I believe, has no motive better or 
worfe than the gratification of fimple curiofity^ 
It is, however, very worrying, and has now 
and then provoked me to anfwer Iharply. At 
a place called Towy, a man, whom I met, at the 
inn where I baited, fo urged me with queftion 
upon queftion, that I was malicious enough Co 
put the moft bitter farcafms into my refponfes. 
Queftion — Where did I come from? Anfwer, 
The other world. Where was I going ?r^Qut 
of hearing. What was my name ?— NamclcJ&- 
Where was I born 31 — In the moom • . ■ , 

Till 
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Till this anfwer the fellow did not feem to 
feel that I was laughing at him ; but. it had the 
efFedl, for he foon after ended his perfecutions, 
by faying, come from where I will, I was a 
merry gentlenian, and he wjlhed nie good day* 

If ever you fliould be fprighted by one of 
thefe Welch querifls, or by a vexer of this 4^- 
fcription in any country, my plan may be worth 
adoption. You might be led tp fuppofe this 
over-curious propenfity was in the way of their 
hofpitable turn of character, but if vou can 
agree with me, that it originates not in any fuf- 
picion or fear of deceit, you will place it in 
the long lift of inconjijienciesy which blend in 
human charaiflers, without conceiving if to be 
a paradox. How often do we me?t the moft 
apparently, nay abfolutely, incompatible pro- 
perties compound themfelves in the fame 
mind ? avarice with prodigality, pride with hu- 
mility, charity with felfifhnefs,^ vanity with 
diffidence, and a love of the world with pro- 
fo\ind retirement. I could illuftrate each pf 
thefe apparent contradictions by proofs perfonal 
takfen- from the catalogue of ouY mutual ac- 
cjuaintance, but what better would be inferred 
than fo many ffefh convictions of the oldeft 
faft, that the beft people re ftraiige com- 

s 4 ' pounds^ 
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, pounds^ and that the world is a garden vrhcre 
. not only, in a general fenfc, 

** Weeds and flowers promifcuous (hoot/* 

but where, by the fide of the faired, fwcetcft, 
flower, arid almoft twifted round it, grows that 
weed, which is mod baneful to it: one would 
think they could not live, or thrive in the farpc 

'foil; yet we perceive they flourifti very neigh- 
bourly together. Have you never, my dear 

' friend, found the rofe and nettle take root in 
the fame temper ? — the fragrance and beauty 

' of the one incommoded by the dinging proper- 
ties of the other ? Yes, you reply, but then it 
is the biifinefs of the gardener. Education, to 
pluck up this ilUalTortcd afTociate, and to leave 

the rofe to bloffom cither in folitude, or better 
Tociety, In vegetable culture, this may always 
do; in mohil gardening, it is to be managed 
nicely, led in eradicating a- favourite folly, or 
conditqtional weakncfs, we injure the native 
virtue that is near it. No, my friend, we muft 
te content rather with meliorating the foil, 
than dcdroying it$ natural produclions ; if fome 
of thcfc arc utterly obnoxious to the valuable 
plants and flirubs, which are the pride and 
riches of the ground, they " myji be hewn down 
and cad intp thq fire," for ^^b " tares will to- 
tally choaik the wheat;** fucb v.eeds will blad 

the 



the rofe worfe than a canker ; but if they are 
Icfs ambitious of doing mifchief; if they are 
all but the frailties of our nature, fpringing up 
amongft our virtues, let them be confidered as 
forming the tiffue of the human chara(^erj 
where the cqarfe and fine, the worded, and the 
(ilk, are neccffary to the general ftrength of 
the piece : 

*' When ftraw-like errors lean to virtue's £dc, 
*• Ah ! check ye bigots, check your furio(tis pride, 
!»« Some venial faults, from fordid jCjUp^art, '-' ' 
** And fpring up only in the generous heart; 
'* As florid weeds elude the labourer's toil, 
*f From too much warinth and richnefs of the foil ; 
^' While meaner fouls, like Zambia's hills of fnow^, 
*' Too barren prove for weeds or flowers to blow." 

SvMPAtHY* 

Your pardon for this felfifli quotation. Is it 
not in point ? It repeats^ perhaps, the allufion, 
but it feems to gain force by the repetition. It 
is fo exceflively painful to be finding fault with 
poor human nature, continually, that it is 
quite a relief to one to plead her caufe, and 
become hei* apologift for thofe trefpaflcs which 
are at all defcnfible. Heaven knows there are 
plenty of faux pas, whei^e^ to attempt her ex- 
cufe, would be to partake her crimes. 

Be fatisfied^ then, that the conllitutional 
hofpitality of the Welch receives no check 

from 
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from their conftitutional inquifitivencfc: the 
former is, indeed, fo very generaJ, that the ftory, 
y^hich a genUeman, who made the tour of 
Wales in 1774, relates, is not in the lead ta 
be doubted. It is told to (hew that a man 
may travel, through the whole country, with a 
conftant fuite of recommendations from pne 
hofpitable houfe to another. The fubftancc of 
the ftory is this : a gentleman of the neigh- 
bourhood of Mahuntleth, a little rpwn in the 
extreme Weft angle of Montgoiperyftiire, and 
which 1 defcribed to you in one of my letters, in- 
troduced himfelf politely to the company, and 
hearing they travelled to fatisfy their ciirigfity, 
civilly offered to gratify it. They alked him» 
if there was a good houfe at the next ftage ? 
He anfwered^ there were many ; Mn Lloyd's, 
Mr. Poweirs, Mr. Edwards's, 6?c.r-r.'They ftil| 
required which was the be|l houfe ? He re- - 
plied they were all very good, To/make him 
explicit, they perfifted in asking him, whether • 
either of them was as comfortable, and. pix)per, 
as that in which they were converfing,; mean-, 
ing the yillag? inn.— rSir, faid he, with a 
peevilh furprize, fhould you take ^hi*.- hoijifr 
for a gentleman's ? They quickly: i^^plmt^fi 
themfelves, and begged his pardon. 
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it would be pnjuft in me to omit telling 
you, that the -Welch are not o^ly lover^ of 
Ijofpitality in themfelves, but lincere admirers 
of it in otherSj and if a kindnefa has once been 
ihewn them;i they never Jofe the imprcffioji of 
it. One inftaijce^ out of piany, I will recounts 
In the vicinity of Caernarvon, is one of ;hc 
feats of my Lord Newbojrough. Faffing this, 
o;ie mifer^bly cold day, whpn thp fnows were 
frozen on the mountains, I could not help.^x^ 
claiming, in the hearing of the bonpft Welch- 
ipan, who was at fhat tifne my guide ^crofs;. the 
cpuntry — Would to heaven that houfe were a 
public one! Ah, Sif, f^id my guidp, . with a 
iigh, and crack of his whip, it was one in 
fyrmer days, that is to fay, it was a houic for 
the good of the pviblic, as every body yvha 
wanted entertainment, either for fnan orbeaft', 
^as welcome. ,0, thpre was rare dojngsi at 
Ncwboroggh-Hall, wheq my Lord - — -, God 
i)lefs him, was at home : he is abroad now, and 
}\3L$ been (the more is the pity, both for rich am} 
popr} many years ; but wc exped: him back 
fpon, which will make fuch a joy in Wales, a5 
}}as fcarce Jbejn kpown iince that old raoun^ 
tain (meaning. Snowden, which is vifible fro^^t^ 
^he houfe) was no bigger than a mole-hill ! 

You muft ^ow. Sir, I am William Jones, con- 
tinve^rthis grateful jfellow, I 9in one of^his 

Lord(hip*« 
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I/jrdffiip*s tenants — that little farm on the 
^er fide, is. rented by me, where if your 
honour pleafes, I will fhew you that I have not 
lived fo many years under fo good and gener«r 
ous a mafter, without benefitting by the ex^ 
ample, and though I cannot fet out my tabic . 
like my Lord Newborough, ipy old dame, will 
give you a clean cloth, fome new laid eggs, a 
curious nice or two of bacon, aftd as brave a 
mug of ale, or tankard of cyder, with a dafli of 
brandy, as ever was drawn, and we will drink 
the health and fpeedy return of my matter, to 
old Wales. — God knows, I will drink it — juft 
as I wifli it — with all my life ind foul. 

He went on to aflurc me that as the day ot. 
Lord N — *s departure from this country, was' 
the moft miferablc, fo would his return be the 
moft blefled to his fervants, tenants, friends, 
and all defcriptions of people — that for his 
part he felt it a comfort to get his bread on the 
ground that belonged to fo good ?* matter, andcven 
to walk upon his land, and that he never paflTed- 
by thedeferted manfion-houfe, without think- 
ing of the obligations which he and athouferid 
others had received from the gcnorbus owner. 

t 

He then prbtceded to juftify, by inftanccsr 
ofJgt«)dnefs, «hib e^lt^ charter, in the* 

**'•'*'• ^^-* courfe 
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<!durfe of his developing which, he difcovered 
t moft excellent heart, ahd not uncultured 
head, belonging to himfelf ; but difplayed fo 
many marks of an enlarged benevolence in his 
matter, that before he had half finiflied his 
eulogy, my afFeftions warmed towards the 
noble proprietor of Ncwborough-Hall, and t 
could not but join the regrets of honeft Will 
Jones that he was abfent, . . 

Thefe little road-adventures, which are fo 
frequently rifing out of furrounding objefts^. I 
mull once more remark, are amongft the 
richeil gratifications that can happen to a tra- 
veller of my tafte and tcmpen They are, in- 
deed, a fdurce of almoft daily pleafure, and ex^ 
ercife of the fecial principle : they freflien, as 
it were, one's whole heart, and £o occupy the 
bed part of our feelings, that if the roads are 
bad, and the weather ftvtrCf we perceive all 
ruggedneffes and rigours fmoothe off; and if 
the way is without difficulty, and the weather 
fine, and the country, through which we pafs| 
beautiful, the whole is rendered more delicious 
by a little regaling cafualty of this fort* De- 
cember has not often prefented a more bitter 
day than that on which I received a delinea- 
tion of Lord 'N — from William Jones, but 
fome of the traits, created a kixid of fummet 



in my bofom, aftd the reft of the journey tdl 
Caernarvon was the happier for it. *Tig even 
jipw fweet to remembrance, and is regiftered 
amongft the riches of my ftieaf. 

There is a great deal of chara3er \n thia 
country; and much of that original witji 
huttiour, and oddity, amongft the" lower ranksy 
which the late Henry Fielding fo much de- 
lighted to defcribe. Out of abundance I ftiall 
glean only two fpecimens, each of which have 
Ibmething fo dramatic, that were I about td 
write a comedy, 1 Ihould be ftrongly tempted 
to hitch them into the fcene ; and as I met with 
' them both in the fame day, their portraits ftiall 
be drawn in the fame letter^ 

As there is a lady in the cafe, Ihe claims 
my firft attention. I beg, therefore, to intro- 
duce the widow Bowyer to you. Suppofe your 
Gleaning correfpondent taking his afternoon 
tea, at a little public houfe, betwixt Welch- 
Pool and Shrewfl^ury, and the widow, my 
landlady, thus olncioudy fliewingherfelf off, by 
wsry of recommending herfelf and her houfe. — ^ 
Would you have the idea of the fpcaker beforcf 
you — Imagination muft body forth a neat little 
old woman of the true Welch architedlure, and 
drefled in the faihion of her cou-ntry — a blue: 
J Yorfcin, 



Yorkin, black broad brim beaver, fcarlfct petti- 
coat, and ap^on of black ftiining ftufF, drop- 
ping a deep but ripid^ c^rtfey at every fcn- 
tence. — " I hope you find your tea good. Sir-*- 
I always have the beft of tea. Sir, [curtfey.) — r 
Perhaps, your honouf*s' gobdnefs would like 
aiflice of cheefe*and hung bcef-^(rz/r//Qr — iotb 
at the bread and cbee/e.)-^i am, notorious for 
fhem. Sir;' {curtfeyS)-^\ am a widow woman, 
at your fervicc. Sir, ((:/o^//>/)-^buried my huf- 
hzrsA^ {curtfey) about fix weeks ago, {curtfey") — 
an ailing man. Sir, {curtfey) — always weak 
and voariklyy (rar//^j'.)— Could do nothing for 
many years. Sir, (r/^r//^j.)— ^Palfy, your honour, 
{curtfey) cofl: me many a bright pound; 
{curtfey) but 'tis always fomcthing for a wo- 
man to have a hulband in the houfe— (^/^r//^.) 
Servants think* nothing of a lone woman — 
{curtfey.) They do jufl: as they pleafe with 
them, your hbnour knows— (rz/rZ/o^.j" 

Ah, poor David, continued fhe, after a 
Ihort paufe, feeing me difpofed to hear, but 
not to anfwer. — *' Ah, poor dear David, he 
ufed to fit. Sir, {curtfey) in that very arm- 
chair. Sir; {curtfey) where your honour fits 
now ; an J though I had to lead him up fl:airs 

and down put him to bed, and take him 

lip— poor foul, helplefs as an infant fl:ill 

I liked 
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I liked t6 be doing for him. — DaVy^ 1 uftd t6 
fay — Davy — you'll never go on your legs again^ 
I fear — you'll never be the man you have 
teen—'' 

(By way of pafenthefis^ let me hook in the 
information that^ sdthough I dq not continue 
to infert the curtfeys, it is to be noted, that 
the good widow went as regularly on with her 
reverences, as with her ftory, and that every 
dafh, you meet with, is fubftituted, to prevent 
interruption, for a curtfey ; the long dafh be- 
ing expreffive of art obeifance nine deep, the 
fhort one, of the little drop, 6r bob minor J 

*^ We were notorious for being happy. Sir — 
and our houfe. Sir — though thatched. Sir—* 
is notorious all over the country. Sir— — and 
if your honour fhould be provoked to ftay the 
night. Sir — you Ihall have as good a bed as 
ever was laid on — poor David died on it^ Sir 

'^ — we arc notorious for our beds -* — me 

and mine have lived here hundreds of years-— 
the fined air in the world — kill all our own 
meat — cut all our own garden llufF-— grow all 
our own wheat — make all our own bread — 
brew all our own beer. — In Ihort, do tvcixy 
thing for ourfelves^ without being beholden to 

any 
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Any body. — ■ ■ -Thus, your honour fees, 
we are the moft notorious people on the road.^ 



The whole of the foregoing felf-defcription, 
paffed without the fmalleft encouragement or 
Teply ; my landlady (landing ill the while curt^ 
' feying, nodding^ crying, and laughing ; for I 
fhould have obferved to. you, that at every 
drop of her knees, Ihe^gave a nod of her heac}, 
and that whenever ihe mentioii^ David's in^ 
firmities, fhe made up her face and voice into 
a moft pity-moving whine, which gave way, 
however, to a more pleafant twift of her odd 
little countenance and tones, when fhe fpake 
pf the notorioufnefs of her houfe* 

My tea, and her talk ended together, whciji 
I told her that I was thoroughly convinced, 
ihe had not obtained a notorious, charafter 
without reafon ; but that I found her fo enter- 
taining, that as the evening was too far advan- 
ced to think of purfuing my journey towards 
Shrewfbury, I would avail myfclf of the many 
good things, for which her houfe is notorious, 
on conditiqn that Ihe would favour me with as 
much of her company as poflible, and put mc 

into any bed, but that which poor David had 
, VOL. I. T fo 
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fo lately died upon— the reflexion of ^hic!!( 
^ircumftance would prevent my uking anty' 
fepofe. 

I gave it thi* fufrt to fihre the good widow'sr 
feclingSi and I ventured fo invite her^ becaufe 
I imagined her houfe affairs would draw hei^ 
nods and curtfcys to feveral other travellers, 
Vrho ndw came to pafs the night. VnlUckily, 
however, fhe itfolved to complimcnf mc with 
Iier dead David's bedj and though I could 
lllve wi(h6d it put upon a longer quarantine, 
it wa§ impoflible, for fhe afiUred me, (nod and 
curtfey as ufual) that not only gentry — but 
■nobility*— not only *fquires — ^but barrownights 
—not only barrownights^ — btrt lords — ^ - ■ ■ ^- 
not only fords — but dukes — ■ — •— 

(here a nod thaft threw her head into her bo/bm, 
and a curtfey that almoft overfet herj— a^d 

that even the Prince— —of the 

l^rincipality [nod) {nod\ {nod) 

the Prince of Wales himfelf ^ > 

{curtfey) ^{curtfey) -— {curtfey) ' ' 

might lie in that bed.— 

Had the corpfc of Da^id been ftretched 
ftill upon the bed, you fee I mull have takctt 
part of it; I therefore yielded, a^id the good 
Widow-woman went nodding and curtfeyihg 

through 
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i^hrough the reft of the evening in pcifeift 
good-humouh Her manner muft Idfe much 
in narration j but I am conviriced had it been 
dramitifed, and fhaped to the talents of one of 
our comediails it would have fet^ at leaft^ the 
galleries^ ahd> pethaps^ the whol^ hpufe^ in a 
roar. 

Nbtwithftariding this^ lidne of her Other 
cuftfamers, then in the ihn, feemed to be ftruck 
with what had fo much diverted me : one bid 
her do more and talk lefs- — another faid, he 
fuppofed^ fhe looked on her converfation a^ part 
of the entertainment, and would charge it i^ 
the bill-^if fo, he muft decline any more of i?. 
The author of this obfervation was a wag, who^. 
perhaps, thought he was alfo a wit ; a thijtd 
could not help wifliing fhe had as good uhntf 
for iilence, as making a noife. An hundr€4 
others might have entered and departed with-^ 
out being a whit more amufed ; but as I am 
convinced the l6ver of chafafter would not 
have pafled my widow-woman without a not^ 
of remark, I cannot but believe you, and your 
friends will excufe. Hay thank me^ for making 
her a little more nototious. 

One man only of the coitipaAy WHS wholly 
jBlent, and he had the beft reafon for it^ 

xa ^ namely 
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namely, an intoxication, that wholly deprived 
him or the powers of fpeech: two oiF the 
others jufl: mentioned were his aflbciates, vA\o 
had been to Haverford-Weft on foot, to favc 
as much as poflible of that money, which they 
had appropriated to the relcafc of thqir friend, 
the drunken man, who had been two years- a 
prifoner for debt, in the jail of the above- 
named town, and they were all three natives of 
Wales, working under the fame mafter at 
Shrewfbury. * 

As our widow woman's general fitting room 
ufually ferved her like the^merry cobler*s in the 
ballad, "for parlour, for kitchen, and hall;** 
there being no fire-places in the other apart- 
ments, above, or below ; we all were of the fame 
wiefs, while we were partaking of which, (the 
late prifonelr excepted, who was as incapable 
of; eating as converfing) one of the travellers — - 
he who had his fears that my landlady would 
make him pay for her eloquence— thus opened 
upon me.-=- 

1 ** You.muft Jcnow, Sir," fays he, addreffing 
himfelf to me as familiarly as if we had been 
old acquaintance, " the poor fellow who is now 
fnorlng^in the chimney cofner, is Davy 
Morgan, afe bofteft a little ; man as any. in 

Wales, 



Wales, and p^ut into durance vile,-,:foran6ther 
man's debt; bu£-we have worked hiffl out> and 
in a few days. we (hall be ahIe4:o.(h^w him to 
^U friends round, the. wrokinr in jthe mean- 
t;ime,: poor Davy, ^^ gone tipfy wi-th t|ie thougltt: 
of it: but you mufl- not think the worfe of 
him. for that; I hope, his, getting /«/(? jail, ^ijid 

• 

<>«/.':of it, once in hi« life, and being a littjf 
hickfms doxius, upon \\i (once iji his life, I fajr^ 
.will not make. you think the, w.qrfe of hiro> 
Cpmc.little drunken Davy, here as your health, 
*^y boy* as you can't drink, I'li drink for you: 
aiiy thing to ferve. a friend^fleeping or wak- 
ing;, fo here*s to you^in a bumper that holdij 
both our portions, nay litde fleeping Taffy. 

•-.. ..... V* .J 

This bumpa:jiVAa:^t3T^tied;ii^vJfined wi,t^ 
fuch!rapidity,^that;> if there .is* arfy truth ititx 
head full of liquor,, the account which was no^ir 
given by both the corprades a;t /upper, of the 
fnoring Davy Moi^n,-did credit: to: the hearts 
of all the three. I gathered, from the torrents 
of infbrniation?wi>w poured 6uti ;.nrnK:h; faller 
than even the ale, that Davy Mcwgiwi .had bf^n 
bound' for a friend, 'whofc:^eajcheiyf- Jtwd 
plunged him not only in,a)prifon,ibirt iir tJiii 
ruin confequent on the lols of his:tioic ;\ which 
ufed to be^ induflYioufly empiogedrfwthat ht? 
companions .had bcen^-infthe&abits t>5^rjhid>' 

T3 fliip. 



(tiip, labour^ and diveHlon with him, many 
ytart J that by his imprifonmcnt, they wcm 
deprived at once of their playmate and fellow-. 
Ivorktnan ; and that therefore they had a meeu 
f ng one day^ to fee what could be done between 
them, (Dward$ getting their friend Qu% of cuf- 
tody. TT^e refiilt of their conference was a ge^ 
tierouSy but fecret treaty^ to ufc every means in 
their power to obtq.in his liberty : but the fum 
fof iyhich he was confined exceeding abi^n* 
<Jantly their finances, (for they* were- all but 
journeymen weavprs ferving under the fame 
tnafter) t^^y made ^n attempt oi^ the mercy of 
%ht creditor, in the hope of fqch a compro-,: 
rhife as th^y rnight be able to advance, repre-* 
fcnting to him, that the misfortune of the 
prifoner was brought opon l^im wholly by an 
^& Off good-nature, an4 on the faith of f he 
^han who had betrayed him; and that, there^ 
fore, in tfkAy he was puniftied, npt only for 
^he vice of another, but for his own virtue. 

Thi* appeal, hpwevpr, faih»d; and at a fq* 
?ond confoitatioo, ftili held without the know- 
ledge of the raptive Davy, they entered into a 
folewft tompaS, to put by onc-third of their 
4nbekly wages, till a fum, equal to (be poor 
3Tranf4f' tftlbrgement^ (hould be accumulated 
^ Idfife were bmh lurother-bacibebts. Sir, bid ope 



/ 

of them, and fo could do tli^s witHout pinch^i 
ing any body but ourfelvcs — Will Griffith' 
there, indeed, was to be married when he could 
afford a fet of Jinen, a wedding dinner, and a 
weaving loom, and had got a few good pounds 
Vnug in the box, which his intended gave him^ 
a$ a token ; but th<s generous-hearted girl, who 
is an honour to her country — -«»*• 

'^ She is a Welch girl," Sir, exclaimed Mr. 
Griffith, '^ and hcrc'n her health with aU xaf 
foul/' 

^ I fay, Sfr,** refumed the otb?r traveller^ 
*' that this brave wench, ori hearing the ftoxy 
of poor Davy, and the plan to relieve him; in^^ 
fifted on her not being thp hindranccj, but the 
promoter oi hi^ liberty^ declaring, that flit 
was ready to contribute an equal fhare of her 
little favings towards eifeding that good 
work, and that, by way of encouragement ca 
her lover, Griffith, (he would give him the di£» 
pofal of her hand as foon after Davy cpuld at^i 
tend at the wedding, as h? thought prpper ca 
demand it** ^ /j. 

. . . ' ' .1 . ■: 

** Till the moment after ihe £ud tbn> Sir/* 
(i\d Griffith in rapture, '< I 4ii 4to( think i% 

T 4 J»4 
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hjid been p^fliblc to loyc her more dearly— ^^ 
hcfre'3 another bumper to her." 

•' To make Ihort of the .dory," continued 
tbe other, *^ to \yprk we went, aye, and worked , 
double tides, .fojr double pay, and Kitty I^ewis, 
^o . worked -too, kept the box. ; Every Sa^. 
turday night we put in our favings,.and cpunt-^ 
cd at the end of every quarter. Not a fyllablc 
of t.his .to Davy.; though we. took care in; the 
meantime he fliould not want, for while the 
grafs grows, you know. Sir — Well, thus wc- 
went merrily on — no matter how long — till 
wc. had enough,, then, watching fprthc Paffion 
vKtk'i ,when. there is no work done, you know, 
offi'WQ fet fr<HnX)ld Salop to Haverforil, where 
ppar Davy, was: taken as he ^was trying.. to get. 
cQi^jto Ireland,, and was fhutiup.' Griffith and 
IjiWhct^^W^lbp/n in the country,, knetv every 
i0Ch of -tfafe ground: ; and to fave money . far i 
htttcr ufcs'thanithrowing it away upon horfe--^. 
ficfb,.weftfobced up after the fafhioij of .our { 
couritryyxafrjHiiig our iboes in one pocket,.ahdi 
^ckijigq in! another. When; we got ■ to ithe 
White Hart, which is a very good inn, dircftly* 
oppofite to the prifon, we did not flay to re- 
fre^ ^yiiwtiiad paida^vifit to Morgan. . Our 
beaUtslJijeTOr^tiOur lipSias wje crofled over the. 
way to him. The popr fellow was fucking in 

3 the 
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th« frefti.aif, through the grating, vwhich^ bet- 
ing on. the ground. flppr, ..we could fee and. 
fpeak to, one another. .1 thought Davy would 
have leaped through, hig bars to get at us, 
though he iQoked pale, as death, and his beard i 
was grown .lil^e one of your Hermits, Hci 

threw out boj;h,his hanijjs, whiqhwc took, hold: 

I ... 

of, and told him they wer^fipli^ as .clay: but* 
ipy hwrt is ^ warm and as, much your's, :a*[ 
ever» mX; Jjoys^^. faidhe^ m\^ terrible feeble, 
voice ; and if 1 remain^herq for the reft <)f jny 
life, as I fuppofe I Ihair, I will fall down, 
njghj and day, on my dirty ftraw, to blefs Pro- 
vidence, that it:.has fent me the onlv two men. 
I lovp ir> the whole world." 

*' Don't tell me, Davy, faid Griffith— you ^ 
remember Will thefe were your words— don't 
tell me of flaying here the reft of your |ife — 
we do not" intend you ftiall'ireijiain here another 
day; if we Can help it,*' not' another hour* 
We come with a ftrong box,"my little Davy^" 
that^lhall" change your dirty ftraw iqto clean, 
feaithefsr, and thofe datrin'd' uglyjooking bats 
into- a waiTTi gfa'fs window / but' this is " iyafting' 
time— where*S the gaoler— tet us do oiif bull- 
rrefs firft, 'and talk aftbr^^'ards/• ' • • ■ - 

Hereupon: Griffith- w€n«* \k fearch of the 

keeper/ and. I ie^flplainied-mattcri to Davy, who 

-' was 



was iQ a furprife paft fpeaking» only he cried . 
like a child^ wd fofnetimes laughed again likf 
a madman» though when he came to himfelf^ 
he faid he was alhampd to diftrefs us^ and fuch 
Kionfenfe; to which I only anfw^rpd, never 
mind> when we get our old fellow-workman 
amongft us again^ we Will foon weave it up» 
I. warrant you : and to tell you the truth, Davy, 
faid I, we have both had a fore lofs of the 
fongs you ufed to fing at the loom, and neither 
of us can <Jq any longer without ypu. 
* 

Prefcntly, Sir, Will GrifRths returned with 
the gaoler, whom, though he feemed a glum^ 
gruff, growling * looking fellow, he had con^ 
trived to piake fmile, as if he was|ialf as good<*> 
hupiourecj a fellgw ?s WiU hirafclf. 

^' Aye, money works miracles, you know, 
Sir — exclaimed Will^ who thus ended the 
l!ory,r— ^A bribe out of my Kitty's ar»ber-bo3? 
made the keeper of our poor Davy hiften ta 
his releafe with almoft aa much glee sm^ my-*; 
felf ; and as fooi^ as the law c^rges^^ which 
were, fomchow, gs heavy as the debt, though 
nothing appeared to be faid or done, but clap«. 
pi|g the poor fellow in prifon^ and leaving 
fum th^re*-^A& foon a3 thcfe were fStftl?d,* I 
fay, we took the bij-^J oyt of his . <a^e, aa4 

carried 



iwried him in triumph to the White Hart^ 
irhetieiirtf pafled one of the n^errieft evenings of 
our lives. We have kept it up ever fince: 
as poor Davy *8 legs had beeyi of no life to him 
for fo long a time^ they r^ufed to do much 
^r him^ even now that they were untied^ ai 
pne may fay, fo we got; liim into tl|e ftages a$ 
far as they went our way, find when we wcfp 
obliged to crofs the coufitry^ we put hiiu 
upon a faorfe, and at laft^ afcer a jovial jour-^ 
ney, here wi are at the widow Bowyer's^ thank 
God! within half a dozeq mile$ of ShrewJT* 
bury, and Kitty Lewis. ^ That being the cafe^ 
^e will, if you pleafe» Sir, have one moro 
)>ottle to the health and ha^^inefs pf all par^ 
ties : the amber^box holds^ put ftill, and herd 
it isj at the fervice of any \ioactk fellow tha( 
wants it, though we never (kw him before in 
jDur lives, and ihoi|Id ^erer fee him again* 
As to Kitty^ if fiie takes ihe without a fhilling, 
|he takes me ^r myfelf^ unlefs we are both 
i|ck at the iame time, we can never be in iieed 
p£ hread« becaufe the hands of either can ^am 
|t| and aa to loom and linen, they may be 
waited for, smd what the wedding dinner ma)e 
want in finerifi, it Oiali mal^e up in good plain 
Utt^ and good appetite/^ 

Will Griffiths having finifhed his fpeech, 
kifled the amber « box with great devotion^ 

fwore 
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• 
fwori il fhmil'd-Anot-bc long ere hisUabburs- 
filled? it again^iandrthpen fliooktoe hf^artily by 
the ifeand, obferving; rhiit he.fcould fee I liked- 
thchiftory he had been recountingi -as it had 
•ihade mb ftied ■ tears -TOOrc thkh oucein.rhd 
telUtlg j'.and whenever>il am Jtouched, to th£: 
hcart:.with:anyi thingv* iaidrhe/'I^il ways cry, /^ 

«.. / ^'^ •..••' tJ , t. f , ■ •■4wall«<r*l ■«■««•'■< A 

,T Davy .^orgaQf waked, and Was. all' «he. better 
for hia nap. i Hii^xoifnitdes gneetpdiiil retuqi; 
to. life, . a;L oncl^f ihcm. cjl^lJed* dtjOiirith. three 
cheers, ^hrcc buBoperscof the riotbrious wido.wJit 
^e'*\aQd ; three riuGh'jflaps^.ron ilTc:back, . thatthd 
muft: have .been aftugiiy dead- ;n(S>t to havtf 
IhoQk;!off/aIl:jreip^As:x>f flunxbcri/' And noArf 
^.;haid.X)ne' .advaiKage over • hi*, friends, who 
h^d; facf ificedi tooLil^octy ia fovmany *". .pota;^ 
iipn^: pottle ddep,Vl that thcylitgpatly fell mar^; 
tyj8,:Qn the floor,: Xojtheihaiffc(%Dns„:and tbo 
Pl^jCelteht homc^brewfd ofithe.irrdb\9;^Jwho eac4 
Hifciied, ' in the xaurfet of the: cfele{r:n^any it& 
fidn!CQsiQ£a\good hearty by dropping a/i^ely laWt 
ctirtfey ^t - :8v.er^o aiark of the ^ geiie^ofity' of 
rfie young weaycrjBV giving them a:g*iiteful nodt 
at the fame tirtie ^ vand dcclayiig/: th^t if thtf 
ividovv's mite would; be accepcedi by D^iff 
Moirgan, the amber-'boz. fliould .njtt'be foisi 






i 
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•"^ 1 reall/ rtf^el? f haf tfevf s pkaffantromp^efs 
'were libw rendered fb incapable, as to rct- 
quirc the fiippbrls' of the -gdod widow, rri^ 
'owh, and eVeii'thoTe'of Dayy'ntmfelf. to con^ 
*du(5t theni to "bed. Davy ,/dn his part^ was 
quite renewfed ;' and, undefffanding from Mrsf. 
BowydT, ' that I had heardihis ftery, foon jufti- 
fied his departed friends' eulogiuni, bf bdn|j 
a very pleafant, gra1:eful, and good-humoured, 
as well as ingenious fellows. 



« 1 



Prefently, the widow reminding us it wsft 
midnight, I intreated to, drink a glafs of good 
wifhes to the company^, as well fleejping a^ 
awake, and then promifed to retire. One more 
tankard was therefore drawn ; but it was fo 
reliftiiijg to Davy, that he took it nearly off 
at a draught, not only froni love of the liquor, 
but of his friends. A fecond tankard was 
therefore brought, but unluckily the hearty 
yifit paid to the other, came too fuddenly on 
Davy's recovery from the former libations, 
and his fober fenfes began to relapfe. The wi- 
dow began to wink in her wicker chair-i—that 
line you may think has called in — 

** apt alliteration's artful aid ;** 

tfut, I aflure you, it was accidental — the wi- 
dow fell aflcep— Davy held the tankard in his 

hand; 



hand; ind without attending to a third iH 
fourth perfdn being in the room— probabl/ 
without knowing there was any body but him-^ 
felf prefenti indulged^ and dlfplayed hinrfelf inf 
a foliloquy, which, if you will pleafc'to advert 
to time, place, and foregtfne circumfhtnceiy 
may divert you, t ftop you from it only while 
t aflert that 

" I (hill nought cxtenoite, 

** Nor fct down ought in frolic." 

A whole yearns converfation could ntft< to my 
inind, better have pourtrayed the man^ 

Now, Davy Morgan, is the time to Ihew 
thyfelf sr great fool, or a fenfible little fellow. 
Twjce to-day haft thou been out of thy wita 
for joy, and art but juft come into them 
again enough to be forry for it. Bdware the 
thitd time* The ale is certainly good — there's 
no denying it — (Here he lifted the tankard 
almoft to his lips) I could drink every drop of 
it with the greateft pleafure. — It is but lifting 
the tatjkard half an inch higher, opening my 
mouth a little wider — ^in this manner — and ifi 
would be gone paft recovery, as King or Prince} 
X)enmark fays — 

*• To drinki or not to drink ? — that is the qucftion ^ 

" Whether 'tis better for thee, Cavy, thus to fufief 

'* The ftings and arrows of outrageous thirft, 

** Or by thus plunging in d fea of ale> 

** Tippliugt to end it ?--*to driak t and fleep 
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'< No more; and by that fleeptocnd 
** The head-ache, aiid the thoufand natural (hocki 
*' That tippling*s heir to— -'tis a confumroation 
«* Devoutly to be wilh'd — to drink and fleep— 
'* Perchance be drank again! — ah there's the rub!" 

No, damn it, Davy, don*t make a beaft of 
thyfelf any more to-day, there's a good little 
fellow. Thou art at prefent merry and wife. 
Keep fo, my lad, for the honour of Wales, 
and for the fake of the good fortune that has 
dragged thee out of thy hole, into the land of 
freedom — Down, tempter, down.** 

Here he lowered the tankard, but with fuch 
hafte, that he fpilt part of its contents on his 
chin, the fwect and favory fmell of which fo 
quickened appetite, as Milton faid of Eve, 
when the grand tempter prefented the forbid- 
den fruit, that poor Davy Morgan felt the 
original fin was entailed on hirn. He again 
held the tankard up to his lips, and could not 
but tafte. In that perilous inftant he ex- 
claimed — Davy, why don't you pull it away 
with all your might — (here he began to fip) 
why don't you fay — Satan in the fhape of a 
tankard of beer, a vaunt — (here he (poke with: 
his head in the mug) why don't you daih it 
to the ground— have you no honour — no re- 
folution-r-no philofophy— no confideration— • 
no gratitude? (a great gulp between each of 
4 thefc 
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thefe queftions) Fie upon you — ^when a tank- 
ard is before you— ryou have no more ftrength — 
thought — idea— nor — nor — nor — (gulps con- 
tinued}— nor — any thing of that kind — than — 
than — than — (gulps) an infant. 

At this moment, a lamentable cry was" heard 
at the door, accompanied by a lou^ rapping. 
On opening it, a poor creature appeared half- 
famiflicd with cold : it was the poft-boy^ be- 
twixt Pool and Shrewlbury, who, being feized 
with the cramp in his ftomach, came to get a 
dram. He had fcarce time to defcribe the 
nature of his complaint, before Davy Morgan 
applied a remedy, by thrufting the poker, 
which happened to be red-hot, into the tan- 
kard ; and then pouring the ale, thus heated, 
down the Ihivering man's throat — execratinj 
himfelf, all the time, as a prodigal who ha( 
been wantonly wafting that which might now 
have been fo much better diTpofed of. — See, 

you rafcal, faid he to himfelf, what comes of 

« 

your guggling — ^you deferve to be fent back 
again to prifon you do. 

'. The poor poft-boy foon felt himfelf reno* 
vated, for the widow added a gill of her noto- 
rious brandy to Davy's burned ale, after which 
he again mounted his 'horfe, faying he fhould 
foon fetch up ioft time, and hoped God would 

always 
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Always bicfs thofc who he fworc had faved 
his life. 

Davy Morgan, however, kept abufing him- 
iclf for fomc time after, but 1 contrived to pa- 
cify him by afluring him, if he could parody 
tiamiet's celebrated ipeech fo pleafantly, I 
fhould think he deferved to get tipfy as often 
as he chofe, though it were to be with Nedar 
or Tokay. Begging, therefore, he would for** 
give himielf this/time, we all went to reft* 

The tnoriling brought us all once more to- 
gether; and our breakfaft, for I was now one 
of the party, was a very fober one. In the 
middle of it there happened an incident, 
which fo accumulated the interefts of the little 
drama, that it added another notoriety to the 
houfe of the courteous widow. This was the 
entrance of a very handfome young woman, in 
a blue riding habit, and ftraw bonnet, bound 
tight with a pea -green ribbon, which was 
faftened gypfey fafhion; and difplayed fuch 
parts of a pretty countenance, as made the 
fpe<flator delirous to fee the whole. Such a 
blufh as has a thoufand times ten thoufand 
teen feen, and felt, by lovers, but never juftly 
defcribed, even by them, for who can paint like 
Nature ? One of thefe indcfcribablc graces of 
that 

, VOL, I. U «• Eloqaent 
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" Eloquent Modd, 
«* Which fo dlflinftly wrought, 
•* That you might almoft fay her body thought ;** 

fufFufed itfelf over her' fine, and by no means 
inelegant, countenance, at the fight of the man 
of her heart, feated at table with the chofen 
friend, towards whofc ranfom from captivity, 
ftie had herfelf fo generoufly contributed* 
This young perfon was in the fervicc of an old 
lady of fortune, who was blind ; a misfortune 
which this attendant, who, you perceive, was 
no other than Kitty Lewis, greatly mitigated ; 
for being herfelf the daughter of a Mont- 
gpmcryftiirc farmer of fome credit, and a girl 
of no mean talents ; befides the culture of a good 
education, ihe was well calculated to entertain 
thpfe, who could not entertain themfelves, and 
was, therefore, very juftly confideredby her 
lady, rather as a friend than fervant. 

The moment that Davy Morgan^s enlarge^ 
meot was effedted. Will Griffith wrote her 
word qf it, and mentioned the time at which 
he (hould regain Shrewlbury: but accidents 
Qn the road detaining him^ Kitty^ then for 
the firft time, made her Lady confidential. She 
declined doiqg fo till the objedl of her lover's 
journey was attained, willing that ihe honour 
of it fhould not be Ihared with any but the trio 

t>at 
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that projcfted it; Tl^e' did lady, however, was. 
Off Kitty afterwards told me, touched even to 
tears ; nor did fhe fufFer thofe dews of pity to 
melt away, or dry up* without eiFedfc 

Kitty had heard from die Pool poft^boy, 
with whom fhe wa& acquainted, that his life had 
been lofty but for the humanity of a merry gen- 
tleman, whofe name, he underftood, was David- 
Morgan^ then at the widow Bowyer'Sj from 
which information, Ihe drew the natural in- 
ference that her lover had got fo far on his 
journey with his generous companion and li- 
berated friend; but that flopping fo near the 
place of their deflination might proceed from 
feme little difficulty, that money might re- 
move. This latter idea was fuggefted by the 
good old Lady, who was now in the fecret of 
the amber travelling box^ and who infifted 
that Kitty fhould be herfelf the bearer of a re- 
enforcement; but take care to prefent her 
bounty-money in a way that fhould not fpoil 
the plotj by an appearance of a fourth perfon's 
coming' into it, defiring, at the fame time, that 
the party might, immediately, on their arrival 
at Shrewsbury, repair to her houfe ; and that 
the adventure fhould not want a finifh, fhe 
permitted Kitty to make the excurfion in a 
poft chaife. 

u 2 Kitty 
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Kitty was now featcd by her lover's Udc; but 
was far too happy v/ith her errand, and with 
the view of the objeds of it, to partake of 
ourbrcakfaft; neither did Will Griffith feem 
to take any food, but that which love and 
friendAip provided for his honeft and affec- 
tionate heart. The bill was foon demanded 
by Kitty Lewis, when the widow declared it 
was jpaid. " It is paid,*' quoth the good wo- 
itian, ** by the rherrieft night, and happieft 
morning, I have ever had. — I will take no 
money .---Yefterday and to-day fhall be noto- 
rious. What you have had, you are welcome 

tOr- arid a thoufafid thanks into— — ^thc 

%^ain, (Thefe thoufand thanks were ex- 

pfefled by almoft as many nods and curtfeys.) 
You need not take out your amber box, Mr. 
Griffith — nor you your purfe, Mifs Kitty— »- 
what's your name — I am notorious for telling 
the truth, and what I fay, I fay — fo God be 
with you — (nod and curtfey) — and fend you 
health and wealth, and grace to do well — and 
pray none of you pafs the King's Head, with- 
out calling — I can do a good turn, as well ag 

another fervant ^your fervant- — fare ye 

well — good bye— I wilh ye all a good day 

and a pleafant ride to Shrewflbury — and ngxt 
market-day, mayhap, you may fee me—/' 

During 
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During this fpeech (he was nodding and 
curtfcying off the company — ^helping them to 
hats, flicks, packages, and hurrying them out 
of her houfe, to prevent them infilling on the 
payment of the bill, which Kitty fettled in 
another room, whither (he and the generou;s 
widow went to confer. The young woman 
was diffident about entering the poft-chaife, 
and Davy Morgan, who had cried for joy, 
almofl the whole time of breakfafl, was appre- 
henfive that the proud Salopians would laugh 
him to fcorn, to go from a jail into a carriage ; 
but Kitty gave it as her opinion, that their re- 
fufal to profit by her Lady's goodnefs would be 
an affront never to be forgiven ; obferving, that 
as to the fcorners, ibey mud have little claim 
to attention, who did not feel that an honcfl 
man, who had been put into prifon for facri- 
ficing himfelf to his friend, was not entitled 
to go home in the mofl honourable manner ; 
and that, for her part, fhe thought fuch a man 
had better claim to a triumphal entry than 
Julius Capfar, Alexander the Great, or any 
other illuflrious butcher of antiquity; in as 
far, as a friend to mankind is more deferving of 
honourable diftindions than an enemy. 

This adjufted the difficulty, and after ihaking 
I^ands, 9II rouod, the four friends fct off for 

u 3 Shrcwlbury, 
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Shrewfbury, where they paffcd the day in high 
feftivky, un^er the aufpiccs of the good old 
-Lady, who declared, chat although Providence 
had denied her the pleafure of beholding fucft 
happinefs, it -had not taken away the power of 
feeling it to the bottom of her heart. 

I flayed no longer after them than while I 
congratulated myfelf, and the courteous wi- 
dow, on the little adventure which had pafled 
at her inn, which I alTured her would render 
it notorious to me for ever ; and that I would 
make the* circuit of Wales, in much harder 
weather than it then was, to obtain fuch ano- 
ther night and morning. You, who are fo 
verfed in the nooks, corners, and bye-places 
of my character, will not doubt my ufing a 
direction I had obtained from the young 
weavers to pay them my refpedlis at home. I 
found them all aflembled at the houfe of Will 
Griffith, who told me with rapture, too great to 
help it overflowing at his eyes, that Kitty-s 
Lady had infilled on his not waiting for the 
happy day, while his labour (hould regain a 
fum, equal to what his friendfhip had fo pro- 
perly difpofed; but that (he would herfcif ad- 
vance fufficient to make them happy imme- 
diately, on condition that Kitty was to con- 
tinue her iituation, and Will himfclf to ac- 

' cept 
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ccpt an apartment in herhoufe j declaring, that 
fo many years attention to a poor, old, blind 
woman, who could not even move from one 
room to anothef, without the aid of that wor- 
thy girl, demamicd all the kind nefs fhe could 
Ihew her; obferving, moreover, that Griffith 
had, in his late journey, (hewnhimfelf fo deferv- 
ing of her, that fhe was refolved on the fatis- 
fedtion of knowing they were unit-ed before 
Ihe died ; and that fhe was, in fome meafure, 
the means of bringing them together. 

Fortunately, my dear friend, my engage* 
ments made me refidentiary in Shrewlbury, 
a fufficient time to witnefs this pleafant event ; 
but, I truly believe, that had no other point 
detained me, that one would not have fufFered 
me to depart, till I had ittefted the felicity of 
William and Kitty, 

It mud, neverthelefs, be confefled, that* 
were I in thefe Gleanings, addrelfing only tl;i9it 
part of your difpofition, which fits you to ^ 
•' Ihine in courts,*' and grace a drawiog-roohi,- 
it would have been finning, pad forgivenefs, to ? 
carry you into a common ale-houfe, and in- . 
ftead of leaving it after a little refreftimentj, . 
detaining you there all night, in low company; . 

but when I look on myfelfj, as making an 

u 4 app^l 
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appeal to that part of your charadcr, whic.h 
bids your beating heart exult in the happincfs 
of your humbleft fellow-creatures : amongft 
whom is often found, by thofe who are not too 
lofty nriinded to look for them, in lowly dwell- 
ings, thofe feelings of which the moft noble 
born might be proud. I have no fupercilious 
taunt to f^ar, but thp mqft ingenuous thanks 
to cxpecft, for thu5 ftopping, by the way, when- 
ever an honeft heart is to be pourtrayed^ whe- 
ther it is the property of a prinqe or peafa^t. 
Certain I am, that your afFedions have long 
fincc dropt your tributary guinea into the 
ambef bo:^, with ^ prayer that it may ncv^r be 
empty; that the notorious widow has, in 
your grateful fancy, received your nod* of rc- 
fponfe and apprpbarion ; ;hat poor DJtvy Mor- 
gan's tankard has been twice filled with gpo4 
wifhes, for the comforting draught he gave the; 
half-perifhcd poft-boyj that Will Griffith, 
and his friend have received your homage, for 
their adventure at the grate of Davy's prifon ; 
that even the blind old Lady has had your 
blefling;and that the young couple will be 
long remembered by your fympathifing heart. 
Adventures like thefe, my friend, are unim- 

• -. . . • * 

portant only4o thofe magnificent triflers, who 
think they are wife, when they^ are only vain ; 
^nd as miich of human comfort proceeds from 

' . humble 
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humble circumftanccs, we may juftly conclude 
. with the poet, in thofe enchanting lines I have 
fo often read to you ; and which are the more 
. appreciated^ inafmuch* as I loved the author^ 
l^eard them recited by his own lips, a very few 
weeks before I loft him for ever, and know 
how truly he felt, what, with fuch exquifitc 
beauty, he has defcribed: for Goldfmith was 
one of the very few poets of nature, who wrote 
only from his fenfations, and did not facrifice 
the plain hppefty of j^enuine feelings to decorate 
his rhimes. 

f Yes let the rich deride, the proud diftJaliii 
«* Thefc fimple bleffings of the lowly train, 
f* To OS more dear, congenial to the heart, 
** One native chairni, than al) the gloTs of art ; 
** Spontaneous joys, where nature has the play, 
** The foul adopts, and owns their firft-born fway .; 
•* Lightly they frolic o'er the vacant mind, 
** Unpnvied, unmolefted, unc6nfin^d«" 

With what energy and enthufiafm did the 
bard, though by no means a graceful reader, 
repeat the four laft vprfes ; and on the evening I 
heard them delivered, he threw down the ma- 
nufcript on his writing table, in his abrupt 
way, faying, " in troth, this is all as true as if it 
was in profe,*' and as I have faid before, and 
fhall continue to fay to the end of my life— % 

'< Thefe little things are great to little men V* 

Are 



Arc ficft you of his opiftif>n, my honoured 
c^refpondent ? 1 can anfwer for you in the 
ft^llcft afitrmativc; Long may yoii Fire to en- 
joy the joys of others ! — They are your own ; 
fyt with you> felf-loTe and (bcial are indeed 
tbefame. 



frnmrnm'^ 



LETTER XIX. 



TO THE SAME, 



You infift upon a copy of the lines> 
which were annexed to the *' Triumph op 
Benevolence/' — a triumph, which, you juftly 
obferve, Jonas Hanway ought to (hare with 
John Howard : 

** Divide the glory and partake the gale/* 

This applies well to my fubjed: ; and I re- 
member another verfe, no lefs applicable to 
myfclf on the occafion, 

** Bom for your vtk, Ilive but to obey yoo." 

An4, indeed, it feems no lefs a point of incli- 
liation, than of juftice, to attempt preventing 
the fate which commonly attends fugitive 
poems, when publifhed fingly, for, like the 
* fybyl's leaves, they are fcatrered about with 

the 

♦ So fays Lord Bolinbroke. 
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the winds and tides of occurrence, and, (with 
no difparageixient to my verfes be it fpoken — 
fince 'tis the deftiny of others^ which the loftieft 
mufe might be proud to own^) they are as 
frequently found at the bottom of one's trunk 
as in one's library ; and often, what we^ in vam, 
offer money for to our bookfeller, we get of 

our paftry-cook for nothing. 

• .^ 

The little monumental tribute offered to 
Hanway, indeed, might, perhaps, cfc^pe this 
annihilation, by the care which love of the 
man may have taken of it in the private cabi- 
nets of friendfhip ; and, 1 believe, it is to be 
found In feveral of the periodical and other 
public colledions of the year in which it ap- 
peared ; but, I own, I feel a fentiment too 
tender for vanity, that //, like the poem it fol- 
lows, fhould (land a chance to " travel down 
the flream of time,*' in a correfpondence with 
thee, 

** My guide, philoTopher, arid friend!" 

And fo, without more ado, I here fubjoin the 

STANZAS, 

SACRED TQ TH^ MEMORY OF JONAS HANWAY, ESQj 

AND thou blcft Hanway ! long thy country's prayer. 

Exulting now in kindred worlds above -, 

Co*heir of Howard I d«ign the moic to bear, 

Tbo' angels greet thee with a brother's love. 

Far 
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Far, tho' removed from this diminilh'd earth, 
A crown of glory beaming on thy brow ; 

The God who fix'd it there to note thy worth. 
Bids the rapt lyre with all thy fpirit glow. 

And, ah ! behold what grateful myriads come, 
While tears of extacy and anguiih flow ; 

Their blended incenfe pouring on thy tomb. 
To mark an empire's joy, an empire's love* 

Clofe to thy Howard, O congenial (hade. 
On the pore column ihall thy buft be plac'd ; 

Though deep in every bofom is pourtray'd 
Thofe holy records time fliall ne'er erafe. 

The! generoqs plan that public virtue draws. 

The fair'defign that charity imparts ; 
The genius kindling in religion's caufe, 

dferifh their champion in our faithful hearts. 

At Hanway's buft the Magdalen ihall kneel, 
A chaften'd votary of compaffion's dome * : 

With pious awe, the holieft ardours feel. 
And blefs the founder of her peaceful home. 

And O Philanthropy ! thy heaven-rais'd fane +, 
Shall oft avow the good man's zeal divine, 

When bounty leads a poor and orphan train 

To clafp their little arms round Hanway's ftyine, 

Tranfccndent energies of grace fubJime, 

Whofe magic goodnefs work'd with double power ; 

Cradled the out-caft babe, who knew not crime. 
And bade the fmner turn and bluih no more! 



• The Magdalen Koure« f FottAdTuif Hofpiul. 
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Ah! full of honours, as of years, farewell I 

Thus, o'er thy a{he8,.(hall Britannia figh; 
lachagc, each fex, thy excellence fliall tell, 

WW^ taught the young to live, the old to die. 



LETTER X3P^ 

TO THE SAME. 



You thank me for my poetry, with- 
out being aware into what a fcrape your ac- 
knowledgments have led you. The grant of 
one requeft paves the way for frclh application, 
I have a rcfiftlefs defire to fend you more ef- 
fulions of the mufc ; and fo far from being of 
the general opinion, that a little of verfe fhoula 
be relieved by a great deal of profe, I think the 
mind is never fo well difpofcd to receive poetic 
impreflion, or rather, to feel impreflion conti- 
nued, as when it has been touched and warmed 
yjtlready by the fubjefts worthy of the lyre : or, if 
the emotion already excited fhould be found too 
folemn, the gayer mufe may be permitted to 
ftep in and foften, but not deftroy, the pathos. 
For thefe reafons I have chofen this letter for 
the infertion of fome fpontaneous lines, which 
have not yet met your eyes, or thofe of the 
public. You have loi^ fince, I truft, agreed 
to accept my correfpondence as a literary ca-* 
binct, in which . ^ am permitted to place, for 

your 
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your amufertient and infbrmationj ti^Aatever 1 
can find worthy of prefervation ; pcradvcnturc 
I may fometimes fend you articles, which you 
may deem neither proper objeds of curiofityor 
care j in which cafe I muft appeal from the 
feverity of your judgment to the lenity of 
your candour. What I have now to give, in- 
deed, is, I confefs, not a little out of time, as 
you. may one day know, buf has the advantage 
of being perfedly in place ; for it happened 
in this very country, in this very town, that 
I felt the emotions defcribed in the following 
ftanzas. You will confider me in one of my 
foliloquy perambulations by the fea-iide, and 
Itoy mind ftrongly faftened on by many of thofe 
bitter reflections v(hich baffled, at intervalsi 
all the powers: I invoked to difpel them* 
Placing me in j&ich a fituation^ you. will not 
deem the fenfations, I indulged, for a few mo- 
ments unnatural ; nor were they the left ftrong 
or fincere, for being made, ^ they were, in 
verfe. Though profe has been deemed, per- 
haps falfely, the language of truth; that di- 
vine power lofes none of her charms by bor-^ 
i'owing a drefs. from poefy ; 

I- * i 

ON the brink of the beach, as I iilently roam'di . z 

My forrows I mark'd on tho^wave-foftcn'^ fe^^d ; . "" 
liCtad blew the wild winds, and the white billows foiam'd^ 

Aivi tiuew ttfe fait fleets of *furf on fkt ftraiKT. ' 

Fall 



Paft flow*d m die tide, yet regardtefi 1 ttooS, 
And ftn the wBke billoin achancd to^nj 6et ;> 

ThefaBdwnadcs q£ i«rr9«F were loft ia the floods 
And the fpray of thcLftotvn .Qn my hacaboibm beafi^ 

In the ftory of woe not a tfaooght'eotikid tracer 
Not the wrtck.o£ a wori-Kuid I iaid to thg fe x > ■ • 

Ah! if thus .you theflory ofi woe can e£Bice,, 
Your bounty might Aire be extended to me ! 

If here I reroiiovon thy bilUw-beat fhorc^ 
No friend near at hand, in falfe pity to fave* 

Sly woes, like their ffory, wouM qaickJybc o*eri 
Aniboth awe so theOj ibafmiog ocean! a gmve* 

The biflow roll'd on, when fomething nvitBiUt 
More ftrong than the ocean thus ftem'd to reply 1 

Man rti mUwier/BaU do'^e^'ttk in fonow *tis fin J 
I felt the command, and obcy'd with a figh* 

Ah, tny friead ! may noae of the incidents^ 
to which feixfibility is heir, tempt your firm 
mind, b€yx)nd it&ftrength, even for a moment; 
hutji if it ihctrid, (as our fouls, no Lefs than 
our bodies,, are very " fearfully ami wonder* 
fully made,") may the facrcd order, mention- 
ed .in the concluding (latoza of thefe fca^iichs 
verfes, iftiprefe you alfo with an awfyl. fenfe 
of their jjeing amongft the words fpoteen by 
: .. 6 God, 
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God, and give you energies to bear the mifc- 
Ties of life. — I cannot but take notice of the 
ufc of thofe great truths, which it is the part 
of education to engrave on our memories, 
while that regifter is moft favorable to im- 
preffion. The moral fentiments which we re- 
ceive in childhood " grow with our growth 
and ftrength :•• they are fo many leflbns for 
the government of the heart in which they 
are fixed ; every precept, we are taught to trea- 
fure up in our memories, in the earlieji pe- 
riods of our lives, comes by degrees into prac- 
tice, and ferves not only to aflift us to fubdue 
vice, but to animate virtue, till ftie feels proud 
of her difficulties. And hence, I am ferioufly 
led to believe, that we derive more real good, 
real virtue, and real wifdom, from that little 
fyftem of morals, which we gather from the 
firft books that are put into our hands (after 
we lay afide our horn- books and primers) 
than from all our elaborate ft u dies afterwards ; 
and I am perfuaded more true heroes, ftatef- 
men, and which is far better than either, ho- 
neft men, have been formed by -Sfop, Phaedrus, 
Gay, and Robinfon Crufoe, and by the hif- 
tories which take only half a day in readings 
than were ever modelled by thofe hiftorie* 
which demand the ftudy of half a life; and 
it has long been a doubt with hie, whether 

Jack 
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Jack the Giant Killer has not made more cou- 
rageous officers, and better generals, (I am 
fure he has lefs mifchicvous ones) than Julius 
Caefar, or Alexander the Great. 

For myfelf, I confefs, I am indebted to the 
poets, whofc maxims wer0 imprirlttd oti my 
infant mind, for the heightening of every joy^ 
and meliorating every forrow, that has befallen': 
me fincc ; and I ' particularly • reraembcri that 
feme paflagcfi from Robinfoit ' Grufoe tended 
more cfFeftuaily to fettle my mind to th^ dif- 
pcnlations of Providence, on the evening of 
the day in .which I /wTotc the verfes th^t Uq^^ 
cqmpany this- letter, than^ perhaps^ it wouIiir> 
have been in the.power of Scnc(ta,.Socrateii, or} 
any of the moft renowned philofophers, of an-. ^ 
cient or modera days, to afford mc. : j 

■■•'•• » ^ ■ . ] . ' - .i 

'.-■'. • • '^- ■• < • * 

In fine, my friend— ♦if : we : tffxpc<ft plcafurc, 
wc muft make up our minds to pain. They^ toe- 
twins, and Dr. Young is right: 

'* Complain of grief! complain tliou 'ix% a man I 

:*« Our only lefibn is to leam to fufifer, 

*' And he who knows not that, wu born for 
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TO THE SAMEi 



You may liavc perceived, my dear 
friend^ that iince I have been taking you out 
of Wales, we have been gradually taking leave 
alfoofour obfcrvations on that principality : 
in fhort, I do not remember any other point* 
which are gleanaUe.y With refped: to the an- 
cient and modern hiflory of the country, it is^ 
weM known to you : hiik^ries, indeed, 6it\tTy 
cOumry,. are fo numerous, that a reader is 
jAiEzkd so makeiiis^^elcdiion. But the fault 
te be found .with almoft all biographical wri« 
tings> is not morctitheir.nitttnber than their 
bulk, which, is^ for the moft party produced 
bjr extraneous matter; libit more heccflary to the 
body V politic^ w^han an excrefcenee to the . 
body natural. Hiftprians indulge ^themfelves 
in thefe fuperfluities. from various motives ; 
amongft which national prejudice, and the de- 
firc,-iibc necefiity^ or the pjdde, of becoming, at 
once,, a great folio or quarto author^ are not 
the leaft. 

I have 
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I have oftcii thought that all the hiftorieu 
flow extant/ with reljjed to the fadls really 
neccflary to defcribe the produftlons of art, or 
nature, or the progreffive rife and fall of ftates, 
or their fuddcn rcvoluti<>nSi might be com- 
prcffed, without being crouded into, at moft, 
the number of volumes allotted to the hiftory 
of any particular country, according to the 
modern fafbioti of wtiting. 

By w)ay of cxanfipie,,Iet us take that of Eng- 
land. Wdiitd it not be better to give the fafts 
in the llrongeft and ftiorteft way : offer the 
inferences iivthe fame ftyle, ind leave the re- 
flexions in a great meafure to the reader ? It 
would at leAft be a dcceo^. compliment to his 
underftandingt 2ind^fa!ve him money. If, in- 
deed, il;Coiitld be j^roy^,: that the rejBedions 
made by tke btftorian^ Mr. A., were xjcdfive, 
and would. fectie the reader'j^ -mind on the. fub^ 
jeA, it would be mighty welU but unluckily 
the hiftoriar^, Mr. B. comes upon you with 
feven 01 eight more volumes of rcflediona, ia 
which he flatly contradidls the hiflorian, Mr. 
A. and throivs the reader ii). a flraitfbctwiixt 
two«. N0W4 ^.no man tumbles into a. diffi* 
culty, without accepting any help that is of* 
fercd him to get out of it, the poor jfcadcr 

X 2 fecks 
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1 - . • ■ 

« 

feeks the aid of the hiftorian, Mr, C. who re- 
futes t^e reafoning of the other two with fo 
much good writingi that after the like quantity 
of good readings the (ludent wiihes to fix his 
ikith on this middle man, in the hope of going 
fafe and fure between the two other extremes. 

Unfortunately, however, fome judicious 
friend or other recommei^ds to him, as a better 
guide than either of the three, that admirable 
hiftorian, Mr. D* whp, with great force of 
language, gives the lie direct to Jill that went 
bbfbre him, and ekher awes ^oj /rjghtens hii^ 
' readers into a belief pf him on\y.\ And here 
perhaps be might fix his biographical creed, 
but that another friend ptits into his hand the 
excellent work of jhe hiftorian; Mr. 'E. in 
whom thefpirit af comradidion is -no lefs ful- 
minating agatnft the other bctrayefs'*'of the 
truth. By the greateft: good fortune,* however, 
he. mcetft in the hiftorian, Mr. F. a ftrift 
conformity of opinibn with MelTrs. A. arid B. 
diflenting oBly in *a lew points. He very na- 
turally wiflies, therefore, to come to a fort of 
compromife wkh thefc three hiftorians, by 
dividing his faith between them: but, alas! 
whije he is making up his mind to this, he h 
toM of a production foperiof to all that ever 

went 
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went before, or fliall come after — even the 
work of that delegable hiftorian, Mr. G. ^an 
author, he is aflured, who carries the energies 
of convidion in every page, and who does 
not merely diftance his* competitors in the 
biographical career, but is to keep them out of 
the reader's fight for ever. He fcts " doggedly 
down," as Johnfon calls it, to this grand un- 
dertaking, and reads it with an eagerneft pro- 
portioned to his expectation of being made 
eafy for life, on the article of his hiftorical faith: 
he is fafcinated with the ftyle, the chararfers^ 
and the piAurefque embellilhments, and with 
< winter •s hard reading, gets to the end of the 
libolc; but by no means, to the end of his 
labours; for, in the courfe of the performance, 
he finds fo' many reafons to dilbelievc what he 
before credited, and to credit what others 
taught him to dilbelieve, that confufion is con- 
founded; and Chaos is, indeed, come again. 
What fhall he do next ? Much ftudy, and many 
many authors have made him almofl mad. 

But in this diftrafted ftatc he finds relief, 
only, in trying to ejed the mafs of contrary 
opinions from his head, and to try j(|hat fcience^ 
ao lefs hard in literature than in love, *^td forget. 

X3 He 



He is reduced to the ridiculous neceHlty of 
mailing a memorandum not to remember I 

Perhaps, he now givps himfelf a fummer*^ 

rcccfs from reading hiftorics j but is taken by 

furprife in the >yin?pr ; to enrich which therp 

is put forth in weekly numbersYp complcat a 

hiftory, on an entire new plan, and by a fo- 

ciety of gentlemen, amongft whom are thofc 

ivclUknown hiftorians^ Meflrs. H. I. J. K. 

L. M, N. O. and feveral other illuftriou^ 

perfonages of the Alphabet^ that as it is to 

be paid for imperceptibly^ and to anfwcr the 

great end of fixing his hiflorical belief on aq, 

immoveable bafis^ he fnufl: needs become both 

purchafer and reader. Amongft fo ni^ny coun-? 

fellors it is to be fuppofed there muft b<e wif-. 

dom, efpecially as nioft of them arc marked 

put to the public by fome honorary diftindions f 

fuch as A. M. D. t). LL. D. F.R- S. &c. &c. 

But before the numbers are h^^ completed, 

he makes ^ dilcpvery not a liale mortifying to 

^ man >i^ho has been at fuch pains to get at the 

truth ; namely, that this very gentlemanly aflb- 

ciation are airy nothings, to whom the pub- 

lifher has given ^ local habitation, and a name 

Ipgive plaufibilitv to a catchpenny performance. 



Aiid^flow fot the firft time he makes an api 
proach tdwards comfort, by feeling hi^. indigo 
nation excited againft the fabricators of thefc 
fplendid nonentities. 

At length, hajnng tried all the hxftorians from 
great A, to t n nf^ff f m wd^ he perceives there is n^ n*cy 
efcaping from the pdz^Ie, but by felefting his 
own h&s^ forming his <)wn conclufions, and 
putting a little truft in: his own reafon and 
judgment. 

For aH which coniideratibnsj I fliall not pre-* 
tend to point out io yon inother Hiftory of 
fengland isind-Wales. 1 flwtll fimply obferve, 
that old Carodoc's book, obfolete as now it may 
be though;^ fcems t9 me to have been the 
grand fource from whence all fucceeding 

biograpHefs hivi A^Wn thetf maSt uleful in- 
fbrmatien. / " ; . 

- :'■. ^' •»**! V..'-- -'.»■...■..•-■.; 

' • ' '* T^mS iWijrfty lies ia aWeft.?' 



•* ••»' 



. X^itOrthisrhtf^oaicaJl w^ll of 5 Caro^oCp authora 
ha;vfe4ctd(?wi> their empty buc^et^j for more 
^^.^^f^.¥¥yi: ^4-«<^awn them up full, but 
^ijgb^ the/^hfliVf drank largely, they have 
,..,.5^^. w X 4. fsldom. 
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feldorn had the gratitude^ or hondly to coufcft 
^o whom they wciJrc indebted. 

Thus, mv valuable friend, we have travelled 
together, irregularly, indeed, and without' 
^Xiy fettled dircdions, but, I truft, not un- 
plcafantly ; nor wholly unprofitably ; and for 
g coiifiderablc time, over one of the molt de- 
lightful countries in the univerfe. In our little 
|our, we have been diligent to add a iheaf to 
the copious harveft already carried home, to 
the great ftorehoufe of the Britifti empire, who 
ought to be proud of the bright, and beautiful 
appendage, which we . have beep gleaning. W^ 
have picked up fq|iiet)iing fpi-,the head, an4 
for the hcar^ 

^ ?« Try'd what the open, what the covert yidds." 

i 

and, I truft,you would join my regrets in lud^ 
ding Cambria adieu, did you not alfo join mc 
in the hope that we Ihall one day fte the ori« 
ginal of the pi^hir^a vhofe principal features I 
have copied, and fee it together. Meaptifn^, I 
cannot better take my leaVe of it than by 'ebn« 
firming with the nioft grateful fatisfaffion the 
following juft and iummary -account, that 'the 
Welch are vpry Jiofpitablei mA the people nn 
jgeneral, very obliging to grangers ; that they 

are 
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are willing to tell every thing that belongs to 
their country, ready to Ihew all that is worth 
feeing, and to give you hearty invitations to 
refrefli you by the way. In ' a word, they re* 
ceivx you well in their, houlesj treat you vciy 
hiandfomelyj and leave you nothing to defirc 
while you are their gueft. 

Farewell then to this gentle country^ anJ 
#— farewell to you« 



• . » 
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LETTER xmr. 

TO tHE SAMI* ' 

The cffefl of contraft is univcrfalfy. 
confcfled, and its power could not, Be well 
called forth, more imprcffively on the eye, the 
heart, and- the imagination, thaji by a rapid 
fratrtfition, from tbe beiautlfijt fnountains of 
North and South Wales, tiT 'Ai^'evcrlafting 
fiats of Holland ; from the exquilite wood*- 
lands and vallies of Brecknock, and the fub^ 
limities of Snowden and Plinlimmon to the 
uniform levels of land and water, which fo 
juftly entitle the greater part of the terri- 
tory of the Dutch to the epithet amphibia 
ous. I write to you asnidfl pro(pe(5ls and 
places fo very different from thofe I have re- 
cently left and defcribed, that it almofl feems 
as if I was addreding you from a new world. 
The paufe, however, which has been allowed 
to my communications, (more than iix months 
having elapfed lincc I laft wrote) will evince 
that I do not prefume to give you new pidures 
of new people and new places, till I have 
given time to finifh the drawings, and prefent 
tkikHTH you tolerable likenefles. In a word, 

the 




the flop that has happened in our corre- 
fpondence, may ferve to Ihew, that I hold my 
purpofe of continuing to be a refidentiary tra- 
veller here, as well as elfewhere, and that I 
defign to glean the Continent in the fame di-» 
ligent and deliberate way, that I have gleaned 
particuUr parts of our beautiful ifland. 

A French tourift gives his readers the fol- 
lowing curious reafon for not making any re- 
marks upon Holland. ** I can give you/' fays 
he, " very little that is new refpefting a coun- 
try, which, in truth, has no refemblance to any 
other; but of which a fuificient knowledge 
may be gained, without having fcen it at all| 
for the little inftiiidion k can fupply.** 

■ 

Now thijs very circumftance, of a country 
refembling no other, U the molt convincing 
one that could be given, that it nnAift afford 
the greatefl novelty of pbfervation ; and fo far 
from a truth is it^ that be who has not feen» 
or read of it, can have a competent idea of 
it, that I do not believe there is a country 
in the whole world that is lefs to be guefled 
at, or that is more &rtile of curious, aimufing, 
or inflrudive r.emarks. Much has ceftainl^jr 
l^ecn £iid of it,, ini^ch. rcxttains to be fyj^. , it 

has 
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Has yielded plentiful crops, but it will ftill 
yield no (canty gleanings. Remember this is 
laid on the experlenceof half a year's refidencc 
ift the Republic, before I even begin to write 
down what I have feen, felt, or underftood: 
ahd during this fpace of time I have examined 
what others afTert with no lefs zeal than induf* 
try, and with cxadly the view that led me to 
infped all the publications refpecling Wales, 
namely, to render my own the better, the wifer, 
and the more entertaining by their afHilance, 
whenever it could be called in to ftrengthen, 
enrich, or illuftrate — a view which will guide 
ahd govern mc to tTie end of my journeyings, 
eVen though I ihould purfue them to the end 
of the earth. 

' The ancient hiftory of this country is liable 
t6 the complaint I brought againft that of Eng* 
land/ being fwelled from odtavos to Quartos, 
from quartos to folios, and running from five 
volumes to five and twenty per work. Being 
firmly perftfaded, that the elTencc of all this 
may be cdhfelidated in at moft five and twenty 
pages, I truft you will accept of what follows, 
on the rife and progrefs of diis lingular coun-»' 
trfv^QCl its original inhabitants.: . It will, at 
IdUl^ .&m you. a great deal of. u|iptx>fitablei 

:tri reading. 
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reading, and give you in a fingle mornings or 
evening, as much information, as I have been 
able to colled): from a month's ft udy. . Nor will 
it, I trufl, prove Unamufing to, one who attends 
fo much as you do to the infancy of mtn and 
things. 

'■■■'■ 
About a century^ then, before the con;imoii 

jsera, the Cimbrians and Tutons fuddenly expa* 
triated themfelvcs froni the Cherfoncfus^ now- 
known by the names of Jutland, aixd the ifles 
of Conan^ at prefent denominated Denmark* 
A violent and unexpected inundation, as it is 
faid, but more probably tooexceflive a popula- 
tion for their nacive country to fupport, or per- 
bapS| an ambition, to eftabliih in.another, in- 
duced this lingular emigration. Be chat as it 
xnay, men, women, and children, of all ages and 
deicriptions, bjd an everlafting adieu to the^ 
places of their birth; and, like ^ tprfj^nt.over**. 
Ilowing its banks, they carried away with chcm 
almoft every thing, and every body in their 
path^ for divers odier nations incited by their 
example, and, perhaps, inftigatcd alfo by fimi- 
lar motives, joined them on die way, and 
j^edily afibciating, entered into the fpirit of 
jl^is romantic expedition. 

Amongft 
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Amwigft the pcrfons whom tKi?fe. rovers 
met with Iri their paflage, were the anceftors of 
the people, in whofe country! have now begun 
to make my hiftorical Gleanings. 

The old Batavians were the more ready to 
enter themfelves volunteers in this adventure, 
as their own country, ever more or lefs at the • 
mercy of the mighty waters, was, at that par- 
ticular moment, invaded hy an influx of the 
German ocean, which threatened not only their 
goods and habitations, but their lives. Thtf 
Roman hrftory (hews us the ravages which 
thefe wandering multitudes committed in Spain 
and -ih Gaul, and how, for a length of tirhe^ 
they triumphed over atf tlii^ generals which the 
imperial ;ch:y fent to dpjioti them, tilt tha^ . 
memorable epoch, when Marius extermiiiajca 
■With fire ana fword the innu.iherabTe Iw'arnis 
that covered the provirfcfeS.''''' " ' * '*'* '■ \^ 

" The Coufltiics^,"^cftn %1^ertife'tiiefe felttbamfh- 
ed banditti ^Sfnie, '.rerrtaThed' iittej-ty *dep6j3ui 
lated; Thd^^-li tiff feV^ialagts after, tha^ 
another fet ^ ci^giii^is f^i'iecf thfe' finie'coun- 
tty; and"r6fe,*by degreei?, a comparatively 
happy and fuccefsfulriitloir/o^tVeverygrbund 
lyhqri? ib many thoufands of former adven- 
^ . turcfs 



tiirers had pexiChed, the vi(5lim& of their arnbu 
tion. The Cyrobrian natiop, till that period, 
appealed to be annihilated. ; Ta^ifus infornas 
us, that, in his time, there leipain^d only thf 
menvory of their enterprise. 

The Batavians inhabited the banks of the 
Adriana, now called the Ader, a river which 
runs between Hefle, and the country t)f 
Waldcc. Thcfe people, long harrafled by 
their avaricious ' and ambitious enemies, the 
Cates, refolved to explore a more peaceable 
fituation. The great ifle of Rhine, as it was 
then called, and which, as I have already ob^ 
ferred, had loft its inhabitants, was the place 
t6 which thefc^ new adventurers direfted their 
fleps. Encouraged and conduced by the chieft 
ef their religion ; they landed, under favour 
of a profperous voyage', on t?hat part of thi 
ifland which had been deferted ^ and^ fatisfied 
with a country that had been forfaken by iti 
original inhabitants, they determined upon 
fettlement. The plan was attended with fiich 
fuccefs, that, although we find, in fubfequent 
a^^s, various mother peopk fixing there alfo, 
thefc new colonifts, alone, r^ndared the land 
they occupied tunotoLQ, and it wars onty tkefe 
wiio gave it the name of Batavia« ' 
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A Ihort dcfcription of this illand of RkiMf 
us it was anciently, called, is neceffary; and 
the bed I can glean for you is, ^that it is ^ 
country detached from the Continent by the 
Rhine : the right arm of the fiver ftill prefervci 
its name^ and, according to general opinion, 
rolted its rapid waves into ihe bofom of the 
ocean, from the place now called Katwick. 
The left arm is denominated the Waah^ 
"whofe flreams prcfcntly, join thoff^ of the 
Meufe, which alfo finds its way to the fea by 
another vaft opening. Hence it appears^ that 
Batavia, now the United Provinces, extended 
about twenty-feven leagues in length, and fcvcn 
in breadth. Many refpedable authors coii«f 
tend for a greater fcope. Some infifl, tha,t the 
left arm of the river, which loft itfelf-at KaU 
wick, fubdivided into feveral other branches, 
which formed a variety of lakes, the moft,con-» 
fiderable of which was called Flero, and a 

clufter of fmaller iflands, of which the .rooft 

• 

important was that of Schelling. . . . 

* . . . ■ 

• • • • ■ 

It is certain, then> what was anciently called 
Bauvia, included a very great part of the pro^* 
viaces of Guelderland, Holland, and Utreoht..' 
At the fame time it fecms to be an i^inioni' 
wholly unfounded^ that the Batavians were 

long 



long' content- vrith the .fciitumfcribed limits 
which was bounded -by: th^ left arm of the 
Rhine. They pai&d ipto what ^va^ then called 
Belgic Gaul, bet w€<?n t he Meufe and the WaahL 
They foion poflcflfed thcnifelyes of the whole 
of 'Quelderlartd a'hdiHolland, land fpread them-i 
kiv-dh oifet' the delightful country now derid- 
mihtte* the -dutchy of Clever. *^ Thete i& rea^ 
Ibii' to -believe they carried their dltffelifhments 
' evth -fts ar Wi 2ifftriind;^afe le^ft'fo much of it 
as Va:^ then habitable :^ arid, in fliort, it is ma- 
iilfeft,'thitthe pe^le which the Romans called, 
p^trtiaps, la little- d(5n-ftifedly, Bacavians, formed 
by "fir the greater piait of the ancient inhabi- 
tants vif the United States of Holland. 



I 



' The people cotfed Fi?ce2:elaiii(}ers:made their 
appearance, on the ftage,, about the fame timej 
zi^aA^ a no le&rijilpof tant firenb fii th6 gr^at 
drama of politics^ They poffeflTed the provinces 
of Freezelandi Overyffeli and parts adjacent* 
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You, will join .my exclafnation about, th^ 
progrefs oif this extraordinary race of powers ! 
Originally a horde of miferable ^ wanderers 
quitting one inhofpitable foil for another ;' 
chufing an apparently impradlicable fpot^ and 
attaching themfelves to it, as if proudly deter- 
mined tp make the barren ground, arid a world 
v,-,V0L. r. Y under 



under water, fruitful, even to abuikkotcc. Is 

it fcarccly to be credited thcfe arc the propICf 

who on a tremlfling quagmire founded a vomfit 

noble city, in defpite a$ it^were of nature her- 

fcif, than the imperial ■ r - ■ " ■ ? for who that 

has feen Amfterdam, but muft giitf^ k Cbc prt^ 

ference to Peterlburgh ? Th^rct is tru^fubUnoity, 

in the idea of fupporting one; of j^e.ippftmag^ 

niificent cities in Eu^qpe, on rafts^ Qf^ tifn|i^ 

placed upon an enoitpous bog t M^fitpr^df 1^ 

is compelled: to borrow jftrength ff pt^ infi?gipa^. 

tion, to believe fuch a miracle, wrought by tl)fl 

toil» indpftry, ^vA perfcverance. of human b<* 

ings ! And infleec^ rc^fon feems to l^n^[gl<| 

againfl her own convidkion. when (he fandUon^ 

every word of the following apoftrophei— 

*» Hew wondeiful!" fays the author of it, 

" that in a country without a (lone or a pebfcilfi 

(here (hould be ftone edifices the mod tnag^ 

nificent ! without f^refts, or an oak tree (two 

little woods excepted) the Dutch na^ fhould 

be the fecond in the world ! that without arable 

(and they Ihould ' fupply half Europe with 

corn,, arid with a tra<9: of country fcarccly larger 

tlian an Engliihi county, they fhould raifc 

pieh'and money to make themfelves of.im- 

porrt^rice in the eyes of the firft pow^r* in 

CKriifehdbm !•• 

• 1 1 J /. J . 1^ . . . . , . • ' • ..•I 
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How often, my friend, when I have feen the 
truth of thefe obfervations> have I called to 
mind a molt beautiful remark of the excellent 
Dr. Johnfon, on the united efFeds of revolu- 
tion, induftry> and pcrfcverance ! "The power 
of perjijiing is indeed afloni(hing» firice all the 
performances of human art, at which we loolc 
witti praife or wonder, are inftances of the re- 
fittlefs force of perfeverancc. It is by this 
that the quarry becomes a pyramid, and that 
dil^ant countries are united by canals. If a 
man were to compare the firft efFcd of a fingic 
ftroke of the pick-axe or fpade, with the ge- 
neral defign and laft efFed, he would be over- 
whelmed by a fcnfe of their difproportion^ 
yet thefe petty operations, inceflantly continued, 
at laft furmount the grcateft difficulties, and 
mountains are levelled, and oceans bounded, by 
the flcnder force of human beings !'• 

The people we are confidering^ ftrongly illuf- 
ttate thefe fentimehts, more particularly where 
ir is coWfidcrea, that their ftrcceflbrs arc almoft 
the only race now in Europe, who have pre- 
ferred, amidft all the convulfions of paflion 
a»d of power, their liberty and their country. 

The beft manner in which I have ever known 
tkit honourable truth explained, is to recol- 
Ittd:, that the jftate itfeif was founded on li- 

^ a berty 
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berty and religion, that it was reared by in- 
duftry and oeconomy, and has flourilhed by 
its commerce and lituation. The bigotted 
maxims of Philip the Second, the introduAion 
of the inquifition, and the eredling fourteen 
new bifliopricks in thfe Low Countries ; the 
unrelenting rigour of Cardinal Granville, and 
the fucceedihg cruelty of the Duke of Alva, 
together with the council of twelve, called 
the Council of Blood, and the execution of 
(founts Egmont and Horn, were the caufes 
w;hich drove the people to throw off the yoke, 
And gave rife to the union of Utrecht. Perfe^ 
^K^erin^ valour, joined to the political aflidance 
of other powers, has been tKe means of prc- 
fervirig their independence, while the decline 
of the Venetian navy has niade them the 
common /cay riers of Europe, knd the wars 
of Flanders, and fituation of Holland, Have 
confpired ..to render it what it now is.— 
The Dutch, likewife, by the fucccfs of their 
arms againft the Portuguefe in India, and by 
their treaties with the natives, in procefs of 
timej, drew the whole trade of India from Lif- 
bon, \yhich was before the ftajjle of the trade . 
to the eaft. 

Holland, moreover, is moll admirably fitutatcd 
for the. commerce of the Baltic^, which includes 

.; Nprway, 
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-iJbfway, Denmark,. Sweden, Ruflia; Poland, 
and the North coaft of. Germany, lavhile they 
fend merchandife into the interior parts of the 
empire, and Auftrm- Netherlands,: >y;:Thofe 
watqry mines of w^kh,jJto them, the Maes, the 
Rhine,- aod the 5cheld.~Thus you peixeive 
the. great^efsj an^j nrwcl): of the vigour, of . this 
coiintry has arifen -from a wonderful concufw 
rciice of favourable . circumftances — - from a 
Jong.courfe of time— frorti the confluence of 
^Irangeirsi driven either by pcrfecution, or inr 
vitied by the credit of their government — from 
the theapnefs of carriage, by medium of their 
canals — from the low intereft of money, and 
dear^efs of land, which corifequently turn 
ipecie into trade — ^^from particular traffic car- 
xie4:on at particular places, each town valuing 
itfelf for fome branch of trade : as for in- 
;{b|nce — Delft for the Dutch porcelain, Sardam 
for (hip-building, Rotterdam for the Scotch 
and Englilh trade ; Amfterdam for that of the 
Straiti^, ,Sp^n, and the Eaft-Indies ; and the 
whole province for the herring fifliery. . They 
are alfo indebted much to their iptenfe appli- 
cation to their navy, to the vaft nurferies, for 
their failors^ and to their oriental acquifi- 
tions. Such arc the circumfts^nccs that have 

y 3 confpirec^ 
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confpired to make this little Republic (he ad^ 
miration of the world. 

When I next write to you, wc will rcfomc 

• 

cur iketche^ of the ancient inhabitants, the 
founder and fore&thers of this lingular coun*- 
tiy: particularly in their cxcrcifcs, cuftoms, 
drefles, and habitations, in all which we fhall 
tlifcovcr a much ftronger refcmblance to our 
own progenitors, than all our good couotryw 
men may^ be difpoled to allow. AHUiedly^ 
my worthy compatriots ought to be the moft 
grateful people to the Great Fountain of aU 
good things of any upon the face of the earthy 
for the ftay-at-homc part of them, which is 
always the majority, cannot be ^rfsaded that 
he has imparted the light of his eounce* 
nance, ov fed with his replenifhing hand, any 
of their fcllow-crcaturcs, in a nearly equal dc- 
gree. The happy ifland they inhabit has alone^ 
they fuppofe, enjoyed his favour ; and to tell 
them that there are in any other parts of the 
univerfe, as bright a Iky, as gcnerous^ a foil, 
wholefome laws, as beauteous proipefts, hearts 
as brave, hands as ingenious, or head;^ as wife, 
would be confidered as amongft thofe liberties, 
which travellers^ like poets, are allowed to take 

with trutl^» 
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I mull own the inflammable parts of my 
nature are apt to take fire, when I hear my 
friend John Bull thus drcfs out for univerfal 
admiration and homage his idol^ Old England^ 
and applying a verfe of Pope^ I cannot but 
alk— 

** Has God, thou fool ! workM folely for thy good ? 

And I am convinced, my friend, amongft the 
bed advantages of travel, fhould be reckoned 
its enabling us to " vindicate the ways of 
God/' by firfl: difcovering and then defcribing 
the impartiality of his beneficence, not only as 
to his creatures, but as to the climates appointed 
for their refidence ; and thus proving that he 
is, ^ an equal God, the God of all.'* 

AoiElTi 
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TO THE SAME. 



lOU juftly Charge me with a digreflion 
in my laft letter, and at the fame time honour- 
ably acquit me» . In giving you the hiftpry of 
the prefent: flourifliinj (late of .the cprnmcrce, 
and its caufes,. I have a little anticipated that 
part of my information, which ftiould hav^ 
becQ gleaned afterwards : but the obfcrvations 
appeared appofite to the place where they ar^ 
introduced, and I think none of thei^ effedls caa 
be loft by your being in pofTeflion of them n 
few pages fooner. 

Let us now take up the tangled thread of 
the early hiftory of the Batavians. Originally 
Germans, they partook their cuftoms, man- 
ners, and language, frequently their names, and 
commonly their interefts. They were as 
Yoric would fay of them, " of the firft order 
of lizcs/' their limbs mufcular, their fhoulders 
broad, their eyes blue ; yet their countenances 
fierce: better able to endure the rigours of 
cold, than the languors of heat ; penury than 

care; 



care ; the fatigues of plcafure in the cKace> ancL 
the pleafures'of ambition, or. of plunder in the 
toils of war, than the: labpucs of agriculture 
and domeftic oecononjy. Xh^y could nwre 
oafily fupp6rt famine} itjfelf, than, the corrod^^ 
ifigs of forrow, . from which, indeed^ they^ 
were -pretty fecure, while, tbei'e was enougb^ 
kft on the ficc Pif» the eftrth to faftairt .its in- 
habitants^:.. The jpld Ba(avians» like the, Arab$» 
<k)uid ncyer wint what othets could fupj)ly^. 
The fpontaneous good, which nature refufed. to 
beftpw, ready. cut and dried to their hands^, in 
the country they. had. now made -their own, 
they fought and feized upon without any 
diftiniTtipa of meum and tuum, in another. 
And, indeed, whatever could not be had with-* 
out trouble at home, they, raviftied abroad r 
the law of might overcoming right, being the 
only one thdy acknowledged : and I fancy, my 
friend, this fummary code was pretty univer"-* 
fally adopted in all the countries of the globe, 
till the favage of our own fpecies, or man. in a 
ftate of nature,; and as the caftle builder, 
Rouflcau, calls it, a ftate of eqiisllity, was taught 
a very different leflbh of jutifprudcnce. Na:-* 
tural man, and man made focial, no doubt are' 
different fort of perfons, but with all tl\e 
boafted refinements, cmlizationsi and meliora*^ 

tions 



Horn of the bttcr; what a iavag^. he mufi! (lilt be 
tti tequire fo many.thoufiihd Yolumes, ads of 
parliament» flatutes, at little, and atlafge^ tc» 
keep the ftill unfubdued part of his nature^ 
eommonly boned!! Did ever the ill^rldeft 
CodlCer of th# woodsy' did ever benft of pref 
i^uire fo much ti^ining^ tiatnmelUng; muz- 
zling, chaining, co^cing^ corrofting, wheed- 
lingi fpurningy whippings goadifng and halter^ 
ing! And after all, bound hand and fdot> and* 
tongue and' teeth as he is, he continues to get 
k>ofe from his keepers, the lawyers, ^md fnap, 
£:ratch) and bite moft furioufly, I^ not tbii^fa 
ftlf evident si'tnithi that before one man dare 
truft another; one friend enter into negocia^ 
tions of any kind with the denizen of his bo* 
fibm; though he may have been nouri(hcd witb 
the fame milk> and been rocked in the lame 
cradle — muft not the aforefaid keepers double^ 
lock, and bolt» and bar, and chain, cycry door 
and crevke of the connexion they are about ta 
form ! And how often does one or the other, iff 
defpite of all this caution, find a loop hole 
to creep out ai? Still more can the gentleft 
of gentle creatures, delightful woman herfeif I 
formed as (he is by love, and for love, can 
eym ihe, who feems to wifh or require onlj^ 
bojKls of fi}]^ and . fettei-s r of . rofts^ thrown 

about 
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m hfiC by^.^upiti, as if in fport; alas akid 
;^ aQ,d alas ;i thpuiand times!! can this fiiir 



- j« 

ftlas. 

'^?^A,>*'i^.'>, ^^>^ T^f^y> truft^ or be trufted,.in 
fettling^ tJjfU: Ujiderpoirit^ which is to, dctftr- 
ii>inc, by .aii honpurablc union, the wea! or 
woe of her life, till the wrecks of out originul 
nature are tied together by contrads^ fettle- 
fnents, provifos, conditions, &c. &c. left 
any pjie of the " nice depc|idencics/' of two 
efpcHifed iun4s and hearts^ (hould be invaded 
broken? Af domefticatc4 tyger, whofe nature 
it i^ expC(9:cd may bre^k out, is left watched^ 
lefs drea^ed^ and.lefs rn^napied than a modern 
fine g^ntlcipan* or (bat rexn^niber, I am 
whlfpefiing trhis)-— 9. modern fine lady. 

You will hav,e reafon to accufe me of a 
fiscpnd dilJ^refKon. Forgivje me. I own thefe 
poor, old Batavians, are , fadiy interrupted, but 
you are. to confider a Gleaner is a fad wander^^ 
ing being, and always fh>oping to fee what he 
can pick up : one ear of corn lying here, ano- 
ther there, it is impoflible he can go ftrait for- 
w;ard, you^know, arid I once again warn you 
not to expect it. Nor is it to be defiredv My 
ftieaf, wliich i mean to interweave, and bind 
with flowers of all kinds^ and of ail countries, 
Mfoyld want variety^ and my Gleanings, onl/. 

fir 



» ■ • • « 



^og' GLEANINGS, £ffr. 

fit for " Daws to pieck at." I am ambitiolii 
to add fweetnefs to its ftrength. You' tell iht, . 
in feveral of your letters, that I have done fo f 
of courfe, I continue the plan that has been ' 
honoured with your approbation, and yet I ' 
cannot help now and then flopping Co make an 
apology. ; ■ ■ 

Even the fports of the old Batavians partook 
of their . averfiori to labour. Thofe games, ^ 
which flattered with the hope of being' ac-' 
quired with little difBculty, and lefs' attention, 
were in conformity to their difpofitiohal ihdo- . 
lence, which they fometimeis fuflertd' Yd p\it 
at hazard the only thing they trufy valued— " 
their liberty. They confumed their excefs of 
leifure in feafts, caroufals, and fleep— a long 
trance of the latter being often neccflary to' 
prevent the effefts of the other, as what they 
ufually began in good fellowfliip, ended in 
blood fhed. 

How different, I cannot btit repeat, from 
the race of tljp fame men, in progreflive ages ! 
How different even from thofe who in the age 
immediately fucceeding the firft fettlers, be-^ 
came, as in our own ancient hiftory, often thc^ 
formidaWe enemies, aiid often the ' powerful' 

auxiliaries 
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auxiliaries of Rome I And yet how widely re^ 
xnoved from their hardy» induftrious^, indefji-^ 

* ' * 

tigable polderity, the l^e and prefent poiTeuors 
of all that proportion of the globt which ap^ 
pertains to the Dutch nation ! 

In taking a comparative view of ancient find 
modern Holland, we cannot but be jftruck 
with great aftonifhment at the tontraft. When 
the prpyinces Were in their infancy—Mrhen a 
little colony of emigtating Batavians m^de their 
eleftion of a part of the world often chofen^ 
and as often renounced, as an impracticable 
foil, the wants of nature were i^cconimodated 
by nature herfelf, with all the facility thefe, 
her indolent children, required. They found 
the waters teeming with fifh, and the land co* 
vcrcd with cattle : no citieis, and few towns, the 
ancient German^, regarding the firfl as large^ 
and the latter as fo many fmall prifonS. The 
camp was at once their residence in peice and 
war, and a field was luckily, for their fupinc 
tempers. Covered with temporary habitations, 
without much toil. They Could pitch ah hun^ 
dred tents in lefs time than they coul^ con«^ 
ilrudt one regular houfe, and could moreover 
move them at will from One province to an- 
other : while many preferred the bare ground, 
VOL. I. Z whoft 



y/UoTt tarpet Waslpria4-r6jHJy to rtCeiVethertti 
rd any oth4t ^tvtlUng-^ce; K^ing/ like ittc 

bcafts thiy fed oh, a^ cotnmbncrs of nature/ 

• • • '« ■ 
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TheirTootftobl caftfj^fhj^yjcaTijbpy thcjjjies.l'f . 



Long after their primary fetjlemcnt, whfn there 
were afco.ut ten colonies witTiin ah'i^ wit)ibut 
t1le_01alici 'oftRe Rhine, e'ach colony" can- 
toned in*tKe impafTaljle riioors, rather tlfah be 
lit the. fatigue of moving farther. Wefc it 
p6fliblej for tfjeif hiftoriahi* Tacitus, to cdme 
ft?)m that '*^ bourne ^y^lehce ho traveller .re- 
tiirhy,*^ ami take a fiirvey of thofcf proviiicei 
he A'Tbte abo^it in hjs life-time, and Which I am 
il6^v ^MahuTg for my 'fricrid^were^ he to ob- 
TerVe thje'then impail^b]^ moraftes that extend- 

' r 'lit ' i 

ed" their 3reary wafte.from province to pro- 
vince; and to furvey* the then ufurping and 
ufelefs "waters, wni^h inXindated the drooping, 
.the aln\oft dfowni^ now converted 

into 0, nbbte republic^' embelliihed with foine 
of the 'moft magnificent towns in £ur6pe^ 
tTiickly inter(j)prfed witlTuicaAitifuJ villages : 

. << The 'O^iltbU^^td^ bdnk, tlie gliding fail/ 
I* Tiic^cnittded mart, the. cukivated plain/' 









Were 
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W^crc Jbe> my frfthd, to have been the cotnpa* 
JtkoVi of my jouirnciy ihrough Holland^ North 
^nct^oUth, aiid tI^4yerfed with tnc th^ ,fi^e 
cotiftttylof Gueklres — of ail ivhidi I fiiall write 
you inlhcir place*— Atd yet ,monc^ were hfe to 
behbld. thefe very provinces ii^bired by the 
defcehdiants' of thofe very BataviatYS^ who-, 
^Hgih icndu^d with wery power to iuifi* 
cvei-y extrenlity, and to ovcrcotne it, refu&d 
cith^ to toil ot fyi^^ now filled with fwarm-* 
iBg tnnkicudes, whofe charaderiftic is pcrfc^ 
voring induft^ry, and who, while they have 
bitought every branch of cornmerce, perhaps 
to . itt Higheft perfedion, haV« not been im* 
imAdful of the elegant arts, he : would fcarcely 
be table to find a trace of ifis Batavians, ex^ 
cept in. the unaltered feature of hereditary 
courage. 

Io>the drefs utf the limcitnt poffeffoi*s of thig 
country;, we find a irefembknce to that of tke 
ancient BHtons* Childi^n of liatiurd^ they de^ 
pendcd on thtdr xfdmnion pliitnt to farniih 
theot^ as well with raiment as #ith IboiS ; thie 
floin of a beaft faftened with a Wooden peg, "tir 
a poihted • thom^ whs wrappied about theIf^4 
Their chieffr h^, by w^ay of diftindion, k veft 
«tnRfe >of '.thjet.fame^ and ib tigh^i that thejr^ 

z 2 feemed 
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Teemed as if cafed in iron. The women were 

difcriminated only by the addition, of a thilt 

veil, bordered with purple. Moft of them 

difcovered from blifsfiil ignorance of harm^ 

what the knowledge of the world, in its po- 

lifhed (late, conceals from confcioufnefs. The 

arms, neck, and bofom, were always difplayed. 

Their hair, though naturally of an ardent 

brown, was deepened by red ochre. They 

formed their treifes into feveral large braids, 

iaftened at the top of the head with field 

flowers, not unlike the prefent mode, but they 

fometimes fuffered the hair to flow in all the 

liberty and abundance of nature. The men's 

beards were permitted to grow till they reached 

the waift ; but on the downfall of an illuftrious 

enemy> flain by their own hands, they were 

cut fhort both before and behind. 

. When they began to domefticate, and could 
be prevailed on to prefer a fixed refidence to a 
moving tent, they built a local habiution 
wherever they found the cleareft fountain, the 
moft Ihady thicket, or moft fruitful meadow, 
but always on an eminence, either natural ox 
artificial, to guard them from the inundationi 
<;ommon to th$ country they had chofen» 
They were, pf courfe, long ignorant of the thou^ 

fand 
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'^and artsHby which civil fGciety is cmbcllifhcd 
and advanced. Even ivhen they began a little 
to civilize^ the care of providing for the n'c- 
c'eflari'es oflifp — ^their only care— -was left to the 
(laves^ the freed men, or the women; 

Their education was fuited to the iimpliciff 
of their purfuits. Natural courage was taught 
as the firft of virtues that ought- to be chci. 
rifhed, and a dextrous defence of the body 
from the attacks of an enemy, as th^ befl: of 
arts. Intrepidity , in combat, contempt of 
lieath, and perfbhai agility, were the three 
grand points to be acquired. Their conftitu- 
lions, fo fluggilh in times of peace, took fire 
at the very thought of war. They would tra- 
verfe the deepeft fnows, and plunge ^ through 
the molt turbulent rivers under arms, without 
even breaking their ranksl. Their horfes were 
neither fwift nor ftrong ; and being accultom* 
ed always to runa tilt in the flraight line, with-. 
out having the fmalleft idea of the military 
evolutions, of fo much importance in the mo- 
dem art of war^ their principal force and de- 
pendence was, of courfe, in their infantry* 
When they were arranged in regular order of 
battle, they placed their wives and children in the 

rear, and always certain groupes of both within 

z 3 view. 



"vidWk as wvll tofuftairland excite the raloiir of 
the Goml^iunin^s^' at taaifift the wounded, and 
alio to aititnate the whole army, by inters 
mingled ' fiiooffl, cries, and acclafnati<ms. It 
was commoB to fee wive^. mothers^ daughters, 
and lovers, rufti amidft the thickeft dangers 
^f the htp^y &Id:, carry off the dead, fuccour 
the dying, and fuck the reeking wounds of aa 
hulband, father, lover, or brother. Adlions of 
this ki<kd are n^ci^tioned in^ our awn hidory ai 
great and glorious inAances amongft indli. 
viduals:; but in the firft approaches to the im* 
pQrtan4^ii; of this Uttle^ republic, fuch herak 
atchiev^mcfits were ^omipon to the fex, w^ 
bundredf of go^dicea*^ ap^ Ejl^onora'^ wpm to 
be feen a^^ingHCv&nd^rs in the fame ami^r s.ns^, 
it wa9 ^ pacl^ oC; their office to purfiie and over^ 
take the CngitivM,; make them return ^o^ aht 
ch^fge^-^^i^nd fWhqr cqnuribuit tti vktery, bm^ 
counter ij^ath* *. . . .; , i^i. .•;. .t 

; You^ m*y ,^2^1y believe,, my firieiid, ^ tbe-^fe 
fc<a of fqdi eye wi^wffes of g^bciry^^jgud difgrace 
would be great : youi feci thf (^ng an^li^y^y 
intcreft it wiuft li^vc produced oo thr JsemdM^ 
both of the tinHd-^nd the brave; t^t it mtift 
haxe cpnMertcd t^owards into men, men into 
heroes, heroes ii«o con(|ueror$ I Andj^u Willi 

at 



ton ftat^^.he i* S3"^#^4»,^]^«I t||fo WftSIV M& 
tempore, to conquer or defeat— 

ir;^ :i-3L.'0'>: i ^jf'l •ncfa » r-jom; '(fsn V). *rn 

t^PTOl» fc^c.e,fti^,^fe^.^gija|ft,jea(p9^, >¥l>ic^ 
ni^jPWW. is left, f ?RtJp^>^ tl^ iflft?Mo?«,;«f .iH 

Wry.^ifi«ns?d,tjK t^f artifi|^:of,,yfjy;; .,fin^^,tj[^(p 
iftyi;(Jer w^ic^ hp ^ftjflmj;s'inia^g9, «iS»^.tHits 
,,,. 2 4 chcry 



chcry in cold blood. Ncithcf perfon, nor pro-* 
pcrty, kiiig, nor" country, bid him unfhearh 
the fwbtti, or fire the mulkct, fpring the mine; 
or dig the trtnches : he is an inveterate bravo, 
a common Itabber to any man that bids up to 
his price: that done, his Atafter has but to 
fay—." Look, ye flaves— thofe are rriy enemies, 
whom I have hired you to maffacre : kill as 
many of them as you can/* On a fimilar com* 
pa<9:^ in perhaps the ntxt campaign, he turns 
his arms againft the fide he before efpoufed, 
and ' goes 6h In thiririanner, letting himfelf 
but^ firft- w one leader, ^ then to another. 



In thefe rcflediops, you fee my opinion of 
mercenary troops. I dare fay it is your's ; for 
you are tdbtmjth it vl^6man*of emotion to ap- 
prove of a itttfi^s rfanclRrij^'to^be murdered, or 
to murder/ witK ho better reafon than that it 
^}s his' trade, and his bloody work is paid for. 
War is at belV ah Hydra calamity ! Every man 
his fome country, fome chief, fome retatrvesf. 
If he muff take iip arms, let it be far thefe. 
At any rate fet him fight on fomcthing like a 
principle ;but the mercenary's very name pbints 
out his infamy. Will you tell me a mercenary 
troojp is ' often brave. Would it were in 
a better <Jhufe ! Yet how 1 argue! Were 

your 
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your life endtngered^ my . friencl^ and: were 
the danger t6 threaten it in a diftant land, 
far — far from your friends-^fiur from me, I 
would become a mercenary myfelf) and fight 
for an hundred different pay^maflers, u> re* 
ward the man who fhouid fave you I Adieu^ \ 
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TO THE SAME. 

. •• • • . • ■ r. ' 

; On the article of marriage I have to 
inform you» that the ancient Batavians ,conr 
fidered it as infamous to connedt themfclves in 
that flate before each party had reached/ the 
twentiieth year: .The condu<5l of the courtflijp. 
even to its final fcttlemcnt, was ever in, the 
prefence of the principals of the two families 
about to enter into the alliance. This might 
make love very morale but furely not very en- 
tertaining. In the nuptial offerings^ the bride- 
groom always took the lead. They ufually 
confided of a yoke of oxen^ a war-horfc 
caparifoned 5 a fwordj a lance, and a buckler: 

ftrangc 



ilrangOL 'bv?k,gU« yaw ^j^iUthiak. -for 4 bridal 
firefcnfirlf b«U th^f^ wai^iJf Cr (ymbQls. $f^ht» «r 

hcrfclf cm (Jveiyfgri^W oceafiont %bov«..the iai^ 

labours and daDg9^ iaf^..W:iil 9J» j^mridv^f Juv 
lord, in war and in pcacc^ in life and in death. 
Having thus armed the fair warrior, the 
bride prcfcnted her id&^ings, which rcfembled 
thofe of her hulband, whom fhc accoutred 
for the field with equal gallantry, that each 
might defend th&^otlfcfc /Very, Gothic to be 
fure ; but perhaps, after all, nearly as good — - 
fendcal as the modtm preHioinaries of toys and 
trinkets, filks and fattins, with which a mo- 
ditrn Britifb bride, or even^ a rnnSierQMjI^taviaR 
lady, (of whafai ikndu&timejJiaJo^dod. 

A^ tlie new niamad; coupie^coidd eafity pro:- 

4cur«'fubiiflenc«'iivi«h€d;r flook-hsix^ ctRd fruits 
of the earthy afnc^gaiinc of thctr fcirafts,' (for 
<pai^'of their tbriitory ^vas chfE^n weU yi>aodc^ 
lM:(idcs their cofn-^iakes, and'akind of .heis, 
-which the Bc^taviant, in the mpft .earty titnes, 
-were wont tp make fpom their- grkin^^ iihcra was 
little fear of wanting an healthy offspring, 
j^'hich, howevitfr numerous, knew- no oth^ 
brcaft ih^n that of their mother.- Theoi niy 

friend^ 
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ifct^nd^-R^ffeaieiir;. a^ -Ycrj£ pany aitdpiiling- 
h^^„ %rtfi ,Qf;^.Ycry deCcajtc confftitutiiMi, . wti* 
hut juft Jl?ftnt.ikn4 had. a^, ipfioftgft othei: ui»^ 
ns^tuml i(^!^»k fugge0;ed .Ch^^ 6f committing 
^' pls^g^ffjftf . ««Jt*^ I<>V^ to .the bofooa of js^^ 

* 

, Their ftmfirak partdok the iamc ^rppHcitj^- 
The ' cospfe of: % . diilin^ifii^d perfoH ' wtfi 
burned upon, a iind of pyre; always with their 
z/mSr (a tnarriagd gift) and very often- with' 
the horfe ihariiad carrUd»*^them to battie. - A- 
verdant inlt^fc, a.graffy eininence, ^at oncc^cf^ 
vered. and > marked the: foot whei^ their tifiles' 
were '. depoiitedL The natturaL"afFe6lions> too; 
i;itere^n their. ;fimplicity*i-af courfe in tbeiif 
esKtr^4 rThd women .fonoured.^he decea&d 
wich^uelbteatH^asrrefinmifintwfeldom'^ihtds, and 
l*fMhiPd.fPv«fM,*he grwa with inch figh& as 
f^iim^ raftljs hr^^YfS; \vhibe the metn mourned 
theijr dead by 9K>refilent.{bErrQw, and no left 
profound regret. 
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• In rcgwni tjo fcligiw, .the ancient. &ta« 
vians^ aod tb^ ancknt:JBs;iton> bad fomewhac 
of finpilitucl^* : Thrpijigh ?kU the deep difguifca 
of fable» which in fc)afi>aroifs age« have.alwftya 
disfigured the truth,, one noay difcQVer> amoi^ 

the 



tfac.Germans^ as. among the'Cdtec and the 
Gauls, the idea. of one. God Sopmae, theprin-. 
cipal^ and the prefervation^ and the pFovi- 
dcnce of all. But, in the moil remote time^ ' 

we do not find ^thefe people had either templei 
or idbl^ holding it equally prefumptuous^ 
profane, and abfurd, to attempt reprefenting 
or inclqfing the Deity, v They rufhed into the 
thickeft forefts, in fearch of certain^ trees they 
confidered to be facred, under ^ whole fbade 
they flew their virftims, and, too frequently, 
Pruid4ike, mingled;jche ftiieaihs of human- 
blQo4»v>!i^ith thpfj^^if: jthe animals they! Kacrificed. - 
Xt.docs not feeju probable, .if we eicept the 
fun, moon, and ' Are, that they had any of the / 
divitiitie5 common: to the Komans; Their' 
Woden: .was difiircnt from the Oden of ^e^ 
Scandinavians, who>.at .firft confxleMd this ik^' 
mous perfonage . as a hero, then ' wbrfhipei^^ 
him as a God. Woden; Oden^ and God, iver^, " 
perhaps, names fy noni mous to lignify Deity. 

Nor had thefe people lefs veneration than 
our own fore^sithers for certain oracles and 
foothfaycrs. Thefe were confulted on all oc- 
cafions'of difficulty and danger, and their an« 
fwcrs were expe^ed with trembling awe, and 
hcatd with fubmiHivc reverence. 

As 
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•As in the fweet country to which I have dc- 

# 

voted mbfl of our hitherto corrcfpondcnee, the 
ancient Hollanders alfo had their bards, whofe 
office it was to fing and celebrate the heroes of 
their country 5 their romances, tranfmitted 
with pious care td their ppllerity, not only 
ferye to perpetuate their pwn exploits ; but to 
incite iii their (iefcendants an equal emulation. 
The prophetic poets were principally reforted 
to in the day of battle, concerning which fo 
minute was tfce fuperftition, that the prefageof 
good or bad; of vidory or defeat, or the 
degrees of either, depended on the different 
modulations with which thefe warlike fongs 
were chanted, the very moment preceding the 
encounter. Like the Romans, they took alfo 
a fortunate or inaufpicious omen from the 
flight of birds, or the neighing of horfes, 
which were fed in confecrated woods. The 
iflue of a fingie combat, between one of their 
own foldiers and a prifbner of war, brought 
forth to determine their fuccefs, or their mif- 
carHage, was an omen of the utmofl import- 
ance. 

Of their public Ipeftacles little iis to be faid. 

Their young men, however, frequently cxhi- 

' ' hibited 



bit^d <^ifc vhieh.yow ,wiU tlmkpi:9txy lextri^pr- 
djm^ry s and yetia ^o^foimky.^ with tiu ferocity 
of their roaiiQers^. They wcuild jump . naked 
into the. middle of ^.dprt of theatre, encircled 
with lances, leaving .onl]^ aliTi9ft,,impoffibIe 
mazes between them, for the whole arrange- 
rnent formed a labyrinth of fpears- THe dcxr- 
terity confiftfcd in, threading thcfc ftieandcrs, 
and performing the circuit of the whole nar- 
TOWk and almpft, iixdifcernable,' path, .with in- 
finite rapidity, and. without, drawing blood,: 
and they thought themfelvcs fufficicqtly rCr 
warded, if . by . thefe ha^zardow feats , thw 
amufcd the fpedlators^ , ,, .,, 

V!Now, my flear friend, ampngrt all the peril- 
ous arts, which have been invented by idle 
people in modc/n times, to entrap . the mpnejr 
ojf perfons, as idle as themrdves; fpme by 
(wallowing flintftoncs, fome fire, &c. I thWk 
,we have never yet matched this pleafant excr- 
cife of the youth o'C old ^atavia ; and, there- 
fore, if the enterpirifing Attley/ Hughes^ or 
any '"Other great men/ who trade "ih the mar- 
velous, could attempt fomething of this liiirid, 
with the^ improvement, perhaps, of a little 
'^draperyXo tTie pi£hire — -fetting the tour of the 
lance-furrounded herb ' to rtiulic, ft might give 

O US 
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us all the addrtfa kn* Jt^lity of tKeir -Kioft 
expert ttilirtWe'rs ahd -jibftuVe-'fhafferi, 't^hhtMifc 
any of thfeir kbttmihSibli dlttd?t"fon. • • • • ' 

• t - - y 

, . ,. ! i- . ' . . .f . t? . .... 

iiint> and Xfrfceh thcfe J^e^l^c<6Wie itt«) ^dh^tnfeit 
to hiake him fc pfefc^rt '^li 'bSjpy, aiftkiferrt^ 
down thi fftgis. By this ti<*^f fedumfe^,- ydA 
would, it teart:, 'gaihth^frei 'e?Hr^^f'i^ihitt^^ 
tun to ^U thtjugghts, t'rfdkfl^lrs, bi-uteS u|>bii 
two kgs, and bruWS nptm fttor ! Niy, I kttoiir 
mot, but th^ tfeihg might, with bett^er cflfeft, 
t>e brought ii|>bn the ftiige, under the title of 
Harlicjuin ih Old Hol4aftd. Worfe feats ha>^c 
fceen efnadled by the here of the wbbdeh iHwdi 
and truncheon ; and if hfe*€?yold btit oncfeda^ce 
round this Batavian gauntlet /?//r<f/'^'o, he might 
bid defiance to the hack&i^ycd, worn cut pur- 
fiiits of Panteloon, aAd fooleries of SttHra* 
mouch. 
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But to leave fporcing, and return to our piD* 
per obje<9^. It remains . only to fay a ftx*^ 
words bn the ancient tegiflation; and publk 
aflenrfHies of the United States. An account 
pf the modern government fhall not be for^ 
gotten. , . - ; : : *; 
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When they began tp Icgiflatc, which was 
not till long after their fettlement in this 
country, the fovercignty refidcd in a kind of 
National Convention. . It was there, that 
t^eir freemen and nobles inaugurated their 
generals and kings: there that they elected 
their centurions, tribunes, and judges, to dif- 
tribute juftice, through their colonies: there 
^hat their firft Diet was eftablifhed, either at 
new or full moon, when all fubjeds were difr 
cuffed, and propofitions made for peace or 
war. The unanimity of the fuffrage de-r 
termined the meafure : if the fpedators clap* 
ped their hands, the ayes had it; and if a 
tumultuous murmur followed the propofal, the 
noes carried the queftion. 

. In this little fenate*s origin, every man ap- 
peared armed. When the youths had gained a 
certain age, they were admitted as members, 
and on the day — if I may be permitted to ufc 
parliamentary language — that they took their 
feats, they were prefented with a javelin and 
buckler. They were then to be confidered as 
conneding the characfters of fenator and fol- 
dier, and expedcd to contribute their ferviciea 
XQ the government, and defence of the ftates. 

With 
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With rcfpedl.to the monarchy of the rude 
ages of the Batavian people, the name of king^ 
has been too gei>er2^11y€onfoun4ed with that 
of chief* Whatever was then his title, his 
power exceeded not that of the firft citizen: 
there was always an appeal, frdm.his authority, 
to the fenfc of the public : and if his elevation 
infpired any femiment, or carried him into any 
aftion, that wore but the femblanpe of tyranny, 
or that trenched upon thofe to wh6m he owed 
his diftindlions, he was, inflantly> rt)arked, and 
controlled as one who had violated his truft, 
and incurred the penalty of fuch forfeiture. 

The legiflature of the country demands a 
few more obfervations : for even in the infancy— 
the babyhood, of Batavian jurifprudence, the 
mod wholefome laws, were fraiued, thc^gh 

their code was little more than what was 

. • — • ' •* • 

- . . \ ...... , 

taught by a fenfe of natural juftice: and, per- 
haps, that is confcience, at the fame time. 
The very people who, in their mod barbarous 
ftate, fed their indolence by inv^fiop of public 
and private rights, in procefs.of time, began 

to contemplate with horror, and with ihame, 

« 

a life of lazinefs and rapacity. They were 

induftrious ; and on induftry grew the fenti- 

voL. I. A a menEs 
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ments both of prt^pirty - aiid probky, ahd 
they foofi cnaifted laws to tie tip thein*^' 
fclvcs, as well as others, from the iarther 
violation erf" theft. 

They were, however, fiteplc and concife*^ 
The fuperior magiftrates in the gi^ac 
diftridls, and the inferior on«i in the tovn» 
and vitlages, conduced ' the proceis. le 
was (tarried on without any fdrt of dif- 
ficulty or delay, and what will equally con-* 
found our modern lawyers, without any ex- 
pence* ^he caufe Was tried in open court; 
and invariably ended the day it v;as iegun^ 
witfhout a poffibility of farther appeal. Neither 

• 

written laws, nor printed ftatutes, were known, 
or neceflary to be known: Privileges, rights, 
and wrongs, when well defended and fettled 
in forii confcientU remain for ever clear^ and 
were men as hpneft as they are artful, w6ul<J 
require but o'r^e hearing and one decifibn. 75^ 
twenty, or even a fifth year's fijit in Chancery, 
would have (bunded in Batavia, like piitping 
off the final ilfue to the d2|,y of judgment. 
But, I am awai-e that focicty in its higheft 
ftate of population, power, and paflion,^ rpuft 
■• have 
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have its wrongs mingled with its rights ; and 
they are fo twilled together, by a variety of 
interefts, that wemufttake thenar, juft as we 
find them, worked into the piece. So may the 
laws flourifh, and we enjoy their protection, 
my friend, without either incurring their cen- 
fure, or wanting their aftivc inteffisrence; 
for,, perhaps, as many honeft men have hccfi 
ruined by |heir friendftup, as there feiYC b^eii 
kua ves dcftroycd by their enmity. 
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LETTER XXV. 



TO THE SAME* 

• - - ' ■ . 

rlAVING thus taken a tranlicnt view of 
'••the farnil/canvafs/* in the long picSturc gallery 

of times paft, we fhall be more amufed to look 
at, and better' able to judge of, the portraits 
of the lineal defcendants; in fine^ we ihall, 
with more profit, and more pleafure, catch the 
refembling fimilitudes, obferve where the im- 
preflion of original charader has been pre- 
ferved, or loft; and from this progreflive 
furvey inveft ourfelvcs with the power of com- 
paring progenitors with their pofterity, in all 
that regards the principles and purfuits of both. 
Thefe, as I glean, or rather as I find fpirits 
and leifure to arrange and parcel out, (for, 
remember I have now the pickings of half a 
year in my portable ftorehoufe ; but lying in 
heaps) fhall be fent you. — • 

Meantime, as what I have already exported, 
will make a pretty confiderable (heaf, I fliall 
beg of you, to look upon this letter as the band 
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to make it up! and^ as every harvcft-bome, is 
accomp^ied by figns of fajisfaftion, that the 
grain U got in, iuch asgarli^^s* fongs,Scc. &c* 
as not even thc.humblcft Gleaner, who has 
picked her fcantjr portion from day to day, 
through. all the Jeafing feafon, but adorns the 
laft ha^idful with a few field flowers, and carols 
over them as ftie bends her way to hrr cottage. 
Is propole to crown dur little harveft-homc, 
my friend, with a wreath of poetry, to which 
there appertaii>s a l6ng ftory; but which, I 
perfuade myfelf, a mind like your's will find 
Ihort in the narration, when the time is ripe to 
•' alk your hearing patiently,** as the player 
fays in Hamlet. 

Much ha,ve I for your fancy, your feelings, 

your affedion; much for your information, 

and fomething for your ufe. Matter for my 

affedions in Holland! methinks, I hear thofe 

who have found, or determined to think it 

barren foil — tauntingly exclaim 1^— Any thing 

that can intereft my fancy in that region of 

fogs, bogs, and vapours ! then Ihall the fpices 

of the eaft ejedl their fragrance from the 

ditch!, and the rofes of Paradifc bloom in the 
fcnf 

A a 3 Yoix 
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You remfember Ybiifck** beaxrtlfirl perHSgb, 
beginriin^i-.^ "L^ ^e'ttoti ^^H6 eahtWVd 
*' from TDari f 6 jilBh^a, and cl-y alft barren:^ 
*' and fo it is, and fo is atl the wbrid to Wrti, 
** who will not cultivate the frtiits it offers, &c/* 
Be that my anfwer ta all Tuch children of 
ipleen, prejudice, or wilful blindnefsl ' l^d tfee 
reft of the fentcnce implicating a t.endcfiieiS 
of nature, and a candour of Ijpirit to'ckprcC^ 

live of your heart, a pledge to you, ^hat when- 
ever you make a rcfidentiary tour of this 
country, your affediohs, your imagination, 
your feeling, will not want their prpper 
obj edts. You will not be i^educed to' ^ fallen 
them on the fweet myrtle ;" or on the *^ mc-^ 
lancholy cyprefs;'' but be prefen^cd with 
many opportunities of enjoying 



>»' 



♦* Thie feafh of rcafon, ^nd the flow of foul; 



notwithftanding what has £b often, and by 
fo many different people, been faid to the oon* 
trary, that duHnefs and the Dutch Tnirtion: aft 
become fynonimous, . > 

I am really concerned to find every ti«hcre, 
and about every thing, the reprefentations of 
a truth in many refpedts fo different, and in 

not 



Itoc a few fa diametrically opposite to the 
truth itfelfi Me{i# women^ phices, people^ 
manxiers, cuftoxris^v ait all fo- orawji into this 
falfe colouring, and are fo thrown out of their 
due.jproportiona of mind and t]iQdy> iituation 
and iciKumftanc^;; here a caricature, there a 
figurb^iia fulfomely flat^red, that a friend 
that. Ipyei 012^ wojtiUirbe. difgufted; and in 
ftortfe jhings^; ^' diey are, J5b very generally 
differ! from wha£, they are faid to. be, that 
In wiwtfocvcr I {^ftj'JvamfulIy refolvcd to 
form my dpinions csvthe evidence of my own 
feafe^; )a9^ in aU.ittpman cafes, the only proof 
pipjgtiyei aiid in;: whai^y^r falls, fl^^ of this 
o^li and ocular cpnyidtioHj (ftill humanly 
i^>eaking| to believe . wjhatjever is of good re-- 
poit^ as much as Z da<res and of evil, no more 

than I ^ag poflib^y help* 

• ■•..-• • , • ♦ 

•■•''-■ : . . . 

W&h fefped to the tales of travellers, thofe 
of the Genii and Fairies, are not more fanciful 
or fallacious, whfcn they choofe to throw the 
mn upon the neck of pi-ejudice, or imagina^ 
tioii, which chey are very often fufficiently 
dii^ofed to do. The tricks they play on their 
readers are the more dangerous, when they are 
expert -enough at ilhifion, to keep on this fide 

A 44 of 



^ ' « « » t ./ . 




of the line of probabilrtyvvrhich oaui neithei- ony 
or off the ftagjerbe violatedi Hirithout counter^ 
a&ing theef&d intended to«r!be produced.:..:: 






:What wdttld youi ihfe'k:- 6f' Bli»,j ftjd-i 
fprightly /.young «ian, in a letter tohisrda^ 
tion, the 8ait)nefs De S—^^i^wliat wbuld you 
think of ydur coufin, anii»iWf|-eif)6nd#nti' who 
ftops only to ' refrelh ' himfelfi and wllerf ^e-' 
freflied, writesi td you en'paJ^Anti were he in 
imitationU>f tnarty travcUt^si to giv^^ himfdf 
the aifrf of a didator, aitdftaHc of '?he difpofi^ 
tions; of a people, the ^euft^iAii' df A'<:oahtary, 
their finance," their gttve^rniint, chiir p^6ti% 
their purftiits, rrfquirig -tVeiy rhingi fearing 
nothing ;^ not even the dferifion and ^dnt^ittpt 
of the friend he addreffesl -'How, infeft, ii; it 
poflible to avoid fending fiaftfehoods - of one 
country into another, when running from 
country, to country^ as if in a fox-i.cbace, 
without knowledge of the language^ without 
becoming ftationary amongft the people^^ with- 
out comparing the living volumfe with :thc 
dead letter, with many focial, and many latent 
opportunities, a true /Wir^, much .le6: ^ faithr 
ful defcription, of men and things, Ihould be 
given. - If a" traveller erLgallopi would content 
liinxfelf with " catching, the manners as they 

rife 



before Mm -itf dici imdment/' hi$ etching 

flight often be agreeable^ 4l¥^2(y3i juft, as far as 

it went^5 but be muft be an iiilftprkn^- a poK- 

tician,:ii ptoflofephcr,,.: and cake jip his pea 

IQ conyinci rhis, private, /riend, and, perhaj^^ 

the.world, that he, knQWs, orcan know no 

more of; tbf i»ftf ter *hali .aHo^ier, <3ir :a nnfe 

ning footrnant::: J Synched -Qnthiis folly before/ 

my^dear friend, but I have fince that- time/ 

been fo n>ifl^. by; trufiing.to falfe guides? 

ha^ Iq{|:fo:mucb of my ritt^,(,altid my money,, 

by the^i-r.adyu;^ aboutL;^e ,4iftHbutioh of it, 

thai, tba-tr-ji^ finjB> t^t le^ Ihould lofemy? 

t?nH>CJ(.mf^ the b^^^ ^lAvjil only re^iCuric 

yqu it 18 /jpft without rea/m,. the United jPfo^ 

yince? ha^j9.ri^>Ppn,.pften,^Caf^^^^ the compen-s 

dium of, ; t<hfl .u werfe, ^d. that notwithftand- 

ing a vcry.jcn^^Uifiing trayellcr has decla^ed^ 

in a kind .^f .(qjgttgrj»mina.y^;tftur, fhat fee haS: 

publil|^d-^]y^^5i,n jSherliQpjb— rthe cardinal vir-t 

tue of a Qucchman is ;d,eanUnefs; his only 

Gods, Ma:cury..and Plutiis,-.and as for the. 

Nine Sifters,;,. and Apollo, they were never 

heard of in the country s notwithftanding, it is 

infiiftcd upon in a; volume of our univerf^ 

hiftoryi that; the Dutch are cold, phlegmatic, 

brutal, without a ray of invention, a ftiadow of 

liberty. 



thktrthe onbfrp&^^ofis ar« gpfeniflg^aiid avaridei 
aotwithftjintling even tho Abbi Rk)rnfal. Iiim^~ 
fdf^ ihtB C0nd0fcefi(fe(t ■ to jpitt^the h^rd of 
caiumniators; artain&ff^int en^^pMoi^ arron^ 
din et'de belles '^afe^^ I wili vimruiti m units 
^idt a good old wrker, wl¥o vifited this coun-^ 
try, 'near a terttufy ago> when ir-^afef com*- 
parativcly rude aiid unimproved -td what it 
trow is, and whojufWy rcinarkcdi''Aat hctirlio 
|mth obfdrved ' tihe eafy accommodation for 
tmvel in Holland i* their excciichr Ordicfr and 
.ns^Iar coutft iti alf things; tht? ntitiibtr of 
learned men ; the variety of ingenibus fbreigli^ 
ew cdnftantly rieiliding in, or palling through 
it; the abundance of rarities of aH kinds; the 
iiiduftiy, frugality, and wealth of the people; 
i^ir numerous towns, each extremely beaati« 
fiJl; their proper laws, and athniniflration of 
joftice; their incirdible mmiber of (hipping 
and boats ; a Country of little extent, indeed, 
and fooii pafled bVer ; .but fo rcplenifhed with 
dbje<5te of curibfity, ^ commerce, profit, and 
]^eafurc, that not to admire it, is to be de- 
voiif ed with prejudice, fpleen, or ihlcnfibility* 
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My 



-lioeiM^ aldta>heBlltllMteowitii^tll^ ^\^c^jiiitigu 
jeds to employ item. You caiiii.idiqisfbiae^ 
never find a ftcrile fpot on any part of the 

earth; and>Wvtbi?feJ?rpYW?«v -^^ niadc 
the tour in them, as often as I have, and 
s^ppedff^ UmS^in e»5b*T)wuirWouid.ftiii fyf 
as Titi»,iid^% ^ /Refsj^if/Crj in th^ French 
play— 

*' Dq>uis deux ans entiers chaque jour je la vols, 
<* £^c^qrpi$ toujott» la vpir pour lapn^pucfe ^^"^ 

And this remimJs me of the Verfesy ^hicli 
were to form tlte Tiahdiair of ' itiy firft ftrija^ 
(or volume) ;' and which you may imagihie, 1 
have forgot. Ah no! 1 ihall never forget 
them, while I ^w« alive to uhc memory of 
fenfations of gratitude, cfegance, or focial plea-- 
fure; for itt^4tt firch were they written, in the 
bofom of i numerous family, from each of 
\^'hom I found <:omibrt in afflixftion, attend- 
ance in licknef«, -and felicitations on recovery, 
that made me ahnoft^-^Migratulate myfelf, that I 
had been both unwell and unhappy. Of all 
this I will one day— 

' . - ■ . . J . . . . 

** A rotrndfUntaroiit'^takdeliver." 

. .$ Meanwhile 



' Meanwhile accept i^e |)aetical bcxK^^^ an 
-offering of juHice to the Jtalents -^ oty^ fit the 
.^ilyparty. • ^ ^ ■ 






NATUHie to Mm. •••-••^•♦il; 
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t>lf eifTTlirC ♦ BEAUTIFUL^ TLOWM^ ^»i> tftUTTe 
■ Ol^T or CARROTS AND TURNIPS. 

MADAM^ 

TtiB God who made the inrorld, arid ifaw it fair. 
Gave it in truft to mj peculiar care ; 
f fdlsnted^ with it, a cmtfirviag power ■ 
O'er cv*ry living hcrb> trce,> fifuit, and flow's. 
Nature, he faid, be this my high decree^ 
Ko God but I ! — no GoddeiTes but thee ! 

This law divine all human things confeis'd9^ • 
And own'd the ^joorks of Nature were the bc^.. 
Like N A T u R E none could bid the flow'ret bloom, 
paint in fuch colours, blend fuch rich perfume; 
My pink, rofe, violet, jafmine, fcem'd fo fair. 
While Nature triumph'd. Art was in deipaif. 
Where'er I mov'd, a tboufand odours flew. 
And at my touch a t)ioufand beauties grew* 

But 

^ But, left you ihould imaguie the Mufe it here facrificing to Gratitude 
only, i muft enter a caveat by obferving to you in honeft, pliia profe, that, 
the imiutions of Nature here alluded to are really fo beautiful, that if Na« 
ture herfelf did *not mfiakt them for her owo, ihe need oot be aihamedt** 
9fw» thexn« 



But tny ifeign cnd$ r-i^witn ragti with Ihame 1 bum I 
Since you my tneantfi arms againf^ 'roe turn, 
•Tis time for Natu r* to rehb^Sec Ifcr poW'rs, 
When from her r/jrro/x yod'caii form Yi^rflow'rs, 
And of her vilcft tuiitifs of the field— 
Yes -^ robber — yes; 'tis time that I (hopld yield- 
In one ihort hotir you bid a pink 'appear^ 
Would keep me bard at nvork for half a year. 

Madam» beware— ah I dread Prometheus' fate! 
You've ftole mj fire — repent ere yet tod late, 
yirrwr]^/ and carrots ! O my burfting heart ! 
The God that made ut both ihall know your art. 
And this, Ingrate ! to roe I to whom you owe 
Unnumber'd other charms ; thus, thus, to go. 
Thus fteal my paint and pencil ! all my (lore ! 
Here, take my throne ^ fince you've ufurp'd my fewer^ 



THEANSWER. 
Mi^s. if »•♦♦•»••♦, /(^NATURR 

BEAR MADAM» 

WHY this harih complaint of roc I 
Two of a trade, 'tis plain, can ne'er agree. • 

But if between us rights were fiiirly fettled. 
About thefe flow'n, 'tis I, Ma'am, (hokld be nettled. 

• T 

I 

From Spring's firft bud to Autumn's iateft flow'r, 
I own your magic, and admire your power : 
And as I count thoie wond'rous beauties o*er« 
E'en with a lover'a fondneft I adore. 
Affeaion kindles, warms th* enthufiaft heart. 
Till love of Naturb leads to love of Art. 

Dear 



Dear Natu&b« <^ tboa 'rt ray GodddsP 3^ 'iulu|s4 
Thou wilt not grant thy TQ'tiy her reward. 
Suppofe yourfelf a moment 19 my places 
Pray, Madam> let a» troljr ftat^ the cai^* 

The carrots and the turnips both ac» tbuies. 
Your's the materialj tho' tbcwockbemine; 
And, if I build, 'tis widi your bnct( and ^rav ; 
The a1)ettor and the thief Both fed the law. 
You fay I ileal— who help'd me. Ma'am to cheat ? 
•Tis Nature aMhe bottom ef the fesit* _ 
But e'en in theft you owe my art a faYOC» 
Since my (lorn goods give yoii|:8 a:doaUc flavor. 
Nor for my flow'rs^ ought y^u to be my fbc^ 
Mine do not come 'till youxs aiap. out of ^low* 



A F R FIND; 

DjAR LADIES, 

CEASE your fquabbling; ladviie 
You fettle this affair by compromife. ,•'..« 

Out of the fi3ur» you N4 tjjkz, have three feafons. 
Which for your full content are three good rvafpim 
From Spring to Winter yoon the imiUng earthy r .. 
When fruits apd ijow'ni by miriad^ ruOl^ hift^ : 
But fure the fourth fad quarter, when they deep. 
Die in their beds, or only vn}a, towetp^ 
When you yourfelf with cold art half iexpsring^ 
And half your works aieonly fit fbr^ringi 
Three difmal months^ I truft, yov'U mi deiry^ '« > 
To her who can your lofi b well fi]p{dy* . ^ 



f. 



Work 



You ^ke the fmilin^ (he the fipwmng wq^ther } 
When froft and fnow bemimbs tlie wonM4 {jow'n* 
Left cjioe ^p[dy the rootf, and one the flo^rk 
United thoft, inlovo and fticndfhip.dHU^ 
You'll roakt bciweeit fqvkr^mmfr^Ul tfi^jttm[ t 
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svppLEmmART imtBjis. 



LETtER I. 



TO THE SAMX« 

On a fumy of mjr ftorcf, however^ 
ttndtr the article ** •y^rmjpj, or Single Wheat 
Eai^^ and Field Flowers^ colledled in Mol^ 
land, and arranged at the Bridle/' the place 
nrhence I culled the fragrant Bandeau^ ivhich 
binds the Gleaning I lalt lent you, I judge 
it beft to attach them to this my firft iheaf« 
You will, therefore^ receive them herewith, in 
^me $upplementary Letters, juil as you may 
have obferved ^xi induftrious day4abourer in 
VOL, I. B b the 



the leafing ftafoh, 'firftewi'ftg his glcariSig 
family hoJme^'/gatHen^ the e^rs that may 

drop from tfieir plea^ng burthens, as they bear 
them to the coj&tage; ;hAnd. firft I Ihall coffer to 
your f(felinga ^me emigrattMr hiftories/ / - 

Even before the cloud broke into flame, it 
was, really, afflit^ipg m fee, in pafling the 
Frontiers of Germany, the fituation of the 
French emigrants, the greater part of whom 
were of i;|;)t^§fft rank,, <uid mluiced, like thofe 
of the' la(l,'"'t6 fubfilTon the "good faith, 
and good will, of thofe, in whofe towns, 
and villages, they had talKn; refuge. But 
good will, and good faith, like all other things, 
have their bound ; and, like all other things, 
too, are fubjedl to contingence. I (laid long 
enough in the different retreats of thefe un- 
happy peQplc;:topcrceiveithat the prioxedtion, 
vat firftaiffcrcdi-was amortgftothe objedts of this 
. Changeable. iw-OWd, ,:tbafciSieW-eariy figns' 'Sf 
torthljTiinutfiblii^X, :Whcrlter;l«ndcre4' in.tfcic 
beginniQgjLbyairbaniif itpitijr, Lor upolitrcs,^ -the 
warihtKof «thc wekome fc^ganrto- kbatb. I law, 
.bat: too jcfcen; ;thc altered: iari: of the^ hbft- ciit 
dhto the heart t)f hisjgueft^ The protedroAs 
were not, indeed, nay arie not;icven yet, with- 
drawn J but infinitely 'different is the bt»Ihg err- 

* '^ ■ dured 
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dured ^pfl invitfidLrbcing fufFercd'to remain; 
and foUicited to.CDmfmuc. 

The . feyere chagrin, which this caufcd in 
an high-fpiritedi ajjKl : high-born., fct of men, 
(\vi{pf<i fenfibility is always in proportion to 
rank, habits, and education) may eafily be 
gucfled ; but thpir endeavours to conceal th^t 
chagrin from the people, with whom they have 
taken rifuge, and yet more from the lower 
orders of their own country, exhibited to 
the obferving ey^, , a pidlure truly touch- 
ing. Prior to the. breaking out of the war, I 
wasat Jjleuwied and Coblentz, (at the latter 
place, you remember^ I died), and from thefc 
towns, (notwithftanding my death), I pafled 
into nfiany others while hoftilities were pre- 
paring and I found, wherever the French 
emigrants were permitted to have " a local 
** habitation,'* you might fee this inward 
ftruggle betwixt blood and Jituation. I fre- 
quently bbferved the expatriated Nobleflc, 
gathe/ together towards evening in' the fuburbs, 
furroundcd by feveral hundreds of their ad- 
herents, not to abufe the time,, but to engage 
in all thofe manly exercifes, which ferved a 
triple pufpofe : Firft, to hide their regret from 
common fpedators : fecondly, to obviate, for a 

B b 2 time. 



time, the fehfc of their cbiulition': thif^dlf-, M 
fupport and cultivate that ftrchgth 1:>IP* bftfj 
and mind, which grief and idlenefs might 
implarr: I took hdtifcc thAt thfelr ftvbWs Were 
'either it: thttr fides, or lyiftg by therti, even in 
their f^brts. fiiit *dffer ki\ this, 1 have followed 
thfem into tdeir private ^partmeht^, 'where their 
ihin'ds, rib 16rigcr oh the ftretch, relaxecl aha 
yielded to ^hc truth of circiimftancc. Yet 
Without pirticularizirig, the gener&l furvcy was 
famenrablet Msihy thbufirids of human beings, 
in the higheft' raH^, antl 6f the hlgtieft talents. 
Bred to the enjoymeHt aiiid ^xpchditurc tif 
ample fbrtiihts, dnveh from their poflellions, 
in the pleafanteft, gaycft, and moft agreeable 

country of the world, or what very lately was 
fuch, of great natural vivacity, and of habitual 
elegance, all of them reduced by (what, at 
Icaft, to /i&^w appears) a virtue in exccfs, the lave 
of their king, their country, the maintainancc 
of their hereditary rights, and the recovery of 
fhefr patrimonial honour. My friend, 1hoW^ 
iver theie unfortunates may fare, on your fide 
of £he German Ocean, 1 have feen hundreds of 
them, on this fide, conftraTned, like the poor 
foldier, to take their cold losing on a bed of 
ftraw ; their hourifiiment coarfe as their btd, 

far 

* I was lodged in the fam^hotcl with a nambcr of thcfe un- 
happy gentlemen fome month«. 



far from their friends, thgjr iifiycs, t^eir chijdreps 
thev ?^jt^3 pon^fp^fcd, thjeraftlye§ exHefJ. ^ 

Was riot all this, and much mord, that 
mighf, with top mych truth be added, enough 
to "break down the Kigheft fpirit,. and unbrace 
the !ftrongeft arm ? Stand they not^, apcdrding 
tq the expreffion of a great Pivii;ie, ** in th^ 
firft rjinj^ of phjeds of our fympathy, en- 
titled,p.not only to relief, but,refpc(3:.an4 v?ne- 
ratiori?'* A fet of men, born in,' ?ih J inured 
to, far lefs pplifhing, and, as they are ufually 
tpoii^hl:, more emaiculating cifclimftances, 
tujfh jis a cold country^ a rigoroi^s difcipline; 
find a )e(s ardent temperament^ might feem 
wanting (o fupport this fad reyjcrfe. For 
Fren/chmen, and mpre particularly for French 
nobility y %o bear it with an equal mind, (with- 
pyt talung into the account^ the rapfditj of a 
tran^tipn from the livelicft aiijj moft abund- 
ant, to the moft jgloppiy^qd upiTuppljed ftate}, 
certainly (hews of what thefe once airy fpirits 
are capable, when called out by an extraordi- 
nary occaiion. 

From thefe primary furveys, I plainly fore- 
faw, what has (ince happened, viz. that when 
thefe wretched wanderers did come into adlion, 

B b 3 they 
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they would marritainlheirlharc in the dreadful 
day of open Yuptufe, as fihmly, and as bravely, 

as if the/ had never known a foftnef?, or in- 
duljged a luxury. But long before the timc^ was 
ripe to enter t]ie field of blood, it would have 
wrung your heart, to Have feen the uhacqom- 
modated filuation of tlioufands', who have fince 

flied their%lopd in la Vendee^ a n^me not to be 

• I • « » • 1 ■ 




ihind nfiiift tiirn vi\x\ijhuddennkJympathy: {6r^ 
if ever hurrian * creatures ' weVe devoted on all 

'^i^^, thffe^ar,? ^'^^X who muft. everlaftingly 
'ftand intiie'^rft rank of vidims;^ and'. whether 
their deftruaion arofe from the cold delays of 
policy 'or. trona the malice of adverfe fortune, 
the'fa'mili'es: tne legions^ the armies, the ainioft 
miriads of perfons \yhb ^fipund/ u ntimely * !ff ria ves 
'in that ill-8i||a <:ouritry;are the'moff to be 
Konouredl cbpipaflibriated, and deplored. 'Peace 
to their *^ allies, 'and ' recompence to*, rheir 

fouls! ' ' '' • ■ i • • V' • 
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I HAD fcarctrcnwred the Hoteljibn my ' 

firfl: vifit to this town, when the death of the 
htt^^Ttipcrtir w^ antkftjn6ed byvati ^cxprefs, 
Whi>-camc into:^..th^iIhn y«rd;'fromi^fcnnd^; 
illuftrating the expreffion of the 'G«it:3E«gUfli 
Poet,.yherc he tells us a Cavalier had. 

** Spurr'd his proud Courfer hard, and rode in blood." 

^A^hougH,t|ie,^e55a/ed, was ;ajs jf;<^ll.lWtlQ;yc4 
of l^s^fubijedts^^a^it i^Jn th? i>ftt;HrQi?>f things 
tabc,.:it is Am^xng,y^ifk.v^}^^ i^ofp^Gfl,\ 
compofure this cy^qqtwa^ recciyf^Jbj^^ll.jyhq 
wcr^. , wt BpFfooalJf, ^ oi^; ^^if^y^ ^qtcr cftedw 
Beingy myf^^lf, neithec the pne,:^r tj^gj^othei:^ 
I mention it, but to tell yo^ the fu^qp^riZrC of; a 
vcryJ?irgc.cg;mpany,^on^ my inf^^xniipg them, 
while |%:fng at a table d'hote ^fugpcj;, tbat,^ a;s 
their cmper0Fand?king>a$ d.QJtd, .{nffepu^d put 
on-;niyi4JLiit of fables. . For jwhat^ ,h;^ve yoy 
thelipri^ur to be related ? RelitcdJ i.Np : but 
I prefume every gejnUci^aa.wijp-. pari .cofltir 
" . V- ,/ B b 4 mand 
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mand a black coat^ will wear it dn this occa« 
fion, at leaft, every gentlcmanj who refides in 
the German dominions. . 

Not an individual in the whole empire, re-^ 
plied my next neighhpufi <x$cpt thofe of the 
royal family^ and it$ immediate connexions 1 
with the tiiflfttfs of the houfUiold. . 

Very/liwgfi. Sir? our En^ift itnyJer* worjc 
double ti^i to get ramwmg ftadyt^tlmc, 
iipor the iseite^ <)til4'. . : 

t' -'f •■ ■ ' ... 

Order I what are you then commanded ? 

Yes : both by etiquette and cuftom. Not 
t ^iblftlfeifiiii, tady, or tJ<tec« ttader in the 
Jiealiii,' i<^ll "thhik Wimfelf ehtftled to ippeaar^ 
mbiif^^ieii hi$ faminal- -fHends, unlefe be 
feonfcfrfrisi W iHie rtite. Which in oor iJif-rate 
pMSta'f'iaidi pebKc fflac^St it atMoft wiehoi» an 
eieccjitiiMj. Withitt ci^t and forty liouw after 
the neWs '^pti to Eflglaftd, ?ts inh Aifcahti will 
all Ijc aaMick as the Styx^ and fo rciauirtn 't»l 
iimothcr ediflj bf the Lord Chamber!a*h, whtf 
« dor <3*and Maftw of *lf tie Oferemonws, telU 
kmr fyiij|at^, it ftAy affimHJ a flightfcr .ftade, 
«nd .fix, at the feme time, ^hfe period t/f bur re, 

j^ainJng^r'ttobes of colour. 

' Monfi?ur 



Moiifitfur Atkgloii, tried « prafo^ciirid-' 'jpek^' 
(bnage at the farther end of tfifc tabie> yoUr'Mii^ 
a mighty ly mpathiT^ng' ^ nation truty J buii 
though we love our fbVereigps, perhaps; more 
than you, we mourn for them' in out hcklftfS^ 
arid do i)ot hang the trappings of our fbrfow^ 
on our backs : nor are we; fing^e in thid mat^ 
ter; our neighbours of Holland, Will be' hd 

blacjcer next week, than zi/«<«/, (here oUr Getm^ 

' • ♦ •> 

man wit fmiled iignificantly} even though, yoa 
know, the alliances of ttic Houfes of Orange^ 
Pruflia, and England^ compose a fort of'fa^ 
mily compad. 

They told me jSmply the truth^ with rtffj)e^ft 
to themfelves and the Dutch, for, in palSing 
back into ttie United Provinces, a few days 
after, then returning into Germany, by way of 
Weftphalian Pruffia, J met with but three fcts 
of beings, arrayed in the mourning garb, to 
wit, fpme of the friars, the crows, and the 
blackbirds. Notwithftanding which, there 
ifeems, to me, a dignity, and decorum, in this 
cuftomi which attaches me to it. 

Thetvent itftlf, even in the inftant it hap* 
pened, ieemed in no degree to have checked 
the <)^figns ot the ernigrant?* No form of 

words 



V0ipdsi:an paint to you> the viehemence/ the m^ 
4ignation^ the almp$ iafapity, with'.which^ . (ir\ 
a^joufocy: throygK the, different parts ^ of the. 
empire J^ I have hpard theif gripvances (j;f(:uflcd,, 
their .wrongs d^fcrilped^ their rights aflertcdj, 
and tl\eir. ravages anticipated. To thefe vio- 
lences, if there could goflibly be found. (in the 
language of pa(I|on&) a parallel^ it would be 
heard in the phrenz^es, of. the Reyolutionifts. 
Even at the time of M^hiclj I.am.fpeakiijg, both 
parties wpre in a ferment, beyond the reach of. 
jptcjl^psfj^wy forpparifon, in ancient or mbderqi 
hiftory. But what is extremely cqribus in this 
difpute, is, that while the Emigrants infift, that 
ihe/ Jkenj^fhes^ are ipade up qf gentry^ menj of 
property^ and nobility; nothing being left. iv\ 
FrancCji except its ^-efufe.;. the favourers of the 
Jlepublic aver, that no man has /<?/? his native 
land, who was worthy to flay in it : ipean'time, 
gUowance being m^dc for -thefe overcharged 
j^nimoiities on botl^ fides, it was palpable, that 
:|vben the gathering ftormburft, it would pour 
down the. torrents of human blood, which have 
fince deluged the land. 

, . Jn regard to the expatriated Frcjich^ \ can 
i(peak to the claims of feveral, to all that ad- 

^ni^ft^on, . cwr fympathy, can. otFer, (and they 

' ■■ . ^ . ^ 
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tifh jdQn)inioei&J . Ahout:ttc,z'iimt::':t\\zt;th(t 
armies of Quaipurier vercriipptt the- point xf 
fcizing th^ Republic of -I^ollapd^ :in. fthe» fi?t«U 
merofi793. I was, as you well remember, 
amongfl: tliehumberaf'dio&niihtEKlid'ndi^tlilnk 
it pruacrrt to wait the ewntLofal threat, -whtelt 
was expcAednviithr anxioty^yjcfsr^Kyi\inati.^-fi*M^ 
nefolved to wait till the laft^.appareftdy ftfr, 
minute, I reforted to the 'iv)i(ife t of a 'friendj 
jvhich: lying in the. high way paflige to tMveoc^ 
fluice, I had an opportunity, of ^GleamngtHdhy 
hundreds~I might la&ly^ wiiite thoufttiids of 
thofe, .who-M^re haft ening .to: Errand :'-3BilIi 
as my fri^U'a houfe; was»>jptitly app^oprtiart^di 
to the fervice of his Britannic Majefty,thif 
were obliged to m^ke a.ftop,^.Qfficially; their 
paflports from Holland to the Britifli |hore, 
being attainable only f^om th4Srqi|arter> 'And, 
farther, my fnerid, uniting much pHvatc 
worth with his public character, very many qf 
thefe unfortunate perfons we're fo ** gaily and 
fmilingly prefled to ftay," thatfo long as tKc 
danger of the French army w£s not immedfaib; 
they profited of his hofpitality for tu^p or three 
days together. By thtfe ' m tans' pHnccs,ge^^ 
herals) chevaliers, women of quality, and 
whole bodies of the priefthood, paffed under my 

\ eyei 



tyiri: iihd I had made my Glcamilg of their 
antindst manners^ and pretenfiofis ; their mife^ 
rics::at hptMj and their hardfiiips abroad/before 
tbejr had gained iAiir preceding country. 

•■• • ■ _ • . I , . ■ . • 

::T)). tjnxthi the hoiife above alluded * tb^ ga^re 
tMm/a verf fa^teumble impreffion of Bhtifh 
fionrtcfy ; for; 'bei i% jcompofed of the elegant 
ynSt ahd Upomuig daughters of my friend^ 
fbe&ehildren^misfol-tune met a variety of 
i^gtmnt, weU fiiite^ to cheir prefect circum- 
tiiflAce?* U iirouldii^ charqnpd lyoueo have &en 
V^ \ ^» tJaerfaihiiy eiideavouni Co dilEpate the 
ch^rjli, toaiieavy^ liot to be x>bierved» in the 
(lii^Vftti^QqBS, and-ifiesEni in the ii^s of ^nany 
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' lt)vMn|; hnk-Iean (Sheeks^ or war-worn coats ; 
• Prefcntfiig t^jmlanfo ili^'gaziog Biooh» 
•^pfsany horrid i^fbi. : 

|t y'n? truly isiiteov^ ^ ,hear this ruinop )p^,v4 
de(cant on thi^r genewJ, :or part^ujfir TOi^ffc^^ 
tu;i^$; the infioifclpjOfcs they foft^fn^^bcforc 
they left their own caufttry'; the dific^ulty ^y^ 
dlfordcr in which tbey !<j[uiKed ijt ; the vCXtor^ 
|ians ras^e i^on th^ern^ bpth .by Ul^d^ aini by 
iHfate^rj, in ^\x jpaffagc, . A Pwtch l^ndjlcird^ 
• 6 for 



for irilkhcCj tt«d'irififted «ft a Aftall pkrif pkpi 

dry btcad ! 
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I was c«rtmcly ~ifttefeft<d by thrtc Clie^ 
valiers of different ob^ii' ctf . mmX^ whoi came 
togetfaeiry aliYfeiysi uhae4' b^ frkhdlhip; «i^ 
now more ftrdngi}^ knit ttyitfae ceinent. of ini^4 
fortune. Of thefe^ , one . produced wri^^n 
teftimonies of having, twkc .favcd the. iifc . of 
Louis XVI« His wife wacg^ left in hazard at 
Paris ; his faithful domeftic who followed hidi 
to the wars, \Mas takenvprifoner, and haiiged 
at Lifle. Anottier had efcapejd with . hk ladjT 
to Dieppe, b^% ws^ thek-eXonftrained.t^ leave 
h'er^ aAd^tht third had bccn^ hicky ehiwigljio 
bring away his: wife in didlguife ; but (itice.had 
the misfortune to unekriiftand that his choldreii^ 
who were in one of the Provinces, for tduQatidnt 
had been feiaed upbii,^ aiid, brougbt to the 
guillotine, to atone lot .the ; krrimeB of their 
parents 5 the crimes of loyalty ee their ktng^ 
and faving themfelves from death, trufting 
that the innoceiit childrtnivotild be no i^bjedb 
df that univetfri eiiff bfild'od, which has *nc6 
be^n iifued. 

iThe name of the firtt q( thefe gentlemen 
was St. Leger ,• of a noble perfon, and a noble 

mind ; 
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inind ; covered over with Iwitls^ and the 
iijfounds,by whidb thejt, were acquired. With- 
out gafconade, he bade me take note of them,, 
as they flood difplayed in different parts of his 
tody — fomc received air ' Portdidherry,- in a 
former war; feme in Fknders ; mofi of them by 
Bthijhjb^t ; bat^/4 Sir, etclaimed the Nfarquis^ 
(fiich was his title) *in the fervice of my 

fovereign, and I am fure that will be at fuffi- 
€\tiA apology to the forgivcrtefs, arid a fufficient 
motive to the protedion oiyour fo vcreign. 

•- He renounced the name of Fi-enchnian, he 
iliid^ and gloried that he was of Irifh anceflry ; 
nor- do I renounce only a Frenchman's * ndme^ 
Sir^' fidd the Marquis> but a Frfcrichman's 
language', and the very moment I can recover 
fhatbfEnglandy I fhall deem it doflofri, nay a ^^^'^[1 
crhbiey to fpeak a tongue - in common with the 
traitdcs of a king, whom I have defended from 
thy! eatrliefl: youth;* rand whom; I will continue 
JEorJave^ and ^ondvrf to my latefl age. 



I t 






. .;I tliink my knowledge of the human heart, 
^an^ants me, (without too much relying on the 

human 

• * 

* Confidering him as an officer, an/i friend to the Prince, j 
who hiid been his benefa^r, we muit allow hitn thisIatUudc. 









iiumaa .vodcc^ otj human countenance); \in 
aflerting, that he fpoke with finc^S^ity^ Wl^ft 
he faid. farther, that if he could fave his de«» 
AToted maftef, by the Jofs of his left hand, or 
right, (extending bbth ' while he alTevefat^di) 
be would offer them up with Joy. and kifs 
the.hahdof thenian appointed to cut them 

offl': : 

- - ■ ;. -^ ■ M •. 1 ■ « . » • ■ • . . ■ ■ . ■ -i ; ■ ' .' 

His perfonal charadcr of Louis, foundfed! as 
he aflurcdjmeji 911 perfonal knowledge,.dlffer^^ 
cfle^ti^i.lly.from the comjmpn received jtoXnjon. 
Th^ Marquis de St. Leger, reprefented him not 
only as, a man of general goodnefs, but, pf^^e^. 
Heral knowledge, pf great reading, oBf^va^ 
tion^ and courage. Of tbe latter, he iiiftancM 
as follows. When thie cannon of the eiiraM^ 
populace were dragged into' his palace, aha tKe 
fwords of fifty blood thirfty hirelings, wcre^ap 
his throat, and when alked by [the ringleaders, 
whether Louis was not afraid?^ He tookrllfDld 
of one pf the grenadiers arms, defiring jhi^iio 
feel whether the heart qf Louis palpitMod 
with any of tiie daftard emptions imputed itaitf 
Buthe.muft die. Sir, added the Marqujii^-r 
forefee. Sir, that Louis XVL muji foon die. 
It is according to the new fyftem, that 4ie 
Ihould bp deftroyed : nof will any part of -his 

ill-fatwl 



ilL-filt^^fAily^fefrtn Fiance, fare better than 

, ^ How, far this prophecy is fulfilled, toy deaf 
(frknd,, you need not be told. 

tn'^thc tourfe'of the evening on whtcli thcfc 
convcrfations took place, the tbree 'Chevaliers 
took a meafure^ (and, perhaps, an inadeqtiate 
and partial one) of each other's particular 
fitoafibh, each admitted a fimilitude m^^/r^/i/ 
calami^, Init each thought forrie trait of hisirdcr, 
isihd more difficult fortune l¥as appropriate in 
. |)'articular to himfelf! The two who had betfn 
cbfnpelled to leave their wives in ah enemy's 
Und, of cburfe confidered ibeir Lot as the 

impff fcvere ; \vHile the third, whofe children 
iad fallen facrifices to their parents fecurity, 
Seemed to think the fate of his two friends more 
tolerable than his own. 



\ 



1 hive the cohverfation of the Countefs, my 
^ift, it is true, faid the Count de R--— ^^ and no 
4na& can be more fenfible of domeftic.confola- 
tk^^han I am ; but, as there ieems to me no 
kpfi^i^M ^kd^ to the horrors of j^rance, and as 

the 

* ^e ftrength of the aatibm, k\( preftrin«tibn» is the firft 
#f KatQre> kws^ we ynW not a(k, wny the Marauis, or any 
illther oerfon, whoforefaw the deaths and hadljeeoDencfitted by 
^ l^> of Louis XVI. left him to his fate« 
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Ihi flight mearis with which we have provided 
Ourfelvcs, are ah^ady on the decline^ I know 
ftot whethei* death itfclf would not have been 
a bleffing lio me, rather than living to fee my 
flendcr finances iJiminifh dally, and the beloved 
af my ibui cohd^mned to forget, or remember 
widi angiiiifh^ tjtt decent pride of hereditary 
bnd h^tbitual independence, or be in danger of 
il-axving under the eyes of a tender hufband* 
AjS tD the latter grievance^ it can never come to 
psfs^^oMlitrytA the Countefs^ while we have both 
of us fo much youths healthy and afFediom 
And though my inward foul bewails the lofs of 
our loved chiWren ; yet, as their innocent lives 
Muil have enfured them eternal happinefs^ 
there are momcntd when I congratulate them and 
ourfelijes on their being placed beyond tbe reach 
of the tygers^ who now infeft our country j ancT 
who would have drank their blood; 

Yes, dear Count, theiJp lot is no longer to be 
deplored, and I have almofl: ceafed to grievf 
f<M: them. ■ ^m • l iTr . T , 

\ 

During every fentence of this declaration, he^ 
tears fell in abundance, and (he exhibited all 
the agonies of a nK)ther, . who had loft her 
children^ while II19 talked of reiignatioia* 

vol, I. G G The 
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The amiable family, under whofe hofpitabttf 
roof, thefe unfortunates were now receivedi 
jtried the magic of their various accompUflx^ 
mcnts to charm away the no le£s Various 
diftrefles of their guefts* The different cn^ 
rhantments of mufic, convcrfej and cards^ 
^vere, by turns, put in force, apd . had their 
effects: but whatfeemed moft to intereft and 
amufe, wats putting togetheroneof the wooden 
maps of Europe, invented, it is faid, for the 
. improvement of the young ^nd happy, but.caU 
culated^ as it appeared in this inftancc, to footh 
ihe wretched, and the mature. As the compos 
Tient parts of this play-thing weirfe prefented in 
diforder, the emigrants began, to arrange j in 
gprogrefs of which they had no little difficulty. 
The Marquis was for throwing France^ wholly 
iDut of the Map, being no. longer worthy, he 
faid, to fill a fpace in the Continent of Europe. 
This was oppofcd by his friend, who faftencd 
with a tender fort of mifery en Dieppe^ where he 
had lafl: left his wife^ but he agreed partially to 
cjedl Paris: to this propofal^ however, the 
other, after a fhort paufe, objefted, for the like 
teafon. With the additional onid of its being 
•flill the refidence of his beloved king, whofe 
very prifon houfe was precious^ And both the 
countcfs, and her hufband; were for pj^efcjhring. 

' -'•■ all 



|ll the citks, towns, and villages, which ftill 

contained their furviving friends. O had you 

fcpoithe pallid hue which feized their cheeks, 

aiijd. the tears that filled their eyes, as they 

pointed to the place where ftood thejr patri* 

iDonial manfion, and where their itHifdcred 

children were born, you would haye fCjlt, that 

the recolledlion of paft happinefs, and the 

fight of any. dear fpot in " the mind's eye,'- 

are amongft the griefs, that, however poignant 

the fenfe of altered fortune, cannot be thought 

of,'or looked at, witbcfuj: fomc. emotions of con* 

folatipn* ' Of : ' K ■ ' ! 

, > . . ■ . 

I wasnpyjCelf an advocate for allowing^Francc 
its place, in. the hope, that every part .of the 
company, who were its ^^atives, would return 
to it one day with honour and joy* . . 

Throw but a lure to the French — give them^ 
ia their deepeft afflidion, the. flendereft. clue, 
though no ftrojjge^ithoAa filken th^ead>;;dired 
but their hearts to the remoteft hope that the 
funlbine of ,l|appi«t>and ftwer d^ys is, ,pr may 
be,* in referye, afld .^ihe ^irefent clm^ hp^evcr 
obtpfcy i^S3^9 kJrfaidy K) begift dij^^rfijig, ^^^d 
yauravitti|wy4)hcirii as'Jt werc^' Cftiiie} vd^wiiig 
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The then improbabie, and now, alas, a!mofl 
impofllble, idea of retumingto their homes, re- 
novated, in a moment, their before defpaitrng 
Ipirits, and, for the reft of the cvenin^,^* mey 
^ere lefs afflifted than thofc who pitied them. 
I hav*' irfjferved many inftahces of this felicity 
of confeltution, habit, or country. How, in 
all inftances, but particularly in the prefent 
Condition of their lives and fortunes, arc they 
to be gratulated upon it ! 

In the packet-boat, which (fome time after 
this little adventure^ took me to England^ there 
were not lefs than eighty emigrant French, on 
their paflage to London. I had reafon to know 
that they kft other countries cither by com- 
mand of the Governors, or from terror of an 
approaching enemy, arid that the greater part 
of them, fo far from having wherewith to make 
London a comfortable refidence, had barely fuf- 
. ficient to pay their fare, Jtt an indulged price, 
over the waiter. Yet mfeeting with i Few pcr- 
fons who bad been in • FdriV, who Sefcribed itt 
fpkhdttuns, ii?s ftdttrfn^'^ctegatteies, and its 
amufiWg' ti^ifles, they) 4i)igbt 'the prcfont in the 
paft, .ifl^ i^i^i *>y lib «e«Bw, ^ tiir ieaft gay^ or 
J9^cri3tti)f ttoercr^ew.vv Hatf ffliSrOVMihiiivcvcr, 

oncof the failors'dcfcricd from the *»ftmiwrffcl 

of 
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^f ati unpromifing apptarance^ bearii^ downl 
upoiius, and favourcidr.bj ihc wind. The Cap- 
tain prtjnoimced it to be a French privateer^ 
anid^ OS &r as his glafies cotrtd determine^ one 
that would take' them cs^ive whh a fingle 
bwittlfide. At the chate of this information^ 
he obfcrved, that, though it would be a vairt 
effort, it was his duty to clear the (hip for fight- 
irtg. This wis accordinlgfy doiie, and the emi- 
grants wtfe not the leaft alert in the preparation^^ 
nor would they, it is likely, have beei^ she leaft 
vigorous, in the adien $ but, on fome of them 
the dread of fallir^ imo the hands of tb^ir rm- 
placabk countrymen: was fo great, that in cafe 
of defeaty they ca.me to the dcfperate refolve of 
becoming their own executioners in the (hort 
interval betwixt the givii^ up the packet-boat, 
and the bowfding^ of her by the conquerors. 
The atarri^- increafed as the ,veirel approached, 
and the refolution became io folemn, that each 
man who meant to itdopt it, pledged his honour 
to his fri^&nd. Poflibly it might, in a cafe of 
death, be the leaft evil in point of fufferance 
and fhame, however it might violate the laws 
of morality and religion; It was, luckily, an 
unn^ceffary alternative : for the veffel coming 
near enough to be fatisfied' fhe had been in 
iChaJfc of 9n EngUih packet boat, proved her^. 

C c J felf 
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felfto be an Englifh frigate; and foon .ftood 
off, in the diredtionlhe had quitted on firft ob- 
fcrving us. *' After ail, (he's one of us,'* cried 
the captain^ The inftantaneous effcdt of the 
remark- on the emigrants would have been afto- 
nifhing to a fpe(3ator not acquainted with their 
temperament* . 

Thofe who had the moft defpairing thoughts 
had now the gaycft ideas, and fu.ch as had been 
moft agile in preparing for war, gave proof of 
agility in the contrary exfreme of preparing for 
peace, for they leaped, laughed, fung, and even 
played, as it were, with the edge of the guillo- 
tine : one facetioufly obferved, that he fancied 
his neck (feeling it) was too Jhort to befitted 
to the inftrument ; and another cunningly faid, 
though he did not think his. neck too Jhort , .he' 
hoped it would be long enough before any px^ 
periment was made upon it, by Mejf. les Re^ 
publicains ; while a third gentleman (with a 
fhrug which would have afcertained his coun- 
try, had every other teftiriiony b^en wanting) 
remarked, " Ma foi, cctte dame Guillotine 
*' eft un perfonage bien commode au fervice de ces 
*^ gueux la ; mais, pour moi^ il ne me conviens pas du 
^^ tout du tout :^' — "On my word, that Mr, 

" Guillotine is a mighty convenient gentleman 

" in 
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^ in the caufe of thofe beggarly patriots : ne- 
^ verthelefs, it is i\ot it all to my tafte/' In 
ihort, my friend, if the immediate circum- 
fiances of the prefent* moment are not abfo- 
lutely threatening; if good company, good 
wine, gay converfation, or any other plea- 
fant objedl of the fenfes, are within the reach, 
or in the view of thefe beings, the pad and 
future are forgotten. This is not, I am now 
convinced, what is generally thought, and as I 
myfelf once fuppofed, the efFed of little fen- 
libiiity, of much levity, and a total want of 
fblid refledlion, but proceeds, in great mea- 
Cure, as I have before obferved, from confti- 
tutional felicity. Yet you are too well Ikilled 
in the equal laws of nature and providence, to 
infer from hence, that the French are, from 
this bias, more blefled than the reft of man- 
kind. If they annihilate all that is gone by, 
and all that may come, when the " Cynthia of 
the minute'* fmiles before them, they fufFer 
with a bitterncfs of defpondence, peculiar to 
themfelves, all that has afflifted them, or that 
m(rf afflift, Vfhtntht pre/ent is but a continuation 
of their gloom. They then colled aU the dif- 
aftrous parts of time into one point of mifery. 
The paft, prefent, and future feem, through 
this focus, but as one mafs, accumulated like 

c C4 fo 
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fo many mountains, to crufhthem; aqdJiheji^ 
feel the weight of adverfity, if I may fot 
exprcfs myfelf, in all its tenfe;*. Jn thi$ 
Englifli^ Dutch, and German mind^, I thijak It 
is different. Amidft the thickeft glooms of 
their condition, whatever be their degrees of 
natural feeling, they bear the heavy colle£iiou 
of grief with more equanimity. Either 
their minds arc ftrongcr, or their fenfibility 
^veakerJ and befides, education, climate, an4 
habits may contribute; but it brings intQ 
cquipoife the allotments of heaven, and the 
difpcnfations of nature, whofe fyftetn is, per- 
haps, the only poflible one in which equality 
canfubfift— the equality of human happinefs ; 
fince Ihe has made, with very fevr exceptions, 
almoil all her children (thou^ not partaker^ 
of the fame felicity^ proceeding fropi the 
fame caufes) nearly the fanf\c in eflfed^. Tq 
bring this matter home, to th^ fccne 1 have 
been relating, had thefe paflengers beeifi un- 
gloved in,the degree that ^ Dutch feimily felt 
themfelves (the males finoking, and the fe- 
males fnuffing all the time up^n deck) tHcy 
"would have fuffered lefs panic at the time of 
clearing the ihip, and, by the fame rule, they 
would have enjoyed lefs when the danger waj^ 

9YW, ' ^ ^ 
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And thus, it may be pronounced^ that one mifti 
U, Upon /A^ te;Ao/^ of lifr fallowing alway* ^x^ 
ceptions) a# happy zi another* 

*' Tbe l^ani'd.if happjr naCare to ei||dore» 

" The fi>ol it liappj that hp knows no more, 

*• The rich is happy in the plenty giv'n, 

•♦ The poor contents him with the care of hcav'n ; 

«* See the blind htggstt dance, the ciip{Je fing> 

?' Thefotihfiro, Inaadc a king, 

f* The ftarving chymift, in his golden virws^ 

ff Supremely Ueft^ the poet in hjs Mofe/' 

If then, by the very laws of nature, my dear 
friend, the univerfally varied fituations of hu^ 
man life arjsi thus happily arranged, why pre- 
fume tojlM^her laws by introducing a y^^r^i 
;»nd unnatural equality ? that is^ by making all 
men different from what they have been ; by 
forcing them, from their natural and proper 
nations ; and by making them, as univerfally 
difcontented| wi(h their pafl and prefent ilate,, 
a$ they have beei\ contented. Miferably will 
the fpunders of the new Republic be difap^ 
pointed, if they ferioufly conceive, that by 
inaking the ignorant learned, or the poor rich, 
pr (ftill worfe) by making all alike, they fliall 
Inqrcafe th? fplicity of mankind. By a change 

■ ■ ■ Pf 



ef condition^ thc^: imy make the induftrious 
idkj^ and the humble difTatisficd $ but never 
C3ia euher the diflatisfied or the idle be happy^ 
Th?r* is a pafiagC' from the noble poem I 
have juft quoted (q dfcifiveon this great quef^ 
tion„ which now agitates the globe, that fureljr 
the reafoning is as ftrong and indifputable a& 
the poetry is fwcet jahd beautiful. It has all the 
Qondenfation of thought, for which Pope is fa 
juftly celebrated; and^ methinks^ fhould be 
urritten in letters of gold, inatranflationfuited 
to all languages, and fokmnly read as an ar-. 
tide of political, civil, and religious faith, by 
all the now contending nations, and, indeed, 
g,H the neutral nations of the earth. On the 
tablet of every British memory, that has but 
3ireKfb of poefy, it \s already engraved; but 
by many, even of thofe who have it by rote, 
it ftems^ (by the laft accounts you fent me from 
England) tahave feft fb little impreflion, that 
were I' rich enough, I fhould be (b far from 
contenting myfelf with the narrow diffufion of 
thefc volumes, that I would print the pafTage, 
aftd difperft it a.mongft my countrymen,^ 
through.oijt every part of the realm. 

^ Order is Uteev^n^ffirftlanv ; and this confefs'd^ 
V. Sqixi<^ axe, vA mud be^ greater than the. rcfl ;. • 



«• More rich, more wife ; but who infers from hence 
" That fuch are happier (hocks all common fcnfe. 
" Heav'n to mankind impartial weconfefs, * 
'• If all are equal in their happinefs ; 
«* But motual wiants this happincfi incrcafe, 
** All nature4iifference keeps ^ all nalufe*s peace. 
•* Condition, circumftance, is not the thing, 
«• Blifs is the fame, in fubjed or in king, 
*' In who obtain defence, or who defend, 
** In him who is, or him who wants a friend. 
•' Hear'n breathes through every member of the whole, 
" One common bleffing, and one common foul. 
** But fortune's gifts, if each alike poiTefs'd, 
" And each nuere equal , muft not all conteft ? 
" Fortune her gifts may varioufly difpofe, 
" And thcfe be happy call'd, unhappy thofc : 
** But hea'vnsjuft balance equal ivil I appear, 
*' While thofe are plac'd in hope, and thefe in fear, 
*' Norprefent good, or ill, the joy or curfe, 
•* But future views of better or of worfe.** 

It is more than probable the * late violent 
rulers of the French were fecretly aware of the 
great truths comprifed in thefe fentiraents ; and 
that the prefent more political conductors iare 
no lefs confcious of their force; although it 
may be ftill neceffary to make a hue-and-cry 
about liberty, equality, and confraternity ; and 
when they have fettled their ambition, in the 
beft and fureft manner for thetnfelves^ they will, 
no doubt, convince the fubo'rdinate clafles of 



♦ The reader has in mind I ejuend not this to the prefeHt^ 
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the repuBlic, that the word liberty, in th« mw 
didlionacv of France is to mean no more than 
— <^w uncontrouled and Jovereign will of certain 
individuals y in convention^ to govern the reft of 
mankind I and that Confraternity zi^EquoHty 
were convenient cant words and nick Mi^i, uftd, 
in the beginning of the French revolution, as 
mere tools to work with^ by the Republican 
Mafons, but which are now become obfolete, 
and are to be thrown, like other plaufible 
trumpery, amidft the qortimon lumber. And 
it cannot be doubted but that at leaft ninety- 
nine out of every hundred perfon^ will find, 
ihould the prefcnt iyftcm, 

" A mighty ar^JBf, bat nOt without z'plmiy* 

fuccccd, in acquiring any thing like a durable 
bafis, that the grand majority haVe been con^ 
fidered as nothing mdr* than journeyWen^ who, 
unlefs new work \% cut out for them* by their 
employers, may Kc out of bufinefs^ for the reft 
of their lives, with the aggravated refledion of 
leaving thrown them&lvcs cait of. good places, 
pndcr one maftcr,. for the miferablp trade of 
buikling caftles, which (with refpeft to them- 
felvcs at leaft) will prove tobcraifed in the 

Tp 



To return, however^ to the emigi^ints of 
that unhappy country^ I muft very diftindlly 
point out to you amongft thefe, the Vicomte 
^e Gand, a man of fuch verfatility of talent, 
that he appears to have an appropriate genius 
jfor every occafion ; fincej; in the whole courfe 
of the twenty-four hours, could the aflembly 
continue unbroken, he has powers to occupy 
them without fatigue, and to make them glidc- 
unperceivcd aw^y-^infomuch, '. that it may be 
Itruly faid. 
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* Wijth^im converfingy ypa forget all time. 
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The airy and elegant levities of France, the 
folid refleflive powers of England, the foften-'- 
ing agr^mens of Italy, feem ta meet, as if by 
the common confent of nations, in this man's 
charade^ ; and^ as he ihifts 

f* + Fromgcaveto gay, from lively to fevcre/* 

i^i different languages, each country, not only 
for the fake of his accomplifhmentSj^ but his 
virtue^, inight be proud to 

'* X Mark him for its own." 
• Milton. t Pope. J Gray. 

VOL, I. c c 7 He 



\ l^\»s refid§(Jjfor/o;iif timelpaft ittLondon^ 
where yby ntty haveJiad an 'opportunity (to fee 
Mdvhciar^ tlmt he b not ovcar-rated in.njy^ dc- 
fcriptipne It J $ a. tribute of juftice: d«c to a 
zniiD> fromwhofcconyerfatioa I haYe.Tcccived* 
the higheft focial: plcafuTc^ and although, juft 
as it is^ it would brings me to the guillotine, 
were I a French paftriot, it is a tribute which 
I febuld pay even ta 6iXCQ£'.ibq/e. patriots, wcft 
I toiind an equal affemblage-of great and happy 
endowments, independent on their; political 
jargon and madnefs of the moment. Honeft 
praife is of no party, my dear friend' j and it 
is ; very compatible v to app^%u4:: ?al^nts, ; ^nd 
d^t^ft principles APi th^ Uir\^rc];\Ar2i,^^r. In 
this inllance^ thq ^ac^^i^iiqatioa . of one includes 
thatof theoxher. . ,. 

I • • • 

After having faid t1iis) you will i'e prepared 
for a little poetical gleaning, which, ipy rnufe 
made of the vifcount, as he fat at the table^, 
cncTfcled by i numbei^ of his. admirers, each 
of whom 'he' liad enlivened by his wit, im- 
proved by his judgment, or amufed by his 
fancy for feveral .boUrs.:~-I have only to beg 
you will confider it the poetry of the moment, 
flowing from the heart into the focial cur- 
ii?ME of converfation, aad not elabor.ated by 
ftudy^ 

THE 
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. THS CONTEMTldk* . 

^ROM haplefs l^rance to Bnddn csnat^ 
One whoxii To mat^ parents cUlm,, 
That tkole who know him beft declait> 
To Mty fathers he is heijr j 
Vet tv.'iy fire prottfts this (bfi 
Bdongs to hiro« and bim^lflne^ 
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Says Wit, his fparklihg eye's o'A fiffc> 
£nflam'd that otheirs (hoold dfpil^> 
By hiiav'n tliJB vilcount*s only Mf»?j - * 
I claim him, firs, by right divine ! 
Criei Fa K c r , with affliaiqii wil4» 1 
Fearing to lofe her darling child , . . 
W^T cea^^p^bo^, I will not ihar^. 
with thee, n^]VL^ and well-known 'hcir» 
*rh6n f#ift'fV(5rti h^vM th6 Gbd t)f >r^ 
Came down to fweajr tfaty both \«ere wrong ^ 
By all that Phoebus loves, 'tis known. 
Pretenders, ^h^t the count's ^ crwft ; 
♦t)ance, mu&:, poefy, unite 

■ * # # ' 

To publilh,' and Inpport my tiAL 
Sage Wisdom* then, with folciiin fecfc^ ' 
Dcclar'd Apollo muft give place ;. 
Since 'tis by aU the World confefs'4« 
Wisdom his cultur'd mind has drefs'd. 
But Fashi6n, Elegance, and Ease^ 
(Three great, though modern deities) 
Lent him tbei^vmtd powers to pleaibb 
Said S jNSiBiLiTt, you go 
Too far, mj rights from nature ftow ; 



"» In each of thefe the C; ieG.U ptt^etnihtnti 

And 
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And who, quoth CotRACs, of my part^ 
Shall rob me of my rifcount^bcart j 
Mars and Bellona both declare. 
He's our shy all the rights ofivar; 
And by yet greater powers we (wear, 
De Gand is our peculiar care^ 
Jove fmiling, heard them from a1)ove^ ' 
And bade the f!rife conclude tii lpye> 
Ye ALL aflifted at his birtK, ' 
Exclaim'd the Sire pf heaven and earthy 
One cannot boaft beyond the reft, 

SHA&t HIM AMPNQST TOU, and bc ^^Icft ( 

And now for a review of the Dutch troops^, 
by the Prince- Stadtholdcr, who is fond of 
military difcijpliiie, and in point of bravery 
and fkillj a hot qnworthy cjefceadlant of the 

illuftrious houfe of Orange. 

... , 

During one df my former Gleanings, at this 
Brielle-home, as I ufed to call it, on account of 

the apartment always facred to my returns, 
happened the annual vifitation of the Prince 
Stadtholder, who yearly makes a tour of. the 
States, to infpeft his garrifons, arid to review 
his foldier:^, ; Although of an athletic, and 
fomewhat dropiical form, and of a heavy 
appearance, which, indeed, is ufusllly attached 
thereto, the mind of this prince is aftivc^; 
and notwithltaxiding a conftitutipnal weaknefs 

in 



in fais kneesi he \%. faid to be capable of endur- 
ing incredible fatiguei Well is it, that he is 
lo» for fome trying ones happened to him pn 
the day abbyertnentioned :. the bufinefs of 

vhich included an examination of the force$ 

..... ■ •* • 

of the Republic, both at the Brielle and 

Helveotfluice* He arrived at the former 

' ' • III 

about eight in the morning, from his refi.-«^ 
d^nce at the Hague, which is a diftahce 
of /our leagues. Every body expedt^d ^ni 
in their bell drefles, and, (for that day, at 
leaft) m their bcft looks, the {):reets were 
lined with towa militia^ uhder ai'ms ; and the 
many^coloiired flags of difitrent fbitiis, werd 
waving over the canals, and . I do verily think 
more than two hundred were hoilled on Poles 
at the doors of the Burghers ; every ftreet, every 
avenue, every window, was croiided with the 
Tons, and, in yet greater numbers, with the 
daughters of curiolity, whole family is to be 
found, you know, in all countries, and I do 
alTure you, as many of its branches are i-efide^it 
amidft thefe torpid Dutch dikes, and Handing 
pools, as near more rapid waters. In his way 
to the Brielle his highnefs had two fmall artns 
of the Maefe to pafs, but he was no fooritr 
defcried on the oppofite fide of the firfl:, than 
the ufual demonftrations of joy, real or coun- 
vou I. D d terfeir , 



tttfiit, bigith: tanridrr WtfcT fifed fro«n^'A^^ 
i^nipaits^ and all the fcellr/df^all the cHuiiches, 
>Merfc in tiine; to gfeet hitti right loyally, before* 
liis perlbli could bejeen. At length appealred hisr 
Bargd; whitW, by the bye, was iirtoft curioull/ 
Depainted and begift* : there W*as given a gerteral* 
ialiite of the niilitary (T mean of the regQlafSy 
in garrifon: to this fuciceeded art appat^frtly 
uriiverfal huzza of the peOpre. t f)articufe.rlj^ 
feniarKcd oije man, who h'adjhe. fame mbftiingf 
peeii pointl^d out to me as ' ^^ borrihle'mehf 
tAtrioty who waved his hat higher, and :feni; 
fortli tfie vQice ofgraturation, louder than the 
reft : but It is' the nature of every Ibrt of hypo- 
crify to overact if s part, and frequently . to 

betray what/it /j, fcy the very attenipt oi 

'■'■•-•■■»' t »• "^ - ■ ■ ■ • . ■ .* . .. 

appearing .what it is not. 

• ' •# - ■ ' .---..■• ,,■..'.', 

' . ^ ^ ^ . ■ 

/ faw his' higfinels at a'confiderabW^diftancc, 

It was not Cleopatra mfcenng Mark Anthoiiyi 
when (he fdrfed down the Cydnos, in the bark 
which Shakelpearc has made immortaj ; biit ft 
^as, perhaps, a much better prince, and cer- 
tainly a niuch better 'man, than that Romany 
coming to fee that his bulwarks, and their 
heroes were Jn a fit ftate to defend his fubjedts, 
fhould defence be ncceflary: as you know, 
moft neceflary it was, but too foon. 

His 



His yacht came tip^c canal to \Yii middW 
of the fii'ft fti^eet, where he landed/ ind was 
received by duj garrifon officers^ with afti'^uc 
ceremonies. Unfortunately, thofe ceremonies 
are performed /ans^ cbapeait^^'(mth the liiv^ff) 
but the elements, which are by n6 nieahs re- 
J^cfltrs* of perfony, were;* in thii inft'ahce, as iri 
divert* others, wanting ih • cbmtnbn civility; 
^ jttft-fts th^e. Stidlholder-Prince fended, a 
moft vidlent fliower of rain, burft incbnrinently 
on his illirftriotis head. This tdrreht had been 
a long while collecfling/ and could one* fuppofe 
there wa» any mifchit^vous waggery in a matter 
of this- fort, 1 fhouFd- fuppbfe, the* faid torrent 
watched itsr opportunity, to prove that Princes 
and mighty men Avert like coblers, and the 
feebleft; as well as irieaneft of mortals, in the 
general defigns of nature. Methought, how- 
ever, I obferved thrfce of the bareheaded officers 
caft up a fort of cbmrrianding, yet fretful eye . 
at the clouds, while this drenching morality 
was pouring upon them, als much as to fay, 
and " (hall not gravitation ceafe as we go by?" 
The Prince himfelf bore this i*' .pelting of the 
pitilefs ftorm,'* much better. He had to (land. 
Hat m hand, in the midft of it, till he had fet- 
tled the etiquette of receiving and returning, at 
lead, fifty fine bows, and gracious^ bendings, all 
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which ht: did with the. moil magnanimous 
comppfurej fhaking the ** big, round dropSj^' 
from his yet round*? faf:e, :^nd fitCred ears I 
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In the iil^e rcfigned way, he fet off, breafting 
the hurricane, which, inftead of yielding to 
his patience, made ^ head againft him more 
violently. , He ran the military gauntlet of 
courtefy through all the principal (Ireets, and 
from thence, to a meadow at the diftance of a 
mile, where tents were pitched to receive him. 
I have a very great objedion to t;ake long 
walks in the rain, albeit of a rambling difpo- 
fition; but I niade it matter of confcience to 
expofe myfelf to a good wetting on this great 
occafion. You would not guefs the grandeur 
of my foul, in fuch a trying hour, were I not 
to tell you, on the faith of an hiftorian, thkt, 
although I was armed with an umbrella, I neve^ 
fpread it over my head ; by which emulative 
adiqn, I reduced myfelf to the fituatioij of the 
prince himfelf, except that I had flill the ad- 
vantage of him in the article of the head, upon 
which r retained my hat, thus gaining in com- 
fprt what I loft in glory. Indeed, I repented 
that I had carried the imitation oT my fuperiors 
to the other parts of my body, feeing that my 
apothecary's; bill, (the confequence of taking 

cold) 



G I £ A KING S^ T Cs^r. 393 

-eold) was neither paid by the States-HGeneral, 
'Aor the Stadtholder; as in the cafe of the mili- 
tary, whofe pay goes on when they are placed 
on the lick: lift; efpecially> if they become invar- 
lids, by doing duty : for mt,, I did not get- a 
iingle (liver to purchafefugar- candy! and 
my cold coll me, in that article, and others, 
the grofs fum of ♦ three guilders! . But [I have 
purchafed a cure for my cough, and ipy^ am-> 
.bition-atthe fame time; and were great men 
to fwim up to their necks, and little men to 
follow their example, I ihall never more he 
,ainongil their competitors; being inyeterately 
fixed, XK)t to wet my Clipper any more, for the 
fake of ambition : though for that of humanity, 
, J hope I (hall ever continue to venture f^ be- 
yond my depths into the moft troubled w^t^rs. 
Many of the officers^ ampngft whom were fe- 
veral pretty fellows, looked as if they would 
have been glad to take fhelter in the tents till 
the hurricane was over; but the Prince rcfoU 
ved heroically to go through x\\t morning bulr- 
nefs firft, and da(he4 through all the manoeuvres 
with the difpofttions of a duck ; all his foldiers 
^following his eitampl^ of courfc; .though evi~ 
rdently witii fomewhat of the reltiAance of a 
brood : of chickens, unnaturally, fathered, or 
. ^ ^ odj rather 

♦ Five lhiUings« 
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Mtluir^JbethnrddupoxttbeiijiidiJuck. PreAntty 
t^e air chstred) die fun broke out, and the 
"w^e^ther b{;cJime more favourable to the 
ifiMofi^v^jid/ which irlere very adroitly per*, 
formed; aiid gave great : fitisfacflion to , the 
Prinee^ who was indefa^ugtble in his attention 
Md attendance. He did not ^iih at die 
Brielle till near thi^ in the afternoon : it muft 
have been near tiyt before begot to Helveot- 
flukre, and probably midnightere he regained 
his' palace. Siichar^the tuMs M/^hiic^h governw 

ments leVy upon i!he governors ; and I have 
not #te fiMlleft doubt, but t^t (?his thief mill- 
*ary corhttiahdcr bf : the Republic, laid his 
delti^*d head that night lipwi thfe pillow, 
Iteaitily wWry of pfit-eminehce, and iwoilce to 
the cbhfoHng thought that he {hould not be 
-tondemntd to pay fo dear a price for ^ few 
■huftas, till that time twelvcHmonths. 

My friertd, trtcn are in the habit -of calling 
*ings and **mp*i^6n tyrtnts, when in^f^ of 
thertij at leaft, noW k^itp, anc invented )Vith 
t kind of iwpotent <Hghity; and Brfc in a ^^tt 
of more ittceflant flavery; than flie mean<ift 
fubj^ of rhcif malnie ; yet areoft^nf envied for 
thofe fplendid vapooMir/whichiaTe iutJthe :<hm» 
ing chains and trappings of that very flavery 
6 .::::.:: : • more 






more cumbrous and infupportable : and tht 
hiftory of thrones, alas, fcarce furnifhcs us 
with a monarch, who might not exclaim with 
one of our own ^cnriei, even as he lies 
llretched on his couch of royalty. 

Ah, happy lowly clown^ 

■ 111- , .^^ .. . •♦%•«*•%•• 

* 
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1 H E, caftom of mairb^^^ and 1>u . 
rials are fingular. Refpeding the firft^ th^ 
parties^ if of the middling rank, ar^ drefled in 
a (Uit of fables on the nuptial day^ ei^ier to 
indicate the folemnity of the bondy or as a 
mtmemto ptari\ that all hope of conqueft ihoald 
dien be dead and buried^ ^t th( foot of th^ 
altar. 

Funerals are no lefs remarkable. A nume- 
rous body of the burghers, in black gowns, and 
decent bands, attend the body of ^vcry de« 
ceafed citizen. The priefts» paftors, &c. vifit 
the houfe of the deceafed, which, even as if it 
was wholly evacuated, is (hut up, and that with 
moft jealous caution, till the morning of the 
burial; the corpfe is brought out by twelve 
burghers, and carried by them, not on fhoulders, 
but by hand, to the grave, where it is dcpofited 
without any prayer whatever, though occa. 
fionally a fermon is preached. Th^ moomert 
J look 
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look into the yawning earthy that is to hold 
their relation, or friend, and then depart. They 
take.olF thefe *' feemings of fprrow ;" or mpjTC 
.properly fpeaking, *^ the cuftomary fuitS; of 

cqnampn blacki" and nnx i^.the, hviTm^ls, pr 
diverQpns of tlifC ;woi:ld. r r 

• t • ■ • . 

. . . I . . • ■ .'.*••• 

, Amongft the advantages of a rcfidentiajy or 

4.|clelibprate traveller, who ftays in a place ipi^ 
enoqghf pr vifits it often enough to Glean ifs 
prpduc^, whether natural or accidental, arc 
thofe ch^nc^5,. which throw you into the path 
of brother wanderers, whether preparing ^o 
Uke the field, pr returning home with the hai;« 
veil of obferv^tion, froni.the different quarters 
of this wicje wprld of cnfcrprizp. Several of 
ihefe, the Chapter of Accidents, has already 
prefehted : fome /laden with wheat, others onl^ 
with chaff; many wifh fJowcrAj^ and many wi|h 
'w^ecjs; and not a few again, with a mixture of 
gU theft: according to the conftitution pf 
JJature, whi<:h is cpippounc|?d 9f good, bacj, 
jmd indifferent* . 



•• ' 



Puring one of . my rpfidences, alteriiately f t 
fhf;H^g^eand |he Bfielle, I encountered two 
?:ravellers of very oppofitc powers, making js 
oppofite impreffions. Thp oije, whom by way 
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I^tflchariftenrtky IfefillcaUMr. Blank, is of 
iSkM c>i«d« of Ciivelters, whbgiV45 to every airy 
•^««JftTport»nceiiin inflated grandeur^ and dc- 
*ftr4be evciy^triftc *wkH a pomp of worda ap^ 
'prd^iftte ortly* t6 that beroi-comic buflefijue, 
or falfe fublimc, which woiild very well be- 
come the mice and the frogs in the old fable, 
•f Ibon pcrecivcd this fclf iniagihcd mountain 
Vfiris always in labour, and brought forth ho- 
Hthrfij^^utToitte of the above-narncd anirnals; 
■ycV'fhat they were ulhercd into the world wi^ 
' all <hc pageantries of estfterri phrafeologys as 
ridiculous and unnecelTary as it would be to tet 
off a' cannoil at a gnat, which might more eafify 
be exterminated by a*fiUip of the finger. This 
Mr. Blank, ({6 let me call one of them) has 
travelled the Lord ;knows where, and is g^oing, 
flUjcKeve; in my confcieiice^ the *Lbrd knows »i/ 
vhitheri for he talks of tiaveffing regions, 
whete human ehterpri^e has never* yet dirtfted 
itftif* ot ftri-^e ikcdgHiU^' of Sx^hich 4iuman 
^beings have rlo precife 'ideas of exiftence, but 
which be is fure do exift, and which' it is tc- 
ferved for him, and him alone, to explore. Ah, 
^llAfiil vanitf f that ran thlri ^amuie 'ffiyfclf 
♦'whh thelhining vapoiuri of ^ft/'owir&IWdVe, 
and flws-give ' ' i ' 

^ ^9 4itf mthing, 
«♦ A local habitation.'* 

This 
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Thb Mr« Blank. travels with his vrqrkrwiiis 
^KNTtmaateaii ; icmers aA ^lAlii calls- for :|>l»ittld 
5nk,itt ja viodcM hurry, to wrkeJ©wii iiis isA 
tbmghtfi, ilcribbles at fdllfpeedv and {lot^s^ ^ 






Tuft cue it fall, the Cynthii of the minute." 

— He jtfins the public diilirtg tible— irftWauces 

hifnf€lf--^xA^ {what he'conccives to be-€he%Mt 

part of him) his work^i to the icohipanyHr 

.yor^^/ his right and left hand heighbodf to lie 

-his auditors — puts^^^ inotifel of meait ^nto^'Jils 

.mouth; and fends- out twd<)f pWbft-oi^ 'l^od^, 

(to his '<?tffictit -&r more relift*iligJ^*M1fc' <lle 

firft. coiH-fe is removing 4ie takes ijift io ffll- uj> 

•the ittt^val with^ tJhe; ^icheft/ ?/^ri?*rt— He 

ferves himfe^ up Hgai^-^gi the tfompwiy fo 

^hear, Of read, fomc favourite paffage, wHich 

'has been admired, copied, and got by heart in 

>cvery ^court of Europe'; rehearfcd'by mindr 

emperors, and- fpouted by quetos Dowaget^! 

•but, in "the midft of reading, bei-ng feited with 

a new idea- he ftarts* «j^ rcgardlefs of bis t>wn 

appetite, but happHy leaving yoii to the^^rti- 

.joyment df your's, -runs out' of Ae rodm,'<ir 

ito the fide-boa^d^ or makes a table 0^**^8 pTafc 

turned -topfy-turvy^ and lias Tcrawled 'half ^ 

ihect of paper before you can' litflp V^iufcifija 

:a glafe of wine j for, novcr^ fui^ly^ did; mortal 

author 
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author produce fuch '< an infinite deal of 

Opthing/' in fo little time: and he talks non« 

.fehfe as faft as he writes it. Happjr powers ! 

but» faieware I during bis fcribbling moments^ 

make, on your part, the bed ufe of them, or 

your dinner will be again in danger. Our 

^sfs^w returns to cram you with food that will 

add littk to your nourifhment ; and» unlefs you 

prefef his windy banquet to good animal 

iuftenance, I fee no efcape but hunger and 

,^ght from a welUfiUed table ; unlefs you fol*. 

)ow the example of a plcafant gentleman, who, 

4^nowing the difpolition of our triiveller, de- 

<^^ared himfelfj deaf and Hindi regretting^ at 

fhe fame time, in the politeft terms, (on a flip 

of paper be fcrawled in a writsen hint he bad 

xeceived) ttuit he was thus prevented the honour 

jind a^dvantage of either reading or liftening to 

his compofitions. Do not, however, fuppoie 

that a traveller who has encountered fo many 

more difficulties than Robinfon Crufoe, or Mr. 

Bruce, is to be difmayed by a few natural im« 

pediments in any of his auditory : he goes on 

.{jpeciting, with the moil pcrfevcring vehemence; 

jand, as in the above inftance, he fatigues you 

^ut ef your welUdiflembled deafnefs^ he wearies 

you out of every other aiTumed misfortune, by 

intiking you, at; IcMlj confefi^ that though you 

r '.!•: have 
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have eyes 79u will notjee^ and though y.ou have 
ears, yQiX'will not bear. Thus, you muft either' 
facrificc , your appetite to your politeneft, ot 
your politenefs to your appetite. Mr.r Blank; 
has written defcriptions of countries, through 
which he has never palTed; held diicourfea 
with the inhabitants, who never had habita-^ 
tion, havingrfirft invented, and theH qqnyerfcA' 
with them ; painted fu^crings,. with , which it 
has not yet pleafed thcjuftice of Gd(l to ' re- 
ward his falfehood^ and incurred many hair« 
breadth efcapes, without his ever having beea 
in danger. 

r 
... * ' ^ \ . 

As it is, however, well obferved, that *'no-^; 
thing can come of nothing,'' I (hall haften to 
repay you for having made fo " much ado'* 
about it by the introdudion of another travel- 
ler, who will make his entri under every cir-j. 
cumll^nce that can cpntraft him to Mr. Blanks 
and whom, therefore^ I fhail call Mr. Pri:^ 
This gentleman comes recommended to your 
friendfhip by all the advantages of good fenfe^ 
heroifm, modefty, and misfortune. Mr. Prize 
is one of the few who was ftiip wrecked in the. 
South Seas in the Pandora frigate, and he has 
been preferved from the general cruih of his 

felloww 
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Ufe fteimenfif led to every hdnour afM: e^Mifort 
fil^ ccmncrrcan b^flioW. Buf^aa in variom ofh^r 
dt(e^> fo in thii, his misfbfttirtc? hare bt^K prb- 
duffliv^bf inaflf intclWlihg ad venttfrcs'amdngft 
zpe&i^^, yoriceming wh'onf pifblic curioll ty hai' 
l]ieeif fd ltiu€h iiidebced to the immortal Cap- 
tain Cobke;^ Mr. Pr}24f> - ^vvdch ^q^al modeStf- 
and force, related fuch :^ varierjr of anecdotes/ 
rcfpcdling the inhabitatnts of Otahcite^ that 
J^pafieji fraili toMrn to town in the [mblic bbats^. 
without perceiving the diftances, except to jrCf 
gret the Hops in the narrative, while, we 
chxngtd <mt bai^cfs, though thief, ..at other 
cimesy is 9 not « unwelcome interruption* ^l 
^as earned with him to extend the pleafure 
be had given me, by publifhing his account as 
a fypplemem to Cooke. The modefty with 
wtiich he decilined this, '* becaufe the ta(k had 
Mfcn atlreiady better performed,** was in perfeA 
cbntraft to the literary, or rather the illiterate, 
arrogartc* *^ith which Mr. Blank had, the day 
Before.- t6undly affertcfd, in my hearing, that 

• 

**if he Mras everagiiil tempted to grattify the 
** curicrficy of an ungrateful world, it fhould 
•* beyeHpard for;" beclufe, idded thevaitN-- 
glorious boafter, ^' I cannot afford to throw 

** away 



*^ by inriihil'rfing all otlif*' trkWlWf s^ fh! • th« 
*Mik^ ro^rti befidcfe» the ti^aVerte of unfchc>vri* 
** realms, will throw a new lij^ht ■ aWdf hiftre 
** upon hiftory !'* 

• Nbthirtg (h6re of ifhft plea(^are orie- dtfriv** 
fr<ntathe Urtaffddled diffidentCe of a Mr. PHte-; 
adbhWd iHtlV-air tlie bluftiifig powers of xhii^ 
rit, (aind '^f gfcnius, imeortfcieUs of thi^e 
ptwcrsrj dduki atone for thfe cUfgufling pisiii 
one fuffers' fr6ih the fwellihg'^ conceit of- ^ 
Mr. BlaiA:, wh6, with the j5to^eft opitiiiytini 
eoupfedtte^moft: impotent abitiiies j for, a« the 
rthtidk 6f Mr. PHze wa^ giveff in the Irmpleft 
dreffo* TrUtti artd Wifdomv fo wa;s that of 
Mr. BhrttK fucked ofFiri- all the mtfrctfiddui 
orrtamenti df abortive labour, pantrhg ifter 
the eloquerfce it could not reach. - 

: ■ ^'. :"r ' • ...... 

4 m ,1 . 

Indefed I hcver, but in one fihgle iftftaiitDe^ 
knew lincomttton talents united with ttitottix 
man ^anfity; a:nd that one ^xceptiort pf^fhttuA 
itfelf to thy view the very i*ext day afte^f 1 had 
been regaled by the feciety ot Mj?. Pris^i. 

' ' '■ ' ' " 'Ji 

' That y6u ttiay have thcfe t-hrec cxtridrdiiftiiy 
charaAers brdught a» clofe togeihM uport pai ^ 

per. 
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per, as they were in life, you ihall now hstve s 
gleaning of this third crayeller» whom, if you 
pleafe, we will diftinguiih ty the name of 
Blank and Prize I 

Mr. Blarik-and-Prizc is a Swifs officer of 
diftin6Uon in. the fervicd of the prince of 
Orange. He unites the. fpirit of a foldier^ and 
the manners of a gentleman^ to the enthu- 
fiafm of a man of real genius. That genius, 
indeed, like many of his natal moi;ntains in 
Switzerland, are fublime without ilerility; 
they flower to the very fummitsj ,and, like his 
natal vallies, are rich and pidurefque, and 
•* fling their fragrance'* into . the very bottom 
^ of the deepeft glens. He was introduced to me 
by a party of familiar friends, who take plea-» 
iure in obliging me ; but having fo lately fuf- 
fered from the obtrufions of Mr. Blank, I did 
not expedt a (imilar reparation to that which I 
liad found in Mr. Prize* The firft appearance 
of the man, however, was menacing. He had 
not been announced a minute ere he Vas at 
the heels of his announcer. I was introduced 
to him as a traveller, a man of letters, and an 
Englifhman. " I have a refpeft for ajl thofc 
charadters/' replied Mr. Blank-^nd-Prize : " I 
" make my bow to them, even when I n>ect 

with 



•^ with them leparateFj, but ^li^ri 1 fte them 
^* combining before me in a firigle charadter, 
-** and concentrating iti one pbrfon, as I under-* 
** ftand ii$ the cafe at prefent, I open my arm's 
i* to r^c^ive him in this manner !*' ^embracing.) 

Here he expanded himfelf,' ptrlled me Ififd 
his embracear^ and gave me the hug of literarjr 
brotherhood. ** I am myfelf a traveller, a niaa 
** of letters, and, though not an Englifhman, 
** fpeak the language, as yOO perceive, zi per- 
y feSly as thi beft educated native/' conti- 
nued Mr. Blanic'-ahd*Prize, *' I have traverfed 
*^ thrde parts of thii earth, and am foon to fct 
•5' off for a tour of the other quarter. I am by 
** birth a Switzer, glory in- my country, at^ 
" hope and believe it will glory irrm^." 



As he pit)ncHjnced this, a private of otif 
author's, regiment, came in with a box of no 
inconfiderable. fize, under his arm ; he placed 
it at his commandkig officer's feet^and making 
thfe iow military , marched off in adrillftep, .,, . 



*' Aye, here are fome of^ my wofks y a fliorft 

fpecimen, fir, faid he." He took out the 

key. I trembled. He-thre^ open the'lld, 

? and brought' forth is- nSany folio flicets o? 

voju. I. E c paper. 



ct 



cc 



^49^ o L'¥-A H I N G s^ 6?i:* 

paper, very, clofely penned, a& he coUld grafp. 

With a no lefs determined hand, he hurried 

put a fecond, and then a third bundle, threat- 

^cning fucb^ an. attack upon my patience, and 

j)oIitenefs, as rrtyXubjmiflivc, and often fuffering, 

nature, almoft funk under: and yet I would 

(go (and liaVe many atime gone) very far incleed 

^o let every man and woman have their humour. 

m • 

— ~ • • -^ " ' .... 

i . . ■ - 

. The w-eather was extremely, hot, and ill- 
iklapted to any very fevere trials of attention. 
J had ever anaverfion to thatclafs of author^, 
}ifho are addi^ed to read tteir own works ; and 
SO be hedged into an enclofurey where there is 
no room for any body but the author to move 
Jtfoor, or a finger (perhaps for- feveral hours 
together) to the deftriidlion- of fny dear fun- 
fetting ramble, or twilight ftolen vifit to na- 
ture, or the moon, with whom I have, you 

know, nightly affignations. Did hot all this 
ih'reat^n too much? Had there been but a, 
fi>op-h61e left -for apology, I would have crept 
out at It. Bat tht:' meeting w^» concerted by 
my friends, on purpofe pour vie /aire plaifir, 
purely to oblig'6 m€. Martyrdom, thought t\ 
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, . Having rapidly turned over- about an hun- 
dred Icjlves,. Mr. Blank-and-Pri2;.e faid (Jlilt 

6 . — ' turning 
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lurnhtg)'^^ I -fee you are impatient for me ta 

." begin. I will not keep you on the rack 

" much longer. Come then, c<^e, I will 
have mercy on you. ' You Ihall have a h'ttic 
of my account of Switzerland firft, then w^ 

" will trip acrofs thefeas to America, and then 
I will bring you back to Europe ; after which; 
if we have time, you Ihall infpedl my book of 
maps and drawings. Let me fee, we have 
fix hours good, and if I find you. deeply in- 

** terefted (as 1 am fure you will be) 1 will 
drain a point to pafs the whole evening at this 
houfe (where I am always at home), and 

^* where, though I read my works twenty times; 

" they wifh for them twenty more." , ; 



Guefs my fituatioh! A cat pent up in a 
corner never meditated more fell defigns. £ 
could have ftopp'd his cruel lips by cramming 
his own works down bis throat! A foliloquy 
l?roke out in fomething betwixt a grumble 
and a figh. Howl am I condemned to hear 
down the fummer's day and night, and make 
t;he tour of Europe and America, chained dowrif 
to this chair ! in fuch a day as this ! 

Our hiftorian began. I anticipated periods' 
of a mile, and yawnings of a league. I was 

E e 2 miftaken : 
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jniftaken : not only the genuine matter of- the 
compofitions, but the manner in which they 
were delivered were treats. Albeit I do not 
boaft much of the fuppofed faturnine, or 
phlegmatic charaderiftic of my countrymen, 
^nd have poflibly fufFered not a little from in- 
dulging the bias of a contrary difpofition, I 
do aflure you, my rnoft headlong fallies (even 
iHfhen they have driven me from a plain path, 
and open country into the entanglements of an 
untrodden wood, in the which, friend and 
reader, thou haft often feen me involved) might 
be deemed cold-hearted apathy to the deport- 
ment of our literary hero, while in the acft of 
reading his manufcripts ! 

He firft took me into Switzerland, and had 
\i^ kept me there till now, amidft the fcenery 
with which his pen and pencil brought mo 
acquainted^ I fhould have looked on myfeif as 
a very happy mountaineer, and him as a de- 
lightful guide 1 It is as impoflible to read his 
book without wifhing to vifit his country, 
and to poflTefs the power to* feel, and to de-. 
fcribe its beauties, with the fame force, as to 
view the exquifite and magic fcenery of Dc 
J-QUtherbourg. 

■ # 

I cannot 




i cannot repeat the nam^ of the laft^mei)*- 
tioned gentleman, without fubfcribing fully 
to.your eulogluqft on his talents. He paints 
to the foul. , !* 'The floud-capt hill/' the prq- 
'found valley, the fcarce-beard rill, the de^f- 
ning cataradt, the proudeft fublimitie^, and all 
the interefting minutiae of nature, in her la- 
bours, in her paftimes, in her awful opera* 
tions, and in her fports, are before you. He 
places yaii on the' Jf&is 4^/(riied* Hi» pencil 
carries you wh^re its owner pleafts; you coiw 
yerfe with the perfons; you lofe fight of the 
painter : you forget he \^ fitting in a chair be-, 
fide you, or even defcribing to you the ftorjr 
of his piece. He is loft in the fcene he has 
painted : the objeifts he groupes, the ftory he 
t^Us, are in your heart. He perfonifies ima- 
ginary, and annihilates a^hial beings. In Ihort, 
he interefts you fo much for the abfent, that 
you negled or overlook the prefent. For him-' 
felf, he is frequently put of fight; and we have 
eyes and ears only for the places and perfonages 
with whom he has brought us acquainted : but 
when the charm on the canvafs is diflblved, 
and De Loutherbourg comes again into view, 
you recollecS: that he is not only one of the beft 
painters, but one of the worthieft men in the 
world. This combines love of the man with 
4 admiration 



4X0 GLEANINGS, v^v« 

admiration of the arti(t» and your fatisfa^fHon 
is complete* 

By a retrograde motion, I fhall now conduA 
you back to the firft field of our obfervation in 
Holland, (Helvoetfluice) in order to carry you 
progreffively to the laft^ to the advantage of 
your purfe, the eafe of your perfon, and the 
amufcment of your mind. 

I fhould apologife for thefe Gleanings being 
fomewhat out of place, had it not been fettled, 
in a compadt of corrcfpondence, between us, 
to take what freedoms I pleafed, with time, and 
circumftance ; to carry you backwards and 
forwards as feemed bed unto me, taking care 
to arrange the whole, amidft this ** regular 
confufion,'*7& as to give you the greateft va- 
riety of entertainment, and information. 



END OF VOL. !• 
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E R R A T Aj Vol. i. 

•^* As feveral of the following Errata are material to thtf 
fenfe, the Reader is requefted to mark them with his pencil in the 
margin, previous to the perufal of the Book. 

Page 15, line 21, for, the 'vales of and of Cluyn, read 

— the fuale of Cluvn. 
Page 22, line 3, dele—- <7/!r</, 
Fage 22, line 5 penult, for, Barfet, resLd-^Barrefm 
Page 34, line 12, for, fa for, read— ^r. 
Page 37, line 9 penult, for, ivas in, read — ivere 'within. 
Page 39, line 10, for, I fhall ceafe, read — Ifhall ne^verctaXc* 
Page 48, line 7, for, bounds, read- — hound • 
Page 49, line 5, for, walls A-re*, read — nuere. 
Page 68, line 2, for, ^/7J, read — ha've. 
Page 79, line 1 1 penult, inftead of, open the path ly no former 

notices, read — ^thout furmol notice. 
Page 86, line 2 penult, for, unreaj^nahle , xz2A'^unfeaf(mahle^ 
Page 93, line 2, for, out either, read — either out. 
Same page, line 7, for, f/z^^ enjoyed, read — each o/^r enjoyed. 
Page 95, line 4 penult, for, or of the pointer, read — or the 

pointer. 
Page 108, line i, and 2, for, his Englifh, read — their Englifli# 
Next line, for, his pair, read — thdr pair. 
Page 118, line 6, for, ;/ is, read — /;?r^ /zr^ forgiven. 
Page 124, line 9 penult, for, dead, read — their dead. 
Page 129, line 8 penult, for, unfeafonahle, xo.^.dL-^unreafsnahle* 
Page 1 34, laft line, for, be their Guide, read — htjour Guide. 
Page 176, laft line, dele — he. 

Page 205, line 9, for, and by letting him, read — and tell him. . 
Page 221, line 6, for, procraftinationjow very juftly, read— — 

Young very juftly. 
Page 225, line 6 periuir, for, the cure, read — the cc<w. 
Page 244, ftanza 36, line laft, for, a jigh expre/j*d, read— 

Jjgh Tepre/s*d. 
Page 265, in theextraft from fyrapathy line 3, ioXf fordid na-^ 

ture, read —fordid 7iatiires . 

Page 322, line c, for, imperial , read—imperial Czar» 

Page 335, line 10, for, invaded brohn, xt.2A'-^in^aded and 

broken. 
Page 3(;2, line 3, for, glutting, it2idi— -gluttony . 
Page 362, line 3 penult, for, ill-ftaydQonntty, i^^^inflarrd4 
Page 381, line 12 penult, for, in^^eji, read — inruert. 
Page 383, line 6, for, "All nature difference keeps, all,— '*[ ' 

read — " Ail »tf/«r<''f difference k«cps all". — ^ 



